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EXPANDABLE INTERVERTEBRAL
IMPLANT, SYSTEM, KIT AND METHOD

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

CROSS-REFERENCE 1O RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a reissue application of U.S. Pat. No.
9,717,601, issued Aug. 1, 2017.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an expandable interver-
tebral implant, system, kit and method.

BACKGROUND

Removal of an intervertebral disc is often desired if the
disc degenerates. Spinal fusion may be used to treat such a
condition and involves replacing a degenerative disc with a
device such as a cage or other spacer that restores the height
of'the disc space and allows bone growth through the device
to fuse the adjacent vertebrae. Spinal fusion attempts to
restore normal spinal alignment, stabilize the spinal segment
for proper fusion, create an optimal fusion environment, and
allows for early active mobilization by minimizing damage
to spinal vasculature, dura, and neural elements. When
spinal fusion meets these objectives, healing quickens and
patient function, comfort and mobility improve. Spacer
devices that are impacted into the disc space and allow
growth of bone from adjacent vertebral bodies through the
upper and lower surfaces of the implant are known in the art.
Yet there continues to be a need for devices that minimize
procedural invasiveness yet stabilize the spinal segment and
create an optimum space for spinal fusion.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
the expandable implant configured for insertion in an
intervertebral space defined between a first vertebral body
and a second vertebral body. The implant defines an inser-
tion end spaced apart from a trailing end along a longitudinal
direction. The implant can include a first plate and a second
plate opposed to the first plate along a vertical direction that
is perpendicular to the longitudinal direction. The implant
can include a first wedge member and a second wedge
member spaced from the first wedge member along the
longitudinal direction, the first and second wedge members
coupled to the first and second plates. Each wedge member
defines a narrow end spaced apart from an inner end along
the longitudinal direction, and the inner ends of each wedge
member face other. The first and second wedge members
configured to translate along the longitudinal direction along
to the first and second plates from a first contracted con-
figuration into a second separated configuration. The
implant can include an actuation member coupled to the first
wedge member and the second wedge member, the actuating
member defining a flange extending toward the first and
second plates, the actuation member configured to move the
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2

first and second wedge members from the first contracted
configuration into the second separated configuration so as
to separate the first and second plates from each other along
the vertical direction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing summary, as well as the following detailed
description of illustrative embodiments of the intervertebral
implant of the present application, will be better understood
when read in conjunction with the appended drawings. For
the purposes of illustrating the expandable intervertebral
implant of the present application, there is shown in the
drawings illustrative embodiments. It should be understood,
however, that the application is not limited to the precise
arrangements and instrumentalities shown. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates an implant positioned between vertebral
bodies, according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are perspective views of the implant
shown in FIG. 1 in a collapsed configuration and an
expanded configuration, respectively;

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the implant
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4A is a perspective view of the interior surface of a
plate of the implant shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4B is side view of a plate of the implant shown in
FIG. 4A;

FIGS. 4C and 4D are bottom and top plan views, respec-
tively, of a plate of the implant shown in FIG. 4A;

FIGS. 5A, 5B, 5C, and 5D are perspective, side, and
opposing ends views of a wedge member used in the implant
shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are perspective and side views of the
actuation member used in the implant shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are sectional views of the implant taken
along lines 7-7 in FIGS. 2A and 2B, illustrating the collapsed
and expanded configurations;

FIG. 8A is a perspective view of an insertion tool used to
insert the implant shown in FIG. 1 into an intervertebral
space;

FIG. 8B is a perspective view of a tool engaged with the
trailing end of the implant shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 8C is a side view of a tool according to another
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8D is a partial perspective view of an implant
supporting end of a tool shown in FIG. 8C;

FIGS. 8E and 8F are partial perspective views of the tool
shown in FIG. 8D supporting an implant;

FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view an implant accord-
ing to another embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 10A and 10B are perspective and side views of a
wedge member of the implant shown in FIG. 9;

FIGS. 11A and 11B are perspective and inferior plan
views of a plate, respectively, of the implant shown in FIG.
9; and

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an actuation member in
accordance with another embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, a superior vertebral body 2 and an
adjacent inferior vertebral body 4 defines an intervertebral
space 9 extending between the vertebral bodies 2 and 4. The
superior vertebral body 2 defines superior vertebral surface
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6, and the adjacent inferior vertebral body 4 defines an
inferior vertebral surface 8. The vertebral bodies 2 and 4 can
be anatomically adjacent, or remaining vertebral bodies after
a vertebral body has been removed from a location between
the vertebral bodies 2 and 4. The intervertebral space 9 in
FIG. 1 is illustrated after a discectomy, whereby the disc
material has been removed or at least partially removed to
prepare the intervertebral space 9 to receive an intervertebral
implant or implant 10, as shown in FIGS. 2A-2B. The
inserted and expanded implant 10 can achieve appropriate
height restoration. The intervertebral space 9 can be dis-
posed anywhere along the spine as desired, including at the
lumbar, thoracic, and cervical regions of the spine.

Certain terminology is used in the following description
for convenience only and is not limiting. The words “right”,
“left”, “lower” and “upper” designate directions in the
drawings to which reference is made. The words “inner” or
“distal” and “outer” or “proximal” refer to directions toward
and away from, respectively, the geometric center of the
implant and related parts thereof. The words, “anterior”,
“posterior”, “superior,” “inferior,” “medial,” “lateral,” and
related words and/or phrases are used to designate various
positions and orientations in the human body to which
reference is made and are not meant to be limiting. The
terminology includes the above-listed words, derivatives
thereof and words of similar import.

The implant 10 is described herein as extending horizon-
tally along a longitudinal direction “L” and a transverse
direction “T”, and vertically along a vertical direction “V”.
Unless otherwise specified herein, the terms “longitudinal,”
“transverse,” and “vertical” are used to describe the orthogo-
nal directional components of various implant components
and implant component axes. It should be appreciated that
while the longitudinal and transverse directions are illus-
trated as extending along a horizontal plane, and that the
vertical direction is illustrated as extending along a vertical
plane, the planes that encompass the various directions may
differ during use. For instance, when the implant 10 is
inserted into an intervertebral space, such as the interverte-
bral space 9, the vertical direction V extends vertically
generally along the superior-inferior (or caudal-cranial)
direction, while the horizontal plane defined by the longi-
tudinal direction LL and transverse direction T lies generally
in the anatomical plane defined by the anterior-posterior
direction, and the medial-lateral direction. Accordingly, the
directional terms “vertical” and “horizontal” may be used to
describe the implant 10 and its components as illustrated
merely for the purposes of clarity and illustration.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, the expandable intervertebral
implant or implant 10 extends between a distal or insertion
end 12 and proximal or trailing end 14 that is spaced from
the insertion end 12 along an implant axis 1. The implant
axis 1 can extend along the longitudinal direction L or any
other linear or nonlinear direction as desired. The trailing
end 14 is configured to couple with one or more insertion
instruments, which are configured to support and carry the
implant 10 into the intervertebral space 9, and/or actuate the
implant 10 from a collapsed configuration C shown in FIG.
2A into an expanded configuration E shown in FIG. 2B. The
implant 10 can also extend between an upper or first
bone-contacting surface 32 and a lower or second bone
contacting surface 132 spaced from the first bone-contacting
surface along the vertical direction V. The bone contacting
surfaces 32 and 132 are configured to engage opposing
vertebral bodies 4 and 6, respectively. Each bone-contacting
surface can be convex or partially convex, for instance, one
portion of the surface is convex while another portion can be
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planar. The bone contacting surfaces 32 and 132 can also
define a texture 41, such as spikes, ridges, cones, barbs,
indentations, or knurls, which are configured to engage
respective vertebral bodies 4 and 6 when the implant 10 is
inserted into the intervertebral space 9. The bone contacting
surfaces 32 and 132 may be partially textured. For instance,
the bone contacting surfaces 32 and 132 can include specific
patterns of textured and non-textured portions. As used
herein, the term “proximal” and derivatives thereof refer to
a direction from the distal or insertion end 12 toward the
proximal end 14. As used herein, the term “distal” and
derivatives thereof refer to a direction from the proximal end
14 toward the insertion end 12. As used herein, the term
“superior” and derivatives thereof refer to a direction from
the bone contact surface 132 toward the first bone-contact-
ing surface 32. As used herein, the term “inferior” and
derivatives thereof refer to a direction from the upper or first
bone-contacting surface 32 toward the lower or second bone
contacting surface 132.

