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MAGNETIC BLOCKS WITH IMAGES THEREON, SYSTEMS AND METHODS OF
MAKING THE SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001]  The present invention relates to magnetic blocks having images thereon. Specifically, a
block made from a rigid material may have an image over at least a portion of a first surface and a
magnet on at least a portion of a second surface of the block. The block may then be disposed
within a frame having a metallic and/or magnetic surface thereon or may be provided on a metallic
and/or magnetized surface. A plurality of blocks having images thereon may be disposed together
in a tiled arrangement, either in the frame or otherwise on the metallic and/or magnetic surface.
Moreover, a system comprising the magnetic blocks having images thereon and a frame and/or
metallic and/or magnetic surface is provided. Methods of making and using the same are further
provided.

BACKGROUND

[0002] It s, of course, generally known to dispose images on a surface for artistic purposes,
educational purposes, communication purposes or other like purposes. Typically, images are
disposed on a medium, such as any surface that may take the image, whether an element of artistic
expression in the form of an image, a word or the like. In many cases, the images, disposed on a
medium, such as a canvas for example, and are displayed on a surface, such as a wall, in a frame, or
in other ways apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art.

[0003]  For the most part, once an image is fixed on a medium, the image is unchanging. To
provide for more dynamic expression, a plurality of images may be tiled together. For example,

photographs and/or drawings may be disposed within frames, wherein the frames are attached to a
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surface adjacently, so that the full expression is comprised of the individual images. Therefore, the
images may be changed around when desired, and the overall image may be changed.

[0004]  Typically, to hang an image that is disposed on a medium requires a fixture to be
embedded or otherwise affixed to a wall. For example, many times when a picture, photograph, or
other image is displayed on a wall, the fixture permanently damages the wall. A nail, screw, hook
or other hanging means is typically embedded into the wall or other surface and the image is
typically hung on the nail, screw, hook or other hanging means. Not only is the surface damaged
by permanently embedding a fixture therein, but the image and/or images must then be disposed in
that exact location, unless many fixtures are permanently added to the surface. However, this mars
the surface of the wall, decreases the structural integrity of the surface, and is unsightly.

[0005] In addition, it is oftentimes difficult to hang an image perfectly on a wall with a
permanent fixture embedded therein. In many cases, the image, whether disposed in a frame or not,
may have to hang from a wire, or be disposed on a hook or other means that may be difficult to line
up correctly. In addition, many times, images hung from a permanent fixture may move, wobble,
swing or otherwise change position over time.

[0006] Moreover, while it is known to tile images together to form a larger image, many times it
is difficult to add dimensionality to the tiled images. Specifically, images that are tiled together
typically are disposed on a same or similar plane, creating a tiled image that lacks dimensionality.
[0007] A need, therefore, exists for images to be disposed on a medium that may be disposed
directly to a surface without requiring unsightly permanent fixtures disposed through or on a
surface, such as a wall or the like. Moreover, a need exists for images to be disposed on a medium

that may be easily removably attached to a display surface, such as in a frame or on a surface.
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[0008] A need further exists for magnetic blocks having images provided thereon, wherein a
user or owner of the blocks may have his or her own images may be disposed thereon, including the
user’s own photography or art.

[0009] Moreover, a need exists for one or more images to be disposed on a plurality of media,
wherein the media may be easily tiled together to form a larger image and/or expression utilizing
the plurality of media. In addition, a need exists for images to be disposed on a medium, wherein
the disposition of the images includes painting, printing, drawing or any other disposition means to
the medium. Moreover, a need exists for disposing images on a medium, wherein the medium is a
rigid block of material, such as wood, for example, wherein the medium has strength and
durability.

[0010]  Further, a need exists for disposing images on a medium wherein the medium is a block
of rigid material, and at least a portion of a first surface of the medium has the image disposed
thereon and at least a portion of a second surface of the medium has a magnetic material disposed
thereon. Still further, a need exists for disposing images on a medium, wherein the medium is
magnetized and able to be displayed on a metallic and/or magnetized surface.

