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GARMENT HANGER 
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and Machine Co., Bronx, N.Y., a firm 

Application December 29, 1952, Serial No. 328,467 
4 Claims. (C. 223-85) 

The present application relates to an improvement in 
garment or clothes hangers and more particularly relates 
to those hangers intended for use in a suitcase, wardrobe 
trunk or the like. 

Hangers of the general type in question are not new. 
They are usually provided with a body or frame for Sup 
porting the garment, a hook for securing the hanger 
within the particular piece of luggage, and another larger 
hook for supporting the hanger on a rod such as normally 
found in a clothes closet. As a result, the same hanger 
can be used to transport clothing for the traveller and 
to hang the clothing at one's destination. 
An object of the present invention is to provide an im 

proved hanger of the above type which is easy to manu 
facture, and more efficient in its operation. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved means for locking the hanger in position when 
placed in the transporting medium. 
A still further object is to provide a unitary element 

which serves both to secure the larger hook to the hanger 
and to lock the hanger to the transporting medium. 

Further objects and advantages will become readily 
apparent from reading the following detailed description 
of an embodiment of the invention in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, of which: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a hanger embody 
ing the present invention, with the larger hook engaging 
a clothes rod (shown in cross-section). 

Fig. 2 is a detailed fragmentary side view of the con 
nector and locking element portion of the invention, 
drawn to an enlarged scale. 

Fig. 3 is an elevational view showing the invention with 
the small hook lockingly engaged with a support in a 
suitcase. 

Fig. 4 is a detailed fragmentary view of the connector 
and locking element portion of the invention showing the 
locking element in intermediate position. 

Fig. 5 is a detailed sectional view taken on line 5-5 
of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 6 is a detailed fragmentary view similar to Fig. 4, 
showing the locking element in operative position. 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken on line 7-7 of Fig. 6. 
Fig. 8 is a top view of the structure shown in Fig. 6. 
Fig. 9 is a detailed sectional view taken on line 9-9 of 

Fig. 2. 
As seen from the drawings, the hanger comprises a 

main body portion 10, formed from wire of suitable diam 
eter. The wire is bent to provide the opposing sloping 
sides 11 and 12 joined at their lower ends by an inter 
connecting portion 13. Near their free ends, the sides 
11 and 12 are bent into a plane parallel to portion 13 to 
thereby form portions 14 and 15, the ends of which are 
bent again at right angles thereto to provide portions 16 
and 17. This is best seen in Fig. 5. 
A connector 20 is provided in the form of a metal 

stamping which is suitably embossed to provide between 
the mating halves, when folded, a plurality of channels 
extending from the outer edges inwardly to a central 
cavity. These channels are best seen in the sectional 
view of Fig. 5 wherein they are numbered 21, 22, and 
24, while the cavity is designated 23. When assembled, 
the hanger portions 14 and 15 of the hanger body lie 
in the channels 21 and 22, respectively, with the ends 
16 and 17 projecting into the cavity 23. As seen in Figs. 
2 and 8, the free ends of the hanger body are securely 
anchored. A small hook 25 and eye 26 interconnected by 
the shank 27, formed from wire similar to that used in 
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the body of the hanger (it may be of different diameter), 
is also embraced by the halves of the connector with 
shank 27 lying in channel 24. See Fig. 5, for example. 
The large hook element 30 having an eye 31 at one 

end of the shank 32 (see Fig. 9) is also formed from stiff 
wire and pivotally fastened to the connector 20 by means 
of locking element 35 and a rivet 36, which is headed 
over or upset in a conventional manner. (See Figs. 2, 4, 
and 7, for example.) As shown, the rivet is caused to pass 
through the eye 26 (Fig. 5), associated with small hook 
25 to thereby further secure and position hook 25 within 
the connector 20. 
As best seen in Fig. 9, locking element 35, which may 

also be in the form of a metal stamping, is provided with 
a first portion containing a depression 37 for receiving 
the eye 31 and a portion of the shank 32 of the hook 30, 
as well as a broad blade-like extension 38. Note that 
the corners of extension 38 have been removed at 39 and 
40. Due to the depression 37, the element 35 is secured 
or keyed against rotation relative to hook 30. It can 
be seen that when hook 30 is rotated into the position 
shown in Fig. 1, to enable the hanger to be placed on a 
closet rod, the extension 38 is disposed on the opposite 
side of pivot 36, and functions in the same manner as a 
washer to retain the hook 30 in place. 

However, when the small hook 25 is employed to at 
tach the hanger to a thin rod, hook, strap or the like, 
as in a suitcase (see Fig. 3), the hook 30 can be rotated 
180 thereby Swinging extension 38 alongside small hook 
25 in such manner that the broad edge 41 will prevent the 
hook 25 from slipping off its support. The removal of the 
corners at 39 and 40 permit the extension 38 to swing 
past the supporting rod, as shown in Fig. 4, and still pre 
sent edge 41 sufficiently close to the top of hook 25 to 
prevent its removal from its support. Note also Fig. 6. 

Having now fully described the invention, what is 
claimed is: 

1. A garment hanger for use selectively in combina 
tion with either a stationary or a transportable support 
comprising a skeleton wire frame bent to provide a 
transverse trouser-supporting bar and two upwardly and 
inwardly directed garment-shoulder-supporting bars hav 
ing their ends adjacent and extending upwardly in a plane 
common with the skeleton frame, a first hook element for 
engagement with a support in a transporting medium, said 
hook element having a shank and an eye portion which 
is disposed between said upwardly extending adjacent 
ends of said frame, a connector lockingly embracing and 
securing together said wire ends and said shank and eye 
portions of said first hook, a locking tab pivoted to said 
connector to Swing in a plane parallel to that occupied 
by said first hook, the length of said tab from the center 
of its pivot to its free extremity being such that it may 
Swing under a support rod on which said first hook is 
Supported, and when so positioned, will confine said rod 
in said first hook to prevent dislodgment of said first 
hook from said rod, a second hook for removable en 
gagement with a stationary support, said hook being oper 
atively keyed to said locking tab and extending in a direc 
tion diametrically opposite that of said locking tab, where. 
by when the locking tab is in operative position, the sec 
ond hook will be out of operative position, and when said 
second hook is swung to operative position to support 
the hanger on a stationary support, the locking tab will 
be removed from restraining engagement with respect 
to said first hook to permit removal thereof from its 
Support. 

2. A garment hanger according to claim 1 wherein 
said second hook element comprises a length of wire 
formed at one end to provide a hook and at the other 
end to provide an eye, and wherein said locking element 
comprises a tongue-like member provided with an em 
bossed cavity to receive said eye, whereby said tongue 
like member is keyed to said second hook element. 

3. A garment hanger according to claim 1, wherein said 
connector includes a single rivet passing through and 
joining said locking tab, said eye of the first hook ele 
ment, and an eye forming part of said second hook 
element. 

4. A garment hanger according to claim 1 wherein said 
second hook element comprises a length of wire formed 
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