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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to collapsible con-
tainers and, more specifically, to a ring swimming pool
having portholes.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Portable swimming pools, or kiddie pools, are
known. The most common type of pool of this type is
formed from molded plastic, which permanently takes on
the shape of a small, portable swimming pool. These
pools exist in a variety of shapes and sizes, and consum-
ers are able to choose the specific portable pool that suits
their particular needs.
[0003] One problem with the conventional portable
pool is there is not a manner of viewing the inside of the
pool from the outside, other than from above the pool.
There are no windows or portholes in conventional port-
able pools.
[0004] Another problem associated with these types
of portable pools is that they are cumbersome. Because
the pools often have an awkward size and shape, they
are difficult to transport, as they can be larger than many
vehicles. Thus, to transport one of these items, a con-
sumer must typically strap it to the roof of a vehicle, or if
the pool is too large, the purchaser must make arrange-
ments for oversized vehicle transport. Moreover, such
pools are difficult and awkward to handle or carry even
for short distances.
[0005] In addition to the problem with transporting
these conventional portable pools, they are generally so
large that they are difficult to store. In fact, among certain
consumers, they have become disposable due to the dif-
ficulties of storage. Oftentimes consumers, for example,
can purchase one of these portable pools at the begin-
ning of the summer swimming season, and simply dis-
card it during the colder months when it would otherwise
need to be stored. This practice, however, is viewed by
many as wasteful, and is preferably avoided.
[0006] Another problem with conventional molded
plastic portable pools is that they are easily breakable.
Because of this problem, the difficulty in storing such
items is exacerbated as they cannot easily be bent or
manipulated without the risk of breaking the item. Addi-
tionally, because of the manner in which children play in
and around a portable pool, the fact that they are easily
breakable is highly undesirable since it could potentially
cause or contribute to injuries.
[0007] Accordingly, it would be desirable that such a
pool have portholes or windows, by which one can see
inside the pool via a side wall. Moreover, it would be
desirable to develop a portable pool that exhibits the port-
ability of an inflatable pool, but which does not require

the same time and energy expenditure, or presents the
same storage difficulties, as an inflatable pool, and which
possesses the ability to be used immediately, such as a
molded pool. It would be desirable that such a portable,
storable pool be relatively robust, and not be easily bro-
ken, or otherwise damaged.
[0008] US 3,373,450 describes an above ground plas-
tic pool which includes a window in a side wall.
[0009] US6 588 028 describes an above ground swim-
ming pool comprising first and second spaced apart an-
nular members and a plurality of vertical members ex-
tending between the annular members. The respective
members are inflatable. A transparent side wall is located
at the internal side of the respective members.
[0010] US 2004/0216373 describes a pond, such as
for a water garden, comprising a base and a flexible side
wall extending upwardly from the base. The side wall
may be translucent or clear.
[0011] US 2004/0040082 describes a self-rising swim-
ming pool having a side wall which is sufficiently trans-
lucent to allow those outside the swimming pool to mon-
itor the underwater activities of the swimming pool’s oc-
cupants.
[0012] US 5 416 932 describes an above-ground pool
having a rigid outer wall and a water retaining liner. The
rigid outer wall includes a through hole and the liner in-
cludes a transparent portion aligned with the hole in the
rigid wall, such that the interior of the pool may be viewed
through the hole.

