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To all avhon, il nva? concerº: 
Beit known that I, MARCUS P. EXLINE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Waxa 
hachie, in the county of Ellis and State of 
Texas, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Check-Books; and Ido here 

| by declare the followingto be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in theart to whichit ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
Myinvention relatesto certain new and use 

ful improvements in check-books and covers 
for customersº use, such as are employed by 
the banks for general distribution among 
their customers; and it consists of certain 
novel constructions, combinations, and ar 
rangements of parts, as will hereinafter be 
fully described and claimed. 
The object of my presentinventionisto im 

prove the construction shown in my Letters 
Patent No. 592,929, dated November 2, 1897, 
in which indented tubes or eyelets for bind 
ing the loose sheets of checks in the small 
back which forms the permanent stubare em 
ployed and which construction renders it nec 
essary to employa key for removing the book 
ofbound stubs after the checks have all been 
used; and the object of this invention is to 
simplify and cheapen the construction of the 
eyelets or tubes and to do away with the key 
for removing the book of bound stubs. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is 
a verticallongitudinalsection ofmyimproved 
check-bookand coverthereforwith the checks 
in position within the cover and the top cover 
being thrown back or open. Fig. 2 is a ver 
tical longitudinal section through a portion | 
of the cover with the checks removed, the 
covers being in an open position. Fig. 3 is a 
perspective view of the book ofbound checks. 
Fig. 4isa transverse section through the cover 
and bound checks in line with the securing 
means. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view 
of the securing-stems applied on the attach 
ing-plate. Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view 
of the binding for the checks and of the tubes 
forsecuring the sheets of checks and binding 
together. Fig. 7 is a side elevation of one of 
the tubes forsecuring the sheets of checks 
and the binding together, and Fig. 8 is a side 
elevation of the same before being clamped. 
Myinventionis especially designed to over 

come the difficulties and inconveniences 
whichat present existin the manufacture and 
filling of orders by bank stationers to banks 
for books of bound checks and to give to the 
banks a more thorough and systematic man 
ner of providing their customers with books 
of checks and provides for their purchase in 
sheets only a method of binding in connec 
tion with a removable cover, thus saving to 
them the expense of a new binding on each 
book of checks and at the same time givesto 
them a neat and substantially-bound book in 
place of the cheap board bindings nowingen 
eral use. 
My methodisto sell to the banks their stock 

of checks in sheets only, punched in such a 
manner so as to exactly fit. the holes in the 
small backs, which form the permanent stub 
after all the checks have been used, which by 
the means of the split eyelet being inserted 
and clampedin the mannerasis shown by the 
accompanying drawings and claims gives to 
the banka permanently-boundbook of checks 
to be placed in the removable cover, and by 
removing the stubs bound in this manner it 
gives to the customer a neatly and substan 
tially bound stub to be filed away for future 
reference and allows the cover to be used over 
and over again. 
To those banks having to send awayforthe 

printing in of their customersºnames on the 
tops or ends of checks my system isparticu 
larly adapted, asbyits use the bankwill only 
have to send around the number of checks 
Wanted by its customerto its home printerfor 
the printing in of the names of the customer, 
which can be done as well in the Smaller 
towns as in the larger towns. The reason of 
the banks generally sending away for this to 
be done is that in the smaller towns the fa 
cilities forbindingare limited, and which my 
invention is especially designed to overcome, 
as the bankcanby my construction bind these 
checks as well as amy regular bindery, and 
by the construction, as will hereinafter be 
described, the bank can carry its stock of un 
bound but punched checks at its place of 
business, thus doing away with the necessary 
delay occasioned by sending away for the 
checks to be printed with the name of the 
customer and bound. , 
A in the drawings represents the cover, 
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which is made of any suitable strong material 
adapted for the purpose and formed with the 
flexible back C. To one side of the flexible 
back and along a portion of the cover which 
constitutes the lowerlida thin metallic band 
Bissecured by placing the band upon the top 
of the lowerlid alongits inner edge and turn 
ing its ends over the outer edge of the said 
cover and turning the said ends down on the 
outside of the cover or by securing it in any 
other suitable manner. This metallic bandis 
further secured in place and concealed from 
view by a portion of the binding-leather or 
other material, which constitutes the inner 
lining of the back. Before this strip is bound 
in the lowerlid of the cover two metallic se 
curing-stems Care fastened to the metallic 
band or strip by means of riveting, soldering, 
or other suitable means for permanently fas 

These stems are formed at their 
upper ends with heads c andare preferably 
split, so as to be capable of a spring action. 
D represents a book of bound checks pro 

vided with stubs at one end, and which are 
permanently held together at their stub end 
by means of a binder E to be made of any 
suitable material of approximately-rectangu 
lar shape, the binder being permanently se 
cured to the stubs by a novel form of open 
rivets or tubes EF, as will nowbe described. 
These open tubes or rivets extend entirely 
through the stub ends of the checks and 
through the binder E andare retained in po 
sition by flanges formed on one end of said 
tube, which bear upon one outside surface of 
the binder E and by riveting the other end of 
said tubes upon the other outside surface of 
said binder. The said open tubes Fare pro 
vided with vertical slits, asf. When the said 
tube is given a blow by a suitable tool, the 
central body portion thereof will bulge in 
wardly, as the papers through whichit passes 
would not permit it to bulge outwardly, which 
Would be the natural tendency, and the up 
per portion of the tube would extend out 
wardly, as at cº, and the upper edges beturned 
over by the force of the blow to form the 
flanges fº, as will be clearly seen in Fig. 7 of 
the drawings. The tube is shown in Fig. 8 
as it appears before being hit by the tool. 

