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This invention relates to a sign, and more particularly
to a double faced, internally illuminated sign.

Double faced, internally illuminated signs comprise a
frame having a pair of spaced faces of transparent or
translucent material mounted thereon. The illuminating
means, such as electric light bulbs, are mounted on the
frame between the faces. The framé. of such a sign
should not only be of strong construction, but should
also be of such a construction that it is easy and relative-
ly inexpensive to manufacture. Also, the sign should be
constructed so as to provide easy access to the illuminat-
ing means so that burnt out Iight bulbs can be easily re-
placed.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
double faced, internally illuminated sign. '

It is another object of the present invention to. provide
a double faced, internally illuminated sign in which one
of the faces is hingedly mounted on the frame to per-
mit easy access to the illuminating means within the
sign.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a double faced, internally illuminated sign which
is of strong construction, and which is easy and relatively
inexpensive to manufacture, ]

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

For the purpose of illustrating the invention there is
shown in the drawings a form which is presently pre-
ferred; it being understood, however, that this invention
is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumen-
talities shown. . .

Referring to the drawing wherein like reference char-
acters refer to like parts:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevation view, partially broken
away, of the sign of the present invention. :

FIGURE 2 is a sectional view taken along line 2—2
of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3—3
of FIGURE 2. - ’

FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4—4
of FIGURE 3.

FIGURE 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5—8
of FIGURE 1.

Referring to the drawing, the sign of the present in-
vention is generally designated as 10.

Sign 10 comprises an annular metal frame 12 of rec-
tangular transverse cross-section. Frame 12 has a pair
of annular flanges 14 and 16 extending outwardly from
the sides of the frame 12. The inner surfaces of the
flanges 14 and 16 are flush with the inner surface of the
frame 12. Frame 12 is shown to be in the form of an
ellipse. However, the frame 12 can be in the form of a
circle, rectangle, or any other desired shape.

A pair of face mounting bands 18 and 20 are secured
to the flanges 14 and 16 of frame 12. Face mounting
bands 18 and 29 are each F-shaped in transverse cross-
section, and are of the same anmular shape as the
frame 12.

The leg 22 of face mounting band 18 is mounted
around the flange 14 of frame 12, with the outer surface
of the leg 22 being flush with the outer surface of frame
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12. A plurality of circumferentially spaced screws 24 _

extend through the leg 22 and are threaded into the
flange 14 to secure the face mounting band 18 to the
rame 12. The arms 26 and 28 of the face mounting
band 18 extend inwardly across the end of the flange 14.
An annular gasket 30 is compressed between the inner
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arm 28 of face mounting band 18 and the end of flange
14 to seal the face mounting band 18 to the frame 12.

The leg 32 of face mounting band 26 is mounted
around. the flange 16 of frame 12, with the outer surface
of leg 32 being flush with the outer surface of frame
12. An elongated hinge 34 extends along the top of
sign 10. One strap 36 of the hinge 34 is secured to the
outer surface of frame 12 by screws 38. Bolis 40 ex-
tend upwardly through the leg 32 of face mounting
band 20 and the other strap 42 of the hinge 34. Nuts
44 are threaded on the bolts 40 to secure the strap 42
of hinge 34 to the face mounting band 29. Thus, the
face mounting band 20 is hingedly secured to the frame
12. The arms 46 and 48 of the face mounting band 20
extend inwardly across the end of flange 16. An an-
nular gasket 5§ is compressed between the inner arm 48
of face mounting band 20 and the end of flange 16 to
seal the face mounting band 2& to the frame 12. A plu-
rality. of clamps 52 are mounted around the outer sur-
face of frame 12 and face mounting band 26. Clamps
52 may be of any releasable type clamp which can clamp
the face mounting band 2¢ tightly to the frame 12, but -
upon being released will permit the face mounting band
29 to be swung outwardly as indicated by arrow 54 in
FIGURE 2. »

A face plate 56 of a transparent or translucent material,
such as a plastic, is mounted across the face mounting
band 18, with the edge of the face plate 56 fitting be-
tween the arms 26 and 28 of the face mounting band 18.
A similar face plate 58 is mounted across the face mount-
ing band 29 with the edge of the face plate 58 fitting be-
tween the arms 46 and 48 of the face mounting band 29.
Face plates 56 and 58 have the advertising matter painted
or otherwise applied thereto.

A pair of spaced, parallel mounting posts 68 are
secured to the inner surface of the frame 12. Mount-
ing posts 60 extend vertically across the frame 12 ad-
jacent the ends of the frame 12. - As shown in FIGURE
5, each of the mounting posts 6§ comprises a pair of
angle rods 62 and 64 secured together.at their ends to
form a hollow post of square transverse cross-section.

