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FIG.6 A

1 : <xs:schema xmins:xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema” elementFormDefault="qualified"
attributeFormDefault="unqualified")

2: <xs:element name="PDItable" type="PDltableType"/>

3: <xs:complexType name="PDltableType">

4. <xs:choice maxOccurs="unbounded">

5: <xs:element name="QIA" type="IntegerAnswerType"/>

6: <xs:element name="QBA" type="BooleanAnswerType"/>

7 <xs:element name="QSA" type="SelectionAnswerType"/>

8: <xs:element name="QTA" type="TextAnswerType"/>

9: <xs:element name="QAA" type="AnyAnswerType"/>

10: </xs:choice>

11: <xs:attribute name="transactional" type="xs:boolean" use="optional"/>

12: </xs:complexType>

13: <xs:.complexType name="IntegerAnswerType">

14: <xs:sequence>

15: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

16: <xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>

17: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:integer" minOccurs="0"/>

18: </xs:sequence>

19: <xs:attribute name="minlnclusive" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>

20: <xs:attribute name="maxInclusive" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>

21 </xs:complexType>

22: <xs:complexType name="BooleanAnswerType">

23: <xs:sequence>

24: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

25: <xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>

26: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:boolean" minOccurs="0"/>

27: </xs:sequence>

28: </xs:complexType>

29: <xs:complexType name=""SelectionAnswerType">

30: <xs:seguence>

31: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

32: <xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>

33: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"
maxOccurs="unbounded"/>
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FIG.6 B

34: </xs:sequence>

35: <xs:attribute name="minChoice" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>
36: <xs:attribute name="maxChoice" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>
37: </xs:complexType>

38: <xs:complexType name="TextAnswerType">

39: <xs.sequence>

40: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

41: <xs:.element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>
42: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:string"” minOccurs="0"/>
43: </xs:sequence>

44; </xs:complexType>

45: </xs:schema>
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FIG.17/
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FIG.19
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FIG.24
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FIG. 34 A

N

@ 2 N2 9Dk N

: <xs:schema xmins:xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema" elementFormDefault="qualified"

W W W NN RN NN RN RN 2 2 = 3 3 3 3 3 —
@O XN R 20 000N aRr N2

attributeFormDefault="unqualified")
<xs:element name="PDltable” type="PDltableType"/>
<xs:complexType name="PDltableType">
<xs:choice maxOccurs="unbounded">
<xs:element name="QIA" type="IntegerAnswerType"/>
<xs:element name="QBA" type="BooleanAnswerType"/>
<xs:element name="QSA" type="SelectionAnswerType"/>
<xs:element name="QTA" type="TextAnswerType"/>
<xs:element name="QAA" type="AnyAnswerType"/>
</xs:choice>
<xs:attribute name="transactional" type="xs:boolean" use="optional"/>
</xs:complexType>
<xs:complexType name="IntegerAnswerType">
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>
<xs:element name="qg" type="xs:string” minOccurs="0"/>
<xs:element name="a" type="xs:integer" minOccurs="0"/>
</xs:sequence>
<xs:attribute name="minInclusive" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>
<xs:attribute name="maxInclusive" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>
</xs:complexType>
<xs:complexType name="BooleanAnswerType">
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>
<xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>
<xs:element name="a" type="xs:boolean" minOccurs="0"/>
</xs:sequence>
<fxs:complexType>
<xs:complexType name=""SelectionAnswerType">
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>
<xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>
<xs:element name="a" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"

maxQccurs="unbounded"/>
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FIG. 34 B

34: </xs:sequence>

35: <xs:attribute name="minChoice" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>
36: <xs:attribute name="maxChoice" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>
37: </xs:complexType>

38: <xs:complexType name="TextAnswerType">

39: <xs:sequence>

40: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

41: <xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>
42: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>
43: </xs:sequence>

44: </xs:complexType>

45: <xs:complexType name="AnyAnswerType")

46: <xs:sequence>

47: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

48; <xs:element name="a" type="xs:base64Binary"/>

49: </xs:sequence>

50: </xs:complex Type>

51: </xs:schema>
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FIG. 54 A

1. <xs:schema xmins:xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema" elementFormDefault="qualified”
attributeFormDefault="unqualified")

2; <xs:element name="PDlItable" type="PDltable Type"/>

3 <xs:complexType name="PDltableType">

4 <xs:choice maxQOccurs="unbounded">

5: <xs:element name="QIA" type="IntegerAnswerType"/>

6: <xs:element name="QBA" type="BooleanAnswerType"/>

7 <xs:element name="QSA" type="SelectionAnswerType"/>

8. <xs:element name="QTA" type="TextAnswerType"/>

9: <xs:element name="QAA" type="AnyAnswerType"/>

10: </xs:choice>

11: <xs:attribute name="transactional" type="xs:boolean" use="optional"/>

12: </xs:complexType>

13: <xs:complexType name="IntegerAnswerType">

14: <xs:sequence>

15: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

16: <xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>

17: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:integer" minOccurs="0"/>

18: </xs:sequence>

19: <xs:attribute name="minInclusive" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>

20: <xs:attribute name="maxInclusive" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>

21: </xs:complexType>

22; <xs:complexType name="BooleanAnswerType">

23: <xs:sequence>

24; <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

25: <xs:element name="q" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>

26: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:boolean" minOccurs="0"/>

27: </xs:sequence>

28: </xs:complexType>

29: <xs:complexType name=""SelectionAnswerType">

30: <xs:sequence>

31: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

32: <xs:element name="qg" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>
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FIG. 54 B

33: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"
maxOccurs="unbounded"/>

34: </xs:sequence>

35: <xs:attribute name="minChoice" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>

36: <xs:attribute name="maxChoice" type="xs:integer" use="optional"/>

37: </xs:complexType>

38: <xs:complexType name="TextAnswerType">

39: <xs:sequence>

40: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

41 <xs:element name="g" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>

42: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:string" minOccurs="0"/>

43: </xs:sequence>

44: </xs:complexType>

45: <xs:complexType name="AnyAnswerType")

46: <xs.sequence>

47: <xs:element name="id" type="xs:anyURI"/>

48: <xs:element name="a" type="xs:base64Binary"/>

49: </xs:sequence>

50: </xs:complex Type>

51: <xs;complexType name="BitmapAnyURI Type">

52: <xs:simpleContent>

53: <xs:extension base="xs:anyURI">

54: <xs:attribute name="bmi" type="xs:string"
use="optional"/>

56: </xs:extension>

56: </xs:simpleContent>

57: </xs:complexType>

58: <xs:complexType name="BitmapBooleanType">

59: <xs:simpleContent>

60: <xs:extension base="xs:boaolean™>

61: <xs:attribute name="bmi" type="xs:string"
use="optional"/>

62: </xs:extension>
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FIG. 55

63: </xs:simpleContent>

64: </xs:complexType>

65: <xs:complexType name="BitmapStringType">

66: <xs:simpleContent>

67: <xs:extension base="xs:string">

68: <xs:attribute name="bmi" type="xs:string"

use="optional"/>

69: </xs:extension>

70: </xs:simpleContent>

71: </xs:complexType>

72: <xs:complexType name="BitmapBase64BinaryType">

73: <xs:simpleContent>

74: <xs:extension base="xs:base64Binary">

75: <xs:attribute name="bmi" type="xs:string"

use="optional"/>

76: </xs:extension>
77: </xs:simpleContent>
78: </xs:complexType>

79: </xs:schema>
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TRANSMISSION AND RECEPTION
APPARATUS, METHODS, AND SYSTEMS
FOR FILTERING CONTENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a non-provisional application of
and claims the benefit of priority from U.S. Application No.
61/377,808, filed Aug. 27, 2010, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a transmission apparatus and
method, a reception apparatus and method, and a transmis-
sion and reception system, and more particularly to a trans-
mission apparatus and method, a reception apparatus and
method, and a transmission and reception system by which a
content can be acquired in response to metadata.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, together with digitalization of television
broadcasting, the amount of information which can be broad-
cast at a time has increased dramatically, and various data are
broadcast simultaneously together with a television program
or content to be viewed on the real time basis.

Further, as a communication path for a content, a content
download service which selectively uses the television broad-
casting described above and the Internet which allows high
speed downloading of data has been proposed and is dis-
closed, for example, in Japanese Patent [Laid-Open No. 2010-
21988.

Incidentally, in general content download services, a filter-
ing attribute also called filtering index, filtering metadata or
the like set by a server on the provider side which provides or
distributes contents such as the content provider side or the
service provider side is added as metadata to a content. Con-
sequently, a client which receives or acquires the content can
carry out filtering of the content.

The filtering attribute is set as a value of an element of
metadata selected from within a metadata set prescribed by a
standardization organization such as ATSC (Advanced Tele-
vision Standard Committee) or ARIB (Association of Radio
Industries and Businesses).

In particular, a content to which filtering attributes that
“viewing target” is selected as an element of metadata and
that “years of life between ten and nineteen” is set as a value
regarding the element of the metadata are applied is provided
to clients which carry out filtering so as to acquire a “content
for a viewer whose “viewing target is viewers whose years of
life are between ten and nineteen.”

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, it is not available to apply metadata or a filtering
attribute which is not included in a metadata set prescribed by
a standardization organization to a content.

For example, even if the provider side wants to distribute a
content whose “watching target is viewers of years of life
between ten and nineteen” to viewers who “are interested in
job-hunting,” if a metadata set prescribed by a standardization
organization does not include “whether or not a viewer is
interested in job-hunting” as an element of metadata, then the
provider side cannot apply a filtering attribute that “interested
in job-hunting” is set as an element of metadata to the content.
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Accordingly, the provider side cannot distribute a content
to which a matter which satisfies current needs such as, for
example, to take a trend into consideration and in which a
viewer is interested is applied as metadata.

Further, in such a case as described above, the client side
cannot carry out filtering so that a content which satisfies the
needs at the time is obtained.

Therefore, it is desirable to provide a transmission appara-
tus and method, a reception apparatus and method, and a
transmission and reception system by which a content which
satisfies needs at the time can be acquired.

According to a first embodiment of the present invention,
there is provided a transmission apparatus for distributing a
content to a client, including question generation means for
generating question information representative of a question
regarding liking of a user of the client, and transmission
means for transmitting the question information and provider
side answer information in the form of a bit string represen-
tative of an answer set by a provider which provides the
content to the question regarding the liking of the user to the
client.

The transmission apparatus may further include metadata
generation means for generating metadata including the pro-
vider side answer information as metadata of the content
corresponding to the answer set by the provider, the transmis-
sion means transmitting the metadata to the client.

According to the first embodiment of the present invention,
there is provided also a transmission method for a transmis-
sion apparatus for distributing a content to a client, including
the steps of generating question information representative of
a question regarding liking of a user of the client, and trans-
mitting the question information and provider side answer
information in the form of a bit string representative of an
answer set by a provider which provides the content to the
question regarding the liking of the user to the client.

Inthe transmission apparatus and the transmission method,
question information representative of a question regarding
liking of a user of the client is generated. Then, the generated
question information and provider side answer information in
the form of a bit string representative of an answer set by a
provider which provides the content to the question regarding
the liking of the user are transmitted to the client.

According to a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a reception apparatus for acquiring a
content distributed from a server, including answer genera-
tion means for generating, in response to question informa-
tion representative of a question regarding liking of a user and
transmitted from the server to the reception apparatus, user
side answer information in the form of a bit string represen-
tative of an answer of the user to the question, and matching
means for carrying out matching between the answer infor-
mation and provider side answer information in the form of a
bit string representative of an answer set by a provider which
provides the content to the question and transmitted from the
server to the reception apparatus to determine acquisition of
the content distributed from the server.

The matching means may carry out the matching to deter-
mine acquisition of the content corresponding to metadata
including the provider side answer information.

According to the second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, there is provided also a reception method for a reception
apparatus for acquiring a content distributed from a server,
including the steps of generating, in response to question
information representative of a question regarding liking of'a
user and transmitted from the server to the reception appara-
tus, user side answer information in the form of a bit string
representative of an answer of the user to the question, and
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carrying out matching between the answer information and
provider side answer information in the form of a bit string
representative of an answer set by a provider which provides
the content to the question and transmitted from the server to
the reception apparatus to determine acquisition of the con-
tent distributed from the server.

In the reception apparatus and the reception method, in
response to question information representative of a question
regarding liking of a user and transmitted from the server to
the reception apparatus, user side answer information in the
form of a bit string representative of an answer of the user to
the question is generated. Then, matching between the gen-
erated answer information and provider side answer informa-
tion in the form of a bit string representative of an answer set
by a provider which provides the content to the question and
transmitted from the server is carried out to determine acqui-
sition of the content distributed from the server.

According to a third embodiment of the present invention,
there is provided a transmission and reception system, includ-
ing a transmission apparatus adapted to distribute a content,
and a reception apparatus adapted to acquire the content
distributed from the transmission apparatus, the transmission
apparatus including question generation means for generat-
ing question information representative of a question regard-
ing liking of a user of the reception apparatus, and transmis-
sion means for transmitting the question information and
provider side answer information in the form of a bit string
representative of an answer set by a provider which provides
the content to the question regarding the liking of the user to
the reception apparatus, the reception apparatus including
answer generation means for generating user side answer
information in the form of a bit string representative of an
answer of the user to the question in response to the question
information transmitted from the transmission apparatus, and
matching means for carrying out matching between the user
side answer information and the provider side answer infor-
mation transmitted from the transmission apparatus to deter-
mine acquisition of the content distributed from the transmis-
sion apparatus.

In the transmission and reception system, question infor-
mation representative of a question regarding liking of a user
of the reception apparatus is generated. Then, the question
information and provider side answer information in the form
of a bit string representative of an answer set by a provider
which provides the content to the question regarding the
liking of the user is transmitted to the reception apparatus.
User side answer information in the form of a bit string
representative of an answer of the user to the question is
generated in response to the question information transmitted
to the reception apparatus from the transmission apparatus.
Then, matching between the generated user side answer
information and the provider side answer information trans-
mitted from the transmission apparatus is carried out to deter-
mine acquisition of the content distributed from the transmis-
sion apparatus.

With the transmission apparatus and method, reception
apparatus and method, and transmission and reception sys-
tem, it becomes possible to acquire a content which satisfies
needs at the time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an example of a con-
figuration of a broadcasting system according to a first
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of a hard-
ware configuration of a server;
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of the server;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of a func-
tional configuration of a client;

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating content transmission and
reception processes;

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating an example of syntax of the
XML schema;

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating an example of a PDI-Q;

FIGS. 8 to 12 are schematic views showing different
examples of screen image display in interaction with a user;

FIG. 13 is a view illustrating an example of' a PDI-A;

FIGS. 14 and 15 are views illustrating different examples
of'a provider side PDI-A;

FIG. 16 is a block diagram showing another example of a
functional configuration of the server;

FIG. 17 is a flow chart illustrating different content trans-
mission and reception processes in the broadcasting system
which includes the server of FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 is a block diagram showing another example of a
functional configuration of the client;

FIG. 19 is a flow chart illustrating content transmission and
reception processes in the broadcasting system of FIG. 1
which includes the client of FIG. 18;

FIG. 20 is a block diagram showing an example of a broad-
casting system for broadcasting by an ATSC-M/H method to
which the present invention is applied;

FIG. 21 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a protocol stack
of'a signal of a carrier transmitted by the ATSC-M/H method;

FIG. 22 is a block diagram illustrating a data configuration
of Service Guide;

FIG. 23 is a view illustrating a configuration of a Service
fragment;

FIG. 24 is a view illustrating a configuration of a Schedule
fragment;

FIG. 25 is a view illustrating a configuration of a Content
fragment;

FIG. 26 is a view illustrating a configuration of an Interac-
tivity Data fragment;

FIG. 27 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a protocol stack
of a signal of a carrier transmitted by NRT broadcasting;

FIG. 28 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a data structure
of TVCT, PAT, PMT and DSM-CC Addressable Section;

FIG. 29 is a diagrammatic view illustrating a data structure
of SMT, NRT-IT and FLUTE FDT,;

FIG. 30 is a view illustrating an example of syntax of a PDI
descriptor;

FIG. 31 is a block diagram showing an example of a func-
tional configuration of a server according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 32 is a block diagram showing an example of a func-
tional configuration of a client according to the second
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 33 is a flow chart illustrating content transmission and
reception processes of the server of FIG. 31 and the client of
FIG. 32;

FIG. 34 is a view illustrating another example of syntax of
the XML schema;

FIG. 35 is a flow chart illustrating details of a PDI-S execu-
tion process illustrated in FIG. 33;

FIGS. 36 to 40 are schematic views showing different
examples of screen image display in interaction with a user
different from those of FIGS. 8 to 12;

FIG. 41 is a view illustrating an example of a user side
PDI-A,;
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FIGS. 42 and 43 are views illustrating different examples
of'a provider side PDI-A different from those of FIGS. 14 and
15;

FIG. 44 is a block diagram showing another example of a
functional configuration of the server different from that of
FIG. 31,

FIG. 45 is a flow chart illustrating content transmission and
reception processes of the server of FIG. 44 and the client of
FIG. 32;

FIG. 46 is a block diagram showing another example of a
functional configuration of a client which is a modification to
that of FIG. 32;

FIG. 47 is a flow chart illustrating content transmission and
reception processes of the server of FIG. 44 and the client of
FIG. 46;

FIG. 48 is a flow chart illustrating details of a PDI-S execu-
tion process of FI1G. 47,

FIG. 49 is a view illustrating different syntax of the Inter-
activity Data fragment;

FIG. 50 is a view illustrating another example of the PDI
descriptor;

FIG. 51 is a block diagram showing an example of a func-
tional configuration of a server according to a third embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 52 is a block diagram showing an example of a func-
tional configuration of a client according to the third embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 53 is a flow chart illustrating content transmission and
reception processes of the server of FIG. 51 and the client of
FIG. 52;

FIGS. 54 and 55 are views illustrating a further example of
syntax of the XML schema;

FIG. 56 is a view illustrating another example of the PDI-

FIG. 57 is a diagrammatic view illustrating an example of
mapping of a PDI-BA;

FIG. 58 is a block diagram showing a different example of
a functional configuration of a server which is a modification
to that of FIG. 51;

FIG. 59 is a block diagram showing a different example of
a functional configuration of a client which is a modification
to that of FIG. 52;

FIG. 60 is a flow chart illustrating content transmission and
reception processes of the server of FIG. 58 and the client of
FIG. 59,

FIG. 61 is a flow chart illustrating details of a PDI-S execu-
tion process of FIG. 60;

FIG. 62 is a view illustrating another configuration of the
Service fragment;

FIG. 63 is a view illustrating another configuration of the
Schedule fragment;

FIG. 64 is a view illustrating another configuration of the
Content fragment; and

FIG. 65 is a view illustrating a further example of syntax of
the PDI descriptor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In the following, preferred embodiments of the present
invention are described with reference to the accompanying
drawings. It is to be noted that the description is carried out in
the following order.