[0011]  And, aneed exists for disposing a first image on a first medium and a second image on a
second medium, wherein the first and second media include at least a portion that is magnetic such
that the first and second media may be attached to a metallic and/or magnetized surface in a tiled
arrangement. Moreover, a need exists for disposing the first and second media in a tiled
arrangement such that the first medium has a height from the surface that is different from the
height of the second medium from the surface to add a layer of depth to the image created by the

first and second media.
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[0012] In addition, a need exists for providing one or more magnetic blocks having images
thereon, wherein the one or more magnetic blocks provide audible sounds, smells, lights or other
sensory stimuli. Further, a need exists for providing a plurality of magnetic blocks having sensory
stimuli that may change based on the interaction of the magnetic blocks together.

[0013]  Still further, a need exists for providing one or more magnetic blocks having images
thereon, wherein the magnetic blocks include images on more than one surface, such as on
opposite surfaces of the blocks and further include magnetic material on more than one surface,
such as on opposite surfaces of the blocks so that the blocks may be reversible or otherwise have
additional ways of being arranged.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0014]  The present invention relates to magnetic blocks having images thereon. Specifically, a
block made from a rigid material may have an image over at least a portion of a first surface and a
magnet on at least a portion of a second surface of the block. The block may then be disposed
within a frame having a metallic and/or magnetic surface thereon or may be provided on a metallic
and/or magnetized surface. A plurality of blocks having images thereon may be disposed together
in a tiled arrangement, either in the frame or otherwise on the metallic and/or magnetic surface.
Moreover, a system comprising the magnetic blocks having images thereon and a frame and/or
metallic and/or magnetic surface is provided. Methods of making and using the same are further
provided.

[0015]  To this end, in an embodiment of the present invention, a magnetic image block system
is provided. The magnetic image block system comprises a block having a first flat surface and a

second flat surface, wherein an image is displayable on the first flat surface; a magnet rigidly
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disposed on the second surface.

[0016] In an embodiment, the magnet is disposed on the second surface of the block with an
adhesive.

[0017] In an embodiment, the block includes a surface made of a material selected from the
group consisting of a metal, a magnet, and combinations thereof, wherein the magnet is disposed
on the second surface via magnetic attraction between the magnet and the block.

[0018] In an embodiment, the magnetic image block system further comprises an extender
disposed between the magnet and the second surface.

[0019]  In an embodiment, the extender is adhered to the second surface of block and the magnet
is adhered to the extender.

[0020] In an embodiment, the extender is magnetically held to the block and the magnet is
magnetically held to the extender.

[0021]  In an embodiment, the extender is the same shape as the block.

[0022] In an embodiment, the magnetic image block system further comprises: an image
disposed on the first surface of the block.

[0023] In an embodiment, the magnetic image block system further comprises a surface,
wherein the block is magnetically held to the surface.

[0024]  In an embodiment, the surface is selected from the group consisting of magnetic paint, a
metal sheet, a sheet comprising at least one magnet, and combinations thereof.

[0025] In an embodiment, the magnetic image block system further comprises: a frame,
wherein the block is disposed within the frame, and further wherein the block is magnetically held

within the frame.
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[0026] In an embodiment, the magnetic image block system further comprises: a second block,
the second block having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an image is
displayable on the first flat surface, and a magnet rigidly disposed on the second surface, wherein
the first block and the second block are disposed in proximity to each other.

[0027]  In an embodiment, the first block has a first depth, and the second block has a second
depth, wherein the first depth is larger than the second depth.

[0028] In an alternate embodiment of the present invention, a method of making a magnetic
image block system is provided. The method comprises the steps of: selecting an image; providing
a first block having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an image is displayable on
the first flat surface, and a magnet is rigidly disposed on the second flat surface; and printing at
least a portion of the image onto the block on the first flat surface.

[0029] In an embodiment, the method further comprises the step of disposing the first block
onto a surface, wherein the first block is magnetically held to the surface.

[0030] In an embodiment, the method further comprises the steps of: providing a second block
having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an image is displayable on the second
flat surface, and a second magnet is rigidly disposed on the second flat surface of the second block;
and printing at least a portion of the image onto the first flat surface of the second block.

[0031] In an embodiment, the method further comprises the step of: disposing the first block in
close proximity to the second block on a surface, wherein the first and second blocks are
magnetically held to the surface.