SUMMARY

[0013] A collapsible container with portholes is de-
scribed, which is both portable and robust, and which
exhibits an ease of use. Specifically, the invention as
described in claim 1 provides a collapsible swimming
pool with portholes, which can also be used as a different
container that exhibits the portability and ease of storage
of an inflatable or portable pool without the need for a
great expenditure of time and/or energy prior to use, such
as the difficulties that might generally be associated with
an inflatable pool. Additionally, the swimming pool having
portholes is configured to be used immediately, without
any need for appreciable set-up time or significant ener-
gy. Moreover, the swimming pool of the present invention
is relatively robust while still accommodating portholes,
and is not easily broken, punctured, torn, or otherwise
damaged, as is the case with known pools.
[0014] The pool will be described as incorporating a
side wall, as a preferred embodiment comprises a circu-
lar-shaped pool having but a single side, but it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that the pool can
include more than one side.
[0015] In accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the invention, a floatation device (which can be inflat-
able) can be positioned at the top rim of the collapsible
pool. The floatation device can provide padding for those
entering and exiting the pool, and can also provide a man-
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ner by which the pool changes from a collapsed to an
expanded configuration with the addition of water within
the pool. For instance, the flotation device can rise as
the water level rises due to its buoyant properties, ex-
tending the material connecting the top of the pool, there-
by erecting the side walls of the pool.
[0016] The swimming pool further comprises a plurality
of portholes in the side wall of the pool. A porthole is a
through-space window-like opening. The porthole ena-
bles one to see the inside of the pool from outside the
pool, and can include a variety of shapes. The material
of the porthole is preferably transparent enabling inside
the pool to outside the pool, and/or inside the pool to
outside the pool viewing. The material of the side wall is
preferably opaque.
[0017] In accordance with yet another embodiment,
supports such as vertical rib supports, can be coupled
proximate to the side wall of the pool. For example, the
supports can be inserted within the material making up
the side wall. These support members can comprise at
least a portion of a flotation device or a support member,
and can have at least a portion coupled to the top of the
side wall and vertically along the side wall to provide
buoyancy and/or rigidity to the side wall. These support
members can comprise, for example, one or more inflat-
able bladders, collapsible foam, removable support
members, or the like.
[0018] Further features of the invention, and the ad-
vantages offered thereby, are explained in greater detail
hereinafter with reference to specific embodiments illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like ele-
ments are indicated by like reference designators.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a container having
portholes, in accordance with an exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the container having
portholes, in accordance with another exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the container having
portholes with braces, in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a container having
portholes with braces, in accordance with another
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0020] To facilitate an understanding of the principles
and features of the invention, it is explained hereinafter
with reference to its implementation in an illustrative em-
bodiment. In particular, the invention is described in the
context of being a collapsible swimming pool having port-

