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To al., whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that, ALEXANDER DOM, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Mount 
Healthy, in the county of Hamilton and State 
of Ohio, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Improvement in Paper-Files, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to that class of files for 

letters, bills or other papers consisting gener 
ally of a base-board having projecting there 
from at or near one end, one or more filing 
pins on which the papers are filed and with a 
cover also removably carried by said pins for 
pressing down the filed papers and protecting 
them from dust. 

It has for its object an improved construc 
tion of the attaching end of the cover whereby 
When placed upon the filing pins and pressed 
down it becomes automatically gripped or 
locked thereto without the use of independ 
ent locking mechanism. 
The novelty of my invention will be here 

in after set forth and specifically pointed out 
in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of a file embodying my in 
vention. Fig. 2 is an enlarged under view of 
the attaching end of the cover. Fig. 3 is a 
Sectional side elevation in detail, showing the 
COver pressed down and automatically locked 
in place. Fig. 4 is a corresponding view show 
ing the position of the covering-strip when it 
can be freely slipped up and down on the fil 
ling-pins. 
The Same letters of reference are used to 

indicate identical parts in all the figures. 
In Fig. 1 is shown in perspective a well 

known form of letter file consisting of a base 
board, A, having secured thereto two vertical 
filing pins, B, and swinging transfer wires, C, 
co-operating there with. 
D, is the cover, of any suitable material, 

usually flexible paper board, having secured 
upon One end a flat metal strip, E, with per 
forations, a, through it to pass over the filing 
pins, B. In making these perforations, a, as 
Seen in Figs. 3 and 4, the walls adjacent to the 
transfer wires are bent downward while the 
Walls on the opposite side are bent upward, 
as shown, So that in applying the cover and 

strip, E, the latter has to be tilted slightly, as 
seen in Fig. 4, to enable the perforations to 
slide freely on the pins and when pressed 
down to cover the filed papers and brought to 
a position substantially parallel with the base 
board the bent walls of the perforations will 
pinch or bind upon the filing pins, as seen in 
Fig. 3, to hold the cover locked down. To in 
sure the proper tilting of the strip E, to ac 
complish this binding effect, I apply a spring 
b, which is secured at its middle to the strip, 
E, in any suitable manner and has its outer 
free ends curved down from the cover So that 
when the latter is pressed down upon the filed 
papers the action of this spring is to tilt the 
strip, E, to cause it to bind upon the filing 
pins and effect a lock. To release the cover 
when it is desired to remove it when filing ad 
ditional papers, it is only necessary to tilt it 
as shown in Fig. 4 when the perforations will 
slip freely over the pins. 
While I have shown two filing pins, yet my 

invention is not to be considered as limited 
to the number of filing pins, for the same ob 
ject would be accomplished by a single filing 
pin having one or more flattened sides and 
with a perforation through the strip, E, cor 
responding to the cross section of the pin to 
prevent the turning of the cover upon the pin 
as a pivot; nor is my invention to be limited 
to the construction or number of springs used 
for causing the tilting action to effect the lock 
ing of the cover. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim 
1. A paper file cover having one or more at 

taching perforations with their walls reversely 
bent on opposite sides and a spring to cause 
the tilting of the cover and effect an auto 
matic lock with the filing pin or pins, substan 
tially as described. 

2. In a paper file, the combination of a base, 
carrying one or more filing pins, a cover hav 
ing a perforated metal strip to engage said pin 
or pins with the walls of the perforations op 
positely bent, and a spring to tilt the strip and 
cause it to become locked to the pin or pins 

55 

75 

9o 

95 

ICO 

when pressed down, substantially as de 
scribed. 

ALEXANDER DOM. 
Witnesses: 

M. H. WINKLER, 
BERNARD J. HAUSFELD. 

  