Continuing with FIGS. 1-3, the implant 10 includes a first
or superior plate 18, a second or inferior plate 20 opposing
the superior plate 18 along the vertical direction V, and a pair
of wedge members. The pair of wedge members include a
first wedge member 22 and a second wedge member 24 that
couple to the superior plate 18 to the inferior plate 20. The
first and second wedge members 22 and 24 are translatable
along the longitudinal direction or the implant axis 1 so as
separate the superior plate 18 from the inferior plate 20
along the vertical direction V. The implant 10 can include an
actuation member 26 coupled to the first wedge member 22
and the second wedge member 24. The actuation member 26
has a flange 28 protruding from the actuation member 26
along the vertical direction V toward the superior plate 18
and the inferior plate 20. The superior plate 18 can define a
first lumen 30 and the inferior plate 20 can define a second
lumen 31 aligned with and opposite to the first lumen 30.
The implant 10 is configured such that when the implant 10
is in the collapsed configuration C shown in FIG. 2A, a
portion of first wedge member 22 and the second wedge
member 24 are disposed at least partially in the first lumen
30 and the second lumen 31. The implant plates and/or
wedge members can be formed of polyether ether ketone
(PEEK) or any other suitable biocompatible polymeric
material. The actuation member can formed from a biocom-
patible polymeric material or metallic alloy, such as titanium
or steel. It should appreciated that the any suitable material
can be used to form the implant components as described
herein.

Referring to FIGS. 3-4D, the superior plate 18 is config-
ured for coupling with the first wedge member 22, the
second wedge member 24, and at least a portion of the
actuation member 26, for support on the flange 28. The
superior plate body 17 can define a cavity 42 configured
carry the first and second wedge members 22 and 24 are the
actuation member 26. The superior plate 18 defines a first or
superior plate body 17 that extends between the insertion
end 12 and the trailing end 14 along the longitudinal
direction L. The superior plate body 17 defines the first
bone-contacting surface 32, and first and second interior
plate contact surfaces 34 and 38 spaced from the bone-
contacting surface 32 along the vertical direction V. The
superior plate body 17 also defines first and second ramp
surfaces 44 and 46 spaced from the bone contacting surface
32 along the vertical direction V. The plate body 17 further
defines a first side 33a and a second side 33b opposite the
first side 33a. The first and second sides 33a and 33b extend
between the bone-contacting surface 32 and respective inte-
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rior plate contact surfaces 34 and 38 along the vertical
direction V. The plate body 17 also defines a first vertical
surface 37 and a second vertical surface 39 that extend from
the ramp surface 44 and 46 to respective interior plate
contact surfaces 34 and 38 along the direction V. The plate
body 17 thus defines a first sidewall 36 and a second
sidewall 40 spaced from the first sidewall 36 along the
transverse direction T. Specifically, the first sidewall 36
extends between the side 33a and vertical surface 37 along
the transverse direction T, and from the ramp surfaces 44 and
46 to the interior plate contact surface 34 along the vertical
direction V. The second sidewall 40 extends between the
side 33b and vertical surface 39 along the transverse direc-
tion T, and from the ramp surfaces 44 and 46 toward the
interior surface 38 along the vertical direction V. As illus-
trated, the cavity 42 extends along the longitudinal direction
L of the plate body 17 and along the transverse direction T
between opposing first and second walls 36 and 40. The first
lumen 30 is in communication with the cavity 42 as detailed
below. In the embodiment shown, the first and second walls
36 and 40 converge with the bone contacting surface 32 to
form a tapered insertion end 16 (FIG. 2A).

Continuing with FIGS. 3-4D, the first and second walls 36
and 40 are configured to couple to the first and second wedge
members 22 and 24. The first wall 36 can define at least one
slot, for instance a first slot 52 for receiving a portion of the
flange 28 of the actuation member 26. The first slot 52 is
disposed in the first wall 36 at a location between the
insertion end 12 and the trailing end 14 of the plate body 17.
The second wall 40 can define at least one or second slot 54
for receiving another portion of the flange 28 of the actuation
member 26. The second slot 54 is disposed in the first wall
36 at a location between the insertion end 12 and the trailing
end 14 of the plate body 17. The second slot 54 is aligned,
for instance transversely aligned, with and opposing the first
slot 52 such that each slot 52 and 54 is positioned to receive
a portion of the flange 28. The first and second slots 52 and
54 are also configured to mate with the structure of the
flange 28. For instance, the first and second slots have an
inner profile that is curvilinear and corresponds to the
curvilinear profile of the flange 28. In other alternate
embodiments, the first and second slots 52 and 54 may have
a rectilinear shape. It should be appreciated that the slots 52
and 54 may have any desired shape that can slidingly receive
a portion of the flange 28. For example, if the flange 28 has
a square profile, the slots 52 and 54 can be configured to
mate with the square shaped flange. In alternate embodi-
ments, the first and second wall 36 and 40 can include a
plurality of spaced slots spaced apart along the longitudinal
direction IL and disposed on the first and second walls 36 and
40 to receive a corresponding number of flanges or flanges
portions protruding from the actuation member 26. For
example, the first and second walls may include slots 52 and
54, and additional slots [52L and 541] (not shown) spaced
apart from the slots 52 and 54 along the longitudinal
direction (the longitudinal direction L).

The plate body 17, or for instance the first and second
walls 36 and 40, can define one or more projections 56 and
58 that protrude from the walls 36 and 40 along the
transverse direction T. The projections 56 and 58 are con-
figured to engage a portion of the first and second wedge
members 22 and 24 as further detailed below. In particular,
the first wall 36 can define a first set of projections 56 that
extend from the first wall 36 along the transverse direction
T into the cavity 42. The first set of projections 56 can
include a first wall projection 56a and a second wall pro-
jection 56b spaced proximally from the first wall projection
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56a along the longitudinal direction L. In the illustrated
embodiment, the first slot 52 separates the first wall projec-
tion 56a from the second wall projection 56a. The second
wall 40 can define a second set of wall projections 58 that
extend from the second wall 40 along the transverse direc-
tion T into the cavity 42. The second set of projections 58
can include a third wall projection 58a and a fourth wall
projection 58b spaced proximally from the third projection
58a along the longitudinal direction L. In the illustrated
embodiment, slot 54 separates the third wall projection 58a
from the fourth wall projection 58b. While each wall 36 and
40 is illustrated has having two projections, each wall 36 and
40 can have a single projection, or more than two projec-
tions.