1. First Embodiment

2. Second Embodiment

3. Third Embodiment
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1. First Embodiment

Example of the Configuration of the Broadcasting
System

FIG. 1 shows an example of a configuration of a broadcast-
ing system according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

The broadcasting system 10 of FIG. 1 is configured from a
server 11 provided on the provider side such as a broadcasting
company which broadcasts or provides a digital television
program (hereinafter referred to suitably as content) and a
client terminal (hereinafter referred to simply as client) 12
installed in a home of a user who enjoys broadcast contents.
It is to be noted that, while the client 12 is installed in a
plurality of user homes, the client 12 can be configured also as
aportable terminal apparatus such as a portable telephone set
or a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant).

In the broadcasting system 10, the server 11 transmits a
content together with content metadata regarding the content
as a signal of a digital broadcasting wave to the client 12. The
client 12 carries out filtering of the content based on the
content metadata transmitted thereto together with the con-
tent so that only the content desired by the user is reproduced
oraccumulated. It is to be noted that the content metadata may
not be transmitted together with the content but may be trans-
mitted before the content is transmitted.

Example of the Hardware Configuration of the Server

FIG. 2 shows an example of a hardware configuration of
the server 11. Referring to FIG. 2, the server 11 is configured,
for example, using a computer as a base.

A CPU (Central Processing Unit) 21 executes various pro-
cesses in accordance with a program stored in a ROM (Read
Only Memory) 22 or a program loaded from a storage section
28 into a RAM (Random Access Memory) 23. Data necessary
for executing various processes by the CPU 21 and so forth
are suitably stored into the RAM 23.

The CPU 21, ROM 22 and RAM 23 are connected to each
other through a bus 24. Also an input/output interface 25 is
connected to the bus 24.

To the input/output interface 25, an inputting section 26
configured from a keyboard, a mouse and so forth, an output-
ting section 27 configured from a display unit such as a CRT
(Cathode Ray Tube), an LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) unit or
the like, a speaker and so forth, the storage section 28 con-
figured from a hard disk and so forth and a communication
section 29 configured from a modem, a terminal adapter and
so forth are connected. The communication section 29 com-
municates with an external apparatus through a network not
shown. Further, a program may be acquired through the com-
munication section 29 and stored into the storage section 28.

Further, a drive unit 30 is connected to the input/output
interface 25 as occasion demands and a removable medium
31 such as a magnetic disk, an optical disk, a magneto-optical
disk or a semiconductor memory is suitably loaded into to the
input/output interface 25. A computer program read out from
such a removable medium as just described is installed into
the storage section 28 as occasion demands.

Itis to be noted that, though not shown, the hardware of the
client 12 is configured similarly to the server 11 as shown in
FIG. 2.
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Example of the Functional Configuration of the Server

Next, an example of a functional configuration of the server
11 is described with reference to FIG. 3.

The server 11 is configured from a PDI-Q generator 41, a
transmission section 42, a PDI-A generator 43, a metadata
distributor 44, a content accumulation section 45 and a con-
tent distributor 46.

The PDI-Q generator 41 generates a PDI-Q (Preference
Demographic and Interest-Question) which is information
representative of questions regarding the liking of the user or
viewer of the client 12. Then, the PDI-Q generator 41 trans-
mits the generated PDI-Q to the client 12 through the trans-
mission section 42 and supplies the PDI-Q to the PDI-A
generator 43.

The transmission section 42 transmits various data sup-
plied thereto from the PDI-Q generator 41, metadata distribu-
tor 44 and content distributor 46 to the client 12.

The PDI-A generator 43 generates, based on the PDI-Q
from the PDI-Q generator 41, a PDI-A (Preference Demo-
graphic and Interest-Answer) which is information represen-
tative of an answer set on the provider side to the questions
regarding the liking of the user of the client 12 described
above and corresponds to the PDI-Q. The PDI-A generator 43
supplies the generated PDI-A to the metadata distributor 44.

The metadata distributor 44 specifies or refers to a content
corresponding to the answer set on the provider side from
among contents accumulated in the content accumulation
section 45 based on the PDI-A from the PDI-A generator 43.
The metadata distributor 44 generates content metadata
including the PDI-A as content metadata of the specified
content and transmits the generated data to the client 12
through the transmission section 42.

The content accumulation section 45 accumulates various
contents to be distributed to the client 12.

The content distributor 46 acquires the content specified by
the metadata distributor 44 from among the contents accu-
mulated in the content accumulation section 45 and transmits
the acquired content to the client 12 through the transmission
section 42.

Example of the Functional Configuration of the Client

Next, an example of a functional configuration of the client
12 is described with reference to FIG. 4.

The client 12 is configured from a reception section 51, a
PDI-A generator 52, a PDI-A storage section 53, a content
filter 54, a content reproduction section 55 and a content
accumulation section 56.

The reception section 51 receives various data transmitted
from the server 11 and supplies the received data to the PDI-A
generator 52 or the content filter 54.

The PDI-A generator 52 generates, based on the PDI-Q
transmitted from the server 11, a PDI-A which indicates
answers of the user to questions regarding the liking of the
user of the client 12 and corresponds to the PDI-Q to supply
to the PDI-A storage section 53.

The PDI-A storage section 53 stores the PDI-A from the
PDI-A generator 52. The PDI-A stored in the PDI-A storage
section 53 is suitably read out to the content filter 54.

The content filter 54 reads out the PDI-A from the PDI-A
storage section 53 and carries out filtering of the content
based on the read out PDI-A and a PDI-A included in content
metadata of the content received from the server 11. The
content filter 54 supplies the filtered content to the content
reproduction section 55 or the content accumulation section
56 in response to a result of the filtering.

The content reproduction section 55 reproduces the con-
tent from the content filter 54. Further, the content reproduc-
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tion section 55 acquires the content from the content accu-
mulation section 56 and reproduces the acquired content.

The content accumulation section 56 accumulates or
records the content from the content filter 54.

Example of the Transmission and Reception Processes of a
Content

Next, transmission and reception processes of a content in
the broadcasting system 10 are described with reference to a
flow chart of FIG. 5. In the content transmission and reception
processes of the broadcasting system 10, a content is distrib-
uted by executing a content distribution process by the server
11 and is acquired by executing a content acquisition process
by the client 12.

On the case where, on the provider side such as a broad-
casting company, for example, a sponsor of a content to be
broadcast or distributed or the broadcasting company itself
requests distribution of a content for a viewer having a spe-
cific liking or a specific attribute, the PDI-Q generator 41 of
the server 11 generates, at step S11, a PDI-Q for inquiring
about what liking or attribute the user has to the viewer, that
is, to the user of the client 12, in response to operation of the
staff on the provider side.

Example of the Syntax of the XML Schema

Here, an example of the syntax of the XML (Extensible
Markup Language) schema for configuring a PDI-Q and a
PDI-A is described with reference to FIG. 6.

InFIG. 6, the first row indicates a declaration or a definition
for identifying the PDI-Q, and the second row indicates a
name of the entire questions defined as the PDI-Q and a
declaration of the type.

The third to twelfth rows indicate a name and a declaration
of'the type regarding the individual questions declared in the
second row. In particular, the type “IntegerAnswerType” of a
question defined by the name “QIA” in the fifth row indicates
that the question requests an integer value type answer, and
the type “BooleanAnswerType” of the question defined by
the name “QBA” in the sixth row indicates that the question
requests a logical value type answer. Further, the type “Selec-
tionAnswerType” ofthe question defined by the name “QSA”
in the seventh row indicates that the question requests an
answer selection type answer, and the type “TextAnswer-
Type” of the question defined by the name “QTA” in the
eighth row indicates that the question requests a character
column type answer. Further, the type “AnyAnswerlype” of
the question defined by the name “QAA” in the ninth row
indicates that the question does not the type of an answer
thereto.

The thirteenth to 44th rows indicate declarations of ele-
ments of the questions defined by the names “QIA,” “QBA,”
“QSA” and “QTA” from among the questions declared as
described above. Particularly, id elements indicated in the
15th, 24th, 31st and 40th rows indicate IDs (Identifiers) for
identifying items of the questions, and are defined as given
below as a first format:

“common:| category:|question-1D”

In the first format, the term “common” indicates that the
question identified by the id element is a question commonly
defined independently of the provider, and the term “cat-
egory” indicates a category of the question and the term
“question-ID” indicates an identifier of the question. Itisto be
noted that the term “category” may be represented, as occa-
sion demands, in a hierarchical nest structure like:

“common:|category 1 :category2:category3: . . . | question-
1D~
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Further, the id element is defined as given below as a
second format:

“providerName:|category:|question-1D”

In the second format, the term “providerName” indicates a
name of the provider by which the question identified by the
id element is set. Itis to be noted that the term “category” and
the term “question-1D” are similar to those in the first format.

In this manner, the questions defined as the PDI-Q are
distinguished, depending upon the id element, into those
questions independent of the provider which provides con-
tents and common to providers and those questions defined
uniquely by the provider which provides the content.

A question independent of the provider which provide a
content and an answer to the question are hereinafter referred
to suitably as provider common filtering parameter, and a
question defined uniquely by the provider which provides a
content and an answer to the question are hereinafter referred
to suitably as provider unique filtering parameter.

As described above, since the provider common filtering
parameter is defined commonly by providers without depend-
ing upon individual providers, generally the provider com-
mon filtering parameter is provided by a vender, that is, by a
maker or the like, of the client 12. Accordingly, although the
PDI-Q generator 41 in the server 11 can be made so as to be
provided by the provider side, it may otherwise be made so as
to be provided by the vender of the client 12.

It is to be noted that the syntax which configures the PDI-Q
and the PDI-A is not limited to that of the example illustrated
in FIG. 6.

Example of the PDI-Q

Next, an example of the PDI-Q configured based on the
syntax of FIG. 6 is described with reference to FIG. 7.

InFIG. 7, the term “transactional” in the first row is a value
which indicates whether or not a recording/updating process
is to be rolled back. In particular, when the questions, that is,
the question group, defined by the PDI-Q are updated in the
client 12 to which the questions are transmitted, all of the
substance of the items of the PDI-Q may not be recorded/
updated because of some accident such as disk writing error
or interruption of a processing by increase of the processing
load midway of processing for recording/updating the sub-
stance of the items of the PDI-Q into a storage region not
shown of the client 12. If all of the substance of the items of
the PDI-Q is not recorded/updated, then the recording/updat-
ing process may be invalidated, that is, a rollback process may
be carried out, going back to a state just before the recording/
updating of the substance of the items of the PDI-Q. Thus,
whether such rollback process should be carried out is repre-
sented by “transactional.” In the case where “transactional” is
“true,” the PDI-Q is rolled back.

The second to fifth rows define a question for requesting a
logic value type answer, and <id>Common:111</id> in the
third row indicates an id element of the question and <q>Are
you currently employed?</q> in the fourth row indicates the
question itself.

The sixth to ninth rows define a question for requesting an
integer value type answer, and <id>Common:222</id> in the
seventh row indicates an id element of the question and
<g>What is the age of the oldest member of the household
who watches television?</g> in the eighth row indicates the
question itself. It is to be noted that
minlnclusive="10"maxInclusive=“100" in the sixth row
indicates that an answer to the request is restricted to an
integer value from 10 or more to 100 or less.

The tenth to 17th rows define a question for requesting an
answer selection type answer, and <id>ProviderA:123</id>
in the eleventh row indicates an id element of the question and
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<g>In which of the following sports are you most interested?
(Multiple selection allowed)</q> indicates the question
itself. Further, <a>Baseball</a> in the 13th row,
<a>Basketball</a> in the 14th row, <a>Soccer</a> in the
15th row and <a>Hockey</a> in the 16th row individually
indicate choices for an answer to the question. It is to be noted
that minChoice="1" maxChoice="3” in the tenth row indi-
cates that the number of answers to the question is restricted
from one to three from among the choices.

The eighteenth to 24th rows define a question for request-
ing an answer selection type answer, and <id>ProviderA:
ProgramX:123</id> in the 19th row indicates an id element
of the question and <g>Do you enjoy camping and outdoor
recreation? (Only one selection)</q> in the 20th row indi-
cates the question itself. Further, <a>Never</a> in the 21st
row, <a>QOccasionally</a> in the 22nd row and
<a>Frequently</a> in the 23rd row individually indicate the
choices of an answer to the question. It is to be noted that
maxChoice="1" in the 18th row indicates that the number of
answers to the question is restricted to one.

Inthis manner, in the PDI-Q, also candidates for the answer
to the question and restriction conditions for the answer are
defined depending upon the type of the question.

The 25th to 28th rows define a question for requesting a
character column type answer, and <id>ProviderA:321</id>
indicates an id element of the question in the 26th row and
<gq>Who’s products are you most interested in recently?</q>
in the 27th row indicates the question itself.

In the following description, the questions defined by the
PDI-Qin FIG. 7 are referred to as questions of'id elements. In
particular, the question defined in the second to fifth rows is
distinguished as a question of “Common:111” and the ques-
tion defined in the sixth to ninth rows is distinguished as a
question of “Common:222.” Further, the question defined in
the tenth to 17th rows is distinguished as a question of “Pro-
viderA:123,” and the question defined in the 18th to 24th rows
is distinguished as a question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123.”
Furthermore, the question defined in the 25th to 28th rows is
distinguished as a question of “ProviderA:321.”

At this time, the question of “Common:111” and the ques-
tion of “Common:222” are distinguished as the provider
common filtering parameter, and the question of “ProviderA:
123,” question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123” and question
of “ProviderA:321” are distinguished as the provider unique
filtering parameter. For example, the question of “Common:
111~ indicates a question set commonly to providers and
having the identifier “111,” and the question of “ProviderA:
ProgramX:123” indicates a question set by the provider of
“ProviderA” and whose category or program ID is “Pro-
gramX” and identifier is “123.”

Referring back to the flow chart in FIG. 5, at step S12, the
PDI-Q generator 41 of the server 11 transmits the generated
PDI-Q to the client 12 through the transmission section 42
and supplies the PDI-Q to the PDI-A generator 43.

At step S21, the reception section 51 of the client 12
receives the PDI-Q transmitted from the server 11 and sup-
plies the received PDI-Q to the PDI-A generator 52.

It is to be noted that the PDI-Q is received by the client 12,
for example, every time broadcasting or transmission is car-
ried out after a predetermined interval of time from the broad-
casting station as the provider in which the server 11 is
installed. Or, the PDI-Q may be received by the client 12
when the channel is set to that of the broadcasting station in
which the server 11 is installed.

At step S22, the PDI-A generator 52 of the client 12 gen-
erates a PDI-A to the questions defined by the PDI-Q received
by the reception section 51. In particular, if the PDI-Q from
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the server 11 is received, then the PDI-A generator 52 causes
a display section not shown to display a screen image corre-
sponding to each question defined by the PDI-Q and causes
the user or viewer of the client 12 to input or select an answer
to the question so that a PDI-A which indicates the answer to
the question is generated. In particular, the PDI-A generator
52 interacts with the user to generate the PDI-A which indi-
cates the answer to the question defined by the PDI-Q.
Example of the Screen Image Display in Communication
with the User by the PDI-A Generator

Here, an example of screen image display in communica-
tion with the user by the PDI-A generator 52 is described with
reference to FIGS. 8 to 12. It is to be noted that it is assumed
here that the client 12 receives the PDI-Q described with
reference to FIG. 7, and screen images corresponding to the
question group defined by the received PDI-Q are succes-
sively displayed on the display section not shown of the client
12.

FIG. 8 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “Common:111” from among the
questions defined by the PDI-Q described hereinabove with
reference to FIG. 7. In FIG. 8, the question of “Are you
currently employed?” indicated in the fourth row in FIG. 7 is
displayed in a question presentation region 61. Further, the
message of “choose one” for urging the user to input an
answer to the question, a selection button 62-1 for urging the
user to select “Yes™ as the answer to the question and another
selection button 62-2 for urging the user to select “No” as the
answer to the question are displayed.

