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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that we, JoHN G. CHAMBERS 

and LAFAYETTE BYERs, both citizens of the 
United States, and residents of Thorntown, in 
the county of Boone and State of Indiana, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Fences; and we do hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, which will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
which form a part of this specification, and in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion 
of our improved fence. Fig. 2 is a longitudi 
nal vertical sectional view taken through one 
of the panels and the adjoining two posts. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
taken on the line acac in Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is 
a vertical transverse Sectional view taken on 
the line y y in Fig. 2. 
The same letters refer to the same parts in 

all the figures. 
This invention relates to fences; and it has 

for its object to provide a fence which shall 
possess Superior advantages in point of sim 
plicity, durability, and general efficiency, and 
in the construction of which short rails-such 
as old worm-fence rails with the defective ends 
cut off-may be utilized with satisfactory re 
Sults. 
With these ends in View the invention con 

sists in the improved construction and combi 
nation of parts which will be hereinafter fully 
described, and particularly pointed out in the 
claim. - 

In the drawings hereto annexed, AA desig 
nate the posts, which are set in the ground a 
distance apart which is equal to the length of 
the rails which it is intended to use in the con 
struction of the fence. Resting and support 
ed upon the said posts are the top or cap rails, 
B B, the ends of each of which rest upon the 
upper ends of two contiguous posts, reaching 
about to the center of the upper ends of said 
posts and abutting against the ends of the ad 
joining cap-rails. The ends of the cap rails are 
secured upon the supporting-posts by means 
of metallic caps C C, straddling the ends of the 
rails and the upper ends of the posts, and se 

Cured to the front and rear sides of the latter 
by means of screws, bolts, nails, or in any other 
suitable manner. By employing the broad 
metallic caps C C a considerable saving of ma 
terial will be effected, as short rails-such as 
old worm-fence rails with the defective ends 
cut off (and which would be otherwise almost 
Valueless)-may be successfully employed for 
the Cap-rails, as it is not necessary for the ends 
of the said rails to come in contact with or 
bear against one another, only a sufficient 
length of the end of each rail being required 
to extend over the top of the posts to support 
the said rails in their operative position, the 
broad caps bearing tightly down upon the 
ends of the cap-rails, binding them firmly up 
on the ends of the posts and effectually prevent 
ing them from working loose. When, however, 
the cap-rails are of sufficient length to permit 
of their ends abutting against one another, as 
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, this arrange 
ment serves to brace and strengthen the said 
rails longitudinally, and serves as an additional 
means to prevent the cap-rails from working 
loose, being far more effective for this purpose 
than where the ends of the cap-rails are merely 
overlapped over the top of the posts, which is 
the general method of construction. 
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The panels of the fence are constructed of 8o 
rails D D, connected near the ends by means 
of wires E. E., which are bent so as to form 
loops F F, in which the bottom rail is sup 
ported, and above which the said wires are 
crossed in ZigZag fashion, or twisted, so as to 
form a vertical series of loops, in which the 
several rails constituting the panel are sup 
ported, as clearly shown in the drawings here 
to annexed. The ends of the Supporting-wires 
are twisted together around and above the cap 
rail, from which the panel is thus suspended. 
The lower ends of the supporting-wires E. E. 

are connected at a point above the bottom 
loops, F, with the adjacent posts A by means 
of wire bands G, which are stapled to said 
posts, thus making the panels Secure and pre 
venting swaying of the fence. These wire 
bands are drawn down at the sides of the posts 
on each side, thus causing the panels to be se 
curely fastened and preventing them from be 
ing pushed to either side, which would not be 
the case if the fastening were only on one side, 
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From the foregoing description, taken in 
connection with the drawings hereto annexed, 
the operation and advantages of this inven 
tion will be readily understood. 
The construction of our improved fence is 

simple and not very expensive. Short rails, 
which would be otherwise almost valueless, 
may be successfully used in the construction 
of a durable and substantial fence, and the in 
dividual panels may be readily detached, when 
desired, and removed from place to place. 
We are aware that fences have been hereto 

fore constructed comprising panels composed 
of rails suspended from the cap-rails by means 
of interwoven wires, the lower ends of the said 
panels being connected to the post by means 
of a wire secured to one side of the post and 
to the adjacent panel-rails; and we are also 
aware that fences have been heretofore con 
structed in which, in combination with a rigid 
panel, a flat metallic cap has been employed 
for securing the ends of the cross-bars of the 
said rigid panels in position, and we do not 
therefore claim such construction broadly; but 

324,656 

What we do claim as our invention, and de 
sire to secure by Letters Patent of the United 
States, is 
The improved fence herein shown and de 

scribed, the same consisting of the posts, the 
cap - rails arranged as described, the broad 
caps straddling the ends of the cap-rails and 
the upper ends of the posts, the panels con 
sisting of rails connected by wires and sup 
ported from the cap-rails, and the wire bands 
encircling the lower ends of the panel-wires 
and the posts and secured to the opposite sides 
of the post in the mannershown and described, 
all constructed and arranged to operate in the 
manner and for the purpose shown and de 
scribed. 
In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 

our own we have hereunto affixed our signa 
tures in presence of two witnesses. - 

JOHN G. CHAMBERS. 
LAFAYETTE BYERS. 

Witnesses: 
RICHARD E. NIVEN, 
JOHN GLOWER. 
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