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This invention relates generally to garment hangers,
and has particular reference to trouser hangers of the type
in which parts of the hanger are inserted into the open
ends of the trouser legs to distend these ends and support
the garment.

In garment supporters of the above-mentioned charac-
ter, the hanger bars from which both legs of the trousers
are supported are usually of the same length, and as a
result, when variations in the width of the two trouser
legs exist (a common situation), the larger one of the
legs will not be properly engaged and held. Under such
circumstances it is 2 common experience to find that one
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leg of the garment, or perhaps the entire garment, will -

slip from the hanger and fall to the ficor.
It is one of the objects of the present invention to pro-

vide a trouser hanger in which means is provided by 3

which the supporting elements for the trouser legs are
mdependently adjustable, whereby a positive fit of the
supports in the respective trouser legs is assured. As a
result, the cuff portions of the trousers will be individually
stretched between their supporting elements,
germent will be securely held against slippage from the
hanger.

It is another object of the invention to provide a trouser
hanger of this character wherein independent adjustment
of the effective length of the hanger bars is easily obtained

and the
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and a positive maintenance of the adjustment of these .

bars is secured so that the legs of the trousers will be firmly
held regardless of variation in size of the two legs.

A further objective is to achieve these advantages by
means of a construction which is light in weight, inexpen-
sive to manufacture, easily usable, and attractive in ap-
pearance.

With these and other objects in view, we have devised
the arrangement of parts now to be described and more
particularly pointed out in the claims appended hereto.

In the accompanying drawmg, wherein an illustrative
embodiment of the invention is disclosed,

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a trouser hanger
constructed in accordance with the invention;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view, taken substantially
on the line 2--2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectlonal view, taken substantlally
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one end of the hanger,
showing how the supporting bars are independently ad-
justable as to their effective lengths;

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the hanger, with parts in
section; and

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view showing a modified con-
struction.

The improved trouser hanger may be constructed en-
tirely of llght-welght thin elements of metal or equivalent
rigid material, and in the form shown it includes an elon-
gated stationary central bar or strip, preferably provided
at one end with a laterally-bent extremity 2. Adjacent
to the end 2 is a pair of flat, spaced fingers 3 and 4, these
fingers being secured to the bar 1 by means of rivets
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-opposite side of the bar 1 by said rivets.

,‘ paly of dogs or pawls 20 and 20a.
) 29 is adapted for engagement with the toothed or serrated
upper edge 19 of the bar 6, while the pawl shown at 20a
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5 or equivalent fastening elements. The fingers 3 and 4
extend downwards and are spaced apart so that each of
them may be inserted into a trouser leg. On opposite
sides of the bar 1 are a pair of independently slidable and
adjustable outer bars 6 and 7. These bars are generally
similar in construction, and each is independently adjust-
able longitudinally of the bar 1. The bars 1, 6 and 7 are
maintained in the adjustable relationship by means of
the rivets 8 and 10 and their respective washers 9 and
11. These rivets are in fixed relationship in the bar 1
and they extend respectively through elongated slots 12
and 13 in the adjustable bar 6, and through similar slots
in the bar 7, one of which is shown at 13¢ in Fig. 4. The
rivets and slots constitute guide means for.the longitudi-
nal adjustments of the slidable bars with respect to the
centrally located fixed bar.

At one end, the bar 6 is provided with a laterally-bent;_
end 25 constituting a finger-grip, and the bar 7 is provided
with a similar laterally-bent end 27, as shown in Figs.
4 and 5. A trouser-leg-engaging finger 14 is secured to
the end portion of the adjustable bar 6 by means of the
tivets. 15 or equivalent fastening elements. A similar
trouser-leg-engaging finger 29 is attached to the end por-
tion of the bar 7 by the rivets shown at 28.

Each of the fingers 14 and 29 cooperates with the cor-
responding one of the fixed bar fingers 3, 4 in engaging
within and stretching the open end of one of the trouser
legs. Each trouser leg is thus individually engaged and
properly stretched to the degree required.