[0032] In an embodiment, wherein disposing the first block in proximity to the second block

displays the entirety of the first image.
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[0033] Inan embodiment, the method further comprises the steps of: providing a second block
having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an image is displayable on the second
flat surface, and a second magnet is rigidly disposed on the second flat surface of the second block;
and printing at least a portion of a second image onto the first flat surface of the second block.
[0034]  In an embodiment, the method further comprises: uploading the image into a computer
system, wherein the computer system controls a printer for printing the first image onto the first
block.

[0035] It is, therefore, an advantage of the present invention to dispose images on a medium
that may be disposed directly to a surface without requiring unsightly permanent fixtures disposed
through or on a surface, such as a wall or the like.

[0036] Moreover, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose images on a medium
that may be easily removably attached to a display surface, such as in a frame or on a surface.
[0037] It is a further advantage of the present invention to provide magnetic blocks having
images provided thereon, wherein a user or owner of the blocks may have his or her own images
may be disposed thereon, including the user’s own photography or art.

[0038]  Further, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose one or more images on a
plurality of media, wherein the media may be easily tiled together to form a larger image and/or
expression utilizing the plurality of media.

[0039] In addition, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose one or more images on
a medium, wherein the disposition of the images includes painting, printing, drawing or any other
disposition means to the medium.

[0040] Moreover, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose one or more images on a
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medium, wherein the medium is a rigid block of material, such as wood, for example, wherein the
medium has strength and durability.

[0041]  Further, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose one or more images on a
medium wherein the medium is a block of rigid material, and at least a portion of a first surface of
the medium has the image disposed thereon and at least a portion of a second surface of the
medium has a magnetic material disposed thereon.

[0042]  Still further, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose one or more images on
a medium, wherein the medium is magnetized and able to be displayed on a metallic and/or
magnetized surface.

[0043] And, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose a first image on a first
medium and a second image on a second medium, wherein the first and second media include at
least a portion that is magnetic such that the first and second media may be attached to a metallic
and/or magnetized surface in a tiled arrangement.

[0044]  Moreover, it is an advantage of the present invention to dispose the first and second
media in a tiled arrangement such that the first medium has a height from the surface that is
different from the height of the second medium from the surface to add a layer of depth to the
image created by the first and second media.

[0045] In addition, it is an advantage to provide one or more magnetic blocks having images
thereon, wherein the one or more magnetic blocks provide audible sounds, smells, lights or other
sensory stimuli. Further, it is an advantage to provide a plurality of magnetic blocks having
sensory stimuli that may change based on the interaction of the magnetic blocks together.

[0046]  Still further, it is an advantage of the present invention to provide one or more magnetic
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blocks having images thereon, wherein the magnetic blocks include images on more than one
surface, such as on opposite surfaces of the blocks and further include magnetic material on more
than one surface, such as on opposite surfaces of the blocks so that the blocks may be reversible or
otherwise have additional ways of being arranged.

[0047]  Additional features and advantages of the present invention are described in, and will be
apparent from, the detailed description of the presently preferred embodiments and from the
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0048] The drawing figures depict one or more implementations in accord with the present
concepts, by way of example only, not by way of limitations. In the figures, like reference
numerals refer to the same or similar elements.

[0049]  FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a magnetic block in an embodiment of the
present invention.

[0050]  FIG. 2 illustrates a back-side perspective view of a magnetic block in an embodiment of
the present invention.

[0051]  FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of a magnetic block magnetically adhered to a
surface in an embodiment of the present invention.

[0052]  FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of a plurality of magnetic blocks tiled together and
magnetically adhered to a surface to form an image in an embodiment of the present invention.
[0053] FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of plurality of magnetic blocks magnetically
adhered within a frame in an embodiment of the present invention.

[0054] FIG. 6 illustrates a perspective view of a plurality of magnetic blocks creating
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dimensionality in the image formed by the plurality of magnetic blocks magnetically adhered to a
surface in an embodiment of the present invention.

[0055] FIG. 7 illustrates a perspective view of a magnetic block with an extender in an
embodiment of the present invention.

[0056]  FIGS. 8A-8B illustrate a flow chart showing the steps for disposing images on magnetic
blocks and displaying the same in an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0057] Magnetic blocks having images thereon are described herein. Specifically, a block
made from a rigid material may have an image over at least a portion of a first surface and a magnet
on at least a portion of a second surface of the block. The block may then be disposed within a
frame having a metallic and/or magnetic surface thereon or may be provided on a metallic and/or
magnetized surface. A plurality of blocks having images thereon may be disposed together in a
tiled arrangement, either in the frame or otherwise on the metallic and/or magnetic surface.
Moreover, a system comprising the magnetic blocks having images thereon and a frame and/or
metallic and/or magnetic surface is provided. Methods of making and using the same are further
provided.

