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MERCHANDISE DISPLAY

Application filed July 13,

This invention relates to merchandise dis-
play, and among other objects aims to pro-
vide a container or package which will effec-
tively display the nature and variety of its
the package be full or nearly
emnpty. o '

The nature of the invention may be readily
understood by reference to one illugirative
construction embodying the invention and

0 shown in the accompanying drawing.

Fig. 11is a perspective view of the container

opened and arranged to display its contents.
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Fig. 2 is a transverse section of the opened
package. '

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a removable
stuffer or filler which may be employed to
render the container serviceable for shipping
purposes. o

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective of 2
support which holds the several avticles in
the container in position for the most effec-
tive display. ‘

The individual articles 10 comprising the
contents of the container are shown in rec-
tangular package form and possessing some
though not great thickness, the maximum
thickness of the articles 10 being approxi-
mately one-quarter of an inch. Such pack-
ages are a convenient form for many pur-
poses such as for holding various articles of
food, seeds or any commodity which may be
similarly packaged for sale to the retail trade.
In the present instance the articles consist of
rectangular envelopes containing in concen-
trated and powdered form the ingredients
for making fruit drinks of various flavors.
The front faces 11 of the several packages are
advantageously decorated or otherwise de-
signed to attract attention so as not only to
make the package pleasing in appearance but
to present a sales appeal. Tn this connection
the envelope may advantageously be covered
with a transparent paper such as cellophane
which not only makes the package more at-
tractive but tends to keep the contents dry.
As here shown the individual packages bear
near their top edges, legends 12 which indi-
cate the character or variety of the contents,—
assuming that the contents are not identical as
in the present case where the several packages
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contain ingredients for making drinks of dif-
Y .8 . Qe
ferent flavors. The present container dis-

plays articles for making drinks of six dif-

ferent flavors. :

The individual packages 10 are carried in
the surrounding carton 13 (which may advan-
tageously be made of cardboard). in an in-
clined position so as to lie perpendicularly or
approximately perpendicularly to the line of
vision of the customer, thereby to make the
most advantageous presentation of the face
of the individual packages. The latter are
held in such inclined position by a support 14
whose inclined face 15 is at the angle (slightly
less than 45° in the present case) most advan-
tageous for display purposes.  The support
14 in this case is made from a single sheet of

cardboard folded into the shape shown in.

Tig. 4. The extreme or rear margin 16 of
the cardboard sheet is doubled inwardly as
shown and its ends 17 (which are severed
from the sheet along their lower edges) are
folded at right angles thereto and project
through slots 18 in the inclined face 15 to pro-
vide spacing fins for spacing the several col-
umns of packages 10. The support in this

case is shown with two spaced fins which in.

conjunction with the sides of the carton pro-
vide means for spacing and locating three
columns of packages 10 (see Fig. 1).

The carton is provided with projections for
holding the individual packages at the prop-
er inclimation and for preventing them from
sliding or falling down into the carton par-
ticularly when the carton is partially empty.
Such projections are here provided in the
form of a sheet 19 lying on the bottom of the
carton and presenting a series of spaced ribs
20 which are engaged by the lower edges of
the individual packages to prevent the same
fromsliding down. The spacing between the
ribs 20 should have some reference to the
thickness of the package or the ribs should
be sufficientlvy numerous so as to provide a rib
where needed. The ribs may advantageous-
v be provided (in the present case) by a

‘piece’ of ordinary corrugated cardboard.