At its midportion the fixed bar 1 is provided with a
hanger element. We have shown a hanger plate 16
secured to one side of the bar 1 by the rivets 18 or similar
fastening elements and a similar plate 17 fastened to the
The plates 16
and .17 are suitably spaced apart by washers or other
spacing elements to insure free sliding movement of the
adjustable bars 6 and 7 between them. At their upper
ends the hanger plates 16 and 17 are each provided with
an aperture 23 which receives the loop 33 of a supporting
hook 24 by means of which the hanger.may be supported

- from the conventional rod.

vaotally mounted between the plates 16 and 171is a
The pawl shown at

engages the toothed or serrated edge 194 on the adjustable
bar 7. These dogs or pawls 20 and 204 are so shaped
and pivotally mounted that they readily permit slidable

‘movement of the-bars 6 and 7 in a direction away from'

the fixed bar 1 (to the right in Fig. 1), but unless the

dogs or pawls are manually raised, they prevent retracting

movement of the bars 6 and 7 in the opposite direction.
From the foregoing, the operation of the  improved
trouser hanger will be readily understood. - The fingers
4 and 14 are inserted into one leg of the trousers, and
the bar 6 is slid outwardly or away from bar 1.to the
extent required to enable .the fingers 4 and 14 to stretch
the cuff portion between them sufficiently to-smooth out
any wrinkles and hold the trouser leg against - falling
from the fingers. Similarly, the second leg of the trousers
is placed over the fingers 3 and 29, the bar 7 being slid
outwardly and away from bar 1 for the distance reéquired
to cause the leg of the trousers to be smoothly drawn
between the fingers 3 and 29. It will thus be apparent
that the trouser-engaging elements for the two legs of
the garment are independently adjustable, so that any
variation in the width of the trouser legs will be com-
pensated for and each leg firmly engaged and held smooth-
ly stretched between the fingers which are inserted.into
it. The user is thus assured that neither ‘of the trouser
legs can become inadvertently freed from the hanger,:
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and that each cuff portion will be held in properly stretched
condition between the engaging fingers.

To release the legs of the trousers from the fingers,
the bars 6 and 7 may be retracted by -manually raising
the dogs or pawls 20 and 20a and sliding the bars to re-
tracted position. The lateral ends or finger-pieces 2,
27 and 25 facilitate the slidable movements of the several
bars. A pin 22 extends between the plates 16 and 17 to
limit the raising movements of the dogs .20 .and 20qa.

In the embodiment of the invention shown in Fig. 6
we have shown another means by which the bars 6 and
7 may be held in any desired extended position. In this
case a cam member 32 is eccentrically pivoted at 31
between the hanger plates 16 and 17. . The cam member
engages against the upper edge of the bar over which
it is positioned, there being two of these cams, one for
each.of the two bars 6 and 7. By manipulation of these
cams, and sliding movement of the bars § and 7, the
bars can each be fixed in any adjusted position so that
each of the trouser legs will be insured of a smooth
and snug fit between the fingers of the hanger fitted
within it.

Although we have described two embodiments of the
invention, it is obvious that it is not necessarily to be
restricted thereto, but is broad enough to ccver all
structures coming within the scope of the annexed claims.

What we claim is:

1. A trouser hanger comprising: a fixed bar provided
at one end with a pair of trouser-engaging fingers, a
pair of slidable bars between which the fixed bar is posi-
tioned, means independently supporting each of the slid-
able bars on the fixed bar whereby the slidable bars are
independently longitudinally adjustable with respect to
the fixed bar, cach of the slidable bars being provided
at its free end with a trouser-engaging finger, and means
carried by the fixed bar and engageable with the slidable
bars for permitting independent movement of each slidable
bar in one direction and preventing movement thereof
in the opposite direction relative to the fixed bar.

2. A trouser hanger comprising: a fixed bar having a
pair of trouser-engaging fingers at one end, a pair of
slidable bars between which the fixed bar is sandwiched,
guide elements on the fixed bar, means on the slidable
bars in guided engagement with said guide elements where-
by each of the slidable bars is independently longitudinal-
ly adjustable relative to the fixed bar, and locking means
engaging edges of the slidable bars and permitting inde-
pendent movement of each slidable bar in one diréction
and preventing movement thereof in the opposite direc-
tion, said locking means being manually releasable.