holes. Because of its collapsible nature, the invention
can be easily stored, and is readily portable.
[0021] The invention, however, is not limited to its use
as a portable, collapsible, and/or pop-up swimming pool
with portholes. Rather, the invention can be used wher-
ever a collapsible and/or pop-up container that provides
for convenient storage and visible access to the interior
(portholes) is needed or desired. Thus, the container de-
scribed hereinafter as a portable swimming pool with
portholes can also fmd utility as a container for a variety
of liquids or other substances that require or could make
use of such a collapsible container with see-through sec-
tions. Additionally, the material described hereinafter as
making up the various elements of the container of the
invention are intended to be illustrative and not restrictive.
Many suitable materials that would perform the same or
a similar function as the materials described herein are
intended to be embraced within the scope of the inven-
tion. Such other materials not described herein can in-
clude, but are not limited to, materials that are developed
after the time of the development of the invention, for
example.
[0022] The invention provides several preferred em-
bodiments of collapsible containers with portholes that
can be used as swimming pool. These collapsible con-
tainers are generally formed by joining a base, along its
perimeter, to an erected side wall at or near one edge of
the side wall.
[0023] Along the edge of the side wall not joined to the
base, either an upward force providing member or a
shape retaining member, or a combination of the two can
be positioned. The upward force providing member or
shape retaining member generally has at least a portion
coupled proximate to the end of the side wall not joined
to the base. The upward force providing member can
comprise a variety of different elements capable of aiding
the transformation of the collapsible container from a col-
lapsed configuration to an expanded configuration by
erecting the side wall. For example, the upward force
providing member might be a floating device that floats
on liquid deposited in the container, causing the side wall
to rise as more liquid is deposited in the container.
[0024] A support member and/or shape retaining
member can be formed from one or more support mem-
bers having at least a portion coupled proximate to the
side wall of the pool. For example, vertical rib supports
can be used as an upward force providing member, a
shape-retaining member, or both. Such vertical ribs can
be formed from individual inflatable portions, or can be
a foam insert, or the like. According to some embodi-
ments, such vertical ribs can be collapsible, being formed
from collapsible inflatable portions, collapsible foam por-
tions, or other suitable compositions.
[0025] The pool includes at least one porthole in the
side wall. A plurality of portholes can be provided, each
being a translucent portion of the side wall, and preferably
transparent. The portholes provide a window-like mech-
anism permitting one to see into the pool through the side
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wall. Similarly, the portholes enable one within the pool
to see outside the pool.
[0026] A container, or portable swimming pool, con-
structed in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the invention, can be seen in the perspective view illus-
trated in Fig. 1. As shown in Fig. 1, a swimming pool 100
has a base 110 and a side wall 120, which is made from
a physical material and is formed in a particular shape.
[0027] The pool 100 can be a frame pool or a pop-up
type of pool, both of which being collapsible in nature.
The frame pool is typically pre-fabricated and includes a
plurality of external vertical braces or frames for support-
ing the frame pool above the ground. The pop-up pool is
adapted to rise with the amount of water inserted into
pool, and can also be outfitted with external braces or
frames for additional support. As one skilled in the art
would appreciate, other types of pools can be used with
the present invention.
[0028] The shape of the pool 100 can be circular, oval,
and the like. Indeed, the pool 100 can be made in a variety
of shapes, including, but not limited to, rectangular,
square, oblong, oval-shaped, elliptical, rectangular with
rounded corners, and the like. Thus, it will be apparent
to one skilled in the art that the configuration of the pool
100 can be many shapes. Different shapes can result in
the pool 100 having more than one side wall 120 forming
the perimeter of the pool 100. Additionally, the pool 100
can be made in a variety of sizes, depending upon the
desired use.
[0029] The pool 100 is formed with the base 110 and
side wall 120. The base 110 and side wall 120 can be
manufactured out of many different materials and can be
formed of the same materials or each a different material.
For example, the base 110 and side wall 120 of the swim-
ming pool 100 can be formed from a textile (e.g., burlap,
etc.) or synthetic material (e.g., plastics, polyurethane,
PVC, nylon, etc). Many materials (especially water-per-
meable textiles, etc.) can be used to construct a pool;
the materials, however, should be treated to retain water.
For example, such materials could be adhered to, lami-
nated with, coated with, or bonded to a material imper-
meable to water. In accordance with the embodiment
shown in Fig. 1, the base 110 can be formed from a nylon
shell, which can be laminated or otherwise treated to hold
water. For example, the nylon shell might be bonded to
another material, such as a polyurethane, PVC, vinyl, or
other suitable impermeable lining to provide the desirable
waterproof qualities, and to provide a more pleasing tac-
tile quality to the interior of the pool 100. Similarly, the
wall 120 of the pool 100 can be constructed from these
materials, or other materials having similar suitable qual-
ities. Many of the materials that are used can be selected
for their durability.
[0030] For example, the base 110 can be formed from
materials that are more durable than the side wall 120,
as this section of the pool 100 would likely be subjected
to more wear than that experienced by the side wall 120.
Also, as described, the base 110 and side wall 120 can

