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This-invention relates to- a dispenser and more par-
ticularly to a dispenser for stamps and similar thin con-
sumable articles which are adapted to be folded in
accordion fashion. )

Postage stamps, while being an important consumer
item used by many individuals, are still distributed and
stored in comparatively primitive ways. The cigar box
in the corner drug store is still an often used expedient.
Purchases from the post office are of full sheets, or parts
of sheets of stamps. More recently, stamp vending ma-
chines have become popular because of their convenience
and improved sanitation over the aforementioned dis-
tributing methods. Stamps dispensed from vending ma-
chines are either cut from long expensive rolls of stamps,
or are pre-cut and folded in quantities of three or four
stamps into small packages.

There is, however, no really practical way for stamp
users to carry stamps around with them. - If the user is
a man, the stamp often is carried in a pocket and may
become dirty and crumpled and thoroughly unappetizing
to use. If the user is a woman, the stamp may become
lost in the crevices of, or among the myriads of articles
carried in, the woman’s purse. A further hazard, to
stamps carried on the persom, particularly in humid
weather, is the activation of the adhesive on the stamps
by the moist atmospheric condition, resulting in spoilage
of the stamps.

One object of this invention is to provide a simple
and inexpensive stamp dispenser: which may be easily
carried by the stamp user in his pocket or purse while
avoiding the difficulties above set forth.

Another object of this invention is to provide a novel
stamp dispenser which provides storage space therein for
a substantial quantity of stamps folded in accordion fash-

ion, with means being provided for automatically un- :

folding the stamps and feeding them in single file from
the dispenser as they are consumed,

A further object of this invention is to provide a novel
stamp dispenser for use with accordion-folded supply of
stamps, which dispenser is arranged to provide storage
space for two different denominations of stamps and to
permit selective feeding and consumption of eithér of
the two types of stamps, as desired.

Further objects and advantages of this invention will
become apparent as the following description proceeds
and the features of novelty which characterize this in-
vention will be pointed out with particularity in the claims
annexed to and forming part of this specification.

A preferred embodiment of the invention is shown in
the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1is a perspective view showing the novel stamp
dispenser with files of stamps issuing’ from the sides
thereof; '

Figure 2 is an enlarged cross section view taken on
line 2—2 of Figure 1; : :

Figure 3 is a'cross section view taken on line 3—3 of

Figure 2;
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Figure 4 is an exploded side elevation view showing the
cap and base construction of the dispenser;

Figure 5 is an exploded end elevation view of the
stamp dispenser;

Figure 6 is a. perspective view of a modified form of
stamp 'dispenser;

Figure 7 is a cross section view taken on line 7—7 of
Figure 6;

Figure 8 is a plan view, with portions broken away, of
still another form of stamp dispenser;

Figure 9 is a cross section view taken on line 9—9 of
Figure 8; and

Figure 10 is an enlarged fragmentary cross section
view taken on line 10—16 of Figure 8.

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown the
novel stamp dispenser which is formed preferably of a
transparent plastic molded material. The stamp dispenser
generally indicated at 10 includes a separable base 12
and a cap 14. When assembled, as shown in the draw-
ings, the stamp dispenser provides a body member which
defines therein a pair of storage compartments. 16 and
18, each compartment being adapted to hold therein a
supply of stamps 26 which are folded in accordion fash-
ion, as'shown. The body member of the stamp dispenser
also defines a pair of elongated alignment. passageways
22 and 24 which are associated respectively with the
storage compartments 16 and 18. In particular, the
body member of stamp dispenser 18 defines elements
which include a bottom 26, top 28, clongated lateral
outer walls 3¢ and 32, end walls 34 and 36, inner walls
38 and 48, and a transverse inner wall 42.

The stamp dispenser shown actually defines a pair of
dispensing sections which are arranged in.back to back
relation, and provides for dispensing of two denomina-
tions of stamps from a single container. The following
detailed description of one-half of the dispenser will
serve to describe the entire construction.

The lateral outer wall 30 extends substentially the
entire length of the body member and merges at one
end into the end wall 34, while the extended end of said
outer wall 3¢ terminates slightly short of the other end
wall 36. Although shown slightly convex, the outer wall
36 extends generally parallel to the longitudinal axis of
the dispenser body. The inner walls 38 and 40, are pref-
erably, of a length shorter than one-half of the overall
length of the dispenser body. The. cutermost ends of
the .inner walls 38 and 40 merge respectively into the
end walls 34 and 36.  The inner walls 38 and 40 extend
parallel to each other and to the longitudinal axis of the
dispenser body, and are spaced on opposite sides of the
longitudinal axis of the dispenser body. The inner wall
38 is disposed closer to outer wall 32, and with infier wall
49 is disposed closer .to outer wail 30, as shown, for
reasons that will become apparent as this description
proceeds. ‘ .