[0058] Now referring to the figures, wherein like numerals refer to like parts, a magnetic block
10 is provided. The magnetic block 10 is illustrated as a three-dimensional rectangle, although the
magnetic block 10 may be any shape, such as three-dimensional square, circle, oval, puzzle piece,
or any other shape apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art. The magnetic block 10
comprises a block portion 12 that is made from any durable, resilient material apparent to one

having ordinary skill in the art, such as wood, plastic, metal, or any other material. On the block
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portion 12 may be an image 14. FIG. 1 illustrates a truck as the image 14 disposed thereon.
However, it should be noted that the image may be any image, color, word, sentence, text, graphic,
photograph, or any other image that may be disposed on the block portion 12. Moreover, in an
alternate embodiment, the bock portion 12 may be blank, so that a user may disposed his or her
own image thereon, such as by painting, drawing, printing or the like. The image 14 may be
painted, printed, drawn, burned, or laid upon the block portion 12 in any way apparent to one
having ordinary skill in the art. Preferably, the image 14 is printed thereon using conventional
printing methods.

[0059] In an alternate embodiment of the present invention, the images may be printed or
otherwise disposed on a material that may be adhered to a surface of the magnetic blocks. In a
preferred alternate embodiment, an image may be printed or otherwise disposed on a metallic
and/or magnetic material and magnetically adhered to a surface of the magnetic block. Therefore,
images may be removably attached to the magnetic blocks making it easy to change images on the
blocks allowing for alternate arrangements of the blocks pursuant to the user’s wishes.

[0060]  The magnetic block 10 may be any size, including any length, any width and any depth.
For example, the magnetic block 10 may be relatively small, such as about 1 inch by 1 inch by 1
inch, or may be relatively large, such as many inches or even feet in dimension. Moreover, the
magnetic block 10 may have any depth, such as a shallow depth or a very deep depth.

[0061]  Adhered to a back side of the block portion 12 may be a magnetic material 16. The
magnetic material, as shown in further detail in FIG. 2, may be a strip of magnetized material, such
as a flexible magnetic material, a rigid magnetic material or the like, that may be adhered or

otherwise affixed to the block portion 12. Preferably, the magnetic material 16 may be adhered to
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the block portion] 12 using a strong adhesive so that the magnetic material 16 may not be removed
from the block portion 12. Alternatively, the block portion 12 may be made from metal, or at least
a portion may be made from metal, such that the magnetic material 16 may be affixed to the block
portion 16 using magnetism.

[0062]  Preferably, the magnetic material 16 is affixed over the entire back surface of the block
portion 12 to provide the strongest magnetic adherence to a metallic or magnetized surface (as
disclosed in more detail below). However, the magnetic material 16 may be disposed on only a
portion of the back surface of the block portion 12, or in two or more discrete locations on the back
surface of the block portion 12.

[0063] In an alternate embodiment of the present invention, the magnetic blocks of the present
invention may include images on more than one surface of the magnetic blocks, such as on
opposite surfaces of the magnetic blocks. Moreover, magnetic material may be provided on more
than one surface of the magnetic blocks, such as on the opposite surfaces of the magnetic blocks,
thereby making the magnetic blocks reversible, or able to be arranged in many alternate ways.
[0064]  FIG. 3 illustrates the magnetic block 10 disposed on a surface 20. The surface 20 may be
made from a metallic and/or magnetized material so that the magnetic block 10 may be disposed
thereon, and may be affixed thereto via the magnetism of the magnetic block 10 and its interaction
with the metallic and/or magnetized surface 20.

