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The present invention relates generally to improvements
in the art of packaging commodities, and relates generally
to improvements in the: construction and use of com-
modity containers provided with integral ‘carrying handles.

A primary object of this invention is to provide an
improved paperboard or cardboard container of simple
and inexpensive construction adapted to effectively house
and protect desired commodities and which is moreover
provided with integral means for carrying the same. -

It has heretofore been proposed to provide carton type
commodity containers ‘with - various ‘forms of carrying
handles. In some cases, these handles have been formed
separately of the container and are adapted for attach-
ment to a convenient portion of the container. In other
cases, it has been proposed te form the carrying handles
integral with the blank of which the carton is formed.
However, the formation of separate carrying handles is
objectionable because of the added expense in the manu-
facture of such handles and the care and time which must
be devoted to the assembly of the cartons. In the prior
instances wherein the handle is formed integral with the
blank, the handle is generally formed as an extending
element from one edge of the blank and therefore re-
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quires the use of added material, and in other instances -

wherein an integral handle is' provided, the handle is
fragile and readily subject to tearing and often protrudes
beyond the bounding edges upon assembly of the container
thereby adding to the bulk thereof.

It is therefore a.more specific object of - the present
invention to provide ‘an improved commodity container
or carton having an integral carrying handle and wherein
all of the defects and disadvantages attendant prior struc-
tures of this general type are obviated.

Another specific object of the invention s to provide
an improved paperboard container adapted to ‘be formed
of a single blank and having an integral carrying handle
formed directly from the body of the blank without any
waste of stock.

Another specific object of this invention is to provide

an improved and novel commodity containet having an
attractive integral carrying handle of exceptionally dur-
able construction formed directly within the blank from
which the container is formed. )

Another specific object’ of my.invention is to provide
novel and improved carton-like containers having an
integral carrying handle formed therein which is normally
nested within a cut-out in the wall or falls thereof and
which is distendable for use at the will of the user. - ~

Stiil anothsr specific object of the present invention is
to provide an improved container formed of a single paper-
board or cardboard blank and having an-elongated carry-
ing handle formed within the bounding edges of the blank
and adapted to normally lie within the planes.of the con-
tainer walls but readily distendable to a position outwardly
of the walls to form a convenient carrying handle,

A further specific object of the present invention is to
provide an improved container comprising, a single paper-
board blank scored to provide cooperating closure wall
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portions, at least one of the wall portions having a cut-
out forming parallel guideways and providing an elongated
integral’ handle member having cne end hingedly con-
nected to the blank while its opposite end is enlarged to
provide extensions slidable along and beneath the guide-
ways when the member is displaced to form a handle.

These and other specific objects and advantages will
become apparent from the following detailed description.

A clear conception of the features constituting the
present invention and .of the manner of assembling and
mode of using cartons embodying the improvement and
provided with integral carrying handles may be had by
referring to the drawing accompanying and forming a
part of this specification, wherein like reference char-
acters designate the same or similar parts in the several
views. '

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a paperboard blank from which
a typical handled container embodying the invention may
be formed;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the typical. container
formed from the blank of Fig. 1 and showing the handle
in inactive nested condition; - : P
“ Fig. 3 is a similar perspective view of the same con-
tainer but showing the handle in distended and active
condition for carrying purposes; and

Fig. 4 is a bottom view of the container with a partial
section being taken along the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

While ' the invention has been particularly shown and
described herein as being embodied in a cardboard con-
tainer of trapezoidal shape especially adapted for use in
packaging certain commodities and provided with a flap
portion with the handle member extending from one edge
of the top wall and across the top wall into the flap por-
tion, it is not desired or intended to unnecessarily restrict
or limit the scope of this invention by virtue of such
specific embodiment, since the handle could be advanta-
geously utilized with cartons or containers. of various
shapes .andsizes with the handle forming member being
cut from one of the side walls or the top or bottom wall
and any one of the adjacent walls, Itis contemplated that
certain ‘descriptive terms used herein shall be given: the
broadest possible interpretation’ consistent with the dis-
closure. »

