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This invention relates to improvements in bill fold
clips and more particularly to the mechanical means
which position the clip in open or closed position.

An object of the present invention is to provide me-
chanical means of a simple, inexpensive, foolproof and
compact construction for retaining bills in a prearranged
order and then be able to remove any single bill without
disturbing the arrangement or order of the remaining
bills.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a unique detent type mechanical arrangement which will
yieldingly hold the bill fold clip in selected position.

Other objects of this invention will become apparent
in part and be pointed out in part in the following specifi-
cation and claims.

This invention is an improvement over United States
Patent #2,597,967, issued May 27, 1952, and Canadian
Patent #487,001, issued October 7, 1952, for a bill fold.

The present invention differs from the patents cited
in that the spring, the parts actuated by the spring and
the housing holding the spring and associated parts form
a detent construction.

Similar reference characters designate similar parts in
the several views, in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a bill fold con-
taining the new and improved bill fold clip.

Figure 2 is an end view of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a side view in section of the bill fold clip,
with the clamp shown in full lines in closed position and
the clamp shown in dot and dash lines in open position.

Figure 4 is a left hand end view of Figure 3.

Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view showing a mod-
ified form of spring control of the bill fold clip.

Figure 6 is a side view in section of a modified form of
the bill fold clip showing two clamps instead of one clamp.

Figure 7 is a fragmentary-plan view of one of the
ears used for securing the housing to the body.

Figure 8 is a right hand end view of Figure 3.

Figure 9 is a front elevational view of a bill fold con-
taining still another modified form of bill fold clip.

Figure 10 is an end view of Figure 9.

Figure 11 is a side view in section of the bill fold clip
with the clamp shown in closed position in full lines and
shown in open position in dot and dash lines.

Figure 12 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line
12—12 of Figure 11.

Figure 13 is an end view of the hinge showing the
pocket for retaining the bill fold clamp in position at the
hinge.

Figure 14 is a plan view of Figure 13.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2 the improved bill fold
clip consists of a bill fold 10 generally fabricated from
leather and folded to form a U-shaped bend in which is
secured the bill fold clip assembly 11. This arrangement
is well known in the art.

The bill fold clip assembly 11 consists of a housing
12 generally U-shaped, see Figures 2 and 4. A body 13
shaped to be accommodated in the U of housing 12, is
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undercut to provide an end wall 14 and an underside 15.
Two sets of ears 16 and 17 are formed in housing 12 and
they secure body 13 in position within housing 12. A
plunger 18 is slidably mounted in the chamber 20 formed
in the undercut between underside 15 and housing 12.
Body 13 is shorter in length than housing 12 so that
housing 12 extends beyond end 21, thereby providing an
area in which the projection 22 of plunger 18 may freely
slide. Projection 22 is provided with a face 23.

A single clamp 24 is pivotally mounted by means of
pin 25 in housing 12 with the cam surface 26 on finger
24 abutting face 23. Clamp 24 is preferably ornamental
in shape having a knob 27 and finger grip 28 for utility
purposes. A coil spring 30 is located in chamber 20
between end wall 14 and side 31 of plunger 18.

In operation, clamp 24 is yieldingly held against sur-
face 32 of body 13 by means of plunger 18, under the
influence of spring 30, acting against cam surface 26.

Figure 6 depicts a modified form of Figure 3 in that
two fingers 24 and 24A are employed in place of one
finger 24. 1In effect Figure 3 is merely reduced in size to
provide two spring actuated plungers 18, 18A in place
of one spring actuated plunger 18. Housing 12 is pro-
vided with opposite ends similarly constructed. Body
13 has two undercuts instead of one, leaving a wall 33
for the springs 30 and 30A to abut. The two plungers
18 and 18A are slidably mounted in chambers 20, 26A,
respectively. The operation of the mechanism is the
same for Figure 6 as for Figure 3 except that two fingers
24, 24A rest on surface 32 instead of one finger 24.

Figure 5 shows a further modified form of spring con-
trol of clamp 24. In place of plunger 18, spring 30 and
body 13, housing 12 may be solid or tubular as long as
one end or both ends, as the case may be, is provided
with a U-shaped chamber 42 housing a pin 25 upon which
is pivoted clamp 24. A spiral spring 40 is mounted
around pin 25 with one end secured to pin 25 and the
other end secured to clamp 24. Thus clamp 24 is yield-
ingly held in selected position.

In all constructions as shown in Figures 3, 5 and §,
fingers 24 and 24A must be yieldingly constructed so that
they can be pivoted to open position as shown by the
dot and dash position in Figure 3.

A decorative member 41 may be used to cover the U
bend in the bill fold 10 and serve the utilitarian purpose
of squeezing the bill fold 10 tightly around housing 12.
An adhesive may be employed to insure security of bind-
ing of the bill fold 10, bill fold clip 11 and decorative
member 41 into a single unit.

The modified form of bill fold clip as shown in Figures
9 through 12 comprises a round rod 50 provided with a
reduced end 51 and a groove 52 at the juncture of the
rod 50 and reduced end 51.

A sleeve 53 provided axially with an enlarged bore 54
of a diameter to snugly grip reduced end 51 has one end
scalloped as at 55. Scalloped end 55 yieldingly grips
groove 52. The opposite end of sleeve 53 is formed
into a square block 56 having a slot 57 in a lateral direc-
tion and a notch 58 in a transverse direction.

