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(57) Abstract: An absorbent article is desired that is casily placed properly in the groin of a wearer. This absorbent article
(10) has: a front-back direction (L) and a width direction (W) that are orthogonal to each other; a crotch area (S3) that
includes a middle portion in the front-back direction, a front-side area (S1) that is situated forward of the crotch area, and
a rear-side area (S2) that is situated rearward of the crotch area; and an absorbent core (50) that is disposed at least in the
crotch area and the front-side area. The absorbent core is provided with: a pair of side slits (52) that extend in the front-back
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direction in the crotch area (S3); and a deformation inducing part (54) that extends outward in the width direction toward
a front side in the front-side area. The deformation inducing part has a width narrower than that of the side slits.
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2. I:' Claims Nos.:
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extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. II1 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)
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3. I:' As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:' The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:' The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
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(Continuation of Box No. III)
(Invention 1) Claims 1-11
Document 1 (paragraphs [0050]1-[0056], [0061]1-10069], I[0100]1-[0101]1, and
fig. 1C, 2, 7, and 8) discloses "an absorbent article having: an

anteroposterior direction and a widthwise direction orthogonal to each other;
a crotch area including the center in the anteroposterior direction, a front
side area located closer to the front side than the crotch area, and a rear
side area located closer to the rear side than the crotch area; and an
absorbent core disposed at least in the crotch area and in the front side
area, wherein the absorbent core is provided with a pair of side slits
extending 1in the crotch area in the anteroposterior direction, and a
deformation guide part extending outward in the widthwise direction toward
the front side in the front side area, the width of the deformation guide
part is shorter than the width of the side slits, the deformation guide part
is formed of a slit formed in the absorbent core, the absorbent article has a
surface sheet located in the absorbent core on the skin-facing side, and a
leakproof gather located in the surface sheet on the skin-facing side and
capable of standing upright, the leakproof gather has a contraction part that
stands upright by the contraction of a leakproof elastic member, and a base
part that serves as a base point for the standing-up of the contraction part,
the absorbent core has a first region provided between the side slits, and
second regions located between the side slits and the outer side edges of the
absorbent core, and the contraction part overlaps the second regions in the
thickness direction”. Claims 1-3 lack novelty in light of document 1, and
thus do not have a special technical feature. however, claim 4 depending from
claim 1 has the special technical feature of "an absorbent article having: an
anteroposterior direction and a widthwise direction orthogonal to each other;
a crotch area including the center in the anteroposterior direction, a front
side area located closer to the front side than the crotch area, and a rear
side area located closer to the rear side than the crotch area; and an
absorbent core disposed at least in the crotch area and in the front side
area, wherein the absorbent core is provided with a pair of side slits
extending 1in the crotch area in the anteroposterior direction, and a
deformation guide part extending outward in the widthwise direction toward
the front side in the front side area, the width of the deformation guide
part is shorter than the width of the side slits, and a central slit is
formed located between the side slits 1in the widthwise direction and
extending in the anteroposterior direction". Claims 5-11 depending from claim
4 have the same special technical feature as claim 4. Accordingly claims 1-11
are classified as invention 1.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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(Continuation of Box No. III)

(Invention 2) Claims 12-19

Claim 12 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding special
technical features between this claim and claim 4 classified as invention 1.

Claims 12-19 have the common technical feature between these claims and
claim 4 classified as invention 1 of "an absorbent article having: an
anteroposterior direction and a widthwise direction orthogonal to each other;
a crotch area including the center in the anteroposterior direction, a front
side area located closer to the front side than the crotch area, and a rear
side area located closer to the rear side than the crotch area; and an
absorbent core disposed at least in the crotch area and in the front side
area". However, this technical feature, which does not make a contribution
over the prior art in light of the disclosure of document 1 (in particular,
paragraphs [0050]-170056]1, [0061]1-[0069], and [0100]-101011, and fig. 1C, 2,
7, and 8), cannot be considered a special technical feature. Apart from this
feature, there are not the same or corresponding special technical features
between claims 12-19 and claim 1.

Furthermore, claims 12-19 do not depend from claim 1. In addition,
claims 12-19 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related
to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Accordingly claims 12-19 cannot be identified as invention 1.

Meanwhile, claims 12-19 have the special technical feature wherein "the
absorbent core is provided with a pair of front mark parts that extend
outward in the widthwise direction toward the front side in the front side
area, and are used for alignment with the groin of a wearer, and the front
mark parts are visible from both the skin-facing side and non-skin-facing
side of the absorbent article™; thus these claims are classified as invention
2.
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