FIG. 9 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “Common:222” from among the
questions defined by the PDI-Q described hereinabove with
referenceto FIG. 7. In FIG. 9, the question of “What is the age
of the oldest member of the household who watches televi-
sion?” indicated in the eighth row in FIG. 7 is displayed in a
question presentation region 71. Further, a message “enter
age” for urging the user to input an answer to the question and
an answer inputting region 72 for urging the user to input an
integer value as the answer to the question are displayed.

FIG. 10 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “ProviderA:123” from among the
questions defined by the PDI-Q described hereinabove with
reference to FIG. 7. In FIG. 10, the question of “In which of
the following sports are you most interested? (Multiple selec-
tion allowed)” indicated in the twelfth row in FIG. 7 is dis-
played in a question presentation region 81. Further, the mes-
sage of “choose one to three answers” for urging the user to
input an answer to the question and selection buttons 82-1 to
82-4 for urging the user to select the choices of “Baseball,”
“Basketball,” “Soccer” and “Hockey” as the answer to the
question are displayed.

FIG. 11 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123” from
among the questions defined by the PDI-Q described herein-
above with reference to FIG. 7. In FIG. 11, the question of
“Do you enjoy camping and outdoor recreation? (Only one
selection)” indicated in the 20th row in FIG. 7 is displayed in
a question presentation region 91. Further, the message of
“choose one” for urging the user to input an answer to the
question and selection buttons 92-1 to 92-3 for urging the user
to select the choices of “Never,” “Occasionally” and “Fre-
quently” as the answer to the question are displayed.

FIG. 12 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “ProviderA:321” from among the
questions defined by the PDI-Q described with reference to
FIG. 7. In FIG. 12, the question of “Who’s products are you
most interested in recently?” indicated in the 27th row in FIG.
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7 is displayed in a question presentation region 101. Further,
the message of “write anything” for urging the user to input an
answer to the question and an answer inputting region 102 for
urging the user to input a character string as the answer to the
question are displayed.

In this manner, the PDI-A generator 52 urges the user to
input or select an answer to the questions defined by the
PDI-Q in accordance with the screen image display described
with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12 so that the PDI-A correspond-
ing to the PDI-Q is generated.

It is to be noted that the screen image display described
with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12 may be carried out just after
the PDI-Q is received or may be carried out when, after the
PDI-Q is received and retained into the storage section not
shown, an instruction to display a setting screen image is
issued by the user.

Example of the PDI-A

Here, an example of the PDI-A generated by the PDI-A
generator 52 is described with reference to FIG. 13. The
PDI-A shown in FIG. 13 is generated based on selection or
inputting of answers by the user to the screen image display
described with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12.

In particular, the second to fifth rows indicate an answer of
the user to the question presented by the screen image display
described hereinabove with reference to FIG. 8. In particular,
<id>Common:111</id> in the third row indicates an id ele-
ment of the question presented by the screen image display
described with reference to FIG. 8, and <a>true</a> in the
fourth row indicates that the selection button 62-1 for the
answer of “Yes” in the displaying screen image in FIG. 8 is
selected as the answer to the question by the user.

The sixth to ninth rows indicate an answer of the user to the
question presented by the screen image display described
with reference to FIG. 9. In particular, <id>Common:222</
id> in the seventh row indicates an id element of the question
presented by the screen image display in FIG. 9, and <a>34</
a> in the eighth row indicates that an integer value “34” is
inputted as the answer to the question by the user to the
answer inputting region 72 in the screen image display in
FIG. 9.

The tenth to 15th rows indicate an answer of the user to the
question presented by the screen image display described
hereinabove with reference to FIG. 10. In particular,
<id>ProviderA:123</id> in the eleventh row indicates an id
element of the question presented by the screen image display
in FIG. 10, and <a>Baseball</a> in the 12th row,
<a>Soccer</a> in the 13th row and <a>Hockey</a> in the
14th row indicate that the selection buttons 82-1, 82-3 and
82-4 are selected as the answer to the question by the user in
the screen display in FIG. 10, respectively.

The 16th to 19th rows indicate an answer of the user to the
question presented by the screen image display described
hereinabove with reference to FIG. 11. In particular,
<id>ProviderA:ProgramX:123</id> in the 17th row indi-
cates an id element of the question presented by the screen
image display in FIG. 11, and <a>Occasionally</a> in the
18th row indicates that the selection button 92-2 is selected as
the answer to the question by the user in the screen image
display in FIG. 11.

The 20th to 23rd rows indicate an answer of the user to the
question presented by the screen image display described
hereinabove with reference to FIG. 12. In particular,
<id>ProviderA:321</id> on the 21st row indicates the id
element of the question presented by the screen image display
of FIG. 12. Meanwhile, <a>Somy=</a> on the 22nd row indi-
cates that “Somy” is inputted as a character string to the
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answer inputting region 102 on the screen image display of
FIG. 12 by the user as an answer to the question.

The PDI-A generator 52 supplies the PDI-A generated in
this manner to the PDI-A storage section 53 so as to be stored.
The PDI-A stored in the PDI-A storage section 53 is used
when the content distributed from the server 11 conforms to
the liking of the user of the client 12 as hereinafter described.

Referring back to the flow chart of FIG. 5, at step S13, the
PDI-A generator 43 of the server 11 generates a PDI-A to the
questions defined in the PDI-Q from the PDI-Q generator 41
and supplies the generated PDI-A to the metadata distributor
44. More particularly, if a PDI-Q is generated by an operation
of the staff of the broadcasting station or provider side, then
the PDI-A generator 43 causes the display section not shown
to display such screen images which correspond to the ques-
tions defined in the PDI-Q as described hereinabove with
reference to FIGS. 8 to 12. Then, the PDI-A generator 43
causes the staff of the broadcasting station to input or select
answers to the questions to generate a PDI-A representative
of the answers. At this time, the staff of the broadcasting
station would input or select answers corresponding to the
content to be distributed as answers to the questions defined in
the PDI-Q. In other words, the PDI-A generated by the PDI-A
generator 43 represents information, that is, answers, gener-
ated by the provider side taking the liking of the user or viewer
of'the client 12 into consideration, for allowing the viewer to
enjoy a content to be distributed later.

At step S14, the metadata distributor 44 specifies or refers
to a content corresponding to the PDI-A from among the
contents accumulated in the content accumulation section 45
based on the PDI-A from the PDI-A generator 43. The content
specified here may be a content with regard to which the
similarity between the PDI-A from the PDI-A generator 43
and the content metadata applied in advance to the accumu-
lated content is higher than a predetermined value or may be
a content selected in advance as a content desirable to be
viewed by the user by the staff of the broadcasting station. It
is to be noted that the content specified by the metadata
distributor 44 is acquired from the content accumulation sec-
tion 45 by the content distributor 46.

At step S15, the metadata distributor 44 newly generates,
based on the content metadata applied in advance to the
content specified at step S15 and the PDI-A from the PDI-A
generator 43, content metadata including the PDI-A.

At step S16, the transmission section 42 distributes the
content acquired by the content distributor 46 together with
the content metadata generated by the metadata distributor
44. At this time, as the content metadata, content metadata
prescribed by a standardization organization may be trans-
mitted in addition to the content metadata generated by the
metadata distributor 44.

In this manner, a content whose content metadata includes
a PDI-A representative of answers intended by the provider
side as the answers to the questions defined in the PDI-Q, or
in other words, a content which conforms to the liking of the
user and whose viewing is expected by the provider side, is
distributed.

It is to be noted that the processes at steps S13 to S16 need
not be executed immediately after the process at step S12, but
may be executed before a PDI-A is generated and stored in the
client 12 owned by each user.

Further, while, at step S16, the content is distributed
together with the content metadata, the content may not be
distributed together with the content metadata, but after the
content metadata including the PDI-A is transmitted in
advance to the client 12, the content corresponding to the
content metadata may be distributed.
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After the content and the content metadata are distributed
from the server 11 in this manner, at step S23, the reception
section 51 of the client 12 receives the content and the content
metadata distributed from the server 11 and supplies them to
the content filter 54.

At step S24, the content filter 54 carries out matching
between the PDI-A stored in the PDI-A storage section 53 and
the PDI-A included in the content metadata from the server
11. It is to be noted that, in order to distinguish the PDI-A
stored in the PDI-A storage section 53 and the PDI-A
included in the content metadata from the server 11 from each
other, the former is hereinafter referred to as user side PDI-A
and the latter is hereinafter referred to as provider side PDI-A.
Example of the Matching Process by the Content Filter

Here, it is assumed that the PDI-A described hereinabove
with reference to FIG. 13 is generated and stored as the user
side PDI-A and the PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 14 is transmitted
as the provider side PDI-A from the server 11.

The provider side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 14 has a basi-
cally similar configuration to that of the user side PDI-A
illustrated in FIG. 13, and therefore, overlapping description
of the provider side PDI-A is omitted herein to avoid redun-
dancy. However, the provider side PDI-A illustrated in FIG.
14 indicates that “false” is selected as an answer to the ques-
tion of “Common:111” and “Baseball” is selected as an
answer to the question of “ProviderA:123” and besides
“Never” is selected as an answer to the question of “Pro-
viderA:ProgramX:123>

At this time, the content filter 54 compares the user side
PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A with each other. Then, if
the user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A exhibit
coincidence with regard the answers to at least one question,
then the content filter 54 decides that the user side PDI-A and
the provider side PDI-A match with each other. However, if
the user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A exhibit no
coincidence with regard to the answers to any question, then
the content filter 54 decides that the user side PDI-A and the
provider side PDI-A do not match with each other. In the
present case, the answer to the question of “ProviderA:123”
in the user side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 13 and the answer to
the question of “ProviderA:123” in the provider side PDI-A
illustrated in FIG. 14 coincide with each other in that both of
them include “Baseball.” Therefore, it is decided that the user
side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A match with each
other.

Then, it is assumed that a PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 15 is
transmitted as the provider side PDI-A from the server 11.

The provider side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 15 indicates
that “Basketball” is selected as an answer to the question of
“ProviderA:123” and “Never” is selected as an answer to the
question of “ProviderA:123.”

In this instance, since the answers to the questions in the
user side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 13 and the answers to the
questions in the provider side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 15 do
not coincide with each other at all, it is decided that the user
side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A do not match with
each other.

The content filter 54 carries out the matching process
between the user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A in
this manner.

At step S25, the content filter 54 decides whether or not the
user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A match with each
other. If it is decided at step S25 that the user side PDI-A and
the provider side PDI-A match with each other, then the
content filter 54 decides that the content distributed from the
server 11 conforms to the liking of the user or viewer of the
client 12. Thus, the content filter 54 supplies the content to the
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content reproduction section 55 or the content accumulation
section 56, and then the processing advances to step S26.

If the content distributed from the server 11 is supplied
from the content filter 54 to the content reproduction section
55, then the content reproduction section 55 reproduces the
content at step S26. On the other hand, if the content distrib-
uted from the server 11 is supplied from the content filter 54
to the content accumulation section 56, then the content accu-
mulation section 56 accumulates or records the content at step
S26. The accumulated content is suitably supplied to and
reproduced by the content reproduction section 55 in
response to an operation instruction of the user.

On the other hand, if it is decided at step S25 that the user
side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A do not match with
each other, then the content filter 54 decides that the content
distributed from the server 11 does not conform to the liking
of the user or viewer of the client 12. Then, the content filter
54 abandons or deletes the content, and the processing is
ended.

According to the process described above, in the broad-
casting system, on the provider side, the server generates a
PDI-Q representative of questions regarding the liking of the
user, and the PDI-Q is transmitted to the client terminal.
Further, a provider side PDI-A representative of answers set
by the provider side to the PDI-Q is distributed as metadata of
the corresponding content. Consequently, as content meta-
data, content metadata in accordance with needs at the time
other than content metadata prescribed by a standardization
organization can be applied to a content. On the other hand,
on the user side, the client terminal generates a user side
PDI-A representative of answers of the user to the PDI-Q
from the server. Then, matching between the generated user
side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A from the server is
carried out to determine whether or not the content distributed
from the server should be acquired. Consequently, a content
can be filtered with content metadata which satisfies needs at
the time other than content metadata prescribed by a stan-
dardization organization. Accordingly, a content which satis-
fies current needs can be acquired.

Itis to be noted that, while, in the foregoing description, the
client 12 carries out matching between the PDI-As on the real
time basis upon distribution of a content from the server 11,
all contents may be accumulated upon distribution of such
contents from the server 11. In this instance, matching
between the PDI-As may be carried out on the background of
the processing such that a content corresponding to a matched
PDI-A, that is, a matched provider side PDI-A, from among
the accumulated contents is reproduced or a content which
corresponds to any PDI-A which does not match is deleted.

Further, in the foregoing description, the content filter 54
compares a user side PDI-A and a provider side PDI-A rep-
resented as instances, and matching between the user side
PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A is carried out depending
upon whether or not answers to at least one question coincide
with each other. However, the user side PDI-A and the pro-
vider side PDI-A may be compared with each other by rep-
resenting one of the user side PDI-A and the provider side
PDI-A as a query for evaluating the PDI-A.

In the following, a configuration for comparing a user side
PDI-A and a provider side PDI-A with each other by repre-
senting one of the user side PDI-A and the provider side
PDI-A as a query is described.

Example 1 of the Matching Process by an Query for Evalu-
ating a PDI-A

First, a configuration for representing a provider side
PDI-A as a query and comparing a user side PDI-A and the
provider side PDI-A with each other is described.
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FIG. 16 shows an example of a functional configuration of
the server 11 which represents a provider side PDI-A as a
query.

Referring to FIG. 16, the server 11 shown includes a PDI-Q
generator 41, a transmission section 42, a content accumula-
tion section 45, a content distributor 46, a PDI-A query gen-
erator 111 and a metadata distributor 112.

It is to be noted that, in the server 11 of FIG. 16, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided in the server 11 of FIG. 3 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the server 11 of FIG. 16 is different from the
server 11 of FIG. 3 in that it includes the PDI-A query gen-
erator 111 and the metadata distributor 112 in place of the
PDI-A generator 43 and the metadata distributor 44.

The PDI-A query generator 111 generates, based on a
PDI-Q from the PDI-Q generator 41, a PDI-A corresponding
to the PDI-Q, that is, a provider side PDI-A, applies the
generated provider side PDI-A to a predetermined condi-
tional statement to generate a PDI-A query and supplies the
PDI-A query to the metadata distributor 112.

The metadata distributor 112 specifies or refers to, based
on the PDI-A query from the PDI-A query generator 111, a
content corresponding to the PDI-A query from among con-
tents accumulated in the content accumulation section 45.
The metadata distributor 112 generates content metadata
including the PDI-A query as content metadata of the speci-
fied content and transmits the generated content metadata to
the client 12 through the transmission section 42.

In the client 12 in the present example, the content filter 54
shown in FIG. 4 reads out a PDI-A, that is, a user side PDI-A,
from the PDI-A storage section 53, and filters the content
based on the read out user side PDI-A and the PDI-A query
included in the content metadata transmitted from the server
11 to the client 12. Except this, the client 12 is same as the
client 12 of FIG. 4, and therefore, overlapping description of
the same is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

Now, content transmission and reception processes of the
broadcasting system 10 which includes the server 11 of FIG.
16 are described with reference to a flow chart of FIG. 17.

It is to be noted that processes at steps S31, S32, S36, S41
to S43, S45 and S46 of the flow chart of FIG. 17 are basically
similar to the processes at steps S11, S12, S16, S21 to S23,
S25 and S26 of the flow chart of FIG. 5, respectively. There-
fore, overlapping description of them is omitted herein to
avoid redundancy.

Inparticular, at step S33, the PDI-A query generator 111 of
the server 11 generates a provider side PDI-A to questions
defined by the PDI-Q from the PDI-Q generator 41 and
applies the generated provider side PDI-A to a predetermined
conditional statement to generate a PDI-A query. Then, the
PDI-A query generator 111 supplies the generated PDI-A
query to the metadata distributor 112. In particular, for
example, if a PDI-Q is generated by an operation of staff of a
broadcasting station, that is, the provider side, then the PDI-A
query generator 111 causes the display section not shown to
successively display such screen images corresponding to the
questions defined by the PDI-Q as described hereinabove
with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12. Then, the PDI-A query
generator 111 causes the staff of the broadcasting station to
input or select answers to the questions and causes the staffto
determine a combination of the answers, that is, a filtering
condition, to generate a PDI-A query representative of the
combination of the answers. At this time, the staff of the
broadcasting station would input or select answers corre-
sponding to a content to be distributed as answers to the
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questions defined in the PDI-Q and then determine a combi-
nation of the answers. In other words, the PDI-A query gen-
erated by the PDI-A query generator 111 represents informa-
tion, that is, a combination of answers, generated by the
provider side taking a liking of a user or viewer of the client
12 into consideration, for allowing the viewer to enjoy a
content to be distributed later.

Atstep S34, the metadata distributor 112 specifies or refers
to, based on the PDI-A query from the PDI-A query generator
111, a content corresponding to the PDI-A query from among
the contents accumulated in the content accumulation section
45. The content specified here may be a content with regard to
which the similarity between the PDI-A query from the
PDI-A query generator 111 and the content metadata applied
in advance to the accumulated content is higher than a pre-
determined value or may be a content selected in advance as
a content desirable to be enjoyed by the user by the staff of the
broadcasting station. It is to be noted that the content specified
by the metadata distributor 112 is acquired from the content
accumulation section 45 by the content distributor 46.