Referring to the drawing, the typical commodity con-
tainer or carton shown therein as embodying the inven-
tion comprises, in general, a single paperboard or card-
board blank 7 scored as along the lives 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 2@ to provide cooperating clo-
sure wall portions shown therein as consisting of a bottom
wall panel 22, side ‘wall panels 23, 24, end wall panels
25, 26 and a top wall panel 27, the top wall panel prefer-
ably being formed with an integral flap portion or exten-
sion 28 integrally hinged thereto along the score line 29
and adapted to overlie the side wall 24 when the carton
is assembled, the flap 28 being preferably formed with a
further extension or flap 30 integrally hinged thereto-along
the score line 31 and bhaving a pair of locking tabs or

ears 32 extending laterally therefrom and adapted for re-
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ception within suitable slits or locking nopéhes 33 formed
in thé bottom panel 22. In accordance with the present
invention, the blank 7 is formed with a cut-out extending
from. the score line 20, which forms an edge of the top
wall panel 27, transversely across the top wall 27 and into
the body of the flap portion 28, the cut-out thus forming
parallel .guideways 35, .36 and providing an elongated in-
tegral handle member 37 having the end thereof originat-
ing at the score line 20 hingedly connected as at 38 to the
blank while its opposite end is enlarged as at 39 to provide
lateral extensions 40, 41 slidable along and beneath the
guideways 35, 36 within the area of the flap portion 28
and between the flap 28 and underlying side wall 24 when
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the blank is assembled and the handle member 37 is dis-
placed as shown in Fig. 3 for carrying purposes.

The carton forming blank thus described as embodying
the present invention may be readily die-cuf from suitable
paperboard or cardboard with the aid of carton making
machinery; and in the particular- embodiment showa in
the drawing, the side wall 23 is connected with the end
wall 25 by foldable wings 43, 44 and with the end panel
26 by wings or folds 45, 46 while the side panel 24 is con-
nected with the end panel 25 by wings 47, 48 and with
the end panel 26 by wings 49, 50. The wings 43, 44 are
hingedly connected to each other along a diagonal fold
or score line 51 and are swingable inwardly along the
score lines 16, 12 respectively, and the wings 45, 46 are
likewise hingedly connected to each other along a diagonal
fold or score line 52 and are also swingable inwardly along
the score lines 17, 14 respectively. Similarly, the wings
47, 48 are hingedly connected along the diagonal score
line 53, and are swingable inwardly on the score lines
13, 18 respectively while the wings 49, 50 -are integrally
hinged to each other along the diagonal score line 54 and
are adapted to swing inwardly along score lines 15, 19
respectively. The flap 28 may or may not be provided as

desired, but when the flap is provided and the elongated -

bandle member 37 is cut therefrom as shown, the lateral
extensions 46, 41 in the enlarged portion 39 of the handie
are adapted to slide without interruption within the un-
obstructed space between the flap 28 and the adjacent
wall 24 when the carton is distended for actual use. How-
ever, the handle member 37 could be formed directly in
one of the side walls 23, 24 with the flap. 28 being elimi-
nated if desired, in which case the handle cut-cut either
opens directly to the carton interior or other means should
preferably be provided for underlying the same io protect
the packaged merchandise and permit uninterrupted oper-
ation of the handle. B

In assembling the carton from the blank shown in Fig.
1, it is merely necessary to simultaneously swing the sets
of wings 43, 44; 45, 46; 47, 48; 49, 50 inwardly along the
respective score lines 16, 12; 17, 14; 13, 18; 15, 19 thus
automatically bringing the side walls 23, 24 and end walls
25, 26 into container forming position. The desired com-
modity or article may then be placed within the container
and the top wall may be swung about the score line 28
into closed position with the flap. 28 being swung about
the score line 29 so as to overlie the side wall 24, the flap
28 being substantially co-extensive with the side wall 24.
The flap may then be locked in position by swinging the
extension 30 about the score line 31 so that the extension
is positioned under the base or bottom wall 22 whereupon
it may be locked in such position in an obvious manner
by means of the ears 32 which may be inserted within the
slots 33. While the carton is inactive and utilized solely
for display, the handle member 37 remains nested within
the cut-out as shown in Fig. 2 but when it is desired to
utilize the member 37 for carrying purposes, the enlarged
end 39 may be gently pressed inwardly of the cut-out
toward the side wall 24 so that the lateral extensions 490,
41 are displaced beneath the flap 28 and the guideways
35, 36 when the member 37 is subsequently pulled in an
upward direction for carrying purposes as shown in Fig. 3.