Thus even though practically all the pack-
ages in a given column be removed, neverthe-
less the remaining packages are held in the

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100



2

advantageous, inclined position and will not
clide down in the carton. The inclination of
the packages with reference to their thickness
is such as to expose a sufficient width 21 of
5 the upper margin of each package so that the
legend at the top of each package (if a Jegend
be necessary to identify the character of the
contents) will be exposed to view. This per-
mits the purchaser not only readily to select
10 the desired package but enables the merchant
to determine easily how many of each variety
of packages remain.
The lid 22 of the carton is here shown as
folded on itself as at 23 and the free edge 24
15 thereof tucked down between the carton and
the rear face of the supporting member 14.
This holds the folded lid in an upright or
slightly backwardly inclined position. The
face 25 of the top may advantageously pre-
20 cent, a display designed to attract attention
and advertise the articles on sale.  Also a por-
tion of the top may be severed from the bal-
ance alone any desired decorative outhne'27
<o that when the top is folded along the line
25,93 the severed portion 97 will project up-
wardly so as to increase the display face of
the top. .
To close the carton for purposes of ship-
ping, the free edge 24 is withdrawn and the
30+ top unfolded thus bringing the severed por-
tion 27 into the plane of the balance of the
top. Before closing the carton a stuffer or
filler 28 made of cardboard and having a
cross-sectional shape to fill the place 29 be-
35- tveen foremost articles 10 and the front of
the carton and to lie approximately along
the upper edge 30 of the side of the carton,
is inserted to hold the articles against move-
ment in shipping. When the filler 28 is in-
40: serted the top may be closed down and the
free edge or envelope 24 of the top may be
inserted at 31 between the front of the car-
ton and the front face of the filler. The side
flaps 32 of the top may be folded down and
45; tucked inside the sides 33 of the carton.
The carton thus serves not only effectively td
display its contents but also as an efficient
shipping package.
Obviously the invention is not limited to
59 the details of the illustrative construction
since these may be variously modified.
Moreover it is not indispensable that all fea-
tures of the invention be used conjointly since
various features may advantageously be em-
55 ployed in different combinations and sub-
combinations. .
Having described the invention, the fol-
lowing claims are made:
1. As an article of manufacture, the com-
#9- bination comprising a display container, a
plurality of thin packages having different
contents arranged one in front of the other
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in said container and each carrying a legend
across its top margin indicating the character
of the contents, a support for holding said

packages at an angle to the bottom of the,

container, a series of small projections in
said container for engaging each of said
packages to prevent the same from sliding
down into said container, said projections
being spaced less than the thickness of the
packages and being substantially more nu-
merous than the layers of packages to permit
adjustment in the angle of repose of the pack-
ages to insure proper exposure of the legends
at the tops of the packages.

9. As an article of manufacture, the com-
bination comprising a display carton, a plu-
rality of columns of relatively flat packages
therein, the packages in each column being
arranged one in front of the other, an in-
clined support for holding said packages at
an angle to the horizontal so as to display
their front faces most favorably to the
vision of an observer, said support having
forwardly projecting dividers extending be-
tween the columns to maintain the arrange-
ment of the packages in the coluran, and a
series of projections in said carton engaging
the several packages to hold them independ-
ently against the tendency to slide down in
the carton. :

3. As an article of manufacture, the com-
bination comprising a display carton, a plu-
rality of thin packages 1n said carton ar-
ranged one in front of the other and each
extending to the bottom of the carton, a
support in said carton for holding said pack-
ages inclined to the bottom of the carton, a
removable filler shaped to fill the space be-
tween the foremost packages and the front
of the carton, the upper edges of the pack-
ages extending flush with the top of the car-
ton, and a hinged lid for said carton engag-
ing the upper edges of all the packages and
holding down said filler to prevent move-
ment of the packages in the carton during
shipment.

4. As an article of manufacture, the com-
bination comprising a display container, a
plurality of thin packages having different
contents arranged one in front of the other
and of a length to extend to the bottom of
the container, a support for holding said
packages at an angle to the bottom of the con-
tainer, and a corrugated sheet in the bottom
of said container presenting ribs rarallel
to the lower edges of said packages and en-
caging the same to hold said packages inde-
pendently from slipping down into said con-
tainer. :

In witness of the foregoing I affix my sig-
nature.

HEINZ G. LORENZEN.
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