At step S35, the metadata distributor 112 newly generates,
based on the content metadata applied in advance to the
content specified at step S34 and the PDI-A query from the
PDI-A query generator 111, content metadata including the
PDI-A query.

Then, at step S44, the content filter 54 of the client 12
carries out matching of the PDI-A stored in the PDI-A storage
section 53 based on the PDI-A query included in the content
metadata from the server 11.

Here, it is assumed that the PDI-A described hereinabove
with reference to FIG. 13 is generated and stored as the user
side PDI-A and a PDI-A query indicated below has been
transmitted from the server 11.

“/IQBA[id="Common:111° and a=‘true’] and //QSA
[id=‘ProviderA:123” and a=*Baseball’]”

The PDI-A query given above indicates that the user side
PDI-A evaluates whether “true” is selected as the answer to
the question of “Common:111” and “Baseball” is selected as
an answer to the question of “ProviderA:123.”

At this time, the content filter 54 evaluates the user side
PDI-Abased onthe PDI-A query. Then, ifthe user side PDI-A
satisfies the PDI-A query, that s, is true, then the content filter
54 decides that the user side PDI-A and the PDI-A query
match with each other, but if the PDI-A query is not satisfied,
that is, is false, then the content filter 54 decides that the user
side PDI-A and the PDI-A query do not match with each
other. In this instance, in the user side PDI-A illustrated in
FIG. 13, since “true” is selected as an answer to the question
of “Common:111” and besides “Baseball” is selected as an
answer to the question of “ProviderA:123,” it is decided that
the user side PDI-A and the PDI-A query match with each
other.

Since a more complicated filtering condition is represented
by a PDI-A query set by the provider side in this manner, the
provider side can allow a user or viewer who is expected to
view a content by the provider to acquire a content.
Example 2 of the Matching Process by a Query for Evaluating
a PDI-A

Now, a configuration which represents a user side PDI-A as
a query to compare the user side PDI-A and a provider side
PDI-A with each other is described.

FIG. 18 shows an example of a functional configuration of
the client 12 which represents a user side PDI-A as a query.

The client 12 of FIG. 18 includes a reception section 51, a
content filter 54, a content reproduction section 55, a content
accumulation section 56, a PDI-A query generator 131, and a
PDI-A query storage section 132.
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It is to be noted that, in the client 12 of FIG. 18, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided in the client 12 of FIG. 4 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the client 12 of FIG. 18 is different from the
client 12 of FIG. 4 in that it includes the PDI-A query gen-
erator 131 and the PDI-A query storage section 132 in place
of'the PDI-A generator 52 and the PDI-A storage section 53.

The PDI-A query generator 131 generates, based on a
PDI-Q transmitted thereto from the server 11, a PDI-A, that
is, a user side PDI-A, corresponding to the PDI-Q and repre-
sentative of answers of a user to questions about the liking of
the user of the client 12. Then, the PDI-A query generator 131
applies the generated user side PDI-A to a predetermined
conditional statement to generate a PDI-A query and supplies
the generated PDI-A query to the PDI-A query storage sec-
tion 132.

The PDI-A query storage section 132 stores the PDI-A
query from the PDI-A query generator 131. The PDI-A query
stored in the PDI-A query storage section 132 is read out
suitably into the content filter 54.

Itis to be noted that the content filter 54 of FIG. 18 reads out
the PDI-A query from the PDI-A storage section 53 and filters
the content based on the read out PDI-A query and the pro-
vider side PDI-A included in the content metadata transmit-
ted thereto from the server 11.

The server 11 in the present example is same as the server
11 shown in FIG. 3, and therefore, overlapping description
thereof is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

Now, content transmission and reception processes of the
broadcasting system 10 which includes the client 12 of FIG.
18 are described with reference to a flow chart of FIG. 19.

Itis to be noted that processes at steps S51 to S61, S63, S65
and S66 of the flow chart of FIG. 19 are basically similar to the
processes at steps S11 to S21, S23, S25 and S26, respectively,
and therefore, overlapping description of them is omitted
herein to avoid redundancy.

Inparticular, at step S62, the PDI-A query generator 131 of
the client 12 generates a user side PDI-A to questions defined
in a PDI-Q received by the reception section 51 and applies
the generated user side PDI-A to a predetermined conditional
statement to generate a PDI-A query. In particular, for
example, when a PDI-Q is received from a broadcasting
station, the PDI-A query generator 131 causes the display
section not shown to display such screen images which cor-
respond to the question defined in the PDI-Q as described
hereinabove with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12. Then, the PDI-A
query generator 131 causes the user or viewer of the client 12
to input or select answers to the questions and causes the user
to determine a combination or filtering condition of the
answers to generate a PDI-A query representative of the com-
bination of the answers. In other words, the PDI-A query
generator 131 interacts with the user to generate a PDI-A
query representative of the combination of answers to the
questions defined by the PDI-Q.

Then at step S64, the content filter 54 carries out matching
of the provider side PDI-A included in the content metadata
from the server 11 based on the PDI-A query stored in the
PDI-A query storage section 132.

Here, it is assumed that the PDI-A described hereinabove
with reference to FIG. 14 is transmitted as the provider side
PDI-A from the server 11 and a PDI-A query given below is
generated and stored.

“//IQBA[id="Common:111’ and a=‘false’] and //QSA
[id=‘ProviderA:123” and a="Baseball’]”
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The PDI-A query given above indicates that the provider
side PDI-A evaluates whether “false” is selected as the
answer to the question of “Common:111” and “Baseball” is
selected as an answer to the question of “ProviderA:123.”

Atthis time, the content filter 54 evaluates the provider side
PDI-A based on the PDI-A query. Then, if the provider side
PDI-A satisfies the PDI-A query, that is, is true, then the
content filter 54 decides that the provider side PDI-A and the
PDI-A query match with each other, but if the PDI-A query is
not satisfied, that is, is false, then the content filter 54 decides
that the provider side PDI-A and the PDI-A query do not
match with each other. In this instance, in the provider side
PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 14, since “false” is selected as an
answer to the question of “Common:111” and besides “Base-
ball” is selected as an answer to the question of “ProviderA:
123,” it is decided that the provider side PDI-A and the PDI-A
query match with each other.

Since a more complicated filtering condition is represented
by a PDI-A query set by the user side in this manner, it is
possible to allow the user side to acquire a content expected
thereby with a higher degree of certainty.

Incidentally, although the present invention can be applied
to a broadcasting system which broadcasts a digital television
program, as an example, the present invention can be applied
to a broadcasting system which broadcasts in accordance
with the ATSC-M/H (Mobile/Handheld) method which is an
expanded method of the ATSC (Advanced Television Stan-
dard Committee) method to mobile communication.
Application Example to a Broadcasting System Which
Broadcasts by the ATSC-M/H Method

FIG. 20 shows an example of a configuration of a broad-
casting system which broadcasts digital television programs
of the ATSC method and the ATSC-M/H method in related
arts.

The broadcasting system of FIG. 20 corresponds to the
server 11 of the broadcasting system 10 of FIG. 1 and includes
an ATSC Legacy System 151, an ATSC M/H System 152, an
M/H Framing 153 and an RF/Transmission System 154.

The ATSC Legacy System 151 signals a broadcasting
stream in the form of an MPEG2-TS (Moving Picture Experts
Group 2 Transport Stream) in accordance with the ATSC
method in related arts. The ATSC M/H System 152 signals a
broadcasting stream of IP packets in accordance with the
ATSC-M/H method. Control Data 152a of the ATSC M/H
System 152 is control information regarding a broadcasting
stream (A/V (Audio/Video) content) to be signaled from the
ATSC M/H System 152.

Broadcasting streams described above are multiplexed by
the M/H Framing 153 and transmitted as a carrier by the
RF/Transmission System 154. It is to be noted that descrip-
tion of details of functions of the blocks mentioned is omitted
herein because they are described in the ATSC standards.

FIG. 21 illustrates a protocol stack of a signal of a broad-
casting wave transmitted in accordance with the ATSC-M/H
method.

Although detailed description is omitted, one of the highest
hierarchies is “Service Guide” and prescribes metadata of a
content to be provided in accordance with the ATSC-M/H
method. The Control Data 152« illustrated in FIG. 20 is
transmitted as content metadata (hereinafter referred to
merely as Service Guide) prescribed by “Service Guide.” In
particular, in the broadcasting system of FIG. 20, a PDI-A,
that is, a provider side PDI-A, a PDI-A query or a PDI-Q
transmitted from the server 11 to the client 12 in the broad-
casting system 10 described hereinabove is placed in and
transmitted together with the Service Guide.
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It is to be noted that a lower hierarchy “FLLUTE” adjacent
to the “Service Guide” and a lower hierarchy “ALC” adjacent
to the “FLUTE” are hierarchies for transferring the Service
Guide packetized in accordance with the UDP/IP (User Data-
gram Protocol/Internet Protocol).

As specifications ofthe Service Guide, a data configuration
illustrated in FIG. 22 is prescribed by the OMA (Open Mobile
Alliance). It is to be noted that description of details of the
configuration of the Service Guide illustrated in FIG. 22 is
omitted herein because it is prescribed in ““Service Guide for
Mobile Broadcast Services,” Open Mobile Alliance, OMA-
TSBCAST_ServiceGuide-V1__0, Candidate Version 1.0.”

The PDI-A, that is, the provider side PDI-A, or the PDI-A
query, is placed into at least one of a “Service” fragment, a
“Schedule” fragment and a “Content” fragment among com-
ponents of the Service Guide illustrated in FIG. 22.

The “Service” fragment is metadata including control
information regarding the substance of a channel service, and
FIG. 23 illustrates details of a configuration of the “Service”
fragment. A PDI-A or a PDI-A query is placed into a “Priva-
teExt” element prescribed on the lowest stage of the “Ser-
vice” fragment illustrated in FIG. 23 by newly adding a “PDI-
A” element to the “PrivateExt” element. More particularly,
for example, the “PDI-A” element is represented by a char-
acter string as <xs:element name="PDI-A” type="xs:string”
xmlns:xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLschema”/> in
accordance with the XML schema and is then encoded.

The “Schedule” fragment is metadata including control
information regarding a distribution schedule of a content,
that is, a digital television program, and FIG. 24 illustrates
details of a configuration of the “Schedule” fragment. A
PDI-A or a PDI-A query is placed into a “PrivateExt” element
prescribed on the lowest stage of the “Schedule” fragment
illustrated in FIG. 24 by newly adding a “PDI-A” element to
the “PrivateExt” element. More particularly, for example, the
“PDI-A” element is represented by a character string as <xs:
element name="PDI-A” type="xs:string” xmlns:xs="http://
www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLschema™/> in accordance with the
XML schema and is then encoded.

The “Content” fragment is metadata including control
information regarding the substance of a content, that is, a
digital television program, and FIG. 25 illustrates details of a
configuration of the “Content” fragment. A PDI-A or a PDI-A
query is placed into a “PrivateExt” element prescribed on the
lowest stage of the “Content” fragment illustrated in FIG. 25
by newly adding a “PDI-A” element to the “PrivateExt” ele-
ment. More particularly, for example, the “PDI-A” element is
represented by a character string as <xs:element name="PDI-
A” type=“xs:string” xmlns:xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/
XMLschema”/> in accordance with the XML schema and is
then encoded.

Meanwhile, the PDI-Q is placed into “Interactivity Data”
from among the components of the Service Guide illustrated
in FIG. 22.

The “Interactivity Data” fragment is metadata regarding an
application regarding a channel service or a content, that is, a
digital television program, and FIG. 26 illustrates details of a
configuration of the “Interactivity Data” fragment. A PDI-Q
is placed into a “PrivateExt” element prescribed on the lowest
stage of the “Interactivity Data” fragment illustrated in FIG.
26 by newly adding a “PDI-QQ” element to the “PrivateExt”
element. More particularly, the “PDI-Q” element is repre-
sented by a character string as <xs:element name="PDI-Q”
type="xs:string” xmlns:xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/
XMLschema”/> in accordance with the XML schema and is
then encoded.
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While the foregoing description relates to an example
wherein the present invention is applied to a broadcasting
system which broadcasts in accordance with the ATSC-M/H
method, the present invention can be applied also to a broad-
casting system which carries out NRT (Non-Real Time)
broadcasting in accordance with the ATSC system in related
arts. Since the NRT broadcasting does not assume viewing of
a content on the real time basis, there is no necessity to
reproduce a content in synchronism with the broadcasting
time of the content broadcast as data in the form of a broad-
casting signal.

Application Example to a Broadcasting System which Car-
ries Out NRT Broadcasting

FIG. 27 illustrates a protocol stack of a signal of a broad-
casting wave transmitted by NRT broadcasting.

Although detailed description is omitted, the lowermost
layer is “Physical Layer” and corresponds to a frequency
band of a broadcasting wave. An upper layer adjacent to the
“Physical Layer” is “MPEG2-TS” and corresponds to a
broadcasting stream broadcast as a broadcasting wave.

“ATSC-PSIP (Program and System Information Protocol)”
and “MPEG2-PSI (Program Specific Information)” are illus-
trated as higher layers adjacent to “MPEG2-TS.” “ATSC-
PSIP” is a layer having TVCT, and “MPEG2-PSI” is a layer
having PAT (Program Association Table) and PMT (Program
Map Table).

Meanwhile, “DSM-CC (Digital Storage Media Command
and Control) Addressable Section” is indicated as an upper
layer adjacent to “MPEG2-TS.” “DSM-CC Addressable Sec-
tion” is used as an adaptation layer for transferring an IP
packet on MPEG2-TS of a broadcasting stream.

FIG. 28 illustrates a data structure of TVCT, PAT, PMT and
DSM-CC Addressable Section. In TVCT, control informa-
tion regarding a broadcasting stream to be broadcast by
MPEG2-TS is described, and an MPEG2-TS by which DSM-
CC Addressable Section for transferring an IP packet stream
(UDP/IP Packet) is specified based on TVCT.

Referring back to FIG. 27, “IP” is indicated as an upper
layer adjacent to “DSM-CC Addressable Section,” and
“UDP” is indicated as a further higher layer adjacent to “IP.”

“Service Signaling Channel” and “FLUTE/ALC (File
Delivery over Unidirectional Transport/Asynchronous Lay-
ered Coding Protocol)” are indicated as higher layers adja-
cent to “UDP.” “Service Signaling Channel” is a layer having
SMT (Service Map Table) and NRT-IT (NRT Information
Table). “FLUTE Session” is indicated as a higher layer adja-
cent to “FLUTE/ALC” “FLUTE Session” is a layer having
FLUTE-FDT (File Delivery Table) and A/V File.

FIG. 29 illustrates a data structure of SMT, NRT-IT and
FLUTE FDT. SMT describes metadata regarding a channel,
and NRT-IT described metadata regarding a content. SMT
and NRT-IT are transferred by “Service Signaling Channel”
described hereinabove. FLUTE FDT describes information
for identifying A/V files. It is to be noted that an A/V file is
transferred by “FLUTE/ALC.”

Here, in a broadcasting system which carries out NRT
broadcasting, a PDI-A, that is, a provider side PDI-A, a
PDI-A query or a PDI-Q to be transmitted from the server 11
to the client 12 in the broadcasting system 10 described here-
inabove is placed into and transmitted together with SMT or
NRT-IT.

In particular, in the case where filtering of a content to be
distributed is carried out in a unit of a channel or broadcasting
station, “PDI descriptor” into which the PDI-A, PDI-A query
or PDI-Q is to be placed is prescribed newly in the descriptor
loop (“Service #1” in FIG. 29) of the service level of SMT.
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On the other hand, in the case where filtering of a content to
be distributed is carried out in a unit of a content, “PDI
descriptor” into which the PDI-A, PDI-A query or PDI-Qis to
be placed is prescribed newly in the descriptor loop (“Content
#1” in FIG. 29) of the service level of NRT-IT.

FIG. 30 illustrates an example of the syntax of “PDI
descriptor.” In FIG. 30, each of descriptors to be described is
defined together with a bit number (No. of Bits) and a format
(Format).

According to the syntax illustrated in FIG. 30, a PDI-A, a
PDI-A query or a PDI-Q is described in a descriptor of vari-
able bits, that is, in “PDI_Q or PDI_A or PDI_A_Query.”

It is to be noted that the syntax of “PDI descriptor” is not
limited to the example illustrated in FIG. 30.

In this manner, the present invention can be applied also to
a broadcasting system which carries out NRT broadcasting.

It is to be noted that naturally the present invention may be
applied also to a broadcasting system which broadcasts in
accordance with the ATSC-M/H method described herein-
above and a broadcasting system which carries out NRT
broadcasting in accordance with a method other than an exist-
ing broadcasting system.

Incidentally, in the broadcasting system 10 described
above, the client 12 interacts with a user through screen image
display corresponding to questions defined in a PDI-Q from
the server 11 to generate user side PDI-A. If questions set or
generated on the provider side have simple substance, then
the client 12 can interact with the user through the screen
image display described hereinabove with reference to FIGS.
8 to 12. However, a question set by the provider side has the
substance which requires high interactivity such as, for
example, the substance which involves complicated condi-
tional branching by selection of the user, there is the possi-
bility that sufficient interaction with the user may not be
carried out with such screen image display as described here-
inabove with reference to FIGS. 8 to 12. In such a case, since
a PDI-A which reflects the liking of the user with a high
degree of accuracy cannot be generated, an accurate filtering
condition cannot be obtained. As a result, a content which
satisfies needs in this instance cannot be acquired.