The plate body 17, for instance the first and second walls
36 and 40, can further define [set] sets of inclined connection
grooves [60] 60a-60b and [62] 62a-62b configured to
receive a portion of the first and second wedge members 22
and 24. The wall projections 56 and 58 protrude from
respective walls 36 and 40 along the transverse direction T,
as discussed above. The wall projections 56 and 58 are also
spaced from the respective first and second ramp surfaces 44
and 46 along the vertical direction V to define the sets of
inclined connection grooves [60] 60a-60b and [62] 62a-62b.
The first set of projections 56a and 56b extend from the first
wall 36 so as to define first and second inclined connection
grooves 60a and 60b respectively (FIG. 4A). The second
connecting groove 60b is proximal disposed relative to the
first connection groove 60a. The slot 52 is disposed between
the first and second inclined connection grooves 60a and
60b. The second set of projections 58a and 58b extend from
the first wall 40 to define third and fourth inclined connec-
tion grooves 62a and 62b, respectively. The fourth connec-
tion groove 62b is proximal to the third inclined connection
groove 62a. The slot 54 is disposed between the inclined
connection grooves 62a and 62b. The first and third projec-
tions 56a and 58a can also be referred to as the distally
positioned projections, while the second and fourth projec-
tions 56b and 58b can be referred to as proximally posi-
tioned projections. Further, the first and third inclined con-
nection grooves 60a and 62a can be referred to as the distally
positioned connection grooves, while the second and fourth
inclined connection grooves 60b and 62b can be referred to
as the proximally positioned connection grooves.

Each opposing inclined set of connection grooves [60]
60a-60b and [62] 62a-62b extends from the lumen 30
toward the opposing implant or implant ends 12 and 14
along the longitudinal direction L. The plate body 17 can
define a lumen first perimeter portion 68 and an opposing
lumen second perimeter portion 69 that is spaced from the
first perimeter portion 68 along the first lumen axis 85.
Lumen perimeter portion 69 is disposed proximally toward
the trailing end 14 of the implant 10 and lumen perimeter
portion 68 is disposed distally toward the insertion end 12 of
the implant 10. The distally positioned grooves 60a and 62a
extend distally from the first perimeter portion 68 of the
lumen 30 toward the plate insertion end 12, while the
proximally positioned grooves 60b and 62b extend proxi-
mally from the second perimeter portion 69 of the lumen 30
toward the trailing end 14. The inclined connection grooves
[60] 60a-60b and [62] 62a-62b can thus slidably receive
therein the ridges 82 and 182 of the first and second wedge
members 22 and 24.

Continuing with FIGS. 3-4C, the plate body 17 defines
ramp surfaces 44 and 46, for instance a first ramp surface 44
and a second ramp surface 46 that are configured to mate
with and slide along portions of the first and second wedge
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members 22 and 24. The first ramp surface 44 extends from
the first perimeter portion 68 of the lumen 30 distally
generally along the longitudinal direction L to the insertion
end 12. The ramp surface 44 is inclined to abut and slidingly
receive a portion of the second wedge member 24. The
second ramp surface 46 extends from the second perimeter
portion 69 of the lumen 30 proximally along the longitudinal
direction [ toward the trailing end 14. The ramps surfaces 44
and 46 also extend transversely along the transverse direc-
tion T between the opposing first and second plate walls 36
and 40. Each ramp surface 44 and 46 can define a ramp angle
P (not shown) defined with respect to interior plate contact
surfaces 34 and 38. It should be appreciated that the angle
p can vary as needed. The plate body 17 can also define a
curvilinear portion 48 disposed at the trailing end 14 of the
plate body 17 and in communication with the second ramp
surface 46. The curvilinear portion 48 is configured align
with a corresponding curvilinear portion 148 on the inferior
plate 20. When the plates 18 and 20 are in the collapsed
configuration as shown in FIGS. 2A and 7A, the curvilinear
portions 48 and 148 define an access opening 50. The access
opening 50 that provides access the actuation member 26, as
further detailed below.

Continuing with FIGS. 3-4D, the superior plate 18 can
include one or more radiographic markers. The plate body
17 can define one or more bores (not shown) sized and
dimensioned to receive a radiographic marker 70a therein.
As illustrated in FIGS. 44 and 4C, the radiographic marker
70a is disposed in the second wall 40 and positioned toward
insertion end 12 of the plate 18. The opposing plate 20 can
have a radiographic marker [170a] 70a as well, as shown in
FIGS. 2B and 3. When the implant 10 is inserted into the
intervertebral space 9, and the implant 10 is expanded from
the first configuration C to the expanded configuration E, the
markers 70a [and 170a] can separate along the vertical
direction V. With image analysis, the extent of plate sepa-
ration can be determined or indicated by observing the
extent of separation between the [markers] marker 70a [and
170a] disposed in the superior plate 18 compared to the
marker 70a disposed in the inferior plate 20.

The inferior plate 20 is configured similarly to the supe-
rior plate 18. The inferior plate 20 thus includes similar
structural features that correspond to the structural features
described above with respect to the superior plate 18. The
inferior or second plate 20 defines a plate body 21 that
extends between the insertion end 12 and the trailing end 14
along the longitudinal direction L. The inferior plate body 21
defines a second bone contacting surface 132, first and
second plate contact surfaces 134 and 138 spaced from the
bone contacting surfaces 32 along the vertical direction V,
and first and second ramp surfaces 144 and 146 spaced from
the bone contacting surfaces 32 along the vertical direction
V. The inferior plate body 21 therefore defines define cavity
142, first and second walls 136 and 140, a first set of
projections 156a-b, a second set of projections 158a-b, and
inclined connection grooves 160a-b, 162a-b. The interior
surfaces 134 and 138 of the inferior plate 20 are configured
to oppose and contact the interior contact surfaces 34 and 38
of the superior plate 18. The superior plate 18 and inferior
plate 20 can define opposing indentations 98 and 99 at the
trailing end 14 of the implant 10. The indentations 98 and 99
are configured to receive a portion of an insertion tool 100
and 300 (FIG. 8A-8F).