[0065]  Forexample, the surface 20 may be a metallic plate affixed to a wall or other surface, or
otherwise free standing, whereby the magnetic block 10 may be affixed thereto. Moreover, the
surface 20 may be made from a magnetized material such that the magnetic material 16 disposed

on the magnetic block 10 may be affixed to the magnetized material of the surface 20. For example,
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the surface 20 may be a refrigerator door, commonly known to provide a metallic and/or
magnetized surface on which to affix magnetic material. In addition, the surface 20 may be a
standard wall that is coated with a metallic and/or magnetized material. For example, metallic
and/or magnetic paint is commonly used to paint on wall surfaces to provide a surface on which to
disposed magnetic material. The metallic and/or magnetic paint may be painted onto a surface, and
a second paint may be painted thereover. Alternatively, the metallic and/or magnetic paint may be
mixed with a pigment or paint and painted directly onto a wall surface.

[0066]  Referring to FIG. 4, a plurality of magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 are illustrated
affixed to a surface 40. The magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 may be affixed together to form a
single image, or a single artistic expression. As illustrated, images 31, 33, 35 and 37 may be
disposed thereon, all relating to the common theme of vehicles, for example, as a single artistic
expression.

[0067]  The magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 may be affixed together on the metallic and/or
magnetic surface 40 in any pattern. In FIG. 4 the magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 are disposed
adjacent one another. Because each of the magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 has a magnetic
material disposed thereon, they may be moved and arranged in any configuration desired, and
placed in any location on the surface 40. Therefore, the arrangement has infinite possibilities of
arrangement, without damaging the surface 40 or requiring a permanent fixture to be disposed on
or in the surface 40. In an alternate embodiment, the magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 may
include magnetic material on the side surfaces of the magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 allowing
the magnetic blocks to be magnetically adhered together when adjacently configured.

[0068]  Alternatively, as disclosed in FIG. 5, the magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 may be

13
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disposed within a frame 50 that may have a metallic and/or magnetic material disposed therein.
Therefore, the magnetic blocks 30, 32, 34 and 36 may be arranged in any way within the frame 50.
The frame 50 may be displayed in any manner apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art, such
as via a prop or stand, or affixed to a wall using a fixture. Of course, any size frame may be utilized,
and any number of magnetic blocks may be disposed thereon, depending on size of the blocks.
[0069]  FIG. 6 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the present invention of a plurality of
magnetic blocks 60, 62, 64 and 66 disposed adjacent each other on a surface 70. The magnetic
blocks 60, 62, 64 and 66 may have images 61, 63, 65 and 67 disposed thereon, as described herein.
Each of the blocks 60, 62, 64 and 66 may have the same or different dimensions. For example, the
magnetic block 62 may have a shallower depth than the other magnetic blocks 60, 64 and 66.
Moreover, the magnetic block 64 may have a deeper depth than the other magnetic blocks 60, 62
and 66. Therefore, the magnetic block 62 may stand out less from the surface 70 than the other
blocks 60, 64 and 66, while the magnetic block 64 may stand out more from the surface 70 than the
other blocks 60, 62 and 66. This may add dimension to the magnetic blocks that may be utilized to
form a tiled image or expression.

[0070]  To accomplish the difference in depth, as illustrated above, the magnetic blocks each
may each have a block portion 12 that has a different depth dimension, as illustrated in FIG. 6.
Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the magnetic block 80 may include a block portion 82, an
image 84 and a magnetic material 86, but may also include an extender 88 that may be affixed
between the magnetic material 86 and the block portion 82 to provide a deeper depth of the
magnetic block 80. Different sizes of extenders may be utilized to provide magnetic blocks with

varying depths, such that when disposed together as a single expression, the overall tiled image
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may have different dimensional properties. The extender 88 may be affixed to the magnetic block
80 in any way, such as using adhesive or magnetically. For example, an extender that may be
metallic and/or magnetic, or at least have a portion that is metallic and/or magnetic, may be
disposed on the magnetic material on the block portion of the magnetic block (not shown). The
extender may further have a magnetic material disposed thereon for affixing the magnetic block
with the extender to a metallic and/or magnetic surface or frame, as disclosed herein.

[0071]  Inan alternative embodiment, magnetic blocks of the present invention may be different
shapes, than square or rectangular as described herein. For example, blocks may be round, oval,
triangular, or may have other shapes, such as shapes of objects. In an alternative embodiment, the
magnetic blocks of the present invention may be shaped like puzzle pieces, whereby the blocks fit
together to form a puzzle. A full singular image may be disposed over a plurality of blocks,
whether square, rectangular, puzzle piece-shaped or in any other shape, wherein placing the blocks
together completes the singular image. Thus, a large wall image may be created by the magnetic
blocks of the present invention.