Therefore, in the following, embodiments regarding a
broadcasting system which can sufficiently carry out interac-
tion with a user even if a question set by the provider side has
the substance which requires a high degree of interactivity are
described.

2. Second Embodiment

Example of the Functional Configuration of the
Server

First, an example of a functional configuration of the server
11 in the broadcasting system 10 which executes a script to
carry out an interaction with a user is described with reference
to FIG. 31.

The server 11 of FIG. 31 includes a transmission section
42, a metadata distributor 44, a content accumulation section
45, a content distributor 46, a PDI-S generator 311 and a
PDI-S execution section 312.

It is to be noted that, in the server 11 of FIG. 31, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided in the server 11 of FIG. 3 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the server 11 of FIG. 31 is different from the
server 11 of FIG. 3 in that it includes the PDI-S generator 311
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and the PDI-S execution section 312 in place of the PDI-Q
generator 41 and the PDI-A generator 43.

The PDI-S generator 311 generates a PDI-S (Preference
Demographic and Interest-Script) which is a script for obtain-
ing a user side PDI-A representative of answers of a user or
viewer of the client 12 to questions regarding the liking of the
user. Then, the PDI-S generator 311 transmits the generated
PDI-S to the client 12 through the transmission section 42 and
supplies the PDI-S to the PDI-S execution section 312. The
PDI-S includes a Web browser, other applications and so
forth.

The PDI-S execution section 312 executes the PDI-S from
the PDI-S generator 311 to generate a provider side PDI-A
representative of an answer set by the provider side to the
questions regarding the liking of the user of the client 12, and
supplies the generated provider side PDI-A to the metadata
distributor 44.

Example of the Functional Configuration of the Client

Now, an example of a functional configuration of the client
12 in the broadcasting system 10 wherein a script is executed
to carry out an interaction with the user is described with
reference to FIG. 32.

The client 12 of FIG. 32 includes a reception section 51, a
PDI-A storage section 53, a content filter 54, a content repro-
duction section 55, a content accumulation section 56, a
PDI-S execution section 321 and a log information storage
section 322.

It is to be noted that, in the client 12 of FIG. 32, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided in the client 12 of FIG. 4 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the client 12 of FIG. 32 is different from the
client 12 of FIG. 4 in that the PDI-S execution section 321 is
provided in place of the PDI-A generator 52 and the log
information storage section 322 is provided newly.

The PDI-S execution section 321 executes the PDI-S trans-
mitted from the server 11 to generate a user side PDI-A
representative of answers of the user to questions regarding
the liking of the user of the client 12, and supplies the gener-
ated user side PDI-A to the PDI-A storage section 53. The
PDI-S execution section 321 executes the PDI-S based on log
information hereinafter described as occasion demands.

The log information storage section 322 has stored therein
log information representative of a behavior log of the user
who owns the client 12. The log information stored in the log
information storage section 322 is read out to the PDI-S
execution section 321 as occasion demands.

Example of the Content Transmission and Reception Pro-
cesses

Content transmission and reception processes of the broad-
casting system 10 configured from the server 11 of FIG. 31
and the client 12 of FIG. 32 are described below with refer-
ence to a flow chart of FIG. 33.

It is to be noted that processes at steps S114 to S116 and
S123 to S126 of the flow chart of FIG. 33 are basically similar
to the processes at steps S14 to S16 and S23 to S26 ofthe flow
chart of FIG. 5, respectively, and therefore, overlapping
description of them is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, if, on the provider side such as a broadcasting
company, for example, a sponsor of a content to be broadcast
or distributed or the broadcasting company itself issues a
request for distribution of a content to viewers having a par-
ticular liking or attribute, then the PDI-S generator 311 gen-
erates a PDI-S at step S111. In particular, the PDI-S generator
311 generates, in response to an operation of staff on the
provider side, a PDI-S to the user of the client 12 for obtaining
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auser side PDI-A representative of answers of the user to the
questions regarding what liking or attribute the user has.
Another Example of the Syntax of the XML Schema

Here, another example of the syntax of the XML schema
for configuring a PDI-S and a PDI-A in the present embodi-
ment is described with reference to FIG. 34.

It is to be noted that the first to 44th rows of the syntax
illustrated in FIG. 34 are same as the first to 44th rows of the
syntax illustrated in FIG. 6, and therefore, overlapping
description of them is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

The 45th to 50th rows represent a declaration of elements
of'a question defined by the name of “QAA” from among the
questions declared in the fifth to ninth rows, that is, by a
question whose type is “AnyAnswerType.” The id element
indicated in the 47th row represents an ID for identifying the
item of the question, and the format thereof is defined by a
format “providerName:|[category:]|question-ID” similar to
that of the provider unique filtering parameter.

In particular, a question defined by the name of “QAA,”
that is, a question whose type is “AnyAnswerType,” and an
answer to the question, are classified into the provider unique
filtering parameter. It is to be noted that, since the question
defined by the name of “QAA” does not limit the type of the
answer, the question, that is, the q element, is not defined in
the 45th to 50th rows.

Further, the answer to the question defined by the name of
“QAA,” that is, the a element, can have a format whose
substance can be grasped only by the provider who sets the
question as hereinafter described and therefore is hereinafter
referred to as provider unique filtering parameter of the pro-
vider hiding format.

Referring back to the flow chart of FIG. 33, at step S112,
the PDI-S generator 311 of the server 11 transmits the gen-
erated PDI-S to the client 12 through the transmission section
42 and supplies the PDI-S to the PDI-S execution section 312.

At step S121, the reception section 51 of the client 12
receives the PDI-S transmitted from the server 11 and sup-
plies the received PDI-S to the PDI-S execution section 321.

Itis to be noted that the PDI-S may be received by the client
12, for example, every time it is broadcast or transmitted after
a predetermined interval of time from a broadcasting station
as the provider in which the server 11 is installed. Or, the
PDI-S may be received by the client 12 when the client 12
adjusts the channel to the broadcasting station in which the
server 11 is installed.

At step S122, the PDI-S execution section 321 of the client
12 carries out a PDI-S execution process to generate a user
side PDI-A.

Example of the PDI-S Execution Process

Here, details of the PDI-S execution process by the PDI-S
execution section 321 are described with reference to FIG. 35.
After the PDI-S execution process is started, the PDI-S execu-
tion section 321 causes the display section not shown to
display a screen image corresponding to a question defined in
the PDI-S. Then, the PDI-S execution section 321 causes the
user to select whether a user side PDI-A representative of an
answer to the question is to be automatically generated or to
be generated in response to an input of the user or viewer of
the client 12.

At step S131, the PDI-S execution section 321 decides
whether or not the automatic generation of a user side PDI-A
is selected. If it is decided at step S131 that the automatic
generation of a user side PDI-A is selected on the screen
image displayed on the display section not shown, then the
processing advances to step S132.

At step S132, the PDI-S execution section 321 executes the
PDI-S to read out log information from the log information
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storage section 322 and generates a user side PDI-A based on
the log information. In particular, the PDI-S execution section
321 analyzes the liking of the user from the behavior log of the
user represented by the log information read out from the log
information storage section 322 and generates a user side
PDI-A representative of an answer to the question defined by
the PDI-S based on a result of the analysis of the liking.

Further, the PDI-S execution section 321 analyses the lik-
ing of the user from the behavior log of the user represented
by the log information stored in an external database on a
network and received through the reception section 51. Then,
the PDI-S execution section 321 generates a user side PDI-A
representative of answers to the questions defined by the
PDI-S based on a result of the analysis of the liking.

In this manner, the PDI-S execution section 321 executes
the PDI-S to interact with the user to generate a PDI-A rep-
resentative of answers which reflect the liking of the user with
a high degree of accuracy to the question defined by the
PDI-S.

On the other hand, if it is decided at step S131 that auto-
matic generation of a PDI-A is not selected on the screen
image displayed on the display section not shown, then the
processing advances to step S133.

At step S133, the PDI-S execution section 321 generates a
user side PDI-A in response to an input of the user on the
screen image displayed on the display section not shown. In
particular, the PDI-S execution section 321 allows the user or
viewer of the client 12 to input or select answers to the
questions defined in the PDI-S, which is displayed on the
display section not shown, to generate a user side PDI-A
representative of the answer.

Example of Screen Image Display in an Interaction with the
User by the PDI-S

Here, an example of screen image display in an interaction
with a user by the PDI-S is described with reference to FIGS.
36 to 39. It is to be noted here that it is assumed that the client
12 receives a PDI-S which defines a question same as the
question defined by the PDI-Q described hereinabove with
reference to FIG. 7, and screen images corresponding to the
question group defined by the received PDI-S are succes-
sively displayed on the display section not shown of the client

FIG. 36 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “ProviderA:123” in FIG. 7. In
FIG. 36, a log reference button 341 on which “Reference the
recent viewing log and, if you want to automatically generate
ananswer to the query below: In which of the following sports
are you most interested? (Multiple selection allowed), click
this button. If you want to specify the answer by yourself,
choose one to three answers below:” is displayed and selec-
tion buttons 342-1 to 342-4 for allowing the user to select the
choices “Baseball,” “Basketball,” “Soccer” and “Hockey” as
candidates for the answer to the question are displayed.

If the log reference button 341 is depressed by the user on
the screen image shown in FIG. 36, then the PDI-S execution
section 321 reads out log information representative of the
viewing log of television programs, for example, for a month
in the past from the log information storage section 322 to
analyze the liking of the user. Then, the PDI-S execution
section 321 selects one of the candidates for the answer to the
question of “ProviderA:123” which has the highest relation-
ship to a result of the analysis of the liking and generates a
user side PDT-A representative of the answer.

FIG. 37 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “ProviderA:123” in FIG. 7. In
FIG. 37, a log reference button 351 on which the message
including the question indicated in the 20th row in FIG. 7, that
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is, the message “Reference the recent behavior log and, if you
want to automatically generate an answer to the query below:
Do you enjoy camping and outdoor recreation? (Only one
selection). If you want to specify the answer by yourself,
choose one answer below:” is displayed and selection buttons
352-1 to 352-3 for allowing the user to select the choices
“Never,” “Occasionally,” and “Frequently” as candidates for
the answer to the question are displayed.

If the log reference button 351 is depressed by the user on
the screen image shown in FIG. 37, then the PDI-S execution
section 321 reads out log information representative of
records of going out for a month in the past such as, for
example, a timetable from the log information storage section
322 to analyze the liking of the user. Then, the PDI-S execu-
tion section 321 selects one of the candidates for the answer to
the question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123” which has the
highest relationship to a result of the analysis of the liking and
generates a user side PDI-A representative of the answer.

FIG. 38 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to the question of “ProviderA:321” in FIG. 7. In
FIG. 38, a log reference button 361 on which the message
including the question indicated in the 27th row in FIG. 7, that
is, the message “Reference the recent product search log and,
if you want to automatically generate an answer to the query
below: Who’s products are you most interested in recently?”
is displayed and an answer inputting section region 362 for
allowing the user to input a character string as the answer to
the question is displayed.

If the log reference button 361 is depressed by the user on
the screen image shown in FIG. 38, then the PDI-S execution
section 321 reads out log information representative of com-
modities searched, for example, for a month in the past from
a database of a company which manages a shopping site on
the Internet to analyze the liking of the user. Then, the PDI-S
execution section 321 generates a user side PDI-A represen-
tative of the answer to the question of “ProviderA:321” based
on a result of the analysis.

FIG. 39 shows an example of screen image display corre-
sponding to a question of “ProviderA:Special:999” which is
not included in the question defined in the PDI-Q described
hereinabove with reference to FIG. 7. It is assumed that the
question of “ProviderA:Special:999” is a question whose
typeis “Any AnswerType” described hereinabove. In FIG. 39,
a log reference button 371 on which a message including the
question provided by the PDI-S, that is, the message “Refer-
ence a recent dialog log and, if you want to automatically
generate an answer to the query: “What subject are you most
interested in recently? If there is no need for automatic gen-
eration of answers, click the Cancel button below.” is dis-
played and a cancel button 372 for canceling the answer to the
question is displayed.

If the log reference button 371 is depressed by the user on
the screen image shown in FIG. 39, then the PDI-S execution
section 321 reads out log information representative of dia-
logs or sentences communicated, for example, for one week
in the past from a database of a company which provides a
SNS (Special Network Service) on the Internet to analyze the
liking of the user. Then, the PDI-S execution section 321
generates a PDI-A representative of the answer to the ques-
tion of “ProviderA:Special:999” based on a result of the
analysis.

Itis to be noted that, while, in the examples of screen image
display shown in FIGS. 36 and 37, the answer of the user is
selected from among candidates for the answer to the ques-
tion defined in the PDI-S, candidates for the answer to the
question may be analogized from the behavior log of the user
represented by the log information stored in the log informa-
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tion storage section 322 or an external database such that the
answer of the user is selected from among the analogized
candidates for the answer.

FIG. 40 shows another example of screen image display
corresponding to the question of “ProviderA:123” in FIG. 7.
In FIG. 40, a question presentation region 381 in which a
message including the question indicated in the 12th row in
FIG. 7, that is, the message “The following three candidates
are possible as a result of choosing by analogy of various log
information of yours as an answer to the query: In which of
the following sports are you most interested? (Multiple selec-
tion allowed). Choose one or more,” is displayed and selec-
tion buttons 382-1 to 382-3 for allowing the user to select the
choices “Basketball,” “Soccer” and “Hockey” as analogized
candidates for the answer to the question are displayed.

In this instance, the PDI-S execution section 321 executes
the PDI-S to read out log information of television programs,
for example, for amonth in the past to analyze the liking of the
user to analogize candidates for the answer to the question of
“ProviderA:123” Then, the PDI-S execution section 321
causes corresponding selection buttons to be displayed like a
screen image shown in FIG. 40. If one of the selection buttons
is selected by the user, then the PDI-S execution section 321
generates a user side PDI-A representative of the answer
corresponding to the selected selection button.

The PDI-S execution section 321 executes the PDI-S to
automatically generate a user side PDI-A representative of
the answer to the question defined by the PDI-S based on log
information of the user or generate a user side PDI-A repre-
sentative of an answer to the question inputted or selected by
the user.

Example of the PDI-A

Here, an example of a PDI-A generated by the PDI-S
execution section 321, that is, a user side PDI-A, is described
with reference to FIG. 41. It is to be noted that the PDI-A
illustrated in FIG. 41 is generated based on log information of
the user.

In particular, the second to seventh rows indicate an answer
of'the user automatically generated to the question presented
by the screen image display described hereinabove with ref-
erence to FIG. 36. More particularly, <id>ProviderA:123</
id> indicates an id element of the question presented by the
screen image display of FIG. 36, and <a>Baseball</a> in the
fourth row, <a>Soccer</a> in the fifth row and <a>Hockey</
a> in the sixth row indicate answers selected based on the log
information of the user by the PDI-S execution section 321 as
an answer to the question.

The eighth to eleventh rows indicate an automatically gen-
erated answer of the user to the question present by the screen
image display described hereinabove with reference to FIG.
37. More particularly, <id>ProviderA:ProgramX:123</id>
in the ninth row indicates an id element of the question pre-
sented by the screen image display of FIG. 37, and
<a>Qccasionally</a> in the tenth row indicates an answer
selected based on the log information of the user by the PDI-S
execution section 321 as an answer to the question.

The 12th to 15th rows indicate an answer of the user auto-
matically generated to the question presented by the screen
image display described hereinabove with reference to FIG.
38. In particular, <id>ProviderA:231</id> in the 13th row
indicates an id element of the question presented by the screen
image display of FIG. 38, and <a>Somy</a> in the 14th row
indicates an answer generated based on the log information of
the user by the PDI-S execution section 321 as an answer to
the question.

The 16th to 19th rows indicate an answer of the user auto-
matically generated to the question presented by the screen
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image display described hereinabove with reference to FIG.
39. In particular, <id>ProviderA:Special:999</id> in the
17th row indicates an id element of the question presented by
the screen image display of FIG. 39, and <a>jIKK3Q=—</a>
in the 18th row indicates an answer generated based on the log
information of the user by the PDI-S execution section 321 as
an answer to the question.

Here, <a>jIKK3Q==</a> is a provider unique filtering
parameter of a provider hiding format whose substance can be
grasped only by the provider which sets the question and is in
a state encoded by such a method as, for example, Base64. In
other words, the provider unique filtering parameter cannot
be used as a filtering parameter by any other provider.

The PDI-S execution section 321 supplies the user side
PDI-A generated in this manner to the PDI-A storage section
53 50 as to be stored. The user side PDI-A stored in the PDI-A
storage section 53 is used to decide whether or not a content
distributed from the server 11 conforms to the liking of the
user of the client 12 as hereinafter described.

Itis to be noted that the user side PDI-A stored in the PDI-A
storage section 53 is updated when the PDI-S is executed in an
execution period designated in advance by the provider side
by the PDI-S execution section 321.