The first and second plates 18 and 20 can also define the
respective first and second lumens 30 and 31 as discussed
above. Each lumen 30 and 31 has been configured to
configured receive at least a portion of the first and second
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wedge members 22 and 24 to maximize the compact design
and the expansion characteristics of the implant 10. The
lumens 30 and 31 partially receiving portions of the first and
second wedge members 22 and 24 when the implant 10 is in
the collapsed configuration C (FIG. 2A), which allows for
the dimensions of the first and second wedge members 22
and 24 to be increased over wedge members used in
implants with lumens not configured to permit a portion of
the wedge member to extend therethrough. Further, the
configured first and second wedge members 22 and 24 can
improve implant 10 stability when expanded. Thus, the
implant 10 has a collapsed configuration that is compact and
less invasive, and an expanded configuration that is dimen-
sionally stable. The lumens 30 and 31 have the additional
benefit of promoting bone growth when implanted in the
intervertebral space 9. The first lumen 30 and second /umen
31 are generally elongate in the longitudinal direction L. The
lumens 30 and 31 can have other shapes, for instance the
lumens can be circular (FIGS. 9-11B). The lumen 30 extends
through the superior plate body 17 along the vertical direc-
tion V into communication with the cavity 42. Likewise, the
second lumen 37 extends through the second or inferior
plate body 21 into communication with the cavity 142. The
superior plate body 17 can define a lumen axis 85 that
extends along the longitudinal direction L of plate body 17.
The lumen axis 85 is aligned with the bone-contacting
surface 32 or at leady portion thereof, for instance the lumen
axis 85 is spaced from the implant axis 1 along the vertical
direction V with a portion of the bone-contacting surface 32.
The plate body 17 can also define a lumen first perimeter
portion 68 and an opposing lumen second perimeter portion
69 that is spaced from the first perimeter portion 68 along the
first lumen axis 85. Lumen perimeter portion 68 is disposed
proximally toward the implant trailing end 14 and lumen
perimeter portion 69 is disposed distally toward the implant
insertion end 12. Likewise, the inferior plate body 21 can
define a second lumen axis 85a [(not shown)] that extends
along the longitudinal direction L of plate body 21 and is
aligned along the vertical direction V with bone contacting
surface 132. The plate body 21 can also define a lumen first
perimeter portion 168 and an opposing lumen second perim-
eter portion 169 that is spaced from the first perimeter
portion 168 along the second lumen axis 85a. Lumen
perimeter portion 168 is disposed proximally toward the
trailing end 14 and lumen perimeter portion 169 is disposed
distally toward the implant insertion end 12.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 5A-5D, the first wedge member 22
and the second wedge member 24 are configured for slidable
coupling to the superior and inferior plates 18 and 20. The
first and second wedge members 22 and 24 are configured
similarly, and for illustrative purposes, only the first wedge
member 22 will be described below. The first wedge mem-
ber 22 defines a wedge body 74 extending along a wedge
axis 3 between a narrow end 75 and an inner end 76 spaced
from the narrow end 75. The wedge axis 3 is generally
aligned with the implant axis 1 and extends along the
longitudinal direction L. As show in FIGS. 3 and 7A, the first
wedge narrow end 75 is positioned toward the outer or
trailing end 14 of the implant 10, while the inner end 76 is
positioned to face the distal or insertion end 12 of the
implant 10. Further, the second wedge member 24 has a
wedge body 174 that extends from a narrow end 175 to an
inner end 176 along the wedge axis 3, wherein the narrow
end 175 is positioned toward the distal or insertion end 12
of'the implant 10 and the inner end 176 is positioned toward
the proximal or trailing end 14 of the implant. Thus, the first
wedge member 22 is positioned such that the inner end 76
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of' the first wedge member 22 and faces the inner end 176 of
the second wedge member 24.

The body 74 defines a superior tip 76s spaced from an
inferior tip 761 along a vertical direction V and disposed at
the inner end 76. A first or inner wedge dimension H1 is
defined as the distance between the superior and inferior tips
76s and 76i along the vertical direction V. The plate body 17
can define first plate dimension [L51] SI (FIG. 4B) extend-
ing between the bone contacting surface 32 and the interior
contact surfaces 34 and 38, while the plate body 21 can
define a second plate dimension [52] S2 (FIG. 3) extending
between the bone contacting surface 132 and the inner
surfaces 134 and 138 (in similar fashion to the first plate
dimension S1). In an embodiment, the first or inner wedge
dimension H1 is about twice the distance of the first plate
dimension [S]S!. In an embodiment, the first or inner wedge
dimension H1 can be greater than or equal to the sum of the
first plate dimension [S] S/ and the second plate dimension
[52] S2. In an embodiment, the first or inner wedge dimen-
sion H1 can be less than or equal to sum of the first plate
dimension S1 and second plate dimension [52] S2.

The body 74 defines a wedge shape configured for slid-
able coupling to the first and second plates 18 and 20. The
body 74 defines a first or superior inclined surface 77 and a
second inclined or inferior inclined surface 78 opposite the
first incline surface 77. The first and second inclined sur-
faces 77 and 78 extend along the longitudinal direction L
from the inner end 76 toward the narrow end 75. The first
inclined surface 77 is angularly offset from a second inclined
surface 78. In an embodiment, the first and second inclined
surfaces form an angle 0 defined between intersecting lines
coincident with the first and second inclined surfaces 77 and
78 (FIG. 5B). Angle 0 can vary as needed. The first inclined
surface 77 can slidably mate with a ramp surface 46 on an
interior the superior plate 18, while the second inclined
surface 78 can slidably mate with a first ramp surface 146 on
of the inferior plate 20. The body further defines a first side
79 and a second side 80 opposite the first side 79. The first
and second sides 79 and 80 extend along the longitudinal
direction L between the inner end 76 and the narrow end 75,
and vertically along the vertical direction V between the first
and second inclined surfaces 77 and 78.

The first wedge member 22 also includes one or more
ridges 82 (82a-d) protruding from the body 74 along the
transverse direction T. The ridges 82 are configured to
couple the first wedge member 22 to the superior plate 18
and inferior plate 20. For instance, the one or more ridges 82
are slidably coupled to respective portions of the inclined
connections grooves [60] 60a-60b, [62 160] 62a-62b, 160a-
160b, [162] 162a-162b. Each ridge 82a-82d extends
between the narrow end 75 and the inner end 76 of the body
74 generally along the wedge axis 3. Ridges 82a-82d also
extend along the respective first and second inclined sur-
faces 77 and 78. Ridges 82a and 82c are angled only offset
action angle with respect to ridges 82b and 82d. The
vertically spaced apart ridges 82c and 82d disposed on the
first side 79 of the body 74 can define a recess portion 86
which can receive the distally oriented projections 56b and
156b of the plates 18 and 20, respectively. The vertically
spaced apart ridges 82a and 82b are disposed on the side 80
define recess portion 84 which receives the distally oriented
projections 58b and 158b of the plate 18 and 20. The
transversely spaced apart ridges 82a and 82c are received in
the inclined connection grooves 60b and 62b of the superior
plate. The other transversely spaced apart ridges 82b and
82d are received in the inclined connection grooves 160b
and 162b of the inferior plate 20 (FIG. 3).
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The wedge member body 74 also defines first bore 81
extending through the body 74 between the narrow end 75
and the inner end 76 along the wedge axis 3. The first bore
81 is configured to receive at least a portion of the actuation
member 26. In an embodiment, the bore 81 is internally
threaded to mate with a corresponding threaded portion of
the actuation member 26. Further, the wedge member body
74 includes an additional bore or receiving a radiographic
marker 70b therein.

The second wedge member 24 is configured similarly to
the first wedge member 22. The second wedge member 24
defines a second body 174. The body 174 defines a narrow
end 175 spaced apart from an inner end 176 along the wedge
axis 3, first and second inclined surfaces 177 and 178, a
plurality of ridges 182 extending from body 174, and a
second bore 181 extending through the body 174 between
the narrow and inner ends 175 and 176. The first and second
sides 179 and 180 extend between the inclined surfaces 177
and 178. The body 174, for instance the body inner end 176
defines a superior tip 176, spaced apart from an inferior tip
176i along a vertical direction V. The second wedge member
has a wedge dimension H2 (not shown) defined as the
distance between the superior tip 176s and the inferior tip
176i. H2 can be equal to H1. As shown in FIG. 3, the second
wedge member 24 is spaced apart from the first wedge
member 22 along the longitudinal direction L such that the
inner end 175 of the second wedge member 24 faces the
inner end 75 of the first wedge member 22. The second
wedge member 24 also includes ridges 182a-182d that are
similar to ridges 82a and 82d.