[0072] In an alternate embodiment of the present invention, the magnetic blocks disclosed
herein may include other sensory stimuli, such as an audible component, a smell component, or
visible lighting. Specifically, in an embodiment of the present invention, a speaker may be
contained in one or more magnetic blocks to recreate sound from the one or more magnetic blocks.
The sounds may play at all times, or at discrete times. In addition, the sounds may be triggered by
a switch, such as a manual switch, a light-activated switch, an IR-switch, or some other switch that
may play the sound when a person moves near the magnetic blocks or otherwise comes close to the

magnetic blocks. In addition, the magnetic blocks may contain a microchip containing the audible
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sound that may be played through the speaker contained in the magnetic block. Preferably, the
microchip and speaker are hidden from view. Alternatively, the microchip contained within one
magnetic block may be programmed to detect the presence of other individual magnetic blocks
disposed close by, and may play a preprogrammed sound because of the detection of the other
individual magnetic block or blocks.

[0073]  For example, a first magnetic block may have a plurality of preprogrammed sounds
disposed therein. A second magnetic block may be disposed adjacent to the first magnetic block.
The first magnetic block may detect the presence of the second magnetic block, via direct
connection between the first and second magnetic blocks (such as via probes on the sides of the
first and second magnetic blocks that may physically interact) or via wireless detection. Once the
second magnetic block is detected by the first magnetic block, an audible sound may be emitted
from the first magnetic block because of the detection of the second magnetic block. For example,
the audible sound emitted by the first magnetic block may relate in some way to the image on the
second magnetic block. In a non-limiting example, it may appear that the magnetic blocks are
“conversing” with each other, either via detectable human speech, animal noises, or some other
audible sounds when disposed adjacent each other.

[0074]  Alternatively, magnetic blocks of the present invention may each have a portion of a
musical score, such that when disposed together, each of the blocks fills in the portion of the score
to create a full musical expression. By way of example, the magnetic blocks of the present
invention may each audibly express a single instrument that may be play a portion of a piece of
music, such as only the notes typically played by that instrument when performing that music.

Thus, when a plurality of magnetic blocks are arranged together or otherwise in close proximity,
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the playing of the magnetic blocks, each playing a separate instrument, may come together to play
the entirety of the music. As noted above, the blocks may detect when in close proximity, either
through probes or via wireless detection and may synchronize themselves to play together at the
same time. Alternatively, the blocks may be programmed to detect a signal, or may be set
manually, to play in synchronicity with each other.

[0075]  Moreover, in alternate embodiments of the present invention, the magnetic blocks may
contain other sensory stimuli, such as smells and flashing lights that may be emitted by one or more
magnetic blocks. As disclosed above with reference to the audible component that may be emitted,
certain smells may be emitted when a plurality of magnetic blocks are disposed adjacently to each
other or otherwise in close proximity. In addition, certain lights, such as certain colors of lights,
provided for example by LEDs disposed within the blocks, may flash and/or glow by the magnetic
blocks. These may also be interactive, such that the lights may flash and/or glow when magnetic
blocks are disposed adjacently or in close proximity to each other.

[0076]  As noted above, the blocks of the present invention may be placed on a magnetic wall,
whether painted with magnetic paint or otherwise having magnetic properties, and the magnetic
blocks may be added to the wall to form an image or a plurality of images. The wall may be
covered by the blocks of the present invention completely, or may only be partially covered by the
blocks, such that the area of the wall with blocks disposed thereon may be expanded in the future
with further blocks of the present invention, allowing the images or images to grow over time.
[0077]  In an embodiment of the present invention, the magnetic blocks disclosed herein may be
blank so that a user may paint, draw, print or otherwise dispose an image thereon. FIGS. 8A, 8B

illustrates a preferred method 100 of making the magnetic blocks of the present invention.
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Specifically, FIGS. 8A, 8B includes step 102, “Customer is informed how to order blocks.”
Specifically, a customer who may want blocks printed may learn about the magnetic blocks, and
may choose to order one or more of the magnetic blocks. This may be performed at a retail store,
on a website, or directly person to person. In step 104, the “Customer is asked if they know how to
upload a photo.” Specifically, the customer is given a sheet explaining how to upload a photograph.
If online, they may view and/or print out these instructions.