be formed from a combination of materials, which can be
adhered or bonded together. The materials used for the
various portions of the pool 100, including, for example,
the base 110 and the side wall 120, can be joined by way
of a number of commonly known suitable techniques,
such as sewing, adhesives, bonding, lamination, RF
welding, other suitable joining techniques, and the like.
The connection of the base 110 to the side wall 120 can
be along the bottom 122 of the side wall 120. The base
110 includes a perimeter, wherein the side wall 120 can
be connected about the perimeter of the base 110.
[0031] The side wall 120 can include an inner wall 126
and an outer wall 128. The inner wall 126 is sealable to
the outer wall 128. The side wall 120 is preferably non-
inflatable. Further, the side wall 120 is preferably non-
spring activated.
[0032] In one embodiment, the inner wall 126 can be
made of pliable plastic, while the outer wall 128 is made
of hard plastic. Then inner wall 126 can limit leakage of
liquid should the outer wall 128 crack. Likewise, the ma-
terial of the inner wall 126 can be made of hard plastic,
and the material of the outer wall 128 can be made of
pliable material to protect from potential leakage should
the hard plastic crack.
[0033] In another embodiment, the inner wall 126 can
be made of hard plastic, while the outer wall 128 can also
be made of hard plastic.
[0034] The pool 100 illustrated in Fig. 1 can further
include a flotation device 130, which is formed in the
shape of the pool 100, attached to the top 124 of the side
wall 120. According to an exemplary embodiment shown
in Fig. 1, the floatation device 130 can be an inflatable
ring. This inflatable ring 130, when inflated, can provide
some stiffness at the top 124 of the side wall 120, and
can help maintain the overall shape of the pool 100. More-
over, the inflatable ring 130 can provide padding for those
entering and exiting the pool 100, and can also provide
a manner by which the pool 100 changes from a col-
lapsed to an expanded configuration with the addition of
water within the pool 100. Additionally, as the floatation
device 130 can be buoyant, it can be made to rise with
the level of water within the pool 100, such that as water
is deposited in the pool 100 and the flotation device 130
rises with the level of that water, the side wall 120 is
automatically erected as the pool 100 is filled.
[0035] The flotation device 130 can be made from a
variety of materials. For example, the floatation device
130 can be a standard inflatable polyurethane casing, or
similar casing that is suitable for retaining air or other gas
in an inflated state. Additionally, the flotation device 130
can make use of a variety of chemical or other reactions
that would automatically inflate it. The flotation device
130 can be inflated by conventional means, for example
by a valve configured for oral inflation or for inflation by
a device such as a pump, and the like.
[0036] The flotation device 130 can also be made from
material that does not require inflation, but provides ad-
equate buoyancy and floats on the water contained within
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the pool 100 (or other liquid when the pool is used as a
general container). For example, special foams, polysty-
rene, or other materials can be used to create a flotation
device 130, which would float with the water line con-
tained in the pool 100, and cause the walls 120 to be
erected as the pool 100 fills. In this manner, the pool 100
can automatically change from a collapsed to an expand-
ed configuration. As the pool 100 is a collapsible pool,
and adapted to be folded, the flotation device 130 can
be made of a material that can be subjected to folding,
without becoming damaged. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that, although some potential materials from
which the flotation device 130 can be formed have been
mentioned above, other materials including, but not lim-
ited to, newly developed materials can be incorporated
within the design of the invention, and used to form the
flotation device 130 without departing from the invention.
[0037] It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that the flotation device 130 can be of a nature other than
an inflatable ring. For example, this floatation device 130
can be made of a material that floats, and is bendable,
such that it can be folded or bent.
[0038] The pool 100 can be conveniently collapsed for
storage and/or transport by deflating the inflatable ring
130 and folding onto itself along with the base 110 and
side wall 120 material in a manner that is well known.
[0039] Additionally, the pool 100 of Fig. 1 comprises a
porthole 150, or a plurality thereof. The portholes are
translucent sections of the side wall 120, either integrally
formed in/with the side wall 120, or separate elements.
The portholes 150 are adapted like a window permitting
one to see into the pool 100. Similarly, the portholes 150
enable one within the pool to see outside the pool 100.
The portholes 150 can further enable determining the
level of liquid within the pool 100.
[0040] As also shown in Fig. 1, the portholes 150 can
be of a particular shape. The shape of the portholes 150
can be oval. Fig. 2, having the same characteristics as
Fig. 1, except for the shape of the porthole 150, provides
that the shape of the portholes 150 can be round or cir-
cular. As will, however, be-apparent to one skilled in the
art, the configuration of the porthole 150 can be many
shapes. In a preferred embodiment, the locations of the
portholes 150 can be placed symmetrically about the side
wall 120.
[0041] The portholes 150 can aid in safety, as the port-
holes 150 can enable viewing into the pool 100 through
the side wall 120. If the portholes 150 are removably de-
signed by suitable means, a porthole 150 can also be
used as a drainage device, enabling quick emptying of
the liquid of the pool 100. The portholes 150 can be in-
tegrally formed during manufacturing of the side wall 120,
or removable, wherein they are attached via a water-
proof/leak resistant means. The portholes 150 can also
be included via a non-removable method, wherein the
portholes 150 are secured within the side wall 120.
[0042] The portholes 150 can be secured in different
ways within the side wall 120. In one embodiment, the