From the foregoing detailed description, it is believed
apparent that the present invention contemplates the pro-
vision of a commodity container or carton which may be
readily formed from a single blank of paperboard or the
like in a simple and inexpensive manner to thereby pro-
vide an exceptionally compact and durable unit. While
the invention has been illustrated as being specifically em-
bodied in a trapezoidal container, it may obviously be
readily utilized in carton type containers of varying shapes
and intended for diverse purposes. It'is also apparent
that the sets of wings 43, 44; 45, 46; 47, 48; 49, 50 may
be modified or eliminated and form no part of this in-
vention, and a modification thereof could readily be made
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which would result in a carton of a somewhat different £

4

shape. Likewise, the flap 28 may be eliminated or modi-
filed without departing from the invention, and the flap 28
or the side walls could be locked in assembled condition
with the aid of any suitable locking device. - The shape
of the handle forming member 37, and particularly the
enlarged portion 39 thereof, may also obviously be modi-
fied as long as the member 37 is hingedly connected to
the blank at one end and is provided with a suitable en-
largement at the opposite end adapted to slide along and
beneath substantially parallel guideways 35, 36. Con-
tainers manufactured in accordance with this invention
have been placed in actual commercial use, and such con-
tainers have proven highly satisfactory and acceptable
as well as attractive in appearance. The enlargement 39
on the carrying handle member 37 may be used as an
extremely eye-appealing and eye-catching arrow pointing
to indicia on the package to direct the purchaser’s atten-
tion thereto, and when so used the carrying handle serves
a somewhat greater than utilitarian purpose and possesses
considerable sales appeal. '

It should of course be understood that it-is not desired
or intended .to limit or restrict the invention to the exact
details of construction or mode of operation herein shown
and described, since various modifications within the scope
of the appended claims may occur to persons skilled in
the art to which this invention pertains.

Iclaim: )

1. A paperboard container comprising, a single blank
scored to provide cooperating closure wall portions and a
flap portion adapted to overlie one of said wall portions,
said blank having a cut-out originating at one of the score
lines and extending into said flap portion to form parallel
guideways and providing an elongated integral handle
member having one end hingedly connected to the blank
at said one score line while its opposite end is laterally
enlarged to provide extensions slidable along and beneath
said guideways within the arca of said flap portion and
between said flap portion and said underlying wall por-
tion when the member is displaced to form a handle.

2. A paperboard container comprising, a single blank
scored to provide cooperating closure wall portions and
a flap portion adapted to overlie one of said wall portions,
said blank having a cut-out originating at one of the score
lines and extending through one of said wall portions and
into said flap portion to form parallel guideways and pro-
viding an elongated integral handle member having one
end hingedly connected to the blank at said one score
line while its opposite end is laterally enlarged to provide
extensions slidable along and beneath said guideways with-
in the area of said flap portion and between said flap por-
tion and said underlying wall portion when the member
is displaced to form a handle.

3. A paperboard container: comprising, a single blank
scored to provide cooperating bottom, side, end and top
walls and a flap portion extending from said top wall
and adapted to overlie one of said side walls, said blank
having a cut-out extending from an edge of said top wall
across said top wall and into said flap portion to form
parallel guideways and providing an elongated integral
handle member having.one end hingedly connected to the
blank at said top wall'edge while its cpposite end is later-
ally. enlarged to provide extémsions slidable along and
beneath said guideways within the area of said flap por-
tion and between said flap portion and said underlying side
wall when the member is displaced to form a handle.
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