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To all whom it may concern:

" Be'it known that I, SARAH ANNA WINTER,
of Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stockings or Nether
Garments; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art towhich it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention contemplates certain new
and useful improvements in stockings or
nether garments, :

The object of the invention is to providea
stocking or nether garment that will be self-
supporting—thatis, one which can besecured
in such manner to the body of the wearer
that garters or attachments to other garments
are entirely unnecessary. ThisTaccomplish
by providing a stocking with an upper ex-
tension of length sufficient to surround the
lower body portion of the wearer. Any suit-
able means may be employed for holding the
end or ends of such extensions of the stock-
ing, such securing means being preferably
located on theside of the body opposite from
the leg on which the stocking is worn. This
upper extension or elongation of the stock-
ing extends across the front and rear of the
lower body portion of the wearer, such ex-
tensions of a pair of stockings conjunctively
forming a space or opening between them.

" The invention will be hereinafter fully set
forth, and particularly pointed out in the
claims. '

In the acecompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows the general outline of a figure with my
improved stockings ornether garments there-
on. Fig. 2 shows the two members of a pair
removed. Fig. 3 is a side view of one of the
stockings with its upper portion distended.
Figs. 4 and 5 show slight modifications.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a

" pair of stockings or nether garments, each
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member « or o’ of which is formed in the or-
dinary way,like stockings in general use,up to
what normally constitutes its upper end—
that is, adjacent to the thigh of the wearer.
With this upper end of each stocking or mem-
ber is formed an elongation or extension b of
approximately triangular form, the frontedge
0" of which, however, being slightly curved
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inward, following a concaved line, while the
rear edge b?is slightly curved outward in con-
vex form. The front portion 02 of this elon-
gation or extension is designed to extend
over the abdomen of the wearer, while the
rear portion b*is passed across the lower por-
tion of.the wearer’s back or hips. The ex-
treme ends 0° of this elongation or extension
are connected together by any suitable fas-
tener, (indicated at C,) preferably at the side
of the body opposite to the leg on which the
stocking is fitted; but I do not confine my-
self to any special means for fastening or se-
curing this elongation or extension, nor to the
point of location thereof. It is obvious that
by widening the ends of thiselongation a se-
ries of fasteners may be employed, as shown
at D, Fig. 5. ' Then, again, the elongation
may be in the form of a band or sash, which,
after being made to encircle the waist or lower
body portion of the wearer, is fastened at d
to the inner portion of itself. (See Fig. 4.)

It will be observed that each stocking or
garment is provided with an upper elonga-
tion or extension which completely encircles
the waist or lower body portion of the wearer
and is ordinarily secured at the side of the
body opposite from the legon which the stock-
ing is worn. Thus it will be seen that the
stocking is self-supporting, requiring no gar-
ters or other independent means of attach-
ment. As before stated, any suitable fas-
tener for connecting or holding the ends of
the elongated portion may be employed, and
likewise it must be understood that such fas-
tening means may be adjustable so as to ac-
commodate the stocking to persons of dif-
ferent sizes and shapes. I do not mean to
confine myself to any special manner or means
of uniting and holding together the ends of
theelongation or extension nor to restrict my-
self to using such fasteners, since it is clearly
within the scope of my invention to entirely
dispense with all fasteners and make the up-
per elongation or extension in the form of one
continuous loop.

The advantages of my invention are ap-
parent. It will be observed that a stocking
or nether garment formed with an upper elon-
gation or extension designed to encircle the
lower body portion of the wearer is self-sus-
taining independent of all garters and other
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means of support. It will also be noted that
by making the elongation or extension as
shown in Fig. 3 the same forms a complete
covering for the abdomen and lower portion
of the body. Hence a nether garment thus
constructed can be worn in lieu of drawers
or other coverings for the legs.

While I have shown and deseribed my im-
provements as applied to a stocking, yet I do
not confine myself thereto for the obvious
reason last stated.

I elaim as my invention—

1. A stocking or sectional nether garment
having a thigh portion formed with a lateral
elongation of length sufficient to pass around
the waist of the wearer, and means for fas-
tening the same, said elongation being of
such width that a pair of said stockings will
form a substantially-closed garment, as set
forth.

2. A stocking or sectional nether garment
having a laterally-elongated thigh portion of
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length sufficient to pass around the waist of
the wearer, and means for fastening the same,
said elongated thigh portion being tapered so
that a pair of said stockings will form a sub-
stantially-closed garment, substantially asset
forth.

3. A stocking or sectional nether garment
having a thigh portion formed with two lat-
eral extensions of length sufficient to encom-
pass the waist of the wearer, and means for
fastening the ends of said extensions, which
latter are tapered so that a pair of said stock-
ings will form asubstantially-closed garment,
gsubstantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

SARAII ANNA WINTER.

Witnesses:
J. Nora McGriun,
W, S. HHoDGES.
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