Continuing with FIGS. 3-4D, the actuation member 26 is
configured to couple the first and second wedge members 22
and 24 together while also providing stability to the superior
plate 18 and inferior plate 20 during implant expansion. The
actuation member 26 extends along the longitudinal direc-
tion L between a distal end 27i and a proximal end 27e. The
actuation member 26 defines a shaft 87 extending between
the opposed ends 271 and 27e. The flange 28 protrudes from
the shaft 87 along the transverse T or a radial direction R.
The flange 28 defines a flange body 28b, a distal facing
surface 29d and a proximal facing surface 29p spaced from
the distal facing surface 29d along the longitudinal direction
L. The flange body 28b is sized and dimensioned to slide
within the slots 52 and 54 of plate 18, and slots 152 and 154
of'the plate 20. The radial direction R can be aligned with the
transverse direction T and the vertical direction and is used
to indicate that the flange 28 protrudes radially from the
shaft 87. The flange 28 can have other configurations, and as
such Cartesian coordinates may better indicate directional
components.

The shaft 87 can define a first threaded portion 88
disposed proximally relative to the flange 28, and a second
threaded portion 89 disposed distally from the flange 28. The
first shaft portion 88 can have a length [.1 extending from
the flange proximal face 29p to the proximal end 27e, and
the second threaded portion 89 has a second length 1.2
extending from the flange distal face 29d to the distal end
271, wherein the first length [.1 is greater than the second
length [.2. The shaft 87 is configured to extend through the
bore 81 of the first wedge member 22 and into the curvi-
linear portions 48 and 148 or access opening 50 of the plates.
The first threaded portion 88 has a thread pattern that is
oriented in the opposite direction of the thread pattern
formed on the second threaded portion 89. The internal
threads of the first and second bores 81 and 181 are in
opposing orientations such that when the actuation member
26 rotates, the first and second wedge members 22 and 24
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translate along the actuation member 26 toward each other
or away from each depending on the rotation direction of the
actuation member 26. The thread pattern on each portion
may have the same pitch such that the first and second
wedge members 22 and 24 can translate along the actuation
member 26 at the same rate. The thread pitch can be different
if needed when different distraction profiles are desired in
the expanded configuration (e.g. kyphotic or lordotic). The
proximal end 27e of the actuation member 26 can define a
lip 94 configured to abut the narrow end 75 of the first wedge
member 22. The lip 94 and can help prevent displacement of
the actuation member 26 from the first wedge member 22.
The proximal end 27¢ of the actuation member 26 can define
a socket 90 configured to receive or support a portion of an
instrument, as further detailed below. The socket 90 can
have any configuration ass need to receive an instrument,
such as hex, Phillips, flat, star, etc.

The implant 10 as described herein can have initial
dimensions and expanded dimensions. For, instance, the
implant can have first implant height D1 defined between
opposing portions 11a and 11b of the first and second bone
contacting surfaces 32 and 132, and second implant height
D2 defined between opposing portions 11a and 11b of the
first and second bone contacting surfaces 32 and 132 when
the implant is expanded (FIGS. 2A and 2B). In an embodi-
ment, the first implant height D1 can range between 7 mm
and 10 mm, and the second expanded height can range
between 10 mm and 13 mm. For instance, in an embodi-
ment, the first height can be 7 mm while the expanded,
second height can be 10 mm. In another embodiment, the
first height can be 9 mm and the expanded, second height D2
can be 13 mm. Other dimensions are possible as well. For
example first heights can be up to 7 mm, 9 mm, or greater.
The implant 10 can have length E defined between the distal
or insertion end 12 and the proximal or trailing end 14. The
length E can range between 24 mm and 32 mm. The length
E, however, can be shorter than 24 mm or greater than 32
mm. Further, the implant is configured such the length E of
the implant 10 is consistent regardless of when the implant
10 is in the collapsed configuration or when the implant 10
is in the expanded configuration. That is, the first and second
wedge members 22 and 24 are configured such the opposed
narrow ends 75 and 175 translate to, but do not protrude
from the implant trailing end 14 or implant insertion end 12
when in the expanded configuration. This configuration
improves implant stability.

Referring to FIGS. 8 A-8C, the system as described herein
includes one or more insertions tools. An insertion tool 100
can include a handle 105 and a shaft 104 extending from the
handle toward an implant supporting end 107. The implant
supporting end 107 is configured to support, for instance
carry or engage with a portion of the implant 10. The implant
supporting end 107 can include spaced apart tabs 101 and
102 configured and sized to be received in the implant
indentations 98 and 99. When the implant tabs 101 and 102
engage the indentations 98 and 99, the tool 100 can position
and/or insert the implant 10 into the intervertebral space 9.
An additional tool 350 can be used to expand the implant 10
from the collapsed configuration to the expanded configu-
ration. The tool 350 can include a handle 355 and a shaft 354
extending from the handle toward an implant supporting end
357. The implant supporting end 357 is configured to engage
the actuation member 26, such that rotation of the tool 350
can cause rotation of the actuation member 56.

Referring to FIGS. 8D-8E, another embodiment a tool
300 can include a handle 302, tool housing 304 connected to
the handle 302, and an elongate cannulated shaft 306 extend-
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ing from the housing 304 toward an implant supporting end
307. The housing 304 and cannulated shaft 306 are elongate
along an insertion tool axis 301. The housing 304 and
cannulated shaft 306 define a cannulation (not shown) that
extends through the housing 304 and shaft 306. The tool 300
also includes rotation member 318 that defines a rotation
member 316 and an elongate rod 308 that extends from the
rotation member 318 toward an engagement end 310 along
the axis 301 as shown in FIG. 8D. The rotation member 318
is rotatable in the cannulation as well as slidable or trans-
latable in the cannulation along the tool axis 301. The tool
implant supporting end 307 includes a body 320 and tabs
312 and 314 extending from the body. The engagement end
310 of the rod 308 protrudes from the body 320 and is
disposed between the tabs 312 and 314. Tool 300 can be
used to clasp, insert, and then expand the implant. The tool
300 can be used clasp the implant 10 by inserting the tabs
312 and 314 into the indentations 98 and 99 while the
rotation member 318 can be slide into engagement with the
actuation member 26. For instance, the engagement end 310
can be coupled to the opening 90 in the actuation member 26
while tabs 312 and 314 support the implant 10. The rotation
member 318 can be rotated relative to the shaft 306 so that
the actuation member 26 is rotated.

Referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B, implant 10 is configured
to expand from the collapsed configuration C (FIG. 7A) to
the expanded configuration E (FIG. 7B). When the first or
collapsed configuration C, the first and second wedge mem-
bers 22 and 24 are disposed in the implant such that the inner
ends 76 and 176 face and are spaced apart from each other
to define a gap therebetween. The actuation member 26 is
coupled to the first and second wedge members 22 and 24
such that the first threaded portion 88 is disposed in the first
bore 81 and the second threaded portion 89 is disposed in the
second bore 181. The flange 28 extends between (in the sup)
and along the opposed inner ends 76 and 176 of the first and
second wedge members 22 and 24. The inclined surfaces 77
and 78 are adjacent to opposing plate ramp surfaces 46 and
146, while the second wedge member 24 inclined surfaces
177 and 178 are adjacent to opposing plate ramp surfaces 44
and 144. The inner end superior tips 76s and 176s extend
into the lumen 30 and an into a plane containing the bone
contacting surface 32, while the inner end tips 761 and 1761
extend into the second lumen and to a plane containing the
bone contacting surface 132. The flange distal face 29d abuts
the inner end 176 of the second wedge member 24, while the
flange proximal face 29p abuts the inner end 76 of the first
wedge member 22. Portions of the first and second wedge
members 22 and 24, for instance tips 76s-i and 176s-1,
disposed in the lumens 30 and 31 allows for a wedge profile
that aids plates 18 and 20 separation with relatively little
advancement of the first and second wedge members 22 and
24 along the actuation member 26. For instance, the superior
tips 76s and 176s extend to, for instance traverse, the first
lumen axis 85 such that the tips are generally aligned with
the bone contact surface 32 of the superior plate 18. The
inferior tips 761 and 1761 extend to, for instance traverse, the
second lumen axis 85a such that the tips 761 and 176i are
generally aligned with the bone contact surface 132 of the
inferior plate 20.

Turning to FIGS. 7B and 8A-8F, when the actuation
member 26 is rotated [for] via a tool [150] 300 or 350, the
first threaded portion 88 of the actuation member 26 causes
the first wedge member 22 to translate toward the trailing
end 14 of the implant 10. The inclined surfaces 77 and 78
bears against the ramp surfaces 46 and 146 to separate the
superior plate 18 from the inferior plate 20 along the vertical
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direction. The ridges 82a-d slide along inclined connection
grooves 60b, 160b, 62b, 162b (not shown in the FIG. 7B).
While the first wedge member 22 is translating toward the
implant trailing end 14, the second threaded portion 89 of
the actuation member 26 engages the second bore 181 and
causes the second wedge member 24 to translate toward the
insertion end 12 of the implant 10. The inclined surfaces 177
and 178 of the second wedge member 24 slide along the
ramp surfaces 44 and 144, so as to separate the superior plate
18 from the inferior plate 20 along the vertical direction V.
The ridges 182a-182d slide along respective inclined con-
nection grooves 60a, 160a, 62a, 162a (not shown in the FIG.
7B). The flange 28 remains disposed in the slots 52, 54, 152,
154 during actuation of the implant 10 and provides addi-
tional stability against sheer when the implant 10 is
expanded. The embodiment shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B
illustrate the superior plate 18 separating from the inferior
plate 20 along a vertical direction V while remaining gen-
erally parallel to each other. In other alternate embodiments,
the implant can be configured to such that a lordotic or
kyphotic distraction is achieved. For example, the threaded
portions of the actuation member can be configured to cause
one wedge member to translate at a faster rate compared to
the other wedge member. In such an embodiment, when the
implant 10 is expanded, the superior plate 18 will be
angularly offset from the inferior plate 20.

Referring to FIGS. 9-11B, in accordance with[, the] an
alternative embodiment of an implant 110, the superior and
interior plates 18 and 20, and specifically the [interior]
interiors thereof, include opposing depressions [49] 49a-
49b, [149] 149a-149b extending from the lumens 30, 131,
toward the opposing ends 12, 14 of the implant. The first and
second members 222 and 224 may include projecting tabs
120, 121, 122, and 123 [(tab 121 not shown)] protrude from
the inclined surfaces 277 and 278 of the first and second
wedge members 222 and 224. Further, the actuation member
226 can have a shorter length measured between proximal
and distal ends 227e and 227i thereof compared to actuation
member 26 described above. Otherwise, the implant 110
shown in FIGS. 9-11B is similarly configured to implant 10.

Referring the FIGS. 10A-10C, the depressions 79 include
a first [49A] depression 49a and a second depression [49B]
49b extending from the first and second ramp surfaces 44
and 46 along the vertical direction V. The depressions [49A,
49B] 49a, 49b define a shoulders 51a, 51b, 53a, 53b, against
which a portion the wedge members 222 and 224 shoulder
against when the implant is expanded.

Another aspect of the present disclosure is a method of
inserting and expanding for inserting an expandable implant
into an intervertebral space. The patient the intervertebral
space 9 is prepared using familiar techniques. One or more
trial implants may be used to determine the appropriate size
of the implant 10. Using the tool 100 (FIG. 8A), the
expandable implant can be clasped between the tabs 101 and
102. Next, the expandable implant 10 is inserted into the
intervertebral space 9 at the appropriate position between the
vertebral bodies using a unilateral and/or bilateral posterior
approach or an anterior approach. Next, a tool 350 having
configured to engage the opening 90 the actuation member
26 can be used to actuate. Rotating the tool 350 and
actuation member 26 causes the actuating member 26 to
separate the opposed wedge members 22 and 24 along the
longitudinal direction L simultaneously, thereby causing the
first plate to separate from the second plate along the second
direction such that the first plate is parallel to the second
plate during the expanding step.
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In accordance with an alternative embodiment, the
method of insertion and expansion can use a tool 300 shown
in FIG. 8C-8F. For instance, the tool 300 can clasp the
implant 10 by inserting the tool tabs 312 and 314 into the
implant indentations 98 and 99. The rotation member 318
can be slid into engagement with the actuation member 26.
The tool 300 can be used to insert the implant into the
intervertebral space 9. When the implant 10 is in the
appropriate position, the rotation member 318 can be
rotated, which rotates the actuation member 26 such that the
implant is expanded to the desired expansion height.

Although the disclosure has been described in detail, it
should be understood that various changes, substitutions,
and alterations can be made herein without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims. Moreover, the scope of the present dis-
closure is not intended to be limited to the particular
embodiments described in the specification. As one of
ordinary skill in the art will readily appreciate from that
processes, machines, manufacture, composition of matter,
means, methods, or steps, presently existing or later to be
developed that perform substantially the same function or
achieve substantially the same result as the corresponding
embodiments described herein may be utilized according to
the present disclosure.

What is claimed:

1. An expandable implant for insertion in an intervertebral
space defined between a first vertebral body and a second
vertebral body, the implant defining an insertion end spaced
apart from a trailing end along a longitudinal direction, the
implant comprising:

a first plate defining a first connection groove and a first

projection;

a second plate opposed to the first plate along a vertical
direction that is perpendicular to the longitudinal direc-
tion, the second plate defining a second connection
groove and a second projection, wherein the first and
second projections are positioned between the first and
second connection grooves with respect to the vertical
direction;

a first wedge member and a second wedge member spaced
from the first wedge member along the longitudinal
direction, each wedge member defining:
an inner end and a narrow end spaced apart from the

inner end along the longitudinal direction, each
wedge member tapering from the inner end to the
narrow end, the inner ends of each wedge member
facing one another;

a first side surface and a second side surface spaced
from the first side surface along a transverse direc-
tion that is perpendicular to the longitudinal and
vertical directions;

a first ridge and a second ridge spaced from the first
ridge with respect to the vertical direction, each of
the first and second ridges 1) elongated in a direction
extending from the narrow end to the inner end of the
associated wedge member, and 2) protruding from
one of the first and second side surfaces of the
associated wedge member in the transverse direc-
tion,

wherein the first ridge is received within the first
connection groove and overlaps the first projection in
the [transverse] vertical direction so as to interlock
the associated wedge member with the first plate, the
second ridge is received within the second connec-
tion groove and overlaps the second projection in the
[transverse] vertical direction so as to interlock the
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associated wedge member with the second plate, and
the first and second wedge members are configured
to translate away from one another along the longi-
tudinal direction along the first and second plates
from a first contracted configuration of the first and
second wedge members into a second separated
configuration of the first and second wedge mem-
bers; and

an actuation member coupled to the first wedge member

and the second wedge member, the actuation member
defining a shaft having a proximal end and a distal end
spaced from the proximal end along the longitudinal
direction, the shaft defining a first threaded portion and
a second threaded portion proximal to the first threaded
portion, the actuation member defining a flange extend-
ing toward the first and second plates, the flange
disposed between the first and second threaded por-
tions, the actuation member configured to translate the
first and second wedge members from the first con-
tracted configuration into the second separated configu-
ration so as to separate the first plate from the second
plate along the vertical direction,

wherein the implant is configured to expand from a

collapsed configuration into an expanded configura-
tion, the expanded configuration is defined as when the
first plate is spaced apart from the second plate along
the vertical direction, and when the implant is in the
collapsed configuration, the inner ends of each wedge
member abut the flange.

