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(57) Abstract

An optical recording medium comprises a substrate (1) on a transparent disk where projections and recesses representing information
signals are formed, a reflecting thin film (2) formed on the substrate (1), and a protective film (3) formed on the reflecting thin film (2) over
the whole surface of the disk by coating. The inner and outer edges of the medium are smoothed, and light absorbing layers (5, 6) are formed
by coating on the smoothed surfaces. Hence laser light or extraneous light incident on the light absorbing layers is absorbed, and further light
irregularly reflected inside the optical disk is effectively absorbed, resulting in enhancing the S/N ratio of the reproduced signal.
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