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The present invention relates to a rack for displaying
merchandise and more particularly to the type of rack
commonly used in self-serve supermarkets and the like
to display featured canned goods and other items.

The modern emphasis on self-service type of retail
stores has created a need for a strong, easily stored, porta-
ble display rack in which canned goods and cther fea-
tured items can be placed to be picked up by shoppers.
Because of the limited number of helpers with mechan-
ical ability usually employed in such establishments it is
important that such a damp rack, as they are commonly
called, be capable of being completely assembled and dis-
assembled without the need of special skills or tools.
Racks now being used are assembled with clamps and
bolts and thus require a great deal of time and effort each
time a new display is to be set up. Since the number of
items to be displayed fluctuates from week to week, the
number of racks needed will also vary and storage can
be a problem usnless the rack will knock down easily
into a compact unit. Those used herctofore will not
knock down without complete disassembly. Further,
since canned goods are heavy such a rack must be quite
strong.

It is an object of the present invention to produce a
display rack which can be completely assembled and dis-
assembled without special skills or tocls by providing
baskets each having tubular framework which is slidably
carried in the tubular framework of the basket below.

it is another object of the present invention to produce
a display rack which can be stored in a small space by
providing means permitiing each basket of the rack to be
inserted into a nesting position in the basket below it
when the rack is disassembled.

It is yet another object of the present invention to
produce- a display rack strong enough to hold large quan-
tities of canned goods and other heavy items by providing
2 structure in which each basket is a part of the support-
ing structure of the entire rack.

It is still a further object of the present invention to
produce a display rack which is adaptable for use in
many different situations by providing means for increas-
ing the number of baskets which can be used on such
a rack without the need of screws, bolts or clamps.

Yet another cobject of the present invention is to in-
crease the utility and life of a display rack by providing
a construction which enables the rack to be assembled
from a stock of interchangeable parts.

Yet other objects and advantages will readily occur
to one skilled in the art to which the present invention per-
tains upon reference to the following drawings in which
like reference characters refer to like parts throughout
the several views and in which

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a preferred em-
bodiment of the present inventicn illustrating a rack pro-
vided with two baskets.
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FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the rack shown in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the rack illustrated
in FIG. 4 but showing the rack in its knocked down form,

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the rack shown in
FiG. 1 but iilustrating such a rack when a third basket
has been added.

FIG. 5 is a lateral cross sectional view taken substan-
tantially at line 5—5 of FIG. 1, and

FIG. 6 i3 a fragmentary cross sectional view of struc-
ture taken substantially at line 6—6 of FiG. 1.

MNow referring to the drawings for a more detailed
description of the present invention, reference character
18 denotes a dump display rack comprising in general a
bottom basket unit 11 and any desired number of top

asket units 12.  FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a rack 18 utiliz-
ing cne top basket unit 12 and FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate
such a rack I when two top basket units 12 are used.

The bottom basket unit 1% preferably comprises a wire
basket 43 having a grilled bottom portion 14 and grilled
side walls 15A and front and back walls 158 and 15C
respectively extending in planes which slope slightly out-
wardly from the bottom portion 14. A heavy wire sup-
port 1§ is secured to the basket 13 spaced from the walls
15A in a plane substantially parallel with the plane con-
taining the bottom portion 14. Tubular frame members
17 are secured to the wire support 16 in such a way as to
tilt the forward porticn of the basket 13 slightly down-
wardly from a plane normal to the frame members 17
as can best be seen in FIG. 2.

The tubular frame members 17 are carried on the sup-
port 16 in a substantially upright position and are each
provided with a longitudinally extending hollow portion
i8. Each frame member 17 has a substantially 8 curved
bent portion 1% and is provided with a wheel assembly
26 carried in the recessed portion 18§ by any convenient
means such as screws 21. The curved portion 12 pro-
duces a broad base of suppert for the rack 18.

The wheel assembly 28 preferably comprises a fork
member 22 swivelingly carried in the tubular frame mem-
ber 17 and rotatably carrying a wheel 23.

The top basket units 12 as can best be seen in FIGS.
2 and 4 are each exactly alike and preferably comprise
a basket member 24 having a bottom portion 24A, side
walls 254, a front wall 258, a back wall 25C, and a wire
support 26 substantially similar to baskets 13 and sup-
port 6. Straight tubular frame members 27 are secured
to the side wails 25A and the supports 26 in a parallel
relationship and are positioned to tilt the frent portion of
the basket 23 slightly downwardly so that the bottom
portions 24 are each in planes substantiaily parallel to the
plane containing the bottom portion 14.

The tubular frame members 27 are each provided with
a tubular end member 28 of reduced cross section and
which is dimensicned to slide into the longitudinal hollow
portion 18 of a corresponding, tubular frame member 17
of the bottom basket unit 11 or if more than one top
basket unit is used into a longitudinally extending hollow
portion 22 provided in the frame members 27. End caps
30 are provided for insertion in the hollow portion 29 of
the uppermost top basket unit 12.

It is not intended that the present invention be limited
to the use of baskets since it is apparent that other types
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of shelves or containers could be used equally as satis-
factorily.

It is also apparent that the present invention provides
a display rack which can be easily assembled and disas-
sembled without requiring special tools or skills. Further
the number of baskets carried on the rack can be varied
by beginning with the bottom wunit 11 and including as
many top baskets unit 12 as is desired. When the rack
is to be disassembled for storage or shipping, this can be
easily accomplished by beginning with the uppermost top
unit 11 and removing each unit from the one below.