The innermost ends of the inner walls 38 and 40 are
interconnected by transverse inner wall 42 which is dis-
posed so as to pass through the geometrical center of
the dispenser body. Transverse inner wall 42 is disposed
and arranged so as to meet inner walls 38 and 40, and
form included angles therewith in the range of about 120°.

At the juncture of the transverse wall 42 with inner
walls 38 and 40 there are formed bulbous enlargements
44 and 46 which serve a number of purposes. One pur-
pose of the bulbous enlargements 44 and 46 is to serve as
constricters of the passageways 22 and 24, at their junc-
tures with the storage compartments 16 and 18, through
which the single file of stamps is drawn. Another pur-
pose of the bulbous enlargements is to cooperate with
the supply of accordion folded stamps in the storage
compartments 16 and. 18 to prevent the entire folded
supply of stamps from entering the passageways 22 and
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24 as a single file of the stamps is being drawn there-

through. A third purpose of the bulbous enlargements
44 and 46 is to serve as a reinforcement of the junctures
between the transverse wall 42 and the inner walls 38 and
49. .

The extended end of the outer wall 30 is apertured at
48 to provide an access opening to the single file of stamps
which extends through passageway 22. It is through
aperture 48 that engagement may be made either by means

of an instrument, or by the finger of a person, with the.

single file of stamps, for the purpose of advancing the
stamps as they are consumed.

The inner wall 38 cooperates with end wall 34, trans-
verse inner wall 42, and outer wall 30, to define the stor-
age compartment 16 in which the accordion-folded ar-
ticles, such as stamps, are adapted to be stored. The
width of the storage compartment—that is the spacing be-
tween the inner wall 38 and outer wall 30—is relatively
large and is of svfficient magnitude to receive therein the
accordion-folded articles disposed transverse to the line
along which they advance in single file through the pas-
sageway 22. :

The inner wall 40 cooperates with the outer wall 30,
and with the aperture 48 therein, to define both the rela-
tively narrow passageway 22 therebetween through which
the articles being dispensed are caused to pass in single
file, and also to form a feeding and dispensing means, in
communication with said passageway 22, for feeding the
stamps from the container. The feeding and dispensing
means includes the porticn of wall 40 opposite the
aperture 48, said portion of the wall 40 serving as a sup-
port for the single file of articles passing thereover. The
aperture 48 permits a person to engage the single file of
stamps between his finger and said supporting portion of
wall 40 to provide for advancing the stamps in single file
as they are consumed.

In the particular construction' disclosed the base mem-
ber is provided with a pair.of upstanding end flanges 50
and a pair of upstanding side flanges 52 which are molded
integrally with the base member 12. Cap 14 is adapted
to fit snugly down over the flanges 50 and 52, said flanges
being operative to keep the cap 14 centered on the base
12, and said flanges also serving to frictionally engage
the cap 14 to retain said cap on said base in assembled
condition.

Both the cap 14 and base 12 are appropriately molded
so that, when assembled, the dispenser defines the ele-
ments and parts hereinabove described. Thus, some of
the elements may be molded into the base and other parts
into the cap, as desired. For example, aperture 48 is de-
fined by appropriate molded cooperating portions of both
the cap 14 and base 12.

The use of a cap and base arrangement permits the
separation of said members so that a new supply of ac-
cordion-folded stamps may be easily inserted into each of
the storage chambers or compartments 16 and 18 with
one end of each accordion-folded strip unfolded and
threaded through the alignment passageways 22 and 24 in
position to permit of dispensing of the stamps from the
container.

In the modified form of dispenser shown in Figures
6 and 7, the stamp dispenser is generally indicated at 60
and includes a body portion, or body member, 62 of
generally rectangular shape, a pair of spaced outer lateral
walls 64, spaced upper and lower walls 66, spaced end
walls 68, inner walls 70, and a transverse inner wall 72
which interconnects the spaced terminal ends of the inner
walls 760.

The arrangement of parts defines storage compartments
74 for stamps 76, and relatively narrow passageways 78
through which the stamps 76 are adapted to pass in
single file from the storage compartment 74. Each outer
‘wall is provided with an aperture 88 therein to provide
‘access to the single file of stamps in the passageway 78.
The width of passageway 78, as shown in Figure 7, is just
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, 4
sufficient to accommodate the passage therethough of a
single thickness of stamps, thereby providing that the ac-
cordion-folded stamps 76 within storage compartment 74
must unfold into single file as the stamps are withdrawn
from the dispenser as they are consumed.