Referring back to the flow chart of FIG. 33, at step S113,
the PDI-S execution section 312 of the server 11 generates a
provider side PDI-A to the questions defined by the PDI-S
from the PDI-S generator 311 and supplies the generated
provider side PDI-A to the metadata distributor 44. In par-
ticular, the PDI-S execution section 312 analyzes or executes
in response to an operation by staff of the broadcasting sta-
tion, that is, of the provider side, and causes the display
section not shown to display such screen images correspond-
ing to the questions defined by the PDI-S as described here-
inabove, for example, with reference to FIGS. 36 to 39. Then,
the PDI-S execution section 312 generates a provider side
PDI-A representative of the answers to the questions. At this
time, the staff of the broadcasting station would cause the
PDI-S to be analyzed or executed to select answers corre-
sponding to a content to be distributed as answers to the
questions defined by the PDI-S. In particular, the provider
side PDI-A generated by the PDI-S execution section 312
represents information, that is, answers, for allowing the user
or viewer of the client 12 to view a content to be distributed
later with the liking of the viewer taken into consideration by
the provider side.

Thereafter, in the server 11, a content corresponding to the
generated provider side PDI-A is specified or referred to, and
content metadata including the provider side PDI-A is gen-
erated as content metadata of the specified content. Then, the
specified content is distributed together with the generated
content metadata.

Also here, it is to be noted that the content may not be
distributed together with the content metadata, but after the
content metadata including the provider side PDI-A is trans-
mitted to the client 12 in advance, the content corresponding
to the content metadata may be distributed.

Meanwhile, in the client 12, the content and the content
metadata distributed from the server 11 are received, and
matching between the user side PDI-A and the provider side
PDI-A is carried out.

Here, it is assumed that the PDI-A described hereinabove
with reference to FIG. 41 is generated and stored as the user
side PDI-A and a PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 42 is transmitted
as the provider side PDI-A from the server 11 to the client 12.

The PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 42 has a basic configuration
same as that of the user side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 41, and
overlapping detailed description thereof is omitted herein to
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avoid redundancy. However, this provider side PDI-A indi-
cates that “Baseball” is set as an answer to the question of
“ProviderA:123” and “Never” is set as an answer to the ques-
tion of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123.

At this time, the client 12 compares the user side PDI-A
and the provider side PDI-A with each other. Then, if answers
to at least one question exhibit coincidence, then the client 12
decides that the user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A
match with each other. However, if answers to any question
do not indicate coincidence, then the client 12 decides that the
user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A do not match
with each other. In the case described above, since the answer
to “ProviderA:123” in the user side PDI-A illustrated in FIG.
41 and the answer to the question of “providerA:123” in the
provider side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 42 coincide with each
other in that they include “Baseball,” the client 12 decides that
the user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A match with
each other.

Now, it is assumed that a PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 43 is
transmitted as the provider side PDI-A from the server 11.

The provider side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 43 indicates
that “Basketball” is selected as an answer to the question of
“ProviderA:123” and “Never” is selected as an answer to the
question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123.”

In this instance, since the answers to the questions in the
user side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 41 and the answers to the
questions in the provider side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 43
exhibit no coincidence, it is decided that the user side PDI-A
and the provider side PDI-A do not match with each other.

From a result of such a matching process as described
above, it is determined whether or not the distributed content
should be acquired.

According to the process described above, in the broad-
casting system, on the provider side, a PDI-S for obtaining a
user side PDI-A to questions regarding the liking of a user is
generated by the server, and the PDI-S is transmitted to the
client terminal. Further, a provider side PDI-A representative
of an answer set by the provider side to the PDI-S is distrib-
uted as content metadata of a corresponding content. Conse-
quently, as content metadata, content metadata which satis-
fies needs at the time other than content metadata prescribed
by a standardization organization can be applied to a content.
On the other hand, on the user side, the PDI-S from the server
is executed by the client terminal to generate a user side
PDI-A, and matching between the generated user side PDI-A
and the provider side PDI-A from the server is carried out to
determine whether or not the content distributed from the
server should be acquired. Consequently, the content can be
filtered with the content metadata which satisfies needs at the
time other than content metadata prescribed by a standard-
ization organization. Accordingly, a content which satisfies
needs at the time can be acquired.

Further, on the client terminal, since interaction with the
user can be carried out with the PDI-S, even if a question set
by the provider side has the substance which requires a high
interactivity, sufficient interaction with the user can be carried
out. Accordingly, since a user side PDI-A which reflects the
liking of the user with a high degree of accuracy can be
generated, an accurate filtering condition can be obtained,
and consequently, a content which satisfies needs at the time
can be acquired with a higher degree of certainty.

It is to be noted that, also in a broadcasting system wherein
a script is executed to carry out interaction with a user, one of
a user side PDI-A and a provider side PDI-A may be repre-
sented as a query for evaluating a PDI-A to compare the user
side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A with each other to
carry out matching.
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Inthe following, a configuration wherein one of a user side
PDI-A and a provider side PDI-A is represented as a query to
compare the user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A
with each other is described.

Example 3 of the Matching Process by a Query for Evaluating
a PDI-A

First, a configuration which represents a provider side
PDI-A as a query to compare a user side PDI-A and the
provider side PDI-A with each other is described.

FIG. 44 shows an example of a functional configuration of
the server 11 which represents a provider side PDI-A as a
query.

The server 11 of FIG. 44 includes a transmission section
42, a content accumulation section 45, a content distributor
46, a PDI-S generator 311, a PDI-S execution section 391,
and a metadata distributor 392.

It is to be noted that, in the server 11 of FIG. 44, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided inthe server 11 of FIG. 31 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

The server 11 of FIG. 44 is different from the server 11 of
FIG. 31 in that the PDI-S execution section 391 and the
metadata distributor 392 are provided in place of the PDI-S
execution section 312 and the metadata distributor 44.

The PDI-S execution section 391 executes a PDI-S from
the PDI-S generator 311 to generate a provider side PDI-A
representative of an answer set by the provider to the ques-
tions regarding the liking of the user of the client 12. Then, the
PDI-S execution section 391 applies the generated provider
side PDI-A to a predetermined conditional statement to gen-
erate a PDI-A query and supplies the generated PDI-A query
to the metadata distributor 392.

The metadata distributor 392 specifies or refers to, based
on the PDI-A query from the PDI-S execution section 391, a
content corresponding to the PDI-A query from among the
contents accumulated in the content accumulation section 45.
The metadata distributor 392 generates content metadata
including the PDI-A query as content metadata of the speci-
fied content and transmits the generated content metadata to
the client 12 through the transmission section 42.

Further, the client 12 in the present example is same as the
client 12 described hereinabove with reference to FIG. 32
exceptthat the content filter 54 shown in FIG. 32 reads out the
user side PDI-A from the PDI-A storage section 53 and a
content is filtered based on the user side PDI-A and the PDI-A
query included in the content metadata transmitted from the
server 11 to the client 12.

Now, content transmission and reception processes in the
broadcasting system 10 including the server 11 of FIG. 44 are
described with reference to a flow chart of FIG. 45.

It is to be noted that processes at steps S151, S152, S156,
S161 to S163, S165 and S166 of the flow chart of FIG. 45 are
basically similar to the processes at steps S111, S112, S116,
S121 to S123, S125 and S126 of the flow chart of FIG. 33,
respectively. Therefore, overlapping description of the pro-
cesses is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

Inparticular, at step S153, the PDI-S execution section 391
of'the server 11 generates a provider side PDI-A to the ques-
tions defined in the PDI-S from the PDI-S generator 311 and
applies the generated provider side PDI-A to a predetermined
conditional statement to generate a PDI-A query. Then, the
PDI-S execution section 391 supplies the generated provider
side PDI-A to the metadata distributor 392. More particularly,
for example, the PDI-S execution section 391 analyzes or
executes the PDI-S in response to an operation of staff of a
broadcasting station, that is, of the provider side so that such



US 8,875,169 B2

31

screen images corresponding to the questions defined in the
PDI-S as described hereinabove, for example, with reference
to FIGS. 36 to 39 are displayed on the display section not
shown, thereby setting the answers corresponding to the
questions. Further, the PDI-S execution section 391 causes
the staff to determine a combination of the individual
answers, that is, a filtering condition, to generate a PDI-A
query representative of the combination of the answers. At
this time, the staft of the broadcasting station would cause the
PDI-S execution section 391 to analyze or execute the PDI-S
to select answers corresponding to the content to be distrib-
uted as answers to the questions defined in the PDI-S and
determine a combination of the answers. In other words, the
PDI-A query generated by the PDI-S execution section 391
represents information for allowing the user or viewer of the
client 12 to view a content to be distributed later, that is, the
combination of answers, with the liking of the viewer taken
into consideration by the provider side.

At step S154, the metadata distributor 392 specifies or
refers to, based on the PDI-A query from the PDI-S execution
section 391, a content corresponding to the PDI-A query from
among the contents accumulated in the content accumulation
section 45. The content specified here may be a content hav-
ing a similarity to content metadata applied in advance to the
accumulated content higher than a predetermined value or
may be a content selected in advance as a content to be viewed
by the user by the staft of the broadcasting station. It is to be
noted that the content specified by the metadata distributor
392 is acquired from the content accumulation section 45 by
the content distributor 46.

At step S155, the metadata distributor 392 newly gener-
ates, based on the content metadata applied in advance to the
content specified at step S154 and the PDI-A query from the
PDI-S execution section 391, content metadata including the
PDI-A query.

Then at step S164, the content filter 54 of the client 12
carries out matching of the user side PDI-A stored in the
PDI-A storage section 53 based on the PDI-A query included
in the content metadata from the server 11.

Here, it is assumed that the PDI-A described hereinabove
with reference to FIG. 41 is generated and stored as the user
side PDI-A and a PDI-A given below has been transmitted
from the server 11 to the client 12:

“//QSA[id=‘ProviderA:123’ and a="Baseball’]”

The PDI-A query indicates that the user PDI-A evaluates
whether or not “Baseball” is selected as an answer to the
question of “ProviderA:123.”

At this time, when the content filter 54 evaluates the user
side PDI-A based on the PDI-A query that the PDI-A query is
satisfied, that is, the PDI-A query is true, it decides that the
user side PDI-A and the PDI-A query match with each other.
However, if the PDI-A query is not satisfied or is false, then
the content filter 54 decides that the user side PDI-A and the
PDI-A query do not match with each other. In the present
instance, since, in the user side PDI-A illustrated in FIG. 41,
“Baseball” is selected as the answer to the question of “Pro-
viderA:123,” it is decided that the user side PDI-A and the
PDI-A query match with each other.

Since a condition of complicated filtering is represented by
the PDI-A query set by the provider side can be represented in
this manner, it becomes possible to allow the user or viewer
expected by the provider side to acquire a content with a
higher degree of certainty.
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Example 4 of the Matching Process by a Query for Evaluating
a PDI-A

Now, a configuration which represents auser side PDI-A as
a query to compare the user side PDI-A and a provider side
PDI-A is described.

FIG. 46 shows an example of a functional configuration of
the client 12 which represents a user side PDI-A as a query.

Referring to FIG. 46, the client 12 shown includes a recep-
tion section 51, a content filter 54, a content reproduction
section 55, a content accumulation section 56, a log informa-
tion storage section 322, a PDI-S execution section 401 and a
PDI-A query storage section 402.

It is to be noted that, in the client 12 of FIG. 46, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided in the client 12 of FIG. 32 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the client 12 of FIG. 46 is different from the
client 12 of FIG. 32 in that it includes the PDI-S execution
section 401 and the PDI-A query storage section 402 in place
of the PDI-S execution section 321 and the PDI-A storage
section 53.

The PDI-S execution section 401 executes a PDI-S trans-
mitted thereto from the server 11 to generate a user side
PDI-A representative of answers of the user of the client 12 to
questions regarding the liking of the user. Then, the PDI-S
execution section 401 applies the generated user side PDI-A
to a predetermined conditional statement to generate a PDI-A
query and supplies the generated PDI-A query to the PDI-A
query storage section 402.

The PDI-A query storage section 402 stores the PDI-A
query from the PDI-S execution section 401. The PDI-A
query stored in the PDI-A query storage section 402 is suit-
ably read out into the content filter 54.

Itis to be noted that the content filter 54 reads out the PDI-A
query from the PDI-A query storage section 402 and filters a
content based on the read out PDI-A query and a provider side
PDI-A included in content metadata transmitted to the client
12 from the server 11.

Further, the server 11 in the present example is same as the
server 11 of FIG. 31, and therefore, overlapping description
thereof is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

Now, content transmission and reception processes in the
broadcasting system 10 which includes the client 12 of FIG.
46 are described with reference to a flow chart of FIG. 47.

Itis to be noted that processes at steps S171 to S181, S183,
S185 and S186 are basically similar to the processes at steps
S111 to S121, S123, S125 and S126 of the flow chart of FIG.
33, respectively, and therefore, overlapping description of
them is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

Inparticular, at step S182, the PDI-S execution section 401
of the client 12 carries out a PDI-S execution process to
generate a PDI-A query.

Example of the PDI-S Execution Process

Here, details of the PDI-S execution process by the PDI-S
execution section 401 are described with reference to FIG. 48.
After the PDI-S execution process is started, the PDI-S execu-
tion section 401 causes the display section not shown to
display a screen image corresponding to the questions defined
by the PDI-S. Then, the PDI-S execution section 401 causes
the user to select whether the user side PDI-A representative
of'the answers to the questions should be applied to a prede-
termined conditional statement to automatically generate a
PDI-A query or a PDI-A query should be generated in
response to an input of the user or viewer of the client 12.

At step S191, the PDI-S execution section 401 decides
whether or not automatic generation of a PDI-A query is
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selected. If' it is decided at step S191 that automatic genera-
tion of a PDI-A is selected on the screen image displayed on
the display section not shown, then the processing advances
to step S192.

Atstep S192, the PDI-S execution section 401 executes the
PDI-S to read out log information from the log information
storage section 322 and generates a PDI-A query based on the
read out log information. More particularly, the PDI-S execu-
tion section 401 analyzes the liking of the user from the
behavior log of the user represented by the log information
read out from the log information storage section 322 and
generates answers to the questions defined by the PDI-S
based on a result of the analysis of the liking. Further, the
PDI-S execution section 401 decides a combination of the
questions, that is, a filtering condition, based on the log infor-
mation to generate a PDI-A query representative of the com-
bination of the answers.

Further, the PDI-S execution section 401 analyzes the lik-
ing of the user from the behavior log of the user presented by
log information stored in a database on an external network
and received through the reception section 51. Then, the
PDI-S execution section 401 generates answers to the ques-
tions defined by the PDI-S based on a result of the analysis of
the liking. Further, the PDI-S execution section 401 deter-
mines a combination of the answers, that is, a filtering con-
dition, based on the log information to generate a PDI-A
query representative of the combination of the answers.

In this manner, the PDI-S execution section 401 executes
the PDI-S and interacts with the user to generate a PDI-A
query representative of answers which reflect the liking of the
user with a high degree of accuracy to the questions defined in
the PDI-S.

On the other hand, if it is decided at step S191 that auto-
matic generation of a PDI-A query is not selected on the
screen image displayed on the display sectionnot shown, then
the processing advances to step S193.

At step S193, the PDI-S execution section 401 generates a
PDI-A query in response to an input of the user on the screen
image displayed on the display section not shown. More
particularly, the PDI-S execution section 401 causes the user
or viewer of the client 12 to input or select answers to the
questions defined in the PDI-S and displayed on the display
section not shown and causes the user to determine a combi-
nation of the answers, that is, a filtering condition, to generate
a PDI-A query representative of the combination of answers.

The PDI-S execution section 401 supplies the PDI-A query
generated in this manner to the PDI-A query storage section
402 so as to be stored.

Referring back to the flow chart of FIG. 47, at step S184,
the content filter 54 carries out matching of the provider side
PDI-A included in the content metadata from the server 11
based on the PDI-A query stored in the PDI-A query storage
section 402.

Here, it is assumed that the PDI-A described hereinabove
with reference to FIG. 42 is transmitted as the provider side
PDI-A from the server 11 and a PDI-A query given below is
generated and stored:

“/IQSA[id=‘ProviderA:123° and a=‘Baseball’]”
/IQSAJid="ProviderA:ProgramX:123’ and a="Never’]

The PDI-A query given above represents that the provider
side PDI-A evaluates whether or not “Baseball” is selected as
an answer to the question of “ProviderA:123” and besides
“Never” is selected as an answer to the question of “Pro-
viderA:ProgramX:123.”

Atthis time, the content filter 54 evaluates the provider side
PDI-A based on the PDI-A query and, if the PDI-A query is
satisfied or true, then the content filter 54 decides that the
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provider side PDI-A and the PDI-A query match with each
other. However, if the PDI-A query is not satisfied or is false,
then the content filter 54 decides that the provider side PDI-A
and the PDI-A query do not match with each other. In the
present instance, in the provider side PDI-A illustrated in
FIG. 42, “Baseball” is selected as an answer to the question of
“ProviderA: 123” and besides “Never” is selected as an
answer to the question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123.”
Therefore, the content filter 54 decides that the provider side
PDI-A and the PDI-A query match with each other.

Since a more detailed filtering condition can be represented
by the PDI-A query set by the user side in this manner, a
content expected by the user side can be acquired with a
higher degree of certainty.

Application Example to a Broadcasting System which Broad-
casts by the ATSC-M/H System

Incidentally, also the broadcasting system of the present
embodiment described above can be applied to a broadcasting
system which broadcasts by the ATSC-M/H method.

