
2,616,467 W. CCERO Nov. 4, 1952 
SANDBAG 

Filed Jan. 7, 1949 

Z3///iana Cicero 

* (ii) nes, 

s: 
AO 

A 4 37 

  

  

  

  



ing the vehicle. 

Patented Nov. 4, 1952 2,616,467 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,616,467 
SANDBAG 

- William Cicero, St. Paul, Minn. 
Application January 7, 1949, serial No. 69,718 

(C. 150-1) 1 Claim. 

My invention relates to an improvement in sand 
bag wherein it is desired to provide a simple and 
efficient means of carrying sand in a vehicle for 
use in an emergency. 

During icy and snowy weather cars are often 
unable to obtain traction when starting from a 
slippery surface. If the car is travelling upon 
a slight grade, one or both of the drive wheels 
of the vehicle will often spin about without mov 

Often a slight push or start 
will give the vehicle sufficient impetus to con 
tinue motion. However, unless the driver of the 
vehicle is assisted in some manner, it is often im 
possible for him to get under way alone. 
The object of the present invention lies in the 

provision of a bag designed to contain a supply 
of Sand. This bag is carried in the rear of the 
vehicle and is of some assistance in weighting 
the rear end of the vehicle over the drive wheels. 
The bag is provided with an opening in one end 
through which the bag may be filled, and emptied. 
By removing the bag from the vehicle trunk and 
Sprinkling a Small amount of sand on the icy 
surface forwardly or rearwardly of the drive 
wheels, it is often possible to start the vehicle. 
in motion without difficulty. Even a handful of 
sand Will often permit the vehicle to be started, 
whereas without the sand or without other as 
sistance the driver would be helpless. 
A feature of the present invention lies in the 

provision of an elongated bag having an open 
ing at one end and having a pair of handles for 
supporting the bag. One handle is located at 
the end of the bag opposite the opening, while the 
other handle is usually positioned at the upper 
edge of the bag. By supporting the bag to ex 
tend at a slight angle to the horizontal sand may 
be dispensed from the opening at the open end 
of the bag and may be effectively distributed over 
the desired area. 
A feature of the present invention lies in the 

provision of an elongated bag having right angu 
larly arranged handles and an open end which 
may be normally closed by a draw string or simi 
lar means. This draw string may be tightened to 
close the opening or virtually close the same when 
the bag is not in use. By slightly opening the 
draw string the desired amount of sand may be 
dispensed. 
A further feature of the present invention lies 

in the provision of a bag closure provided with 
a draw string and in providing a flange secured 
to One side of the closure foldable exteriorly of 
the bag when not in use and which may be fold 
ed over the sand within the bag to more effective 
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ly close the bag. This flap acts as an inner seal 
to prevent the sand from passing through the 
bag opening. 
These and other objects and novel features 

of may invention will be more clearly and fully 
Set forth in the following specification and claim. 

In the drawings forming a part of my speci 
fication: 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic view showing the 
design of the cloth or other material used to form 
the bag. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the bag in 
readiness for use. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view through the bag, 
the position of the section being indicated by the 
line 3-3 of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view through the closed 
end of the bag, the position of the section being 
indicated by the line 4-4 of Figure 2. 

Figure 5 is a sectional view through the open 
end of the bag, the position of the section being 
indicated by the line 5-5 of Figure 2. 

Figure 6 is a sectional view similar to Figure 5 
showing the open end of the bag in closed po 
Sition. - 

The bag A is preferably elongated in form 
and is provided with a closed end and an open 
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end. The bag is preferably formed of two side 
members 0 and which are identical in form 
and are shaped substantially as illustrated in 
Figure 1 of the drawings. The sides 0 and if 
include Substantially parallel top and bottom 
edges 2 and 3. The sides 0 and are tapered 
as indicated at 4 to connect the parallel sides 
12 and 3 with the closed end f 5. The parallel 
sides 2 and 3 are connected by rounded or taper 
ing connecting edges 6 and 7 to the parallel 
Sides 9 and 20 of a substantially straight end 
portion 2. The edge 22 of the side 0 is at sub 
stantially right angles to the parallel bag sides 
2 and 3. 
The sides 0 and of the bag are placed in 

Superimposed relation with the outer surfaces of 
these sides in contacting relation. The bag sides 
are Stitched together marginally by a row of 
Stitching 23 which extends entirely about the 
periphery of the bag with the exception of across 
the projecting end 2 of the bag parallel to the 
Square edges 22. Before the stitching 23 is ap 
plied a handle 24 is placed between the bag sides 
0 and fl So that the ends 25 of the handle are 

