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To all whom, it moy concern:

Be it known that I, Cmarues C. Stece-
MEYER, 2 citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Kansas City, in the county of Jack-

5 son, State of Missouri, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Win-
dow-Shade Attachments, of which the fol-
lowing is a complete specification.

The present invention relates to devices

10 for window shades, and aims to provide an
improved form of attachment for the lower
ends of such shades which are commonly
provided with filler pieces or sticks for re-
inforcing the lower edge of the shade and

15 preventing it from curling or buckling.

One of the objects of the invention is to
device an improved adjustable attachment
by the use of which no sewing will be re-
quired for enabling the filler piece to be

20 mounted and secured to the shade, a suit-
able clamping device being provided for at-
taching the end of the shade to the filler and
without requiring any exact trimming of
the edge of the shade.

25 A further object is to provide such an at-
tachment as will reinforce the filler for the
end of the shade and keep it from warping.

Another object is to provide a device
which will serve to protect the lower mar-

30 gin of the shade not only from undue soil-
ing and from being marred or damaged by
handling, but also from the absorbing of
moisture from the window sill and sash
which always proves injurious to the fab-

85 ric of the shade. '

A still further object in view is to pro-
vide an attachment which will improve the
appearance of the shade by not only adding

~ a finish thereto but also by causing the shade

40 to hang more smoothly and evenly due to the
added weight of the parts of the attach-
ment.

Tn carrying out the invention I have de-
vised a structure which comprises a housing

45 member which is of the same general form
as the filler and is adapted to clamp the end
of the shade in rolled relation sbout the
filler, together with means for securing the
parts in this relation.

50 It is also sought to devise a simple, at-
tractive and inexpensive structure of the
character described and adapted to effect an
economy in connection with window shades
by prolonging the life of the shade.

55 With these general objects in view the in-
vention will now be described with reference

1919, Eerial No. 288,692,

to the accompanying drawing illustrating
one form of construction which has been de-
vised for embodying the improvement, af-
ter which the novel features therein will be
set forth in the appended claim.

In the drawing—

Figure 1 is an elevation of a portion of a
window shade having its lower end fitted
with an attachment embodying the present
improvement;

Figures 2 and 8 are enlarged sectional
views, taken on the lines 2—2 and 3—38, re-
spectively, of Figure 1; and

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the parts

comprising the device in separated relation.

Referring to the drawing in detail, this
illustrates the improved construction as com-
prising a transverse filler member 6 of or-
dinary soft wood and of somewhat tapered
cross-section (see Figures 8 and 4) adapt-
ed to have the lower edge of the window
shade 8 rolled around said member; and
for the purpose of clamping or securing the
shade to the filler member I provide a hous-
ing member 10 (preferably of suitably re-
silient material, such as light sheet metal)
which is adapted to be slipped endwise over
the filler member and the attached part of
the shade, said housing having a longitudi-
nal slit 12 which permits the passage of the
free portion of the shade as the housing is
slipped into clamping position. A series of
openings 14 are provided in the housing
member opposite the slit 12 for receiving
the shank of a screw-eye 16 which is serewed
on through into the filler 6, thereby secur-
ing the parts against relative endwise move-
ment. The series of openings enables the
proper position of the screw-eye to be as-
certained, midway of the side edges of the
shade.—whereas a single opening in the
manufacture of the device might not be cor-
rectly located, and moreover it might later
be desired to shorten the device for a dif-
ferent size of shade.

For further securing the parts in the
above relation, as well as for adding a finish
to the appearance of the device, cup-shaped
cap elements 18 are provided for the oppo-
site ends of the housing member 10, said cap
elements being of a size adapted to fit over
said ends of the housing member, and pro-
vided with openings 20 registering with the
ends of the slit 12 for clearing the side edges
of the shade 8 and also with screw openings
22 whereby said cap elements may be se-
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cured by means of screws 24 to the opposite
ends of the filler member 6, as clearly illus-
trated in Figure 2.

Tt is thus apparent that I have provided
a neat, simple and efficient form of attach-
ment for carrying out the desired objects of
the invention. No sewing is required for
the formation of loops such as are usually
provided for the mounting of the wooden
filler sticks, and a saving is thus made in the
labor necessary for such sewing operation;
besides which all the annoyance due to the
ripping or raveling of seams 1s eliminated.

he lower edges of the shade do not have to
be trimmed with any exactitude for the at-
tachment of the present device, by which
all of the lower margin of the shade is en-
tirely concealed from view. Similarly, when
one end of the shade becomes worn, the
shade can be reversed without the necessity
of any ripping or sewing, the device being
readily changed from one end of the shade
to the other; or the shade can be trimmed, if
desired, and the attachment simply mounted

5 farther up on the shade. The housing not

only clamps the end of the shade firmly and
smoothly to the filler, but reinforces the lat-
ter and keeps it from warping, and more-
over the added weight of the housing and
cap elements tends to produce a smoother
and more neatly hanging shade free from
wrinkles. The housing and cap elements
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may be of metal and adapted to take any
desired finish, and obviously provide a com-
plete shield for all that part of the shade
which is ordinarily subject to handling, thus
protecting the same from finger prints or
from being soiled by contact with the win-
dow sill, as well as from moisture from the
window sill and sash, which is always likely
to result in mildew forming on those parts
of the shade which are thus affected. It is
apparent also that with the parts neatly fin-
ished, they will improve the attractive ap-
pearance of the shade, as compared with
the ordinary loop and stick construction.

T claim:

A& window shade attachment comprising
a transverse filler member having one end of
the shade rolled about said member, a hous-
ing member of resilient material adapted

'to he glid endwise over said filler member to

clamp the shade thereon, said housing mem-
ber having a longitudinal slit to permit pas-
sage of the shade, cap elements fitting over
the opposite ends of said housing member
for securing the same in shade-clamping re-
lation, and means for securing said cap ele-
ments to the opposite ends of said filler
member.

Tn witness whereof I hereto affix my sig-
nature.

CHAS. C. STEGEMEYER.

35

40

45

50

55

60