Insuch aninstance, a PDI-A, thatis, a provider side PDI-A,
or a PDI-A query is placed into at least one of the “Service”
fragment (FIG. 23), the “Schedule” fragment (FIG. 24) and
the “Content” fragment (FIG. 25) from among the compo-
nents of the Service Guide illustrated in FIG. 22 as described
hereinabove.

Meanwhile, a PDI-S is placed into the “Interactivity Data”
fragment from among the components of the Service Guide
illustrated in FIG. 22.

FIG. 49 illustrates details of a configuration of the “Inter-
activity Data” fragment. The PDI-S is placed into a “PDI-S”
element newly added to the “PrivateExt” element set at the
lowermost stage in the Interactivity Data” fragment illus-
trated in FIG. 49. In particular, for example, the “PDI-S”
element is represented by a character string as <xs:element
name="PDI-S’ type="xs:string’ xmins:xs="http://
www.w3.0rg/2001/SML.Schema’/> by the XML schema and
is encoded.

Application Example to a Broadcasting System which Car-
ries Out NRT Broadcasting

The broadcasting system of the present embodiment can be
applied also to a broadcasting system which carries out NRT
broadcasting.

Insuch aninstance, a PDI-A, thatis, a provider side PDI-A,
aPDI-A query or a PDI-S to be transmitted from the server 11
to the client 12 in the broadcasting system 10 described here-
inabove is placed into and transmitted together with the “PDI
descriptor” newly prescribed in SMT or NRT-IT (FIG. 29).

FIG. 50 illustrates an example of the syntax of “PDI
Descriptor.” In FIG. 50, each of the descriptors described is
defined together with the bit number (No. of Bits) and the
format (Format).

According to the syntax illustrated in FIG. 50, a PDI-A, a
PDI-A query or a PDI-S is described in the descriptor “PDI_S
or PDI_A or PDI_A_Query” of variable bits.

It is to be noted that the broadcasting system of the present
embodiment can naturally be applied to a broadcasting sys-
tem which broadcasts by the ATSC-M/H method described
above and a broadcasting system which carries out NRT
broadcasting by a method other than the existing broadcast-
ing system.

Incidentally, in the embodiment described above, PDI-As,
that is, a user side PDI-A and a provider side PDI-A, are
generated as metadata of a text representation of the XML or
the like and is used for filtering, that is, for a matching pro-
cess. In particular, in filtering, texts, that is, XML instances,
are compared with each other to determine whether or not
they are same as each other.
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However, since the process of comparing texts with each
other requires a high cost in regard to the CPU load and the
memory use amount, in the case where the amount of a
content or contents to be distributed at a time is great, there is
the possibility that the process may disturb efficient filtering
of the distributed content or contents.

Therefore, in the following description, an embodiment of
the present invention regarding a broadcasting system
wherein a distributed content is filtered more efficiently is
described.

3. Third Embodiment
Example of a Functional Configuration of the Server

First, an example of a functional configuration of the server
11 in the broadcasting system 10 wherein metadata is repre-
sented by a bitmap index is described with reference to FIG.
51.

The server 11 of FIG. 51 includes a transmission section
42, a content accumulation section 45, a content distributor
46, a PDI-Q generator 411, a PDI-BA generator 412, and a
metadata distributor 413.

It is to be noted that, in the server 11 of FIG. 51, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided in the server 11 of FIG. 3 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the server 11 of FIG. 51 is different from the
server 11 of FIG. 3 in that the PDI-Q generator 411, PDI-BA
generator 412 and metadata distributor 413 are provided in
place of the PDI-Q generator 41, PDI-A generator 43 and
metadata distributor 44.

The PDI-Q generator 411 generates a PDI-Q representative
of'a question about the liking ofthe user or viewer of the client
12, and transmits the generated PDI-Q to the client 12 through
the transmission section 42 and supplies the PDI-Q to the
PDI-BA generator 412. The id element of each question
defined by the PDI-Q generated by the PDI-Q generator 411
is represented by a bitmap index, that is, a bit string, as
hereinafter described.

The PDI-BA generator 412 generates, based on the PDI-Q
from the PDI-Q generator 411, a PDI-BA (Preference Demo-
graphic and Interest-Bitmap Answer) (hereinafter referred to
suitably as provider side PDI-BA) which is information rep-
resented by a bitmap index, that is, a bit string, representing an
answer set by the provider side to the questions regarding the
liking of the user of the client 12 described hereinabove
corresponding to the PDI-Q. Then, the PDI-BA generator 412
supplies the generated PDI-BA to the metadata distributor
413.

The metadata distributor 413 specifies or refers to, based
on the PDI-BA from the PDI-BA generator 412, a content
corresponding to the answer set by the provider side from
among the contents accumulated in the content accumulation
section 45. The metadata distributor 413 generates content
metadata including the PDI-BA as content metadata of the
specified content and transmits the generated content meta-
data to the client 12.

Example of the Functional Configuration of the Client

Now, an example of a functional configuration of the client
12 in the broadcasting system 10 wherein metadata is repre-
sented by a bitmap index is described with reference to FIG.
52.
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The client 12 of FIG. 52 includes a reception section 51, a
content reproduction section 55, a content accumulation sec-
tion 56, a PDI-BA generator 421, a PDI-BA storage section
422 and a content filter 423.

It is to be noted that, in the client 12 of FIG. 52, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided in the client 12 of FIG. 4 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the client 12 of FIG. 52 is different from the
client 12 of FIG. 4 in that the PDI-BA generator 421, PDI-BA
storage section 422 and content filter 423 are provided in
place of the PDI-A generator 52, PDI-A storage section 53
and content filter 54, respectively.

The PDI-BA generator 421 generates, based on the PDI-Q
transmitted to the client 12 from the server 11, a PDI-BA
(hereinafter referred to suitably as user side PDI-BA) which is
information represented by a bitmap index representing
answers of the user to the questions regarding the liking of the
user of the client 12 corresponding to the PDI-Q. Then, the
PDI-BA generator 421 supplies the generated PDI-BA to the
PDI-BA storage section 422.

The PDI-BA storage section 422 stores the PDI-BA from
the PDI-BA generator 421. The PDI-BA stored inthe PDI-BA
storage section 422 is read out suitably from the content filter
423.

The content filter 423 reads out the PDI-BA from the
PDI-BA storage section 422 and filters a content based on the
read out PDI-BA, that is, based on the user side PDI-BA, and
the PDI-BA included in the content metadata of the content
transmitted from the server 11, that is, the provider side
PDI-BA. The content filter 423 supplies the filtered content to
the content reproduction section 55 or the content accumula-
tion section 56 in response to a result of the filtering.
Example of Content Transmission and Reception Processes

Now, content transmission and reception processes of the
broadcasting system 10 configured from the server 11 of FIG.
51 and the client 12 of FIG. 52 are described with reference to
a flow chart of FIG. 53.

Inparticular, if, on the provider side such as a broadcasting
company, for example, a sponsor of a content to be broadcast
or distributed or the broadcasting company itself issues a
request for distribution of a content to viewers having a par-
ticular liking or attribute, then the PDI-Q generator 411 of the
server 11 generates a PDI-Q at step S211. In particular, the
PDI-Q generator 411 generates, in response to an operation of
staff on the provider side, a PDI-Q to the user of the client 12
for inquiring about what liking or attribute the user has.
Further Example of the Syntax of the XML Schema

Here, an example of the syntax of the XML schema for
configuring a PDI-Q and a PDI-BA in the present embodi-
ment is described with reference to FIGS. 54 and 55.

It is to be noted that the first to 50th rows of the syntax
illustrated in FIG. 54 are basically similar to the first to 50th
rows of the syntax illustrated in FIG. 34, respectively, and
therefore, overlapping description of them is omitted herein
to avoid redundancy.

It is to be noted that, in FIG. 54, the type of id elements for
identification of the items of the questions defined by the
names of “QIA,” “QBA,” “QSA;” “QTA” and “QAA” indi-
cated in the 15th, 24th, 31st, 40th and 47th rows is defined as
“BitmapAnyURIType,” different from that in FIG. 34.

Further, in FIG. 54, the type of answers, that is, of a ele-
ments, to the questions defined by the names of “QBA,”
“QSA” and “QAA” indicated in the 26th, 33rd and 48th rows
is defined as “BitmapBooleanURIType,” “BitmapStringURI-
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Type” and “BitmapBase64 BinaryURIType, respectively,
different from those in FIG. 34.

The 51st to 57th rows in FIG. 55 indicate a declaration of
the attribute of the id element of the type defined by “Bitma-
pAnyURIType.”

The 58th to 64th rows indicate a declaration of the attribute
of the a elements of the type defined by “BitmapBooleanU-
RIType”

Further, the 65th to 71st rows indicate a declaration of the
attribute of the a elements of the type defined by “Bitmap-
StringURIType,” and the 72nd to 78th rows indicate a decla-
ration of the attribute of the a elements of the type defined by
“BitmapBase64 BinaryURIType.”

In particular, the 51st to 78th rows of FIG. 55 declare that
the id elements of all of the questions defined by the PDI-Q
and the answers, that is, the a elements, to the questions
defined by the names of “QBA,” “QSA” and “QAA” are
represented by a bitmap index.

It is to be noted that also the questions and the answers to
the questions declared in the syntaxes of FIGS. 54 and 55 are
distinguished into provider common filtering parameters and
provider unique filtering parameters.

Further, the answers, that is, the a elements, to the ques-
tions defined by the name of “QAA” are distinguished into
provider unique filtering parameters of a format in which only
the provider which sets the question can grasp the substance
and of a provider unique format encoded by the Base64
system.

Example of the PDI-Q

Now, an example of a PDI-Q configured based on the
indexes of FIGS. 54 and 55 is described with reference to F1G.
56.

It is to be noted that the questions defined by the PDI-Q
illustrated in FIG. 56 are basically same as those of the PDI-Q
illustrated in FIG. 7, and therefore, overlapping description of
them is omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

However, in FIG. 56, the id elements of the questions
defined by the names of “QBA” and “QSA” and the answers,
that is, the a elements, to the questions are represented by a
bitmap index, different from those in FIG. 7.

In particular, the id element of the question of “Common:
1117 in the third row is represented by a bitmap string of
“00000000000101” It is to be noted that <!-True=1,
False=0- - > in the fourth row indicates that the answer to the
question of “Common: 111" which is a question for request-
ing an answer of the logic value type is represented by one of
the bits of “1” (True) and “0” (False).

The id element of the question of “ProviderA:123” in the
10th row is represented by a bit string of “00000100000111.”
Further, “Baseball” in the 13th row, “Basketball” in the 14th
row, “Soccer” in the 15th row and “Hockey” in the 16th row
which are choices as candidates for an answer to the question
are represented by bit strings of “0001,” “0010,” “0100” and
“1000,” respectively.

The id element of the question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:
123” in the 19th row is represented by a bit string of
“00000100000101” Meanwhile, ‘“Never” in the 21st row,
“Occasionally” in the 22nd row and “Frequently” in the 23rd
row which are choices as candidates for an answer to the
question are represented by bit strings of “001,” “010” and
“100,” respectively.

In this manner, in the PDI-Q indicated in FIG. 56, the id
elements of the questions which request answers of the logic
value type and the answer selection type and the answers to
the questions, that is, the a elements, are represented by a
bitmap index.
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It is to be noted that the answers to the questions which
request answers of the integer value type and the character
string type are not selected from among choices as a plurality
of, that is, two or more, candidates like answers to questions
which request answers of the logic value type and the answer
selection type, but are integer values or character strings
inputted arbitrarily by the user, and therefore are not repre-
sented by a bitmap index. Further, although, according to the
syntaxes of FIGS. 54 and 55, id elements of questions which
request answers of the integer value type and the character
string type can be represented by a bitmap index, it is assumed
here that they are not represented by a bitmap index.

Here, the following description is given under the assump-
tion that the questions defined by a PDI-Q are those which
request answers of the logic value type and the answer selec-
tion type.

Referring back to the flow chart of FIG. 53, at step S212,
the PDI-Q generator 411 of the server 11 transmits the gen-
erated PDI-Q to the client 12 through the transmission section
42 and supplies the PDI-Q to the PDI-BA generator 412.

At step S221, the reception section 51 of the client 12
receives the PDI-Q transmitted from the server 11 and sup-
plies the received PDI-Q to the PDI-BA generator 421.

It is to be noted that the PDI-Q may be received by the
client 12, for example, every time it is broadcast or transmit-
ted after a predetermined interval of time from a broadcasting
station as a provider in which the server 11 is installed. Or, the
PDI-Q may be received by the client 12 when the client 12
adjusts the channel to the broadcasting station in which the
server 11 is installed.

At step S222, the PDI-BA generator 421 of the client 12
generates a user side PDI-BA to the questions defined in the
PDI-Q received by the reception section 51. In particular,
when the PDI-Q is received from the server 11, the PDI-BA
generator 421 causes the display section not shown to display
screen images corresponding to questions defined in the
PDI-Q and causes the user or viewer of the client 12 to input
or select answers to the questions to generate a user side
PDI-BA representative of the answers. In other words, the
PDI-BA generator 421 interacts with the user to generate a
user side PDI-BA representative of answers to the questions
defined in the PDI-Q.

Here, it is assumed that the client 12 receives a PDI-Q in
which only questions which request answers of the logical
value type and the answer selection type in FIG. 56 and, the
screen images shown in FIGS. 8, 10 and 11 are successively
displayed as screen images corresponding to the question
group defined in the received PDI-Q on the display section
not shown of the client 12.

Further, it is assumed that, on the screen image correspond-
ing to the question of “Common:111” described hereinabove
with reference to FIG. 8, the selection button 62-1 is selected
by the user as an answer to the question. Further, on the screen
image corresponding to the question of “ProviderA:123”
described hereinabove with reference to FIG. 10, the selec-
tion buttons 82-1, 82-2, 82-3 and 82-4 are selected as an
answer to the question by the user. Further, on the screen
image corresponding to the question of “ProviderA:Pro-
gramX:123” described hereinabove with reference to FIG.
11, the selection button 92-2 is selected as an answer to the
question by the user.

At this time, the user side PDI-BA generated by the PDI-
BA generator 421 is such as given below:

{00000000000101:1”

“000001000001117:1101”

“00000100000101:010}
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In the user side PDI-BA described above, the first row
indicates an id element of the question of “Common:111” and
that “True” is selected as an answer to the question.

The second row indicates an id element of the question of
“PoviderA:123” and that “Baseball,” “Soccer” and “Hockey”
are selected as an answer to the question. While the bitmap
index notation of the answers is “0001,” “0100” and “1000,”
since a plurality of answers, that is, one to three answers, are
permitted by the question of “ProviderA:123.” “1101”
obtained by OR coupling the bits of the answers is the bitmap
index notation of the answer to the question of “ProviderA:
123>

The third row indicates an id element of the question of
“ProviderA:ProgramX:123” and that “Occasionally” is
selected as an answer to the question. Since the question of
“ProviderA:ProgramX:123” restricts the number of answers
to one, a notation of OR coupling of bits in the bitmap index
notation of the candidates for an answer is not used, but <010~
representative of “Occasionally” becomes a bitmap index
notation of the answer to the question of the “ProviderA:
ProgramX:123.

It is to be noted that the values of the bits representative of
the answer in the user side PDI-BA are actually mapped on a
binary field.

FIG. 57 illustrates an example of an answer in a user side
PDI-BA mapped on a binary field.

At a right upper portion of FIG. 57, an id element of the
question of “ProviderA:ProgramX:123” and an answer to the
question in the user side PDI-BA described hereinabove are
indicated. As seen in FIG. 57, the six high order bits of the id
element of the question represented in the bitmap index nota-
tion are mapped to six low order bits of a bit string B1 of one
byte, and eight low order bits of the id element of the question
are mapped to bits of a bit string B2 of one byte. Further, the
three bits of the answer to the question, that is, the a element,
are mapped to three low order bits of a bit string B3 of one
byte.

In this manner, an id element of one question in a user side
PDI-BA and an answer to the question can be represented by
three bytes at the most, and a question and an answer to the
question can be specified only by the three bytes.

The PDI-BA generator 421 supplies the user side PDI-BA
generated in this manner to the PDI-BA storage section 422
so as to be stored. The user side PDI-BA stored in the PDI-BA
storage section 422 is used to decide whether or not a content
distributed from the server 11 conforms to the liking of the
user of the client 12 as hereinafter described.

Referring back again to the flow chart of FIG. 53, at step
S213, the PDI-BA generator 412 of the server 11 generates a
provider side PDI-BA to the question defined in the PDI-Q
from the PDI-Q generator 411 and supplies the generated
provider side PDI-BA to the metadata distributor 413. In
particular, when a PDI-Q is generated in response to an opera-
tion of staff in the broadcasting station or provider side, the
PDI-BA generator 412 causes the display section not shown
to display such screen images corresponding to the questions
defined in the PDI-Q as described hereinabove with reference
to FIGS. 8,10 and 11. Then, the PDI-BA generator 412 causes
the staff of the broadcasting station to input or select answers
to the questions to generate a provider side PDI-BA represen-
tative of the answers. At this time, the staff of the broadcasting
station would input or select answers corresponding to a
content to be distributed as answers to the questions defined in
the PDI-Q. In other words, the provider side PDI-BA gener-
ated by the PDI-BA generator 412 represents information or
answers for allowing the user or viewer of the client 12 to
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view a content to be distributed later with the liking of the
viewer taken into consideration.

