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To all, whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, NELSON NEWMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Spring 
field, in the county of Sangamon and State of 

5 Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Post-Hole Diggers; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such as 
Will enable others skilled in the art to which it 

to appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

post-hole diggers; and it consists in the pecu 
liar construction and combination of devices, 
that will be more fully set forth hereinafter, 

EE and particularly pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

an elevation of a post-hole digger embodying 
my improvements. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tional view of the same. 

20 A represents a cylindrical case, which is 
made of steel or other suitable material, and 
which is hollow, has its upper end closed, and 
has its lowerend open. 
To the center of the top of the case is screwed 

25 a hollow tube, B, of suitable length, which ex 
tends upward from the case, and to the upper 
end of the said tube is secured an arm or le. 
ver, C. - 
D represents a follower, which fits in the 

3O bore of the cylindrical case. From the upper 
side of this follower projects a rod, E, which 
extends upward through the tube and has a 
ball or head, F, at its upper end to strike upon 
the upper side of the arm or lever, and there 

35 by limit the descent of the follower in the cyl 
indrical case. 
The lower edge of the case A is provided 

with inclined inverted-V-shaped notches G, 
thereby forming large depending cutting-teeth 

4o H between the said notches. The lower edges 
of the said teeth H are provided with saw 
teeth I, which are much smaller than the teeth 
H and extend in the opposite direction from 
the said teeth. 

45 The operation of my invention is as follows: 
In order to dig a post-hole, the device is placed 
in a vertical position on the ground, and the 
operator presses down upon the same and 
turns it in the direction indicated by the ar. 

SC row in Fig. 1 by grasping the handles formed 

at the ends of the lever or arm. This circular 
motion of the device causes the large teeth H 
to cut into the ground, and thereby form a core 
of earth in the interior of the cylindrical case 
as the latter descends. The core of earth 55 
forces the follower upward in the case while 
the boring is in progress. When the case is 
entirely full of earth, the device is raised, 
thereby withdrawing the core of earth from 
the hole, and the said core is then ejected from (o 
the case by forcing the follower downward 
therein by means of the rod E, as will be read 
ily understood. 
In the event that a root is encountered while 

boring, the operator reverses the rotation of 65. 
the device and causes the same to turn in the 
direction opposite that indicated by the arrow 
in Fig. 1. This reverse rotation of the device 
causes the small saw-teeth Ito cut through the 
root. 7o 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
1. A post-hole digger having the case A, 

provided at its lower edge with the large cut 
ing-teeth H, and the small saw-teeth I, formed 75 
in the lower edges of the teeth Hand inclined 
in an opposite direction to said teeth H, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. In a post-hole digger, the case A, having 
the handle or lever whereby it may be rotated, 30 
the said case being cylindrical and provided 
at its lower edge with the large cutting-teeth 
H, and the small saw-teeth I, inclined in an 
opposite direction to said teeth H, substan 
tially as described. 85 

3. The combination, in a post-hole digger, 
of the case A, having the teeth at its lower 
edge, and the hollow tube extending from its 
top and provided with the lever or means 
whereby the case may be rotated, and the fol- 90 
lower fitting in the case and having the rod 
extending upward through the hollow tube, 
substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
NELSON NEWMAN. 

Witnesses: 
GEO. A. SANDERS, 
WM. R. BOWERS. 