portholes 150 can be flush with the side wall 120, such
as enabling a drainage device. In another embodiment,
the portholes 150 can be insertable between the inner
wall 126 and the outer wall 128 of the side wall 120. Pref-
erably, the portholes 150 are sealed between the inner
wall 126 and the outer wall 128, wherein there is a hole
between the inner wall 126 and the out wall 128, whereby
the porthole 150 seals the hole. The porthole 150, thus,
can be sandwiched between the inner wall 126 and the
outer wall 128. The porthole 150 can be sealed by con-
ventional compression or heat sealed methods.
[0043] The pool 100 can further include a pump device
140. The pump device 140 is adapted as a circulation
system, and beneficially a cleaning system. The pump
device 140 comprises a first tube 142 coupling a suction
port of the pump 140 in fluid communication with a main
drain or mobile cleaning device (neither shown) which
draws water and settled debris from the bottom of the
pool. The pool pump 140 can further comprise a second
tube 144 to a coupling device which diverts a small por-
tion of pool "return" water pumped from an outlet port of
the pump 140. The pump 140, further can be adapted to
provide a jet of air bubbles in the water, for a Jacuzzi or
spa effect.
[0044] Fig. 3 illustrates the pool 100 having a brace or
structural support 160. The support 160 can include ver-
tical rib supports, and can be coupled proximate to the
side wall 120 of the pool 100. For example, the support
160 can be inserted within the material making up the
side wall 120. The support members can comprise at
least a portion of the flotation device 110 or a support
member, and can have at least a portion coupled to the
top of the side wall 120 and vertically along the side wall
120 to provide buoyancy and/or rigidity to the side wall
120. The support members 160 can comprise, for exam-
ple, one or more inflatable bladders, collapsible foam,
removable support members, or the like. Fig. 3, also,
depicts oval shaped portholes 150. On the other hand,
Fig. 4 depicts the same figure as Fig. 3, but with different
shaped portholes 150.
[0045] One skilled in the art would appreciate that the
support members 160 can be used on a frame pool, as
well as a pop-up pool for supporting the pool above the
ground. In an exemplary embodiment, the support mem-
bers 160 are positioned outside the pool 100.
[0046] The pool 100 can include a ladder 170 to enable
one to enter and/or exit the pool 100. The ladder 170 can
be integral with the brace 160, or not. The ladder 170
can further be insertable into the pool 100, enabling one
to exit the pool 100. Because a rim of the pool 100 is
above the ground, the ladder 170 is preferably flush with
the rim for easy entry/exit from the pool 100.
[0047] Because the pool 100 is collapsible, the liquid
in the pool 100 should be drainable. Preferably, a drain-
age assembly 180 is integral with the pool 100. In an
exemplary embodiment, the drainage assembly 180 is a
cork or like device, that is removeable from the pool 100,
such that, when removed the water from the pool 100
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can be drained. The drainage assembly 180 can also be
a valve enabling control of draining the pool 100. One
skilled in the art would appreciate that the drainage as-
sembly 180 can be many devices enabling easy draining
of the pool 100, safely and environmentally.
[0048] From the foregoing, it can be seen that the in-
vention provides a number of different collapsible con-
tainers with portholes, which can be used as swimming
pool. The various embodiments of the invention de-
scribed above provide collapsible swimming pool with
portholes that are foldable, enable easy storage, and in-
crease portability when compared with prior approaches.
Additionally, according to various embodiments of the
invention, the collapsible swimming pool of the invention
can be provided with a pop-up mechanism that automat-
ically erects the pool to its full-sized, expanded configu-
ration. Thus, unlike prior approaches, the swimming pool
of the invention combine portability and storability with
ready access for immediate use. Additionally, the swim-
ming pool of the invention can be constructed from du-
rable, lightweight, foldable materials which are not easily
damaged, and therefore contribute to their long life.
[0049] It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art,
however, that the invention can be embodied in other
specific forms without departing from the spirit or essen-
tial characteristics thereof. For example, while the inven-
tion has been described in the context of swimming pool
having portholes, generally used by children, the con-
cepts described herein need not be limited to these illus-
trative embodiments. For example, swimming pools of
larger sizes can be constructed using the same methods,
and would enjoy the same benefits as the kiddie pool
described above. Additionally, other types of containers
having portholes, which can be used to contain liquids
or other substances could be constructed using the prin-
ciples of the invention and enjoy similar advantages as
those described above.
[0050] Additionally, the specific configurations, choice
of materials, and the size and shape of various elements,
including portholes, could be varied according to partic-
ular design specifications or constraints requiring a con-
tainer constructed according to the principles of the in-
vention. Such changes are intended to be embraced
within the scope of the invention.
[0051] The presently disclosed embodiments are,
therefore, considered in all respects to be illustrative and
not restrictive. The scope of the invention is indicated by
the appended claims, rather than the foregoing descrip-
tion, and all changes that come within the meaning and
range of equivalents thereof are intended to be embraced
therein.

