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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES. W. YOUNG, OF LOUIS WILLE, KENTUCKY, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALE TO EDGAR 

H. JAIVIES, OF LOUIS WILLE, KENTUCKY. 

LOCKING-EASTENER FOR, TIE-CORDS. 

1,176,510. Specification of Letters Patent. Pateated Mar. 21, 1916. 
Application filed February 10, 1915. Serial No. 7,437. 

To all whom it may concern - 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs W. YoUNG, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and 
State of Kentucky, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Locking 
Fasteners for Tie-Cords, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
... It is common practice in the United States 
mail service to transport mail matter in 
canvassacks tied or closed at the top by a 
cord threaded through eyelets in the Sack, 
and held by means of a fastener which, while 
effective as a fastener, may be readily oper 
ated by anyone to unfasten the cord and 
thus afford access to the contents of the 
sacks. As a consequence, much loss of mail 
matter, particularly since the advent of the 
parcels post system, has arisen through 
theft by persons gaining access to the mail 
sacks in the way above mentioned. To 
avoid this, the practice has been to use a 
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strap around the bag below the part where 
the tie-cord is usually applied and to lock 
the strap. This practice, however, is unsat 
isfactory for several reasons. It is expen 
sive in that the purchase of new parts and 
the “scrapping or discarding of fasteners 
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already in use is necessary. It also results 
in a considerable diminution in the capacity 
of a mail sack, which is also an important 
consideration. 
The primary object of my invention is to 

render the fastener already in use safe 
against persons not authorized to enter mail 
sacks to which the same are applied. By 
such a device any of the ordinary mail sacks 
may be readily converted into locked 
pouches or sacks, and by SO converting said 
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pouch other than those for use at catch sta-. 
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ordinary mail sacks, it would be unneces 
sary to continue the use of any form of 
tions. Moreover, the additional cost in em 
ploying my device is very small. A mail 
sack with my improved device may also be 
locked in a very much shorter time than is 
now required to lock the soft head pouch, 
the most rapidly locked pouch now in use. 
In order to more fully describe my inven 

tion, reference will be had to the accom 
panying drawings which show one specific 
embodiment thereof, and wherein, 

Figure 1, is a fragmentary front eleva 
tion of a mail sack with my invention ap 
plied thereto; Fig. 2, a central vertical sec 

tion of my improved fastener shown full 
size; Fig. 8, a top plan view, partly in sec 
tion, of the fastener shown in Fig. 2: Fig. 
4, a top plan view of the fastener with the 
locking cap removed, and showing the man 
ner of looping the cord; Fig. 5, a top plan 
view of the fastener with the cap closed; 
Fig. 6, a side elevation of my improved 
fastener, and Fig. 7, a cross-section on line 
3’-3’, Fig. 3. 
The tie-cord fastener, referred to above, 

as in general use in the U. S. Railway Mail 
Service comprises, among other parts, a 
base plate 1, to the upper face of which is 
made fast a guide casing 2 open at both 
ends and through which the two ends of the 
cord 3 are threaded. Within this casing 
are pivoted two clamping dogs 4 and 5, pro 
vided respectively with toes 6 and 7, and 
heads 8 and 9, each of said heads having 
an Opening through which the cord is 
threaded. The toes of the clamping dogs 
are adapted to bite into the lower side of 
the cord and force the same against the top 
of casing 2. It will be seen that a pull on 
the tie-cord ends of the cord in Fig. 2, for 
example, will force the heads of the clamp 
ing dogs down and the toes up, thereby 
causing the dogs, in coöperation with the 
top of casing 2, to clamp or fasten the cords. 
Such fastener, however, may be readilv re 
leased by lifting the heads of the clamping dogs. 

In carrying out my invention, I hinge or 
pivotally attach to the outside of guide cas 
ing 2, as at 10 and 11, near one end thereof, 
a metal cap or casing 12 open at its end ad 
jacent said hinged connection so as to permit 
passage of the cord therethrough into the 
casing 2. This cap is closed at its forward 
end, top and sides, and at said forward end 
is provided with an extension 13 to form a 
hasp, and for which purpose it is provided 
with a slot 14 adapted to receive a staple 15, 
riveted to an extension 16, of plate 1. Ex 
tension 16 may be soldered, brazed or other 
wise made fast to plate 1. or in case this ex 
tension is formed on the base plate in the 
first instance, it would naturally be made 
integral therewith. 
There is formed in one side of the cap 12 

an open end slot or opening 17 through 
which the cord passes out from said cap, as 
hereinafter described. 
In employing my invention, the cord is 
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threaded through the guide casing 2 of the 
fastener in the usual way, but instead of hav 
ing the ends of the cords hang free from the 
end of the fastener, as is now the practice, 
the cord is looped around the casing 2, as 
shown most clearly in Fig. 4, and is then 
looped around the dog heads 8 and 9 and 
caused to extend at right angles across the 
casing 2. The cap 10 is then closed down 
upon the base plate with the ends of the cord 
extending out through the side opening 17 of 
said casing. The cap may then be locked 
by applying the usual mail padlock 18 to the 
staple 15. 

In order to prevent the insertion of a 
screw driver or other implement in the open 
ing 17, for the purpose of slipping the cord 
through the fastener after the cap is locked, 
I provide a guard plate 19 made fast to the 
base plate 1, and which when the cap is 
closed down upon the base plate, closes all 
of the opening 17 except the portion thereof 
through which the cord passes, the said 
guard plate being just inside one side of the 
cap when the latter is closed. It is therefore 
impossible for anyone to get at the cord or 
parts inside of the cap, when locked, in such 
a way as to render the locking ineffective. 
The cord thus looped around the fastening 
means within the cap, and brought through 
the opening at the side thereof, is positively 
held locked and may not be slipped in any 
direction through the fastener while the cap 
is closed. 
Having thus described one specific em 

bodiment of mv invention, it should be un 
derstood that the same is susceptible to 
changes and modifications within the scope 
of my claims. 
What I claim is:- 
1. In a device of the class described, the 

combination with a base plate having there 
on cord holding means, of a cap adapted to 

inclose said holding means and the cord se 
cured thereby and having an opening 
through its side for the passage of the ends 
of the cord. - 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a base plate having there 
on cord holding means, of a cap adapted to 
inclose said holding means and the cord se 
cured thereby and having an open end slot in 
its side for the passage of the ends of the 
cord, a guard plate fastened to said base 
plate and adapted to cover a portion of Said 
slot when said cap is closed down over the 
looped cord and holding means, and means 
for locking said cap to said base plate when 
closed down thereupon to inclose said looped 
cord and holding means. ... ." 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a base plate having there 
on cord fastening means, of a hinged cap 
adapted to inclose said fastening means and 
the cord secured thereby, said cap open at 
one end and having an opening in one side 
for the passage of the ends of the cord, a 
hasp formed on said cap, and a staple on 
said base plate. 

4. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a tie-cord fastening hav 
ing a base plate, of a guide casing thereon 
for the passage of the cord, means to clamp 
said cord within said casing, a cap hinged 
to said casing, open at one end and having 
an open end slot in one of its sides for the 
passage of the cord, and adapted to inclose 
said casing and the cord looped therearound, 
and means to lock said cap and base plate 
together. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES. W. YOUNG. 
Witnesses: - 

E. G. MARSHALL, 
FRANCIS S. MAGUIRE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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