In orderto place the boundsheets of checks 
within the cover A, it is simply necessary to 
force the spring slit stemsinto engagement 
with the open tubes, the heads of the spring 
stems being compressed by the inwardly-ex 
tendingbody portion of the tubes and locked 
in the tubes above the said inwardly-extend 
ing portion. When it is desired to disengage 
the bound sheets of checks from the spring 
stems, it canbe accomplished by simply pull 
ing the tubes F out of engagement with the 
spring split heads c, the heads of the said 
stems being compressed by the inwardly-ex 
tending portions of the tubes, and thereby 
permitted to slip out. 

It will be observed that in my construction 

the checks are bound permanently together 
by means of the open tubes F, which latter 
are rigidly held in place by riveting, and that 
the split spring-stems serve as a means of se 
curing a bound book of checks in position 
within the cover, and that the stems are so 
constructed as to admit of their being used 
in this manner, and in this respect myinven 
tion differs from other temporary binders, in 
which separate sheets arebound together and 
each sheet is capable of being removed when 
desired. . . 

By constructing a book of checks with the 
binder Eas a means of permanentlyholding 
the stubs a book of bound stubs can be pre 
served after the checks have all been torn off, 
and by removing the stubsbound in this man 
ner they can be conveniently stored away in 
a safe or other place without occupying so 
much space as when permanentlybound in a 
cover of the full size of the check or series 
of checks and without liability of becoming 
separated in any manner. 
By permanently securing the split stems to 

the lower cover or lid at a point forward of 
the flexible back and having the upper portion 
of the split spring-stems disconnected from 
the upper cover or lid several important ad 
vantagesare secured. First, the upper cover 
or lid is adapted to be thrownback or opened 
independently of the sheets of checks, and 
thus the book or sheets of checks will remain 
in a fiat or horizontal position while being 
written upon, which would not be the caseif 
the securing-stems were secured to the upper 
cover or lid, as the sheets of checks will have 
a tendency to bulge orbow up when the book 
is open. Another advantage of this construc 
tion is that the strain is taken off from the 
flexible back while the book is open as well 
as when closed, and the backbeing madeflexi 
ble and disconnected from the securing-stems 
is free to lie flat when the cover is thrown 
back on the table or other support free from 
all strain. 

By making the split spring-stems a perma 
nent part of the cover and binding the sheets 
of checks in the form of a bookhavinga per 
manent back edge binding the blank checks 
will be kept in a position within the cover to 
be filledin, and after all the checks have been 
used a permanently-bound series of stubs will 
be left, which can be readily removed from 
the cover and stored away for future refer 
ence, as stated above, and a new set of bound 
checks inserted into the old cover, and thus 
the cover can be used over and over again, 
thereby saving considerable expense to the 
banking-house. 
When a bankcustomer desiresa new check 

book, by the use of my inventionit is simply 
necessary forthe bankerto take from hisstock 
ofunbound checks the number Wanted by his 
customer, place them in the small binder E, 
and secure them together by means of the 
tube or eyelet F, and place the above combi 
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Y nation in the removable coverby means of the 
slit spring-heads, engaging as above de 
scribed. 
Having described my invention, what I 

5 claimas new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patenti, is 

1. Abank-checkbook comprisingin its con 
struction an upper andlower lid secured to 
getherby a flexible back, split spring-stems 
provided with heads and secured to the lower 
lid at points to one side of the flexible back, 
sheets of checks provided with apertures, a 
flanged back provided with apertures in its 
flanges coinciding with the apertures in the 
sheets of checks, tubes riveted to the fianged 
backinserted into the apertures in the sheets 
of checks and riveted to the flanges of the 
back soasto forma permanent binding, said 
tubes being provided with vertical slits, the 
central body portions of the tubes extending 
inwardly, and the upper portions extending 
outwardly, the construction and arrange 
ment being such that when the split spring 
stems are insert ed into the tubes, the heads 
thereof will be compressed by the inwardly 
extending body portions, and become locked 
in the tubes above the said inwardly-extend 
ing portions, substantially as described. 

O 

25 

2. Abank-checkbook comprisingin its con 
struction an outer cover consisting of an up 
per anda lowerlidsecured togetherbya flexi 
ble back, spring split stems provided With 
heads and secured to the saidlower lid at 
points to one side of the flexible back and 
sheets of checks provided with stubs perma 
nentlybound togetherby means of a flanged 
back provided with open tubes, said tubes 
being riveted to the flanges and provided with 
vertical slits, the central body portions of the 
tubes extending inwardly and the upper por 
tions extending outwardly, the portions of the 
bound checks surrounding the open tubes 
preventing them from bulging outwardly, the 
construction and arrangement beingsuchthat 
when the spring split stems are inserted into 
the tubes, the headsthereofwillbe compressed 
by the inwardly-extending body portion and 
become locked in the tubes above the saidin 
wardly - extending portion, substantially as 
described. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in presence of two witnesses. 

MARCUS P. EXLINE. 
Witnesses: 

WIN P. HANCoCK, 
J. E. L'ANCASTER. 
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