3. In a trouser hanger, a fixed bar having an offset
end, a pair of trouser-engaging fingers secured to the
bar adjacent to said end, a pair of longitudinally-slidable
bars between which the fixed bar is positioned, pins ex-
tending through the fixed bar, the slidable bars having
slots in which said pins are positioned, the slidable bars
having serrated upper edges, spaced plates secured to the
fixed bar, and pawls pivotally mounted between the plates
and respectively engaging the serrated upper edges of the
slidable bars, the slidable bars being each provided with
a trouser-engaging finger at its end.

4. In a trouser hanger, a central bar, side bars between
which the central bar is positioned, means independently
supporting each of the side bars on the central bar
whereby the side bars are independently slidable longi-
tudinally of the center bar, the bars having fingers be-
tween which the two legs of trousers are stretched, and
means carried by the central bar and engageable with
the edges of the side bars for independently fixing each
of the side bars in any selected extended position rela-
tively to the central bar.

5. In a trouser hanger, the elements defined in claim 4,
wherein the means which engages the edges of the side
bars consists of a pair of pivoted pawls, and the edges of
the side bars are serrated to-engage with said pawls.
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6. In a trouser hanger, a fixed elongated bar having
an offset end, a pair of trouser-leg-engaging fingers se-
cured to the bar adjacent to said end and extending
downwardly therefrom, a pair of elongated longitudinally-
slidable bars between which the fixed bar is positioned,
fixed guide pins extending through the fixed bar, the
slidable bars having elongated slots in which said guide
pins are positioned, each slidable bar having a serrated
upper edge for a portion of its length, spaced plates
secured to the fixed bar, the slidable bars being located
between said plates, pawls pivotally mounted between
the plates and respectively engaging the serrated upper
edges of the slidable bars, the slidable bars being each
provided with a trouser-leg-engaging finger at its end,
and each slidable bar having an off-set end adjacent to
its finger. )

7. In a trouser hanger, a central elongated bar, side
bars between which the central bar is positioned, means
independently supporting each of the side bars on the
central bar whereby the side bars are independently slid-
able longitudinally of the central bar, said supporting
means including guide means for guiding the side bars
during their sliding movements, the bars having fingers
between which the two legs of trousers are stretched, and
cam means pivoted to the central bar and engageable with
the edges of the side bars by which either of the side
bars may be fixed in any selected extended position rela-
tive to the central bar.

8. In a trouser hanger, a central bar, a pair of side
bars between which the central bar is positioned, the cen-
tral bar being provided at cne end with a pair of trouser-
leg-engaging fingers, the side bars being each provided with
a longitudinal slot, pins in the central bar engaging in
said slots, a pair of hanger plates secured in spaced re-
lationship to the central bar, the side bars being longi-
tudinally slidable between said plates, each of the side
bars being provided with serrations in its top edge, dogs
pivoted between the plates above the serrated edges, each
dog being adapted for engagement with one of the ser-
rated edges, said engagement permitting extended move-
ment of either side bar in a direction endwise with respect
to the central bar but preventing return movement of the
side bar, the dogs being manually operative to permit
such return movement, and each of the side bars being
provided with a trouser-leg-engaging finger. -

9. In a trouser hanger, a fixed bar having a pair of
trouser-engaging fingers at one end, one for each trouser
leg, a hanging element secured to the midportion of said
fixed bar, a pair of slidable bars one on each side of the
fixed bar, supporting and guide means securing the:slidable
bars individually to the fixed bar to permit independent
longitudinal adjustment of each slidable bar rclative to
the fixed bar, and a trouser-engaging finger at the outer
end of each slidable bar for cooperative action with the
corresponding one of the fixed bar fingers in engaging
within and stretching one of said trouser legs.

10. In a trouser hanger, the combination with the ele-
ments defined in claim 9, of means carried by said hang-
ing element for individual releasable engagement with
each slidable bar to lock said bar in any selected adjusted
position.
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