Claims

1. A collapsible container (100) for containing a liquid,
the collapsible container (100) comprising (i) a base
(110) having a perimeter, (ii) a side wall (120) along

the perimeter of the base (110), the side wall (120)
having a top (124) and a bottom, a porthole (150)
positioned within the side wall (120) enabling viewing
therethrough and into an interior of the container
(100) characterised in that the porthole (150) is re-
moveably designed such that the porthole (150) is
useable as a drainage device.

2. A collapsible container (100) according to Claim 1,
wherein the side wall (120) includes an inner side
(126) and a outer side (128) and wherein the porthole
(150) is positioned between the inner side (126) and
the outer side (128).

3. A collapsible container (100) according to Claim 1,
wherein the porthole (150) is flush with the side wall
(120).

4. A collapsible container (100) according to any of
Claims 1 to 3, further comprising a shape retaining
member (130) located at the top of the side wall (120)
for maintaining the shape of the container (100).

5. A collapsible container (100) according to Claim 4,
wherein the shape retaining member (130) is an in-
flatable ring.

6. A collapsible container (100) according to Claim 3
or 4, wherein the shape retaining member (130) has
buoyant properties and floats above the liquid con-
tained in the container (100).

7. A collapsible container (100) according to Claim 6,
wherein the shape retaining member (130) is adapt-
ed to rise with the level of liquid introduced to the
container (100) in a collapsed state for erecting the
side wall(120) of a collapsed container (100).

8. A collapsible container (100) according to any pre-
ceding claim, further comprising a pump device (140)
for filtering a liquid within the container (100).

9. A collapsible container (100) according to any pre-
ceding claim, further comprising at least two braces
(160) connected to the side wall (120) of the contain-
er (100) for supporting the container (100).

10. A collapsible container (100) according to any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the base (110) and the side
wall (120) are water-impermeable materials.

11. A collapsible container (100) according to any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the container (100) is a swim-
ming pool.
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Patentansprüche

1. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) zum Aufneh-
men einer Flüssigkeit, wobei der zusammenklapp-
bare Behälter (100) Folgendes umfasst: (i) einen Bo-
den (110) mit einer Umgrenzung, (ii) eine Seiten-
wand (120) entlang der Begrenzung des Bodens
(110), wobei die Seitenwand (120) ein Oberteil (124)
und ein Unterteil und eine Luke (150) aufweist, die
in der Seitenwand (120) positioniert ist und den Blick
durch sie in das Innere des Behälters (100) ermög-
licht, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Luke
(150) entfernbar ist, so dass die Luke (150) als Drai-
nagevorrichtung benutzt werden kann.

2. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach An-
spruch 1, wobei die Seitenwand (120) eine Innen-
seite (126) und eine Außenseite (128) aufweist und
wobei die Luke (150) zwischen der Innenseite (126)
und der Außenseite (128) positioniert ist.

3. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach An-
spruch 1, wobei die Luke (150) bündig mit der Sei-
tenwand (120) ist.

4. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach einem
der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, der ferner ein Formhalte-
element (130) umfasst, das sich am oberen Ende
der Seitenwand (120) befindet, um die Form des Be-
hälters (100) zu halten.

5. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach An-
spruch 4, wobei das Formhalteelement (130) ein auf-
blasbarer Ring ist.

6. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach An-
spruch 3 oder 4, wobei das Formhalteelement (130)
schwimmfähig ist und auf der in dem Behälter (100)
befindlichen Flüssigkeit schwimmt.

7. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach An-
spruch 6, wobei das Formhalteelement (130) so aus-
gelegt ist, dass es mit dem Pegel der in den Behälter
(100) im zusammengeklappten Zustand eingeleite-
ten Flüssigkeit steigt, um die Seitenwand (120) eines
zusammengeklappten Behälters (100) aufzurichten.

8. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach einem
der vorherigen Ansprüche, der ferner eine Pumpvor-
richtung (140) zum Filtern einer Flüssigkeit in dem
Behälter (100) umfasst.

9. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach einem
der vorherigen Ansprüche, der ferner wenigstens
zwei Stützen (160) umfasst, die mit der Seitenwand
(120) des Behälters (100) verbunden sind, um den
Behälter (100) abzustützen.

10. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach einem
der vorherigen Ansprüche, wobei die Basis (110)
und die Seitenwand (120) aus wasserundurchlässi-
gen Materialien sind.

11. Zusammenklappbarer Behälter (100) nach einem
der vorherigen Ansprüche, wobei der Behälter (100)
ein Schwimmbecken ist.

Revendications

1. Contenant pliable (100) destiné à contenir un liquide,
le contenant pliable (100) comprenant (i) une base
(110) avec un périmètre, (ii) une paroi latérale (120)
le long du périmètre de la base (110), la paroi latérale
(120) présentant une face supérieure (124) et une
face inférieure, une ouverture-hublot (150) position-
née dans la paroi latérale (120) permettant de regar-
der à travers celle-ci et jusque dans le volume interne
du contenant (100), caractérisé en ce que l’ouver-
ture-hublot (150) est conçue pour être détachable
de telle sorte que l’ouverture-hublot (150) puisse ser-
vir de dispositif d’évacuation.

2. Contenant pliable (100) selon la revendication 1, la
paroi latérale (120) comportant un côté interne (126)
et un côté externe (128), et l’ouverture-hublot (150)
étant positionnée entre le côté interne (126) et le
côté externe (128).

3. Contenant pliable (100) selon la revendication 1,
l’ouverture-hublot (150) se trouvant de niveau avec
la paroi latérale (120).

4. Contenant pliable (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 3, comprenant en outre un élé-
ment de maintien de forme (130) situé au niveau de
la face supérieure de la paroi latérale (120) afin de
conserver la forme du contenant (100).

5. Contenant pliable (100) selon la revendication 4,
l’élément de maintien de forme (130) étant un an-
neau gonflable.

6. Contenant pliable (100) selon la revendication 3 ou
4, l’élément de maintien de forme (130) possédant
des propriétés de flottaison et flottant au-dessus du
liquide contenu dans le contenant (100).

7. Contenant pliable (100) selon la revendication 6,
l’élément de maintien de forme (130) étant conçu
pour avoir un mouvement ascendant en conjonction
avec le niveau de liquide introduit dans le contenant
(100) à l’état plié afin de dresser la paroi latérale
(120) d’un contenant plié (100).

8. Contenant pliable (100) selon l’une quelconque des
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revendications précédentes, comprenant en outre
un dispositif de pompe (140) destiné à filtrer un li-
quide à l’intérieur du contenant (100).

9. Contenant pliable (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, comprenant en outre
au moins deux étais (160) lesquels sont raccordés
à la paroi latérale (120) du contenant (100) afin de
soutenir le contenant (100).

10. Contenant pliable (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, la base (110) et la paroi
latérale (120) étant réalisées dans des matières im-
perméables à l’eau.

11. Contenant pliable (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications précédentes, le contenant (100)
étant une piscine.
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