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This intemalional search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

g

s [ |

Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claims Nos.: 11-20

because they relate 1o pars of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements 1o such

an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:
see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/218

Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and ars not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule €.4(a).

Box No.

Il Cbservations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This Intemational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemational application, as follows:

2 [ ]

]

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims;; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by ihe applicant's protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.
The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ASA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005}
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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 11-20

1 The present application contains 20 claims of which 3 are
independent. It contains 3 independent claims concerning a medical
assembly. There is no clear distinction between the independent claims
within one group because of overlapping scope. There are so many claims,
and they are drafted and ordered in such a way that the c¢laims as a whole
are not in compliance with the provisions of clarity and conciseness of
Article & PCT, as it is particularly burdenscme for a skilled perscn to
establish the subject-matter for which protection is scught.

2

There is a multitude of equally likely permutations of features providing
as many fall-back positicons, making it impossible to foresee to which
subject-matter f£rom the claims and the description are most likely to
provide the basis for prosecution of the application.

3 Some of
the most serious clarity issues are detailed further below:

3.1
Althcugh entity claims 1, 11 and 16 have been drafted as separate
independent claims, they appear to relate effectively to the same
subject-matter and to differ from each other only with regard to the
definition of the subject-matter for which protection i1s sought and/or in
regpect of the terminclogy used for the features of that subject-matter.
The afcrementicned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not
meet the requirements of Article & PCT.

3.2 The claims and

description are formulated to provide a multitude of permutations of
features, providing as many adgually likely fall-back pesitions, making it
impossible to foresee to which subject-matter from the description and
the claims are most likely to provlde a basis for prosecutlon of the
application.

a The applicant has been informally invited to

provide a clarification of the subject-matter which should be searched.
Tha 1nvention defined in the davlica claim and the lnvention defined in
the method claim should meet the requirement of unity of invention under
Rule 13 PCT.

5 Due to failure to provide a clarification, the

search is limited to the subject-matter of claims 1-10 which represent
the broadest claims, for the reasons mentioned above.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventiong in respect of which no internatlonal search report has bean
established need not be the subject cof an international preliminary
axamination (Rule &6.1(e) PCT). Tha applicant 1s adwvised that the EPO
policy when acting as an Internaticnal Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a praliminary axamination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amendad following racaipt of tha search report or durlng any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPC, the applicant is raminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-IV, 7.2),
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should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) PCT daeclaration be
overcome.
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