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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Ezwix C. BENNETT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
London, in the county of Waupaca and State
of Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wagon-Racks; and
I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same. : ’

My invention relates broadly to improve-
ments In carriages and wagons and more
particularly to racks for the latter, the ob-
ject of the invention being to provide a com-
paratively simple and extremely low rack
which may be applied to the usual farm
wagon, thus facilitating loading thereof.

With this general object in. view, the in-
vention resides in certain novel features of
construction and in the unique combinations
of parts hereinafter fully described and
claimed. ‘

In describing the invention, I shall refer
to the accompanying drawings wherein like
reference characters designate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views and
wherein :—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a rack con-
structed in accordance with my invention,
showing the application thereof to use; Fig.
2 is a central longitudinal sectional view
thereof; Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the
parts shown in Fig. 1; Figs. 4 and 5 are
transverse sections taken on the lines 4—4
and 5—5 of Fig. 1 respectively.

In these drawings which constitute a part
of the application, a wagon running gear is
shown, such gear comprising the usual front
and rear wheel supported bolsters B and B’
having upright stakes S between which the
wagon bed or load supported on the bolsters
is commonly disposed.

The construction of the parts so far briefly
described constitutes no part of the present
invention, and is illustrated primarily for
the purpose of disclosing the application of
the invention proper, to use.

Resting removably on the front and rear
bolsters B and B’ respectively, but held
against shifting thereon by any preferred
stop means, are the front and rear bed
frames 1 and 1%, each of these frames being
here shown as comprising a pair of longitu-
dinally disposed sleepers 2 resting on the
bolsters, and a pair of transverse sleepers

3 disposed on and secured in any preferred
manner to the longitudinal sleepers.” De-
pending from the opposite ends of the front
transverse sleeper of the front frame and
from the rear transverse sleeper of the rear
frame, are the upright hanger members 4,
these members being shown in the present
embodiment of the invention as being
formed integrally with a pair of longitudi-
nally extending stringers 5 which are dis-
posed in planes beneath the frames 1 and 12,
such stringers being furthermore supported
by additional hanger members 4* which de-
pend from the opposite ends of the front
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transverse stringer of the rear frame and .

from the rear transverse stringer of the
front frame, the hanger members 4* being
shown in the form of stay bolts having pairs
of nuts on their opposite ends, the nuts on
the lower ends of said bolts being disposed
in contact with the upper and lower sides of
the stringers 5 through which said ends
pass. The upper ends of the stay bolts 4
pass not only through the .opposite ends of
the aforesaid stringers 5, but through front
and rear platforms 6 and 6* supported re-
spectively by the front and rear bed frames
1 and 12, and through metal straps 7 whicli
are disposed one at the rear edge of the
front platform, and one at the front edge of
the rear platform, the pairs of nuts on said
upper ends of the stay bolts being disposed

in contact with the upper sides of the straps.

7 and with the lower sides of the sleepers
through which they pass.

It is to be observed that the front and
rear frames 1 and 1% are of such height as to
dispose their upper sides in planes above
the wheels of the running gear, thereby
allowing the opposite edge portions of the
front and rear platforms 6 and 6* to pro-
ject laterally above said wheels as clearly
disclosed in the bottom and end views. In
order to support the projecting edges of the
platforms 6 and 6* the transverse sleepers
are extended to points beneath the extreme
edges thereof, thus positioning the hanger
members 4 and 4> and the stringers 5, out-
wardly from the several wheels, whereby
no obstruction is offered to steering of the
front wheels, and whereby any load upon
the rack is prevented from contacting with
the wheels which often become soiled by
contact with the earth. Furthermore, by
widening the platforms to such an extent as
that shown in the drawings, more load sup-

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

=

porting area is provided not only upon the
platforms in question, but on a central plat-
form 8 which is supported by the stringers
5, upright walls 9 being preferably contin-
ued from the front and rear ends of said
platform: 8 to the ad] acent ends of the plat-
forms 6 and 6=

The phtform 8 being supported upon the
stringers 5, is of course disposed in a plane

‘beneath that in which the platforms 6 and

6* are located, thereby greatly facilitating
loading of the rack and lowering such a

portlon of the load as to more readﬂy pre-

vent tilting of the rack when the wagon is
being used on grades and when sharp turns
are being made, the latter being readily
allowed since the bed frame 1 is of consider-
ably less width than the rear frame 1%,
whereby the front wheels are not limited in
their turning movement by contact with
said front frame.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, it will be evident that although very
s1mp1° means has been provided for carry-
ing out the object of the invention, the im-
proved construction will be efficient and
durable in operation and -will possess a
number of highly advantageous character-
istics.

In the drawings, certain specific details

of construction have been shown for ac-

complishing probably the best results, and
in the preceding, such details have been de-
scribed, but it will be evident that I need not
be restricted thereto otherwise than to the
extent to which the appended claim
limits me.

I claim:

A wagon body comprising front and rear
horizontal bed frames adapted to rest on the
front and rear bolsters of a wagon gear,
each of said frames being of a height to

1,185,867

dispose its upper side in a plane above the
standards at the ends of the bolsters, and
the wheels, and each comprising a pair of
parallel longitudinal sleepers and a plu-
rality of transverse sleepers overlying said
longitudinal sleepers, secured thereto, anda
projecting laterally therefrom, front and
rear platforms overlying and secured to the
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transverse sleepers, a pair of longitudinally

disposed angle iron stringers disposed in a

plane below the bed frames and having their -

front and rear ends bent upwardly into !

diverging relation and secured respectively
to the ends of the front transverse sleeper
of the front frame and to the ends of the
rear transverse sleeper of the rear frame, a
pair of upright bolts depending from Lhe
ends of the rearmost transverse sleeper of
the front frame, an additional pair of up-
right bolts depending from the ends of the
front transverse sleeper of the rear frame,
the lower ends of all of said bolts being
passed through the stringers, while the up-
per ends thereof are passed through their
respective sleepers and the platforms over-

lying the same, transverse metal straps over-

lying respectlvely the rear end of the front
platform and the front end of the rear plat-
form and having openings through which
the upper ends of the bolts also project, up-
per and lower pairs of nuts on the bolts con-
tacting with the upper and lower sides of the
parts thlou@h which said ends pass, and a
central phtform supported on the string-
ers and interposed between the other plaﬁ-
forms.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses.
ELWIN C. BENNETT.
Witnesses:
H. F. HrrrMaxy,
A, H. HerrMANN,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents.
‘Wﬂshipgton, D.C.”
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