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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoszpE ANTHONY
ScHLEHR, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Rockford, in the county of Winne-
bago and State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Wash-
boards; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enablé others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to malke
and use the same. '

This invention relates to improvements in
wash-boards. -

The object of the invention is to provide
a wash-board with an improved rubbing sur-
face which will easily and quickly cleanse
the articles rubbed thereon without injuring
the hands of the user or wearing or tearing
the articles. : '

Another object is to provide simple and
efficient means for removably securing the
rubbing surface of the board in operative
position to provide for its removal when
desired. . T ,

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts as will be more fully de-
seribed and claimed. v

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
represents a front elevation of a wash-board
constructed in' accordance with this inven-
tion with parts broken out; Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal central section thereof; Tig. 3 is an
enlarged detail longitudinal sectional view;
and Fig. 4 is a similar view showing a
slightly different form of the invention.

Tn the embodiment illustrated, the wash-
board frame is shown composed of side mem-
bers 1 and 2 having longitudinally extend-
ing grooves 8 on their inner edges or faces
for a purpose to be described.

Longitudinally spaced cross bars 4 and 5.

are shown connecting the upper ends of the
side members 1 and 2, the inner cross bar 5
béing here shown composed of two members
but 1t is obvious that a single member may

be employed, if desired. - A panel or parti-

tion 6 is arranged between the cross bars 4
and 5 midway the width thereof to form a
soap box or tray on both sides of the board.

The rubbing surface of this board is shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3 composed of a ribbed
rubbing face constructed of a plurality of
longitudinally spaced cross bars or strips 7

of any suitable or desired configuration in
cross section, said strips being here shown as
substantially semi-circular in cross section
with the rounded faces thereof arranged to
constitute the rubbing surface. These strips
7 may be disposed any suitable or desired
distance apart and have their opposite ends
arranged in the grooves 3 of the side mem-
bers 1 and 2 and are shown secured therein
by fastening elements 8. '
Disposed over the rounds or bars 7 is a
strip of canvas 9 or other suitable material
of a width corresponding to the width be-
tween the inside edges of the side members
1 and 2. This strip 9 is shown secured- at
its ends to the lower cross bar or round 7’
and extends up over thé upper round and
down on both sides of the board as is shown
clearly in Fig. 2. The lower round 7° is
here shown provided on its lower face with
a longitudinally extending groove 10 which
is designed to receive a tongue 11 carried
by a clamping bar or fastening strip 12
which has 1ts ends also disposed within the
grooves 3 of the side members 1 and 2.
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Betwesn the walls of the groove 10 and the

tongue 11 is clamped the overlapped ends
of the canvas rubbing strip 9 as is clearly
shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 8, said strip or bar
12 being here shown secured to the lower
round 7’ by a screw 13, which passes trans-
versely -through strip 12, tongue 11, over-
lapped ends of strip 9, and engages the body
of the round 7" whereby said strip 9 is de-
tachably secured to said round 7, it being
obvious that any desired number of these
serews may be employed. This canvas strip
9 may be either. stretched taut over the
rounds 7 or loosely mounted thereon as may
be desired.- The rounds 7 are spaced apart
and provide the usual rough surface re-
quired in wash-boards and the covering of
these rounds with the canvas apron or strip
9 produces a surface on which the clothes
may be rubbed without injury either to the
hands of the operator or to the clothes. As
the clothes to be washed are rubbed down
upon the apron 9, said apron will be pressed
between the rounds 7 and form a surface
very much like the common ribbed surface

‘of the ordinary wash-board, with this im-

portant difference and advantage, that the
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rubbing surface is canvas or some other tex- -

tile fabric which will not wear the clothes
or blister the most deli.cate hands in the op-
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eration of washing. Tt is well known that
clothes are much more easily cleansed by

rubbing one surface of ome piece of cloth -

against another than by rubbing them
against a hard impervious surface of wood
or metal.

By forming the flexible rubbmo strip 9
as ‘described Wlth the two ends secured in a
groove of the lower round or rib 7’ and with
part disposed on one side of the board and
part on the other, thus incasing the ribs, the
strip may be re adlly reversed to present a
new rubbing surface when necessary, by re-
moving and applying one clamping mem-
ber only It has been found necessary to se-
cure the apron or rubbing element 9 to the
board at one point-at least to prevent it
from turning on the ribs or bars 7, which is
ob]ecuonable for the reason that the fabric
must be frictionally passed over the rub-
bing surtface to cleanse the fabric and if the
apron was not so attached, it would turn
with the movemeunt of the fabric and thus
not accomphsh the object sought. . -

In Fig. 4, a solid couugated or ribbed
rubbing “surface is provided by forming
semi-circular ribs 7* on one face of a solid
board or plate 14. The canvas apron or

‘strip 9* extends over the ribbed or corru-

gated face of this plate 14 and is secured at
1ts opposite ends to the rear face of said
plate by inserting the ends thereof in trans-
versely extendin grooves 15 formed near
the upper and lower ends of the plates and
in which are inserted clamping bars or
strips 16 which are held in operative posi-
tion by any suitable fastening means.

The plate 14 ig held in operatlve position
in the grooves 3 of the 31de members 1 and 2
by 1nsert1no the side edges thereof in said
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grooves and then placing clamping bars 17
in the lower ends of said grooves which are
held in operative position by fastening
screws or other suitable means. Similar
fastening blocks are employed in the other
figures for securing the lower bar 12 in op-
erative position. '

T claim as my invention:

A wash board comprising connected side
bars - having longitudinally extending
grooves on their opposed inner faces, a plu—
1‘1Lty of longitudinally - spaced l‘lgld rub-
bing elements having their ends disposed in

said grooves and fixed to said side bars, one
of said elements having a groove extendmg
longitudinally thereof, a flexible apron ex-
tending around- and incasing said elements
and having the ends thereof overlapped and
disposed in said groove, a clamping bar hav-
ing a laterally prOJechO tongue extending
laterally thercfrom and Qdapted to be in-
serted in said groove for clamping said over-
lapped ends theleln, the ends of said bar
being inserted in the grooves of said side
bars, fastening means extending frans-
versely throuOh said clamping bar tongue,

vund apron into said grooved eYement for de.

tachably holding the apron in adjusted po-
sition, and blocks de taclnbly mounted in
the grooves of said side bars below said
chmm‘w bar and hamnff their ends engag-
ing said clampmg bar to assist in holding 1t
in engagement with said grooved element.
In testlmony whereof T have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.
JOSEPH ANTHONY SCHLEHR
Witnesses:
Cmas. A, HiLLNEgR,
C. ArrHUR NORDVALL.

-Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressmg the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, ¢.”
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