As can best be seen in FIG. 3 the basket units 11 and
12 are so constructed that when the rack is disassembled
each basket unit will nest in the unit below it, thus mini-
mizing space requirements for shipping and storage. This
result is achieved by spacing the supports 26 from the
sides of the baskets 13 and 23 and by constructing the
baskets 13 and 23 with sidewalls which slope outwardly.

It is also apparent that the present invention produces
a rack capable of withstanding the stresses caused by
loading the baskets with heavy items such as canned
goods. Each basket is a part of the support for the en-
tire rack. - Stresses are transmitted through basket units
11—12 to the four upright supports made up of the en-
gaged tubular frame members of the units being used.

Although I have described but one embodiment of the
present invention it is apparent that changes and modi-
fications can be made without departing from the spirit
of the invention or the scope of the appended claims.

I claim:
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1. A display rack for supermarkets and the like com- -

prising

(a) a bottom basket unit and a top basket unit,

(b) said basket units each being provided with a pla-
rality of substantially upright elongated frame mem-
bers,

(¢) said frame members of said bottom basket unit be-
ing in axial alignment respectively with correspond-
ing frame members of said top basket unit,

(d) each of said frame members of said top basket
unit being provided with an end portion of reduced
cross-section,

(e) each of said frame members of said bottom basket
unit being provided with a recessed end portion
adapted to axially receive said reduced end portion
of the corresponding frame member of said top basket
unit,

(f) said bottom basket unit comprising a wire basket
having a floor portion and sidewalls each respectively
extending in a plane which slopes ocutwardly from
said floor portion,

(g) said frame members of said bottom basket being
secured to said sidewalls,

'(h) said top basket unit comprising 2 wire basket hav-
ing a floor portion and side walls each respectively
extending in a plane which slopes outwardly from
said floor portion,

(i) said frame members of said top basket unit being
secured to said sidewalls with each sloped with re-
spect to said floor portion of said basket and with
the lower portions of said frame members being
spaced from said sidewalls whereby when said basket
units are disassembled said top basket unit will nest
in said bottom basket.

2. A display rack for supermarkets and the like com-

prising

(2) a bottom basket unit and a top basket unit,

(b) said basket units each being provided with a plu-
rality of substantiaily upright elongated frame mem-
bers,

(c¢) said frame members of said bottom basket unit be-
ing in axial alignment respectively with correspond-
ing frame members of said top basket unit,

(d) each of said frame members of said top basket

40

45

50

60

65

70

4
unit being provided with an end portion of reduced
cross section,

(e) each of said frame members of said bottom basket
unit being provided with a recessed end portion
adapted to axially receive said reduced end portion
of the corresponding frame member of said top basket
unit,

(f) each of said basket units comprising a wire basket
having a floor portion and sidewalls,

(g) each of said frame members of said top basket
unit being respectively secured to said sidewalls at a
point intermediate said floor portion and the top of
said basket,

(h) said frame members of said top basket unit each
being laterally outwardly spaced from that portion
of said respective sidewalls extending between said
floor portion and said point at which said frame
members are secured to said sidewalls whereby said
top basket unit will partjially nest into said bottom
basket unit upon disassembly of the frame members
of cne of said basket units from the frame members
of the other of said basket units.

3. The rack as defined in claim 2 and including a sec-
ond top basket unit carried by said first mentioned top
basket unit and substantially similar thereto.

4. A display rack for supermarkets and the like com-
prising

(@) a bottom basket unit and a top basket unit,

(b) said basket units each being provided with a plu-
rality of substantially upright elongated frame mem-
bers,

(c) said frame members of said bottom basket unit be-
ing in axial alignment respectively with correspond-
ing frame members of said top basket unit,

(d) each of said frame members of said top basket
unit being provided with an end portion of reduced
cross section,

(¢) each of said frame members of said bottom basket
unit being provided with a recessed end portion
adapted to axially receive said reduced end portion
of the corresponding frame member of said top basket
unit,

() said frame members of said top basket unit com-
prising a plurality of spaced substantially vertically
extending strut members,

(g) each of said strut members being parallel with
each of the other strut members of said top basket
unit,

(h) said top basket unit further comprising a wire
basket having a floor portion and sidewalls, and

(i) said strut members being sloped from the plane of
said floor portion.

5. The rack as defined in claim 4 and including a sec-
ond top basket unit removably carried by said first men-
tioned top basket unit.

6. A rack comprising

(a¢) a bottom container unit and a top container unit,

(b) said container units each being provided with a
plurality of substantially vertically extending frame
members,

(c) means removably securing said frame members
of one of said container units to said frame members
of said other container unit,

(d) said top container unit comprising a floor portion
and outwardly sioped sidewalls,

(e) said bottom container unit being provided with an
open top, said floor portion of said top container unit
being of a smaller arca than said top. and said
frame members of said top container unit being
secured to said sidewalls in a position with the lower
portions of said frame members being laterally out-
wardly spaced from said sidewalls, whereby upon
disassembly said top container unit will nest in said
bottom container unit.

7. The rack as defined in claim ‘1 and in which said
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top basket unit is provided with means adapted for carry-
ing a second top basket unit substantially similar to said
first mentioned top basket unit,

8. The rack as defined in claim 2 and in which said
top basket is provided with a wire member secured cn
the exterior of said sidewalls intermediate said floor por-
tion and the top of the basket and subsiantially parallel
to the plane of said floor portion, said frame members
being secured to said wire member whereby said wire
member spaces said frame member laterally from said
floor portion.

9. The rack as defined in claim 2 and in which the
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frame members of said bottom basket unit each com-
prises a substantially vertically extending strut member,
said strut member having an $-shaped, cutwardly bent
portion below said floor portion, and a castor secured
to the end of said strut member below said floor portion.
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