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This invention relates to an article of foot wear such
as a shoe, and more particularly to an attachment or
accessory for such a shoe.

The object of the invention is to’ ‘provide an attach-
ment for an article of foot wear such .as a shoe wherein
the attachment of the présent’ invention will facilitate the
placement of the foot into the shoe as for example when
the shoe is being placed on the foot.

Another object’ of the invention is to provxde a shoe
attachment which incudes a member that is adapted to
have a portion thereof afranged within a shoe and
wherein the member includes a portlon which is adapted
to be engaged by the heel of a person’s foot and wherein
the heel engaging portion has a construction or shape so
that the heel will be properly engaged or gulded into
the shoe,

A further object of the invention is to provxde a shoe
attachment which is extremely smple and mexpensxve
to manufacture.

Other objects and advantages’ will be apparent in the
course of the following description.

In the accompa.nymg drawings, forming a part of this
application, and in which like numerals are used to desig-
nate like parts. throughout the same.

FIGURE 1'is a vertical sectional 'view taken through
a'shoe with the attachment of the present invention there-
in, and showmg the foot being inserted into the shoe.

FIGURE 2 is a view similar to- FIGURE 1 but show-
mg the foot inside of the-shoe.

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the attachment
per se,

FIGURE 4 is a petspectlve view of a' modified attach-
ment for a shoe.

~ FIGURE.S is a fragmentary sectlonal view 1llustratmg
certain constructional details of the present invention.

Referring in detail to the drawings, and more particu-
larly to FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings, the nu-
meral 10 indicates a portion of a conventional article of
foot wear such as a shoe which includes the usual body
portion or upper 11 as well as a sole 12, a heel portion
13 and a rearwardly disposed counter 14.

_According to the present invention there is provided
an attachment or accessory which is indicated generally
by the numeral 15, and the attachment 15 is adapted to
be used for facilitating the placement of the foot such
as the foot 16 into the shoe such as the shoe 10. The
attachment 15 comprises a first portion 17 which is ar-
ranged contiguous to the upper surface of the sole 12,
and the first portion 17 may be secured to the sole 12 in
any suitable manner, as for example by means of a suit-
able glue, adhesive or the like. The first portion 17 in-
cludes a front rounded end 18 as well as curved or
rounded side portions 19, FIGURE 3.

The attachment 15 further includes a second portion
20 which is arranged rearwardly of the first portion 17,
and the second portion 20 is of generally rectangular
shape and has a uniform width throughout its length,
and the portions 17 and 20 are joined or connected as
for example by means of a fold or crease line 21.

The numeral 22 indicates a third portion which is
arranged contiguous to the rear of the second portion
20, and the third portion 22 is connected to the second
portion 20 by means of a fold or crease line 23, and
there is provided cutouts or V-shaped recesses 24 adjacent
the ends of the crease line 23. A back member 25 is
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arranged contiguous to.the rear lower surface of the
third portion 22, and the back member 25 is secured
to the third portion 22 in any suitable manner, as for
example by means of adhesive, the back member 25
being provided with a lower tapered edge 26 which func-
tions as a guiding surface so as to insure that the parts,
will not accidentally hang or catch as for example on
the top of the counter 14. As shown in FIGURE 1, the'
portion 17 is secured to the sole 12, but the portions 20
and 22 are free of attachment to the sole or other parts
of the shoe so that the attachment can functlon m thef
desired manner. '

Referring to FIGURE 4 of the drawmgs, there is 1llus-,
trated a modified shoe attachment which is indicated
generally by the numeral 15°, and the attachment 15’
includes portions 20 and 22, and a back portion or back
member 15 is secured behind the portion 22. It is to’
be noted that the portion 22 has a generally concave or
arcuate configuration so as to conform snugly to the’
heel of the foot 16.

From the foregoing, it is apparent that there has been
provided an attachment which is especially suitable for
use with a shoe or other article of foot wear and where-
in the attachment for the present invention will facilitate
the placement of the foot into the shoe so that'in effect
the attachment or device will funcion as a’shoe horn:
With the parts arranged as shown in the -drawings, and'
in particular as shown in FIGURES 1,2 and 3 if will
be seen that the front or first portion 17 has i shaps ‘of!
configuration which conforms to the adjaceiit portion of:
the sole 12, and the portion 17 is adapted; to be secured
to the sole 12 as for example by means of an adhesive or
the like. The remaining portion of the attachment 15 is
free of any adhesive so that the remaining’ pomon of the’
attachment 15 is unattached to the sole or other part
of the shoe. When a foot such as the foot 16 is being’
inserted in the shoe 10, and with the device 15 positioned-

as shown in FIGURE 1 for example, it will be seeni that
the back member 25 will extend upwardly along with the
rear or third portion 22 'so that by placing the foot 16
down on top of the member 15 the foot will be readily
guided into the shoe so that the parts can miove from
the position shown in FIGURE 1 to the position shown
in FIGURE 2, and wherein it will not be necessary to use
a shoe horn for placing the foot into the shoe.