The spaced outer walls 64 are hingedly mounted on
pins 82 which are carried by portions of the lower and
upper walls 66 which bound the storage compartments
74. Each outer wall 64 carries therecon a plurality of
flanges 84 which are adapted to frictionally engage other
portions of the body member 62, in this instance portions
of walls 66, to frictionally retain the hinged outer walls
64 in their closed condition, which is shown in full lines
in Figure 7. When a hinged wall 64 is swung to its open
condition, as shown in dot-dash lines in Figure 7, there
is provided access to the storage compartments 74, where-
by the dispenser may be reloaded with stamps after the
supply therein has been exhausted.

In the form of dispenser shown in Figures 8 to 10,
the dispenser is generally indicated at 90 and includes a
body member 92 and a cap member 94 fitted thereon.
The body member is recessed to provide an elongated
storage chamber 96 for receiving therein a supply of ac-
cordion-folded articles such as stamps.

An elongated passageway 98 communicates with com-
partment 96, through which passageway the stamps are
adapted to be dispensed in single file from the continuous
strip of stamps. As shown in the instant device the single
file of stamps being advanced from the accordion-folded
supply thereof is of a width greater than that of a single
stamp. In the instant example the width is equivalent
to five three-cent stamps.

The body 92 defines an inner wall, or wall surface, 100
over which the single file of advancing stamps are adapted
to pass. The dispenser is provided with an outer wall
102 having apertures 104 formed therein through which
engagement may be had with the file of stamps being
advanced, to provide for advancing the stamps. In the
instant device the file of stamps is adapted to be advanced
a single length of stamps at a time, although provision
may be made for advancing any desired length. of the
stamp file.

The stamp dispenser carries thereon a severing means
for severing from said continucus strip of stamps
a selected portion of the file that has been advanced
through said dispensing means. After the single length
of stamps has been advanced, as shown in Figure 9, the
advanced portion is severed from the continuous strip.
The severing means includes a severing blade 106 carried
at its ends by reciprocable pins 108 that are normally
biased to an upper inoperative position, as shown in
Figure 10, by springs 110. Slot means 112 are provided
in body 92 to accommodate movement of the blade 106
in its severing operation.

After a single length of stamps of a five-stamp width
has been severed, said severed length lies disposed in a
relatively shallow secondary compartment 114 which is
adapted to receive said severed portion in flat condition.
The body 92 and cap 94 define lower and upper bound-
aries of said secondary compartment 114, and severing
blade 106 lies along one lateral boundary of compart-
ment 114, .

The cap 94 is apertured at 116 to provide access to the

_severed strip of five stamps which lies in secondary com-

partment 114 and permits dispensing of the stamps singly
from compartment 114 in a direction transverse to the
direction in which the file moves from said first storage
compartment 96 toward said severing blade 106.

While there has been shown and described particular
embodiments of this invention, it will be obvious to those
skilled in the art that various changes and modifications
may be made therein without departing from the inven-
tion and, therefore, it is intended in the appended claims
to cover all such changes and modifications as fall within
the true spirit and scope of the invention.
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What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is:

1. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are adapted to bé folded in accordion fashion,
said dispenser. comprising an- elongated body member
having a pair of spaced outer lateral walls which run
substantially the entire length of said body member, a
pair of elongated inner walls having spaced terminal ends,
a transverse inner wall interconnecting said spaced termi-
nal ends of said inner walls; each inner wall being ar-
ranged relative to said pair of outer walls so as to form
between said inner wall and one of said outer walls a
storage compartment of relatively large width adapted
to receive and store therein a supply of said accordion-
folded articles, and to form between said inner wall and
the other of said outer walls a passageway of relatively
narrow width adapted to have articles pass therethrough
unfolded and in single file, each said passageway, which
is defined in part by one inner wall, communicating with
the storage compartment defined in part by the other
inner wall, and said pair of passageways extending from
said. storage compartments in opposite directions.