[0078] Instep 106, “Customer is shown the options for how their blocks can either be attached
to a block frame or a wall painted with magnetic paint.” If they are going to paint a wall with
magnetic paint, they may be given (or may view and/or print if online), written instructions about
how to do so. In step 108, “Customer is asked how many blocks they would like to order, order is
completed & payment is made.” In this step, information from the customer is conveyed orally or
submitted electronically if they are ordering online.

[0079] Instep 110, “Customer uploads their images to the email address given and customer
receives confirmation.” If questions arise, the customer may call or email their questions to the
location they placed the order, or may discuss with a helper or retail salesperson. In this step, the
customer may dictate how they want their magnetic blocks to look, and the particular images may
be uploaded. The customer may upload their own images, such as photographs and/or other
artwork, or the customer may select stock images already stored on the system. The images may be
digital photographs or images, or may be images that are scanned into computer readable files by
means of a scanner or via other means. The images may be separate images for each magnetic
block, or may be a single image that is divided among the number of blocks that are ordered, such

that the blocks may be utilized to be put together to form the entirety of the single image.
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[0080] Instep 112, “Images are cropped, sized, and if necessary, enhanced to prepare them for
uploading to the template.” If questions arise, the customer may be called or emailed for
clarification regarding their order or photographs. Alternatively, a helper or salesperson may
directly communicate with the customer to answer these questions. The images may also be edited
or manipulated. For example, the background of the photograph or image that is to be disposed on
the block may be replaced with an artistic background creating a layer of art behind or merged with
the photograph.

[0081]  Referring now to FIG. 8B, in step 114, “Images are placed on the template, and when the
template is full, the images are uploaded to the printed.” In step 116, “Precut blocks are laid onto a
grid which is placed under the printer and the images are sprayed over the blocks.” Any printing
method apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art may be utilized to provide the images to the
blocks, as described herein. In a preferred embodiment, the images are printed using screen
printing, ink jet printing, or any other method apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. Protective
coatings may be provided on the blocks so that the image may be protected, such as on blocks that
are used in outdoor environments, or for any other reason to protect the image displayed on the
blocks.

[0082] In step 118, “Blocks are inspected, sides are painted if necessary and a magnet is
attached to the back of the block.” In step 120, “If any images are imperfect, they are reprinted.” In
step 122, “Orders are sorted and shipped to customer or customer is called to pick up order at store
where order was placed.” Finally, in step 124, “Customer attach their blocks to their wall by either
attaching them directly to a wall if it has been painted with magnetic paint, attach them to a block

b

frame, other magnetic receptor.” The “other magnetic receptor,” as used herein, may be any
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surface having metallic and/or magnetic properties, such as, for example, a refrigerator, filing
cabinet, locker or the like.

[0083]  In alternative step 126, “Customers may purchase a blokriser' " (extender) in order to
give their blokwall™ dimension. Blokrisers are placed on whichever blocks they wish to stand out
further from their wall.” Finally, in alternative step 128, “At any point during this process,
customers may purchase pre-made blocks to add to their collection, whether blocks are with or
without text.” In a preferred embodiment, a plurality of blocks may be purchased or created that
tell a singular and/or a unique story, such that when disposed on the wall, the singular and/or
unique story may be expressed.

[0084]  The magnetic blocks of the present invention may be utilized by individuals in their
homes, businesses and organizations. For example, businesses and organizations may use the
blocks described herein to show images of staff, customers, logos, slogans, inspirational quotes
and other like imagery. The blocks may be utilized to tell a story, and/or may be used for
fundraising. In addition, the blocks may be used to thank donors, recognize benefactors,
employees, musicians, celebrities, families or family members, and/or team members, for
example.

[0085]  In an alternate embodiment, a wall of the blocks having images thereon may be covered,
and the blocks with the images thereon revealed over time. For example, donors may make a
donation or purchases may otherwise purchase blocks of the present invention. Specifically, the
blocks may be purchased by individuals or donors may donate money for block as part of a
fundraising effort. When a donor donates money for a block or otherwise purchases a block, the

block, having the image maybe added to the wall, thereby helping to complete the full reveal of all
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of the images of the wall. Alternatively, a block of the present invention may be disposed over the
image on another block or over an image disposed on a wall or other surface, and may be easily
removable. For example, blocks of the present invention may be disposed over an existing image
disposed on a magnetic wall, such that donors may donate money or otherwise purchase a block.
The block may then be removed showing the image disposed beneath. The blocks may also have
images and/or text disposed thereon, and the donor or purchaser may keep the block that is
removed as a keepsake.