. A plurality of fluorescent light tubes 66 extend hori-
zontally between the mounting posts 60, Light tubes 66
are mounted in sockets carried by the mounting posts
60. A fluorescent light tube 68 extends vertically along
the outside of each of the mounting posts 60. Light
tubes 68 are mounted in sockets 70 carried by the mount-
ing posts 60. A pair of metal wiring troughs 72 are
mounted between the mounting posts 6. Wiring
troughs 72 carry the ballast 74 for the light tubes 66 and
68 as well as the electrical wiring to the light tube sockets.
An outlet box 76 is mounted on the inner surface of
frame 12 at the bottom of the sign 1¢. A conduit 78
extends between the outlet box 76 and one of the mount-
ing posts 60 and carries the electrical wiring from the
light tube sockets to the outlet box 76. Outlet box 76
has an outlet 80 extending through the frame 12. Out-
let 80 permits a cable from the source of electrical energy
to be passed into the outlet box 76 where the cable is
connected to the wiring for the light tube sockets.

A folding arm support 82 is connected between the
frame 12 and the face mounting band 20 at the bottom
of the sign 10. Folding arm support 82 comprises an
angle rod 84 and a straight rod 86. One end of the
angle rod 84 is pivotably connected to one end of the
straight rod 86. - The other end of the angle rod 84 is
pivotably mounted on a pin 88 extending from an up-
right wall on the outlet box 76.  The other end of the
straight rod 86 is connected to the face mounting band
20. A locking pin 90 is secured to the folding arm
support 82 by a chain 92.

When it becomes necessary to replace one of the light
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tubes 66 or 68 or do any other type of repair work in
the sign 19, the clamps 52 are released. The face mount-
ing band 20 is then swung outwardly from the bottom
of the sign 10 as indicated by arrow 54 in FIGURE 2
to a position shown in phantom in FIGURE 2. As the
face mounting band 20 is swung outwardly, the rods 84
and 86 of the folding arm support 82 are pulled out-
wardly with the face mounting band 20. This unfolds
the rods 84 and 8§6 until the rods 84 and 86 are in align-
ment. The locking pin 90 is then inserted through
aligned holes in the rods 84 and 86 to secure the rods
84 and 86 in the aligned position. Thus, the folding
arm support 82 folds the face mounting band 20 away
from the frame 12 so that the operator has both hands
free to do whatever work is mecessary within the sign
10. When the operator completes the work within
the sign, the locking pin 99 is removed, and the face
mounting band 2¢ swung back against the frame 12.
The clamps 52 are then secured to clamp the face mount-
ing band 20 tightly to the frame 12. Thus there is pro-
vided ease of access to the interior of the sign 10.

The frame 12 of the sign 10 of the present invention
is made from a single extruded strip of metal which is
bent to the desired shape and the ends secured together.
The face mounting bands 18 and 20 are made from iden-
tical extruded strips of metal which are also bent to the
desired shape. The mounting posts 60 are likewise made
from identical strips of metal which are secured to-
gether. Thus, the sign 10 of the present invention is
made of a minimum number of different parts which are
easy to make and assemble, so that the sign 18 is rela-
tively inexpensive to manufacture.

The present invention may be embodied in other spec-
ific forms without departing from the spirit or essential
attributes thereof and, accordingly, reference should be
made to the appended claims, rather than to the fore-
going specification as indicating the scope of the in-
vention.

1 claim: ,

1. A sign comprising an annular metal frame having
annular flanges extending outwardly from opposite sides
of the frame, the inner peripheral surface of said flanges
being coextensive with the inner peripheral surface of
said frame, a separate annular face mounting band
secured around each of said flanges, each of said bands
including a leg mounted around its respective flange
with the outer surface of the leg being substantially flush
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with the outer surface of the frame and a pair of arms
projecting inwardly across the end of the respective
flange, one of said bands being fixedly secured to the
frame, the other band being hingedly secured to the top
of the frame between said flanges by a hinge means, a
separate faceplate of a translucent material mounted
across each of said face supporting bands with the edge
of the plates fitting between the arms of its respective
band, fluorescent luminating means supported by posts
disposed on said frame between said faceplates, an up-
right wall on a bottom wall of said frame substantially
equidistant from the ends of said frame, said upright
wall being substantially perpendicular to said plates, a
folded arm support comprising a pair of rods pivotably
secured together, the free end of one rod being pivotably
secured to said upright wall, the free end of said other
rod being pivotally secured to said other band, latch
means solely on said rods for latching said support and
said other band in an extended position, and latch means
on said frame for latching said other band in a position
substantially parallel to said one band.

2. In a sign as set forth in claim 1 wherein said posts
are a pair of spaced upright posts spaced from the ends
of said frame, said luminating means including a plural-
ity of fluorescent light tubes horizontally disposed be-
tween said posts, and at least one wire trough mounted
between said. posts, and ballast for said tubes being
mounted on and supported by said trough.
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