The lower edge of the back member 25 is tapered as
indicated by the numeral 26 so as to provide a guiding
surface which helps insure that the parts will not hang
or caich on the upper end of the counter 14 and the
position of the fold or crease lines 21 and 23 serve to
insure that the portions can bend or fold in order to
conform to the configuration of the shoe or foot as de-
sired. The V-shaped recesses 24 adjacent the ends of the
fold line 23 serve to insure that the portion 22 can
readily pivot or flex with respect to the portion 20 and
this construction serves to insure that the back as well as
the lower portion of the heel of the foot will be properly
engaged. In addition, the portion 22 as well as the
portion or member 25 has a generally concave or arcu-
ate shape so that it will snugly conform to the configu-
ration of the heel of the foot.

In the modification of FIGURE 4, the portion 17 is
omitted and the front end of the portion 20 may be suit-
ably affixed as for example by means of an adhesive to
the upper portion of the sole of the shoe and the por-
tion 22 as well as the member 25 will function in the
same manner as described in connection with the attach-
ment of FIGURES 1, 2 and 3.

The parts can be made of any suitable material and
in different shapes or sizes.

The portions 20 and 22 are of generally the same width,
and the portion 22 is reinforced with the member 25
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which:may-be made of a suitable material such as: plastic
s0 as to insure that there will be a smoother sliding action,
Not only does the attachment of the present invention act
as a shoe horn but it also forms a complete protecting
and comfortable pocket for the heel of the.foot. All of
the portion 20 is close to the heel of the foot, and down--
ward,movement automatically places all of the wear on
the attachment. The.attachment of the present -inven-
tion assumes the shape of the heel of the foot and adds to
support of the.same and extra space is left.in the heel of
the shoe. The cup-like shape or concave. shape of the
portion. 22 conforms to the configuration of the heel of
the foot 16.and this configuration adds to the heel com-
fort. The tapered edge 26 insures that there will be no.
edges. to attach.on the counter and also serves. to insure
that there will be no bulge on the bottom. .
The present invention is thus an addition. to. a.shoe
which acts as a shoe horn so as to facilitate the sliding of:
the, foot into the shoe and it would help save the counters
and backs of shoes from becoming broken. and wherein.
there will be less wear on socks. and.wherein the attach-
ment. will. provide a comfortable individual mold to the
shape. of the person’s foot. The notches or recesses 24
permit the portion 22 to bend or flex with respect to the
portion-20. The line 21 also functions as-a pivot line
and wherein the portion 20 can pivot.or flex with respect
to.the portions. 17. The portions 22 and.20.are free to.
flex, with respect to the portion 17 which is secured to
the sole, and when the modification of FIGURE 4 is being

used,the. front.end of the portion 20 may- be. secured to-

the.sole.. With the parts. arranged as shown in. FIGURE
1; it will be.seen that the heel will be held firmly and

properly -so that. when sliding the. foot-into position the:
device-acts as.a shoe horn. With. the foot in the shoe as-
shown.in FIGURE 2, the device acts-as a-lining for the.

bottom of the foot and the back of the heel. When being

worn as-shown in FIGURE 2, it shows the. attachment:

molding itself to the individual shape of the person’s foot.

In FIGURE 4:the portion 17 is omitted .and the. front:
end .of the portion 2¢ is firmly anchored deep in the shank-

of the shoe so as:to give the same desired .effect..

Minor. changes in shape, size and rearrangement .. of.
details:coming within the field- of invention claimed may.

be. resorted to.in actual practice, if desired.
What is-claimed is:
1. In-an-article -of footwear of the type including:an

[,
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upper, a-sole, a heel-portion-and-a counter, the improve-
ment consisting in providing an attachment for such foot-
wear, said atfachment consisting solely of a first portion
arranged contiguous to the sole of the footwear and
secured thereto, said first portion having a front rounded
end and arcuate side edges, a.second portion arranged
rearwardly of said first portion:and joined thereto by a
fold: line, said- second- portion béing, of uniform width
throughout its entire length, said second. portion being
free of attachment to. the. sole’ of "the . footwear, and a
third portion arranged contiguous to the rear of the
second portion and joined thereto.by a crease. line, said

second and third portions being of the same width, there

. being V-shaped recesses adjacent-the outer ends of the

crease line, said third portion having a concave formation,
anda:plastic back member arranged contiguous to- the
rear surface of said third portion. angl'securqd.ther_eto,
said back member.including a lower tapered edge portion.

2. In a shoe attachment, a first portion having a front
rounded end and arcuate side’ edges, a second portion
arranged rearwardly of said first portion. and joined
thereto by a.fold line, said second. portion being of uni-
form width throughout its entire length, . a.third portion
arranged contiguous to the rear of- the second portion and.
joined thereto by. a.crease. line, there being.V-shaped- re-
cesses: adjacent. the outer ends, of the.crease. ling,. said
second and third portions being of the same width, said
third portion having a concave formation, and:a-back
member, arranged contiguous.to the rear- surface of:said.
third portion and secured thereto, said back member-hav-
ing.a-lower.tapered:edge portion.
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