2. The implant of claim 1, wherein the first threaded
portion has a first thread direction, and [a] the second
threaded portion has a second thread direction that is dif-
ferent than the first thread direction.

3. The implant of claim 2, wherein the first wedge
member includes a first bore extending along the first
direction between the narrow end and the inner end of the
first wedge member, and the second wedge member includes
a second bore extending along the first direction between the
narrow end and the inner end of the second wedge member,
wherein the first bore at least partially receives the first
threaded portion of the actuation member, and the second
bore at least partially receives the second threaded portion of
the actuation member.

4. The implant of claim 1, wherein the first plate defines
a first proximal ramp inclined toward the trailing end of the
implant, and the second plate defines a second proximal
ramp inclined toward the trailing end of the implant, wherein
either of the first or second wedge member is configured to
translate along the first and second proximal ramp toward
the trailing end of the implant.

5. The implant of claim 4, wherein tke first plate defines
a first distal ramp inclined toward the insertion end of the
implant, and the second plate defines a second distal ramp
inclined toward [either of] the insertion end of the implant,
wherein the other of the first or second wedge member is
configured to translate along the first and second distal ramp
toward the insertion end of the implant.

6. The implant of claim 1, wherein each wedge member
defines a body having a first inclined surface angularly offset
from a second inclined surface, wherein the first and second
inclined surfaces extend from the inner end toward the
narrow end.

7. The implant of claim 6, wherein the first ridge extends
along the first inclined surface, the second ridge extends
along the second inclined surface, and the first and second
ridges are configured to slidably couple with the first and
second plates, respectively.
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8. The implant of claim 6, wherein the first inclined
surface defines a top surface of the associated wedge mem-
ber, the second inclined surface defines a bottom surface of
the associated wedge member, the first ridge is contiguous
with the first inclined surface, and the second ridge is
contiguous with the second inclined surface.

[9. The implant of claim 1, wherein the implant is
configured to expand from a collapsed configuration into an
expanded configuration, the expanded configuration is
defined as when the first plate is spaced apart from the
second plate along the vertical direction, and when the
implant is in the collapsed configuration, the inner ends of
each wedge member abut the flange.]

10. The implant of claim [9] I, wherein the first plate
defines a first lumen and the second plate defines a second
lumen aligned with the first lumen, wherein when the
implant is in the collapsed configuration, at least a portion of
the first wedge member and the second wedge member is at
least partially disposed in the first lumen and the second
lumen.

11. The implant of claim 10, wherein the inner end of each
wedge member includes a superior tip and an inferior tip
spaced apart from the superior tip along the vertical direc-
tion, wherein when the implant is in the collapsed configu-
ration, the superior tip extends into the first lumen and is at
least aligned with a first bone contacting surface of the first
plate, and the inferior tip extends into the second lumen and
is at least aligned with a second bone contacting surface of
the second plate.

12. The implant of claim 1, wherein the inner ends of the
first and second wedge members are spaced apart to at least
partially define a gap extending therebetween, and the flange
is configured to extend through the gap and at least partially
into the first and second plates.

13. The implant of claim 12, wherein when the first wedge
member and the second wedge member separate from the
first contracted configuration into the second separated con-
figuration, the dimension of the gap is increased.

14. The implant of claim 1, wherein the first and second
connection grooves and the first and second ridges are each
sloped with respect to the longitudinal direction.

15. The implant of claim 14, wherein the first and second
ridges are configured to ride along the first and second
connection grooves, respectively, responsive to translation
of the associated wedge member from the first contracted
configuration to the second separated configuration so as to
separate the first plate from the second plate along the
vertical direction.

16. The implant of claim 1, wherein each wedge member
further comprises a third ridge and a fourth ridge spaced
from the third ridge with respect to the vertical direction,
wherein,

the third ridge protrudes, in the transverse direction, from

the other of the first and second side [surface] surfaces
of the associated wedge member from which the first
ridge protrudes;

the fourth ridge protrudes, in the transverse direction,

from the other of the first and second side surfaces of
the associated wedge member from which the second
ridge protrudes; and

each of the third and fourth ridges is elongated in a

direction extending from the narrow end to the inner
end of the associated wedge member.

17. The implant of claim 16, wherein the first and third
ridges are parallel with each other, and the second and fourth
ridges are parallel with each other.
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18. The implant of claim 1, wherein:

the first wedge member defines a first threaded feature
coupled to the first threaded portion of the shaft;

the second wedge member defines a second threaded
feature coupled to the second threaded portion of the
shaft; and

the actuation member is configured to translate the first
and second wedge members from the first contracted
configuration into the second separated configuration
responsive to rotation of the shaft about [the] a central
axis of the shaft; and

the first and second threaded portions of the shaft have
different thread pitches so as to cause the first and
second wedge members to translate at different rates
responsive to rotation of the shaft in a manner causing
the first and second plates to be separated by a first
distance in the vertical direction at the insertion end and
by a second distance in the vertical direction at the
trailing end, and the first distance is different than the
second distance.

19. An implant for insertion in an intervertebral space
defined between a first vertebral body and a second vertebral
body, the implant defining an insertion end spaced apart
from [an] a trailing end along a first direction, the implant
comprising:

a first plate defining a first connection groove and a first

projection;

a second plate opposing the first plate along a second
direction that is perpendicular to the first direction, the
second plate defining a second connection groove and
a second projection, wherein the first and second pro-
jections are positioned between the first and second
connection grooves with respect to the second direc-
tion;

a first wedge member and a second wedge member spaced
apart from the first wedge member along the first
direction so as to define at least a gap between the first
and second wedge members, each wedge member
defining:

a first end and a second end spaced from the first end
along the first direction, the first ends of each wedge
member facing one another so as to define [a] the gap
therebetween;

a first side surface and a second side surface spaced
from the first side surface along a third direction that
is perpendicular to the first and second directions;

a first ridge and a second ridge spaced from the first
ridge with respect to the second direction, each of the
first and second ridges 1) elongated in a direction
extending from the first end to the second end of the
associated wedge member, and 2) protruding from
one of the first and second side surfaces of the
associated wedge member in the third direction,

wherein the first ridge is received within the first
connection groove and overlaps the first projection in
the [third] second direction so as to interlock the
associated wedge member to the first plate, the
second ridge is received within the second groove
and overlaps the second projection in the [third]
second direction so as to interlock the associated
wedge member to the second plate, and the first
wedge member and the second wedge member are
translatable along the first and second plates along
the first direction;

an actuation member defining a shaft having a first
threaded portion coupled to the first wedge member and
a second threaded portion spaced from the first
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threaded portion along the first direction, the second
threaded portion coupled to the second wedge member;
and

a flange extending radially from the actuation member at

least partially into the gap and at least partially into the
first and second plates, the flange disposed between the
first and second threaded portions of the shaft, wherein,
when the actuation member is actuated, the first wedge
member and the second wedge member separate from
each other along the first direction so as to separate the
first plate from the second plate along the second
direction,

wherein the implant is configured to expand from a

collapsed configuration into an expanded configura-
tion, the expanded configuration is defined as when the
first plate is spaced apart from the second plate along
the vertical divection, and when the implant is in the
collapsed configuration, the inner ends of each wedge
member abut the flange.