2. A dispenser for.stamps and similar thin articles
which are adapted to be folded in accordion fashion,
said dispenser comprising an elongated -body member
having a pair of spaced outer lateral walls which run
substantially the entire length of said body member, a
pair of elongated inner walls having spaced terminal ends,
a transverse inner wall interconnecting said spaced termi-
nal ends of said spaced inner walls, each inner wall being
arranged relative to said pair of outer walls so as to form
between said inner wall and one of said outer walls a
storage compartment of relatively large width adapted to
receive and store therein a supply of said accordion-folded
articles, and to form between said inner wall and the
other of said outer walls a passageway of relatively nar-
row width adapted to have articles pass therethrough
unfolded and in single file, each said passageway, which
is defined in part by one inner wall, communicating with
the storage compartment defined in part by the other
inner wall, and each outer wall defining therein.an aper-
ture opposite the closest adjacent inner wall, through
which aperture may be had engagement with a strip of

6

storage compartment of relatively large width adapted to
receive and store therein a supply of said accordion-folded
articles, and to form betwcen said inner wall and the

~ other of said outer walls a passageway of relatively nar-

row width adapted to have articles pass therethrough
unfolded and in single file, each said passageway, which
is defined in part by one inner wall, communicating with
the storage compartment defined in part by the other

“inner wall, said elongated body member comprising a
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unfolded articles, passing through said passageway, for -

advancing said articles as they are consumed.

3. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are adapted to be folded in accordion fashion,
said dispenser comprising an elongated body member
having a pair of spaced outer. lateral walls which run
substantially the entire length of said body member, a
pair of elongated inner walls having spaced terminal ends,
a transverse inner wall interconnecting said spaced termi-
nal ends of said spaced inner walls, each inner wall being
arranged relative to said pair of outer walls so as to form
between said inner wall and one of said outer walls a
storage compartment of relatively large width adapted to
receive and store therein a supply of said accordion-folded
articles, and to form between said inmer wall and the
other of said outer walls a passageway of relatively nar-
row width adapted to have articles pass therethrough
unfolded and in single file, each said passageway, which
is defined in part by one inner wall, communicating with
the siorage compartment defined . in part by the other
inner wall, and said transverse inner wall forming with
each inner wall an included angle in the range of 120°.

4. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are adapted to be folded in accordion fashion,
said dispenser comprising an elongated body member
having a pair of spaced outer lateral walls which run
substantially the entire length of said body member, a
pair of elongated inner walls having spaced terminal ends,
a transverse inner wall interconnecting said spaced termi-
nal ends of said spaced inner walls, each inner wall being
arranged relative to said pair of outer walls so as to form
between said inner wall and one of said outer walls a

45

base portion closed at its bottom and open at its top, and
a cap portion fitting removably onto said base portion
and closing the top of said body member, and telescopic
elements on said base and cap for aligning said base and
cap and for providing frictional retentional engagement
between said base and cap.

5. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are adapted to be folded in accordion fashion, said
dispenser comprising an elongated body member having
a pair of spaced outer lateral walls which run substan-
tially the entire length of said body member, a pair of
elongated inner walls having spaced terminal ends, a
transverse inner wall interconnecting said spaced terminal
ends of said spaced inner walls, each inner wall being
arranged relative to said pair of outer walls so as to form
between said inner wall and one of said cuter walls a
storage compariment of relatively large width adapted
to receive and store therein a supply of said accordion-
folded articles, and to form between said inner wall and
the other of said outer walls a passageway of relatively
narrow width adapted to have articles pass therethrough
unfolded and in single file, each said passageway, which
is defined in part by one inner wall, communicating with
the storage compartment defined in part by the other in-
ner wall, each outer wall defining therein an aperture
opposite the closest adjacent inner wall, through which
aperture may be had engagement with a strip of unfolc;ed
articles, passing through said passageway, for advanc}ng
said articles as they are consumed, and means forming
a constriction in said passageway, at the juncture of said
passageway and said storage compartment, being opera-
tive to assist in effecting the unfolding of said accordion-
folded articles into a single file strip of said articles.

6. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin arti?les
which are adapted to be folded in accordion fashion,
said dispenser comprising an elongated body member hav-

. ing a pair of spaced outer lateral walls which run sub-
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stantially the entire length of said body member, a pair
of elongated inner walls having spaced terminal ends,
a transverse inner wall intercomnecting said spaced ter-
minal ends of said inner walls, each inner wall being
arranged relative to said pair of outer walls so as to
form between said inner wall and one of said cuter walls
a storage compartment of relatively large width adapted
to receive and store therein a supply of said zccordion-
folded articles, and to form between said inger wall and
the other of said ocuter walls a passageway of relatively
narrow width adapted to have articles pass therethrough
unfolded and in single file, each said passageway, which
is defined in part by one inner wall, communicating with
the storage compartment defined in part by the other
inner wall, said pair of passageways extending from said
storage compartments in opposite directions, and said
pair of outer walls being hingedly mounted on said body
member to afford access to the storage compartments
formed in said body member.

7. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are adapted to be folded in accordion fashion, said
dispenser comprising an elongated body member having
a pair of spaced outer lateral walls which run substan-
tially the entire length of said body member, a pair of
elongated inner walls having spaced terminal ends, a
transverse innmer wall interconnecting said spaced ter-
minal ends of said inner walls, each inner wall being ar-
ranged relative to said pair of outer walls so as to form
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between said inner wall and one of said outer walls a
storage compartment of relatively large width adapted to
receive and store therecin a supply of said accordion-
folded articles, and to form between said inner wall and
the other of said outer walls a passageway of relatively
narrow width adapted to have articles pass therethreugh
unfolded and in single file, each said passageway, which
is defined in part by one inner wall, communicating with
the storage compartment defined in part by the other
inner wall, said pair of passageways extending from said
storage compartments in opposite directions, said pair of
outer walls being hingedly mounted on said body mem-
ber to afford access to the storage compartments formed
in said body member, and frictional retention means car-
ried by said hinged cuter walls and being frictionally
engageable with said body member to provide for retain-
ing said hinged outer walls in closed condition.

8. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are arranged in a continuous strip adapted to be
folded in accordion fzshion, said dispenser comprising
a body member defining a storage compartment in which
the accordion-fclded articles are adapted to be stored,
an elongated alignment passageway communicating with
said storage compartment and through which said con-
tinuous strip of thin articles are adapted to pass in single
file, feeding and dispensing means in communication with
said passageway and adapted to receive the thin articles
in single file from said passageway, and affcrding engage-
ment of the articles passing through said passageway,
said feeding and dispensing means including a support
wall on said body member, for supporting the single file
of articles passing thereover, and means defining an aper-
ture opposite said support wall through which may be
had engagement of said single file of articles, for advanc-
ing said single file of articles as they are consumed, and
severing means carried by said body member for sever-
ing, from said continuous strip, a selected portion of the
file of articles that has been advanced through said dis-
pensing means.

9. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are arranged in a continuous strip adapted to be
folded in accordion fashion, said dispenser comprising
a body member defining a storage compartment in which
the accordion-folded articles are adapted to be stored,
an clongated alignment passageway communicating with
said storage compartment and through which said con-
timwous strip of thin articles are adapted te pass in single
file, feeding and dispensing means in communication
with said passageway and adapted to receive the thin
articles in single file from said passageway, and afford-
ing engagement of the articles passing through said pas-
segeway, said feeding and dispensing means including a
support wall on said body member, for supporting the
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single file of articles passing thereover, and means de-
fining an aperture opposite said support wall through
which may be had engagement of said single file of
articles, for advancing said single file of articles as they
are consumed, severing means carried by said body mem-
ber for severing, from said continuous strip, a selected
portion of -the file of articles that has been advanced
through said dispensing mieans, and lateral dispensing
means for dispensing said severed selected portion of the
file of articles, as they are consumed, in a direction
transverse to the direction in which the file moves from
said storage compartment toward said severing means.

10. A dispenser for stamps and similar thin articles
which are arranged in a continuous strip adapted to be
folded in accordion fashion, said dispenser comprising
a body member defining a storage compartment in which
the accordion-folded articles are adapted to be stored,
an elongated alignment passageway communicating with
said storage compartment and through which said con-
tinuous strip of thin articles are adapted to pass in single
file, feeding and dispensing means in communication
with said passageway and adapted to receive the thin
articles in single file from said passageway, and afford-
ing engagement of the articles passing through said pas-
sageway, said feeding and dispensing means including
a support wall on said body member, for supporting
the single file of articles passing thereover, and means
defining an aperture opposite said support wall through
which may be had engagement of said single file of
articles, for advancing said single file of articles as they
are consured, severing means carried by said body mem-
ber for severing, from said continuous strip, a selected
portion of the file of articles that has been advanced
through said dispensing means, means defining a second-
ary storage compartment for receiving therein said severed
selected portion of the file of articles in flat condition,
and lateral dispensing means for dispensing said severed
portion of the file of articles, as they are consumed, in
a direction transverse to the direction in which the file
moves from said storage compartment toward said sever-
ing means.

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

476,005 Davis - May 31, 1892
612,906 King cceeem o Oct. 25, 1898
794,397 D'Orn e July 11 1905
901,019 MaAXON oo Oct. 13, 1908
1,125,373 Neibaur etal. .o ___._ Jan. 19, 1915
1,253,070 Mahaney oo Jan. 8, 1918
1,285,240 Krile e Nov. 19, 1918
2,500,012 Smoak e Mar. 7, 1950