A clamp 60 is pivotally mounted in slot 57 by means
of a pin 61 secured in square block 56. Clamp 60 has
two cam surfaces 62 and 63. Clamp 60 is preferably
ornamental in shape having a knob 65 and a finger grip
64 for utility purposes.

A plunger 66 is provided with an outside diameter which
will readily slide in sleeve 53. Plunger 66 may have a
projection 67. A coil spring 68 is located in sleeve 53
between reduced end 51 and plunger 66 and may extend
over projection 67.

Plunger 66 is therefore urged toward slot 57 but is
limited in its movement by the base 70 in sleeve 53.

In operation cam face 62 will abut plunger 66 causing
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clamp 60-to rest against rod 50. This is the closed or op-
erative position. Open position-is indicated -in-Figure 11
in dot and dash lines and takes place when cam surface
63 abuts plunger 66.

Tt is-sélf-évident -that- rod 50 ‘could “be - made *with ‘both
endshavmg a reduced end similar-te’51-and grooves simi-
lar to greove 52.
would be prov1d°d with ‘two -springs, two plumgers :and
two r‘lampa operatmo in-the -sleeve to provide a-two clamp
bitl fold grip.” “The -¢lamps ‘weuld be reduced -n -size
- and contact'the sleeve instead-ofthe-rod.

Figures 13 -and 14 -depict -a-piece-of leather-86 formed
into a U shape-with:the ends-ofithe U 71:-and 72 secured
by the-same stitches or adhesive which-binds the covers 73
and 74 together to:form -a’hinge -abeut .which the covers
73 -and 74 may be -swing :to -and -from open .and closed
position. . The:Uforms-a pocket 75%into-which:the bill fold
clip :assembly may -be slid-and securély housed.

A piece -of -tubing ‘76 - slit -along -one -side -may be slid
over -the -edges -of covers 73-and 74, thereby reinforcing

“In'which case two: sleeves similar to°53 .
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the hinge and -also:providing a decorative ‘finish -at-the

hinge.

JIn .case covers 73 -and 74 -are -fabricated from a single
sheet of material,-a hinge will nevertheless :be :formed to
accommodate -the leather or other material 89 which
forms pocket 75.

‘Having shown and .described preferred embodlments
of the present invention, by:way .of example, but realizing
that:structural -changes.could be:made-and other.examples
.given ‘without departing:from-éither the spirit or. scope of
thisinvention.” .

What I.claims: . )

1. In.a bill fold of the:type having covers interconnected
by a hinge.about which:said .covers.may be .swung .to and
from open and closed .pesition-:and a spring-:clamp for
retaining bills therein, that .improvemerit in said :spring
clamp which comprises ;a-rod -provided wtih .a reduced
end and a groove, a sleeve having :an enlarged diameter
which engages said .reduced end,-a.scalloped-end .on:said
.. sleeve which yieldingly engages said groove, a square .end
on said sleeve provided -with -a slot and a notch, a.clamp
pivotally mounted insaid slot-on a pin secured in -said
square end, said clamp having freedom of movement in
said motch, a-plunger slidably mounted.in-said sleeve, and
* a coil spring located :in said sleeve ‘with-one end against
said reduced end:and the other end yieldingly forcing said
plunger against said clamp.
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2.°In a bill fold of the type having covers interconnected
by-a hinge about which said covers.may be swung.to and
from open and closed position and “a spring clamp for

retaining bills therein, that improvement in said spring.

clamp which comprises a solid rod provided with a reduced
end, a sleeve secured to said reduced end, a clamp, a
square end on said sleeve provided with means to pivotailly
mount said clamp, a plunger slidably mounted. in said

sleeve, and resilient .means interposed between the end .

of said solid rod and plunger and located within said
sleeve sto yieldingly force'said plunger against:said .clamp.

3. In-a'bill fold. of the type havingeoversinterconnected
by a hinge.about which-said.covers may be swung to and
from open and- closed position and a spring clamp for
retaining bills therein, that .improvement in said spring
clamp which comprises 2 rod, a sleeve, said rod coaxially
projecting part way into said sleeve to be secured to said
sleeve and to provide a wall within said sleeve, a clamp,
means .in one énd .of :said sleeve to:pivotally mount.said
clamp, a plunger .slidably mounted :in said .sleeve, a.coil
spring under -tension ‘located .within said - sleeve having
the convolutions on one end abutting said wall and the
convolutions on the other end of said coil spring abutting
the end of said plunger to “yieldingly force said.plunger
against the end of said clamp.

4. Ina bill fold of the type having covers interconnected

by ‘a hinge about which said covers may be swung to and
from open and closed position and a spring-clamp for re-
taining bills therein, that improvement in said spring clamp
which. comprises a rod, .a sleeve coaxially secured to.and
projecting part way along the length of said.rod, a clamp

having two-cam, surfaces.and an edge engagable with the -

outside diamefer of said rod in one position of -said
clamp, an enlarged end.on-said sleeve, means to pivotally
mount said clamp in said enlarged end, a plunger slidably

mounted in said sleeve, resilient means between ;said rod.

and said plunger and located in said sleeve acting on said
plunger to yieldingly engage said plunger with one of said
two cam surfaces to hold said clamp in one.of two selected
positions,
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