[0086]  Businesses such as dentist offices may utilize the blocks of the present invention to
display images of the smiles of their patients. Daycare facilities may display images of children
and/or the art of children and/or staff. Schools may utilize the blocks of the present invention to
display images of students and/or artwork thereof. Games may be created, and words may be
disposed on the blocks for aiding students in learning.

[0087]  Artists may utilize the blocks of the present invention to display their artwork.
Specifically, an image of an artist’s work may be displayed on a plurality of blocks of the present
invention, such that when tiled together they form a full image of the artist’s work, such as a
mosaic. Alternatively, a plurality of images of the artist’s works may be displayed on a plurality of
blocks, and customers and/or collectors may collect each of the images and display together. The
blocks may also be utilized by an artist to create an artwork. For example, the artist may utilize
images displayed on a plurality of blocks and tile them together in unique expressive ways to create
an artwork. Because the blocks may be easily moved, the artist may recreate an artwork by
changing the image by changing the blocks.

[0088] It should be noted that various changes and modifications to the presently preferred
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embodiments described herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such changes and
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention

and without diminishing its attendant advantages.
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CLAIMS

I claim:
1. A magnetic image block system comprising:

a block having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an image is displayable
on the first flat surface;

a magnet rigidly disposed on the second surface.
2. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 wherein the magnet is disposed on the second
surface of the block with an adhesive.
3. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 wherein the block include a surface made of a
material selected from the group consisting of a metal, a magnet, and combinations thereof,
wherein the magnet is disposed on the second surface via magnetic attraction between the magnet
and the block.
4. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 further comprising:

an extender disposed between the magnet and the second surface.
5. The magnetic image block system of claim 4 wherein the extender is adhered to the second
surface of block and the magnet is adhered to the extender.
6. The magnetic image block system of claim 4 wherein the extender is magnetically held to

the block and the magnet is magnetically held to the extender.

7. The magnetic image block system of claim 4 wherein the extender is the same shape as the
block.
8. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 further comprising:

an image disposed on the first surface of the block.
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9. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 further comprising:

a surface, wherein the block is magnetically held to the surface.

10. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 wherein the surface is selected from the group
consisting of magnetic paint, a metal sheet, a sheet comprising at least one magnet, and
combinations thereof.

11. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 further comprising:

a frame, wherein the block is disposed within the frame, and further wherein the block is

magnetically held within the frame.

12. The magnetic image block system of claim 1 further comprising:

a second block, the second block having a first flat surface and a second flat surface,
wherein an image is displayable on the first flat surface, and a magnet rigidly disposed on the
second surface,

wherein the first block and the second block are disposed in proximity to each other.

13. The magnetic image block system of claim 12 wherein the first block has a first depth, and
the second block has a second depth, wherein the first depth is larger than the second depth.
14. A method of making a magnetic image block system comprising the steps of:

selecting an image;

providing a first block having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an image
is displayable on the first flat surface, and a magnet is rigidly disposed on the second flat surface;
and

printing at least a portion of the image onto the block on the first flat surface.

15. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of:
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disposing the first block onto a surface, wherein the first block is magnetically held to the
surface.
16. The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of:

providing a second block having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an
image is displayable on the second flat surface, and a second magnet is rigidly disposed on the
second flat surface of the second block; and

printing at least a portion of the image onto the first flat surface of the second block.
17. The method of claim 16 further comprising the step of:

disposing the first block in close proximity to the second block on a surface, wherein the
first and second blocks are magnetically held to the surface.
18. The method of claim 16 wherein disposing the first block in proximity to the second block
displays the entirety of the first image.
19. The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of:

providing a second block having a first flat surface and a second flat surface, wherein an
image is displayable on the second flat surface, and a second magnet is rigidly disposed on the
second flat surface of the second block; and

printing at least a portion of a second image onto the first flat surface of the second block.

20. The method of claim 14 further comprising:
uploading the image into a computer system, wherein the computer system controls a

printer for printing the first image onto the first block.
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