20. The implant of claim 19, further comprising a first
lumen extending through the first plate, and a second lumen
extending through the second plate and axially aligned with
the first lumen.

21. The implant of claim 20, wherein the first plate defines
a bone contacting surface and an inner surface opposed to
the bone contacting surface, the inner surface defining a first
ramp that extends from the first lumen toward the [first]
insertion end[of the first plate], and a second ramp extending
from the first lumen toward the [second] #railing end[of the
first plate], wherein the first and second ramps slidingly mate
with the respective first and second [first] wedge members.

22. The implant of claim 21, wherein at least the first ramp
defines an elongate depression, wherein the elongate depres-
sion is configured to receive a tab extending from either of
the first wedge member or the second wedge member along
the second direction, wherein [the tab is configured to abut]
a portion of the depression is configured to abut the tab so
as to limit advancement of the first and second wedge
members relative to the first plate.

23. The implant of claim 21, wherein the second plate
defines a second bone contacting surface and an inner
surface opposed to the second bone contacting surface, the
inner surface of the second plate defining a first ramp that
extends from the second lumen toward the [first] insertion
end[of the second plate], and a second ramp extending from
the second lumen toward the [second] trailing end[of the
second plate], wherein the first and second ramps slidingly
mate with the respective first and second [first] wedge
members.

24. The implant of claim 19, wherein the first plate defines
a first bone contacting surface extending between the trailing
end and the insertion end, and a first pair of opposed walls
extending from the first bone contacting surface along the
second direction, and the second plate defines a second bone
contacting surface extending between the trailing end and
the insertion end, the second bone contacting surface spaced
from the first bone contacting surface along the second
direction, and the second [bone] plate defines a second pair
of' opposed walls extending from the second bone contacting
surface along the second direction toward the first plate,
wherein the first and second pair of opposed walls each at
least partially define a cavity configured to support the first
and second wedge members.

25. The implant of claim 24, wherein one of the first pair
of opposed walls defines at least one slot disposed between
the insertion end and the trailing end, wherein the at least
one slot is configured to receive a portion of the flange.
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26. The implant of claim 24, wherein the first pair of
opposed walls each define a first and second opposing slot,
and the second pair of opposed second walls define a third
and fourth opposing slot, wherein the first, second, third, and
fourth opposing slots are disposed between the insertion end
and the trailing end of the implant, and each slot is config-
ured to receive a portion of the flange.

27. The implant of claim 24, wherein at least one wall of
the first or second pair of opposed walls defines the first
connection groove and the first projection, and the first
connection groove is recessed into the at least one wall along
the third direction.

28. A system for replacing an intervertebral disc with an
intervertebral spacer to fuse two adjacent vertebral bodies,
the system comprising:

an expandable implant configured for insertion into an

intervertebral space, the implant defining an insertion

end spaced from a trailing end along a longitudinal
direction, the implant comprising:

a superior plate and an inferior plate opposite the
superior plate along a vertical direction perpendicu-
lar to the longitudinal divection, the superior plate
defining a first sidewall and a second sidewall
spaced from the first sidewall along a transverse
direction that is perpendicular to the longitudinal
and vertical directions, wherein the first sidewall
defines a first slot and the second sidewall defines a
second slot aligned with the first slot along the
transverse divection, and each of the first and second
slots is partially defined by opposed surfaces that
face each other along the longitudinal direction in
the respective first and second sidewalls;

a first wedge member and a second wedge member
spaced from the first wedge member along the lon-
gitudinal direction, wherein the first and second
wedge members are coupled to the superior and
inferior plates, each wedge member being tapered so
as to define at least a superior inclined surface; and

an actuation member configured to cause the first and
second wedge members to translate along the lon-
gitudinal direction so as to cause the superior
inclined surface of each wedge member to bear
against the superior plate, thereby expanding the
implant from a collapsed configuration to an
expanded configuration by increasing a distance
between the superior and inferior plates along the
vertical direction, wherein the actuation member
defines a flange, and the first and second slots are
configured to slidingly and matingly receive respec-
tive portions of the flange such that relative sliding
motion occurs between the flange and the first and
second slots as the distance between the superior
and inferior plates increases; and

an elongate member elongate along an axis, the elongate

member having an engagement end configured to

engage the actuation member, wherein the elongate
member is movable to actuate the actuation member,
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thereby causing the first and second wedge members to
translate along the longitudinal direction.

29. The system of claim 28, wherein 1) each wedge
member defines a first end and a second end spaced from
each other along the longitudinal divection, and the superior
inclined surface of each wedge member is tapered between
the respective first and second ends.

30. The system of claim 29, wherein the superior plate
defines a first lumen and the inferior plate defines a second
lumen aligned with the first lumen along the vertical direc-
tion, wherein when the implant is in the collapsed configu-
ration, at least one of the first and second wedge members
is at least partially disposed in the first lumen.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein the first or second end
of each of the first and second wedge members includes a
superior tip, wherein when the implant is in the collapsed
configuration, the superior tip of the at least one of the first
and second wedge members extends into the first lumen and
is at least aligned with a first bone contacting surface of the
superior plate along the longitudinal direction.

32. The system of claim 30, wherein:

the superior plate defines a first proximal ramp that

extends from the first lumen toward the trailing end and
a first distal ramp that extends from the first lumen
toward the insertion end, the first proximal ramp is
inclined toward the first lumen, and the first distal ramp
is inclined toward the first lumen;

the superior inclined surface of the first wedge member is

configured to slidably mate with the first proximal
ramp: and

the superior inclined surface of the second wedge member

is configured to slidably mate with the first distal ramp.

33. The system of claim 29, wherein the inferior plate
defines first and second sidewalls opposite each other along
the transverse direction, wherein:

the first sidewall of at least the inferior plate defines a first

indentation at the trailing end, and

the second sidewall of at least the inferior plate defines a

second indentation at the trailing end, wherein the first
indentation is spaced from the second indentation
along the transverse direction, and the first and second
indentations are configured to receive respective first
and second tabs of an implant-supporting member.

34. The system of claim 33, wherein the actuation member
defines a socket, the engagement end of the elongate member
is receivable within the socket for rotatably coupling with
the actuation member, and each of the first indentations and
the second indentations is offset from the socket along the
transverse direction.

35. The system of claim 28, wherein the flange is disposed
between the first and second wedge members with respect to
the longitudinal direction.

36. The system of claim 35, wherein the flange defines a
distal facing surface and a proximal facing surface spaced
from each other along the longitudinal direction.
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