Substantially flush with the ends 5 of the bag 
sides 0 and . Similarly a handle 26 is in 
Serted between the bag sides 0 and with the 
ends 27 of the handle substantially fiush with 
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the edges 2 of the bag sides. The row of Stitch 
ing 23 extends through the bag sides and through 
the handle ends inserted therebetween SO as to 
anchor the handle ends in the seam between the 
bag sides as indicated in Figures 3 and 4 of the 
dra WingS. 
A hem is next provided at the open end of the 

bag so as to provide a paSSage for accommoda 
tion of a draw string 29. The extremities 22 of 
the bag sides 0 and f l are folded inwardly and 
a row of stitching 39 close to and parallel with 
the side extremities 22 connectS the side edges 
22 to the body of the bag at a point Spaced from 
the folded edge 31. A rectangular flap 32 is 
inserted between the side edge 22 of one bag side 

and the portion of the bag side which the edge 
Overlies and is anchored in place by the Stitch 
ing 30 as is clearly indicated in Figures 5 and 6 
of the drawings. This flap is foldable outwardly 
of the bag as indicated in Figures 2 and 5 of 
the drawings, or may fold down over the con 
tents of the bag adjacent the opposite side of 
the bag if desired to assist the closing of the 
bag. 

After the stitching is completed the bag is in 
verted so that the Outer surfaces of the bag 
sides are outermost and so that the handles 24 
and 26 project from the bag SeanS in the manner 
illustrated in Figure 2 of the drawings. The 
draw string 29 is inserted in the hem at the open 
end of the bag as illustrated in Figures 2, 5, and 
6 of the drawings, if this draw String is not al 
ready in place at the time the hem is formed. 
In filling the bag A the flap 32 is preferably 

pulled out through the open end of the bag while 
the draw string 29 is untied, the open end of the 
bag thus being in open position. The Sand is 
then inserted into the bag to a level just below 
the open bag end as illustrated in Figure 6 of 
the drawings. The flap 32 is next tucked into 
the bag opening so as to overlie the sand 33 with 
in the bag. The flap 32 then extends from the 
side 9 to which it is secured to lie inwardly of 
and adjacent the bag side . When the flap 
32 is in this position it is possible that a small 
amount of Sand may roll through the bag open 
ing but there will not be any extensive leakage 
from the bag under ordinary handling. Obvi 
ously the draw string 29 is tightened to close 
the bag end when the bag is not in use. 
When it is desired to use the Sand the draw 

String 29 is released to Some extent so that the 
opening will be of suitable size. The flap 32 is 
preferably swung out of closing position. By in 
clining the bag and shaking the same slightly 
the desired amount of sand will fall from the bag 
and the direction in which the sand is dropped 
may be readily controlled by means of the han 
dies 24 and 26. 

If desired the draw String 29 may be fastened 
in a Selected position by a draw cord fastener 
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4. 
such as that illustrated in Patent No. 1,830,014, 
So as to eliminate the necessity of tying and un 
tying the draw stringS. Such a fastener is in 
dicated in general in Figure 2 of the drawings 
and is particularly useful on a device of the type 
in question which is usually used in cold weather 
where it might otherwise be difficult to tie knots 
With the fingerS. 

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have 
described the principles of construction and Op 
eration of my sand bag, and while I have en 
deavored to set forth the best embodiment there 
of I desire to have it understood that obvious 
changes may be made Within the Scope of the 
following claim without departing from the Spirit 
of my invention. 

I claim: 
A sand bag comprising a pair of similarly 

formed panels, Said panels being elongated and 
having longitudinal edges which are generally 
parallel throughout their central portions, Said 
edges curving gently toward each other at each 
end thereof, an outwardly curved end connect 
ing the edges at One end of Said panels, a neck 
portion between said edges at the other end 
thereof, said neck portion being narrow rela 
tive to the width of Said panels, means connect 
ing Said panels together along Said longitudinal 
edges and along Said curved end, means con 
necting the neck portions of each panel doubled 
upon themselves to form a hem, a drawstring 
in Said hem encircling said neck portions, a han 
dle Secured to said rounded end of the bag and 
projecting outwardly therefrom, and a second 
handle Secured to the bag along one pair of con 
nected longitudinal edges of said panels and 
projecting OutWardly therefron, the locus of said 
Second handle being approximately midway be 
tween the ends of said panels. 

WILLIAM CICERO. 
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