At step S214, the metadata distributor 413 specifies or
refers to, based on the provider side PDI-BA from the PDI-
BA generator 412, a content corresponding to the PDI-BA
from among the contents accumulated in the content accu-
mulation section 45. The content specified here may be a
content having a similarity between the answer represented
by the provider side PDI-BA from the PDI-BA generator 412
and content metadata applied in advance to the accumulated
content higher than a predetermined value or may be a content
selected in advance as a content to be viewed by the user by
the staff of the broadcasting station. It is to be noted that the
content specified by the metadata distributor 413 is acquired
from the content accumulation section 45 by the content
distributor 46.

At step S215, the metadata distributor 413 newly gener-
ates, based on the content metadata applied in advance to the
content specified at step S215 and the provider side PDI-BA
from the PDI-BA generator 412, content metadata including
the provider side PDI-BA.

At step S216, the transmission section 42 distributes the
content acquired by the content distributor 46 together with
the content metadata generated by the metadata distributor
413. At this time, as the content metadata, content metadata
prescribed by a standardization organization may be trans-
mitted in addition to the content metadata generated by the
metadata distributor 44.

In this manner, a content whose content metadata includes
aprovider side PDI-BA representative of answers intended by
the provider side, or in other words, a content which conforms
to the liking of the user and whose viewing is expected by the
provider side is distributed as the answers to the questions
defined by the PDI-Q.

It is to be noted that the processes at steps S213 to S216
need not be executed immediately after the process at step
S212 but may be executed before a PDI-BA is generated by
and stored into the client 12 owned by each user.

Further, while the content is distributed together with the
content metadata at step S216, the content may not be distrib-
uted together with the content metadata, but otherwise, after
the content metadata including the PDI-BA is transmitted to
the client 12 in advance, the content corresponding to the
content metadata may be distributed.

After the content and the content metadata are distributed
in this manner, the reception section 51 of the client 12
receives the content and the content metadata distributed
from the server 11 and supplies the received content and
content metadata to the content filter 423 at step S223.

At step S224, the content filter 423 carries out matching
between the user side PDI-BA stored in the PDI-BA storage
section 422 and the provider side PDI-BA included in the
content metadata from the server 11.

Example of the Matching Process by the Content Filter

Here, it is assumed that the user side PDI-BA described
hereinabove is generated and stored as the user side PDI-BA
and a provider side PDI-BA given below is transmitted from
the server 11 to the client 12.

{000001000001117:0001”}

This provider side PDI-BA has a basically same configu-
ration as the user side PDI-BA described hereinabove, and
therefore, detailed description thereof is omitted herein to
avoid redundancy. However, this provider side PDI-BA indi-
cates that “Baseball” is selected as an answer to the question
of “ProviderA:123”

At this time, the content filter 423 compares the user side
PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA with each other, and if
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they coincide with each other between the answers thereof to
atleast one of the questions, the content filter 423 decides that
the user side PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA match
with each other. However, if the user side PDI-BA and the
provider side PDI-BA do not coincide with each other
between the answers to any question, then the content filter
423 decides that they do not match with each other. In the
present instance, since the answer to the question of “Pro-
viderA:123” in the user side PDI-BA described hereinabove
and the answer to the question of “ProviderA:123” in the
provider side PDI-BA coincide with each other in that both of
them include the bits representative of “Baseball,” it is
decided that the user side PDI-BA and the provider side
PDI-BA match with each other.

It is assumed that a PDI-BA given below is transmitted as
the provider side PDI-BA subsequently:

{€000001000001117:0010”

“00000100000101”:001”}

This provider side PDI-BA indicates that “Baseball” is
selected as an answer to the question of “ProviderA:123” and
“Never” is selected as an answer to the question of “Pro-
viderA:ProgramX:123.”

In this instance, since the answer to the question in the user
side PDI-BA described above and any answer to the questions
in the provider side PDI-BA do not coincide with each other,
it is decided that the user side PDI-BA and the provider side
PDI-BA do not match with each other.

The content filter 423 carries out the matching process
between the user side PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA
in this manner.

At step S225, the content filter 423 decides whether or not
the user side PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA match
with each other. Ifit is decided at step S225 that the user side
PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA match with each other,
then the content filter 423 decides that the content distributed
from the server 11 conforms to the liking of the user or viewer
of the client 12. Then, the content filter 423 supplies the
content to the content reproduction section 55 or the content
accumulation section 56, and then the processing advances to
S226.

In the case where the content distributed from the server 11
is supplied from the content filter 423 to the content repro-
duction section 55, the content reproduction section 55 repro-
duces the content at step S226. On the other hand, in the case
where the content distributed from the server 11 is supplied
from the content filter 423 to the content accumulation sec-
tion 56, the content accumulation section 56 accumulates or
records the content at step S226. The accumulated content is
supplied to and reproduced by the content reproduction sec-
tion 55 suitably in response to an operation instruction of the
user.

On the other hand, if it is decided at step S225 that the user
side PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA do not match with
each other, then the content filter 423 decides that the content
distributed from the server 11 does not conform to the liking
of the user or viewer of the client 12 and abandons or deletes
the content. The, the processing is ended.

According to the process described above, on the provider
side, a PDI-Q representative of questions regarding the liking
of the user is generated by the server. Then, the PDI-Q is
transmitted to the client terminal, and the provider side PDI-
BA representative of the answers set by the provider side to
the PDI-Q is distributed as content metadata of the corre-
sponding content. Consequently, content metadata which sat-
isfies needs at the time other than content metadata prescribed
by a standardization organization can be applied to a content.
On the other hand, on the user side, a user side PDI-BA

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

42

representative of answers of the user to the PDI-Q from the
server is generated, and matching between the thus generated
user side PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA from the
server is carried out to determine whether or not the content
distributed from the server should be acquired. Consequently,
a content can be filtered with content metadata which satisfies
needs at the time other than content metadata prescribed by a
standardization organization. Accordingly, a content which
satisfies current needs can be acquired.

Meanwhile, in the case where the questions defined in the
PDI-Q request answers of the logical value type and the
answer selection type, when the client terminal carries out
filtering of a content, the user side PDI-BA and the provider
side PDI-BA represented by bitmap indices are compared
with each other. Therefore, the cost in regard to the CPU load
and the memory use amount is lower than that in the case
where the user side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-A of text
representations are compared with each other. Thus, even ifa
great amount of contents are distributed at a time, the distrib-
uted contents can be filtered efficiently.

Itis to be noted that, while, in the foregoing description, the
questions defined by the PDI-Q are only questions which
request answers of the logic value type and the answer selec-
tion type, naturally they may otherwise include questions
which request answers of the integer value type or the char-
acter string type. In this instance, the PDI-BAs, that is, the
user side PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA, include
answers of the text representation as answers to the questions
which request answers of the integer value type and the char-
acter string type. In particular, to a question whose id element
is represented in a bitmap index representation, an answer of
the bitmap index representation is generated, but to a question
whose id element is not represented in a bitmap index repre-
sentation, an answer of a text representation such as an inte-
gral value or a character string is generated.

Further, the configuration described above wherein an id
element of a question and an answer to the question are
represented by a bitmap index can be applied also to the
broadcasting system of the second embodiment described
hereinabove.

In the following, a configuration which uses a PDI-BA in
the broadcasting system according to the second embodiment
of the present invention described hereinabove is described.
Example of a Different Functional Configuration of the
Server

First, an example of a different functional configuration of
the server 11 in the broadcasting system 10 wherein metadata
is represented by a bitmap index is described with reference to
FIG. 58.

The server 11 of FIG. 58 includes a transmission section
42, a content accumulation section 45, a content distributor
46, a metadata distributor 413, a PDI-S generator 431 and a
PDI-S execution section 432.

It is to be noted that, in the server 11 of FIG. 58, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
vided inthe server 11 of FIG. 51 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the server 11 of FIG. 58 is different from the
server 11 of FIG. 51 in that it includes the PDI-S generator
431 and the PDI-S execution section 432 in place of the
PDI-Q generator 411 and the PDI-BA generator 412.

The PDI-S generator 431 generates a PDI-S which is a
script for obtaining a user side PDI-BA representative of
answers of a user to questions regarding the liking of the user
orviewer of the client 12. The PDI-S generator 431 transmits
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the generated PDI-S to the client 12 through the transmission
section 42 and supplies the PDI-S to the PDI-S execution
section 432.

The PDI-S execution section 432 executes the PDI-S from
the PDI-S generator 431 to generate a provider side PDI-BA
representative of answers set by the provider side to the ques-
tions regarding the liking of the user of the client 12. Then, the
PDI-S execution section 432 supplies the generated provider
side PDI-BA to the metadata distributor 413.

Different Example of a Functional Configuration of the Cli-
ent

Now, a different example of a functional configuration of
the client 12 in the broadcasting system 10 wherein metadata
is represented by a bitmap index is described with reference to
FIG. 59.

The client 12 of FIG. 59 includes a reception section 51, a
content reproduction section 55, a content accumulation sec-
tion 56, a PDI-BA storage section 422, a content filter 423, a
PDI-S execution section 441 and a log information storage
section 442.

It is to be noted that, in the client 12 of FIG. 59, like
elements having like functions to those of the elements pro-
videdin the server 12 of FIG. 52 are denoted by like terms and
like reference characters and overlapping description of them
is suitably omitted herein to avoid redundancy.

In particular, the client 12 of FIG. 59 is different from the
client 12 of FIG. 52 in that it includes the PDI-S execution
section 441 in place of the PDI-BA generator 421 and addi-
tionally includes the log information storage section 442.

The PDI-S execution section 441 executes the PDI-S trans-
mitted from the server 11 to generate a user side PDI-BA
representative of answers of the user to the questions regard-
ing the liking of the user of the client 12, and supplies the
generated user side PDI-BA to the PDI-BA storage section
422. The PDI-S execution section 441 executes the PDI-S
based on log information hereinafter described as occasion
demands.

The log information storage section 442 stores log infor-
mation representative of a behavior log of the user who owns
the client 12. The log information stored in the log informa-
tion storage section 442 is read out by the PDI-S execution
section 441 as occasion demands.

Example of the Content Transmission and Reception Pro-
cesses

Now, content transmission and reception processes and a
PDI-S execution process in the broadcasting system 10 con-
figured from the server 11 of FIG. 58 and the client 12 of FIG.
59 are described with reference to flow charts of FIGS. 60 and
61.

It is to be noted that the content transmission and reception
processes and the PDI-S execution process represented by the
flow charts of FIGS. 60 and 61 are basically similar to the
content transmission and reception processes and the PDI-S
execution process executed by the broadcasting system 10 of
the second embodiment described hereinabove and repre-
sented by the flow charts of FIGS. 33 and 35 except that a user
side PDI-BA and a provider side PDI-BA are generated in
place of a user side PDI-A and a provider side PDI-A. There-
fore, overlapping description of the content transmission and
reception processes and the PDI-S execution process is omit-
ted herein to avoid redundancy. It is to be noted that genera-
tion of a user side PDI-BA and a provider side PDI-BA is
carried out similarly to generation of a user side PDI-BA and
a provider side PDI-BA in the content transmission and
reception processes described hereinabove with reference to
the flow chart of FIG. 53.
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In short, according to the process described above, in the
broadcasting system, on the provider side, the server gener-
ates a PDI-S for obtaining a user side PDI-BA to questions
regarding the liking of the user, and the generated PDI-S is
transmitted to the client terminal. Further, a provider side
PDI-BA representative of an answer set by the provider side
to the PDI-S is distributed as content metadata of a corre-
sponding content. Consequently, content metadata which sat-
isfies needs at the time other than content metadata prescribed
by a standardization organization can be applied to a content.
On the other hand, on the user side, the client terminal
executes the PDI-S from the server to generate a user side
PDI-BA and carries out matching between the generated user
side PDI-A and the provider side PDI-BA from the server to
determine whether or not the content distributed from the
server should be acquired. Consequently, a content can be
filtered with content metadata which satisfies needs at the
time other than content metadata prescribed by a standard-
ization organization. Accordingly, a content which satisfies
current needs can be acquired.

Further, in the case where the questions defined by the
PDI-S request answers of the logic values and the answer
selection type, when a content is filtered on the client termi-
nal, the user side PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA
represented by bitmap indices are compared with each other.
Therefore, the cost in regard to the CPU load and the memory
use amount is lower than that in the case where the user side
PDI-BA and the provider side PDI-BA of text representations
are compared with each other. Thus, even if a great amount of
contents are distributed at a time, the distributed contents can
be filtered efficiently.

Further, since the client terminal can interact with the user
by the PDI-S, even if a question set by the provider side has
the substance which requires high interactivity, the client
terminal can interact sufficiently with the user. Accordingly,
since a user side PDI-BA which reflects the liking of the user
with a high degree of accuracy can be generated, an accurate
filtering condition can be obtained, and consequently, a con-
tent which satisfies needs at the time can be acquired with a
higher degree of certainty.

Incidentally, also the broadcasting system of the present
embodiment described hereinabove can be applied to a broad-
casting system which broadcasts by the ATSC-M/H method.
Application Example to a Broadcasting System which Broad-
casts by the ATSC-M/H System

In such an instance, the PDI-BA is placed into at least one
of the “Service” fragment, “Schedule” fragment and “Con-
tent” fragment among the elements which configure the Ser-
vice Guide shown in FIG. 22 as described hereinabove.

FIG. 62 illustrates details of a configuration of the “Ser-
vice” fragment. Referring to FIG. 62, a “PDI-BA” element is
newly added to the “PrivateExt” element defined on the low-
ermost stage in the “Service” fragment illustrated in FIG. 62,
and the PDI-BA is placed into the “PDI-BA” element. More
particularly, for example, a bitmap index of the “PDI-BA”
element which is represented in bytes as <xs:element
name="PDI-BA” type="xs:base64Binary” xmlns:
xs="http://'www.w3.0org/2001/XMLSchema”/> by the XML
schema is encoded as base64Binary.

FIG. 63 illustrates details of a configuration of the “Sched-
ule” fragment. Referring to FIG. 63, a “PDI-BA” element is
newly added to the “PrivateExt” element defined on the low-
ermost stage in the “Schedule” fragment illustrated in FIG.
63, and the PDI-BA is placed into the “PDI-BA” clement.
More particularly, for example, a bitmap index of the “PDI-
BA” element which is represented in bytes as <xs:element
name="PDI-BA” type="xs:base64Binary” xmlns:
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xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema”/> by the XML
schema is encoded as base64Binary.

FIG. 64 illustrates details of a configuration of the “Con-
tent” fragment. Referring to FIG. 64, a “PDI-BA” element is
newly added to the “PrivateExt” element defined on the low-
ermost stage in the “Content” fragment illustrated in FIG. 64,
and the PDI-BA is placed into the “PDI-BA” element. More
particularly, for example, a bitmap index of the “PDI-BA”
element which is represented in bytes as <xs:element
name="PDI-BA” type="xs:base64Binary” xmlns:
xs="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema”/> by the XML
schema is encoded as base64Binary.

It is to be noted that the PDI-Q or PDI-S is placed into the
“Interactivity Data” fragment from among the elements
which configure the Service Guide illustrated in FIG. 22 as
described hereinabove.

Further, the broadcasting system of the present embodi-
ment can be applied also to a broadcasting system which
carries out NRT broadcasting.

Application Example of a Broadcasting System which Car-
ries Out NRT Broadcasting

In such a case, the PDI-BA, that is, the provider side PDI-
BA, transmitted from the server 11 to the client 12 in the
broadcasting system 10 described above is placed into and
transmitted together with “PDI descriptor” newly prescribed
in SMT or NRT-IT (FIG. 29).

FIG. 65 illustrates an example of the syntax of “PDI
descriptor.” In FIG. 65, each of the descriptors described is
defined together with a bit number (No. of bits) and a format
(Format).

According to the syntax illustrated in FIG. 65, the PDI-BA
is described in the descriptor “PDI-BA” of variable bits.

It is to be noted that naturally the broadcasting system of
the present embodiment can be applied to a broadcasting
system which broadcasts by the ATSC-M/H system described
hereinabove or a broadcasting system which carries out NRT
broadcasting by a method other than an existing broadcasting
system.

While the series of processes described above can be
executed by hardware, it may otherwise be executed by soft-
ware. In the case where the series of processes is executed by
software, a program which constructs the software is installed
from a program recording medium into a computer incorpo-
rated in hardware for exclusive use or, for example, a personal
computer for universal use which can execute various func-
tions by installing various programs.

The program recording medium in which a program which
is installed in a computer and can be placed into a state in
which it can be executed by the computer is stored is config-
ured from, as seen in FIG. 2, a removable medium 31 which
is a package medium formed from a magnetic disk (including
a flexible disk), an optical disk (including a CD-ROM (Com-
pact Disc-Read Only Memory), a DVD (Digital Versatile
Disc) and an optical magnetic disc) or a semiconductor
memory, the ROM 22 in which the program is stored tempo-
rarily or permanently or a hard disk or the like which config-
ures the storage section 28. Storage of the program into the
program recording medium is carried out through a wire or
wireless communication medium such as a local area net-
work, the Internet or a digital satellite broadcast through the
communication section 29 which is an interface of a router, a
modem or the like as occasion demands.

It is to be noted that, in the present specification, the steps
which describe the program may be but need not necessarily
be processed in a time series in the order as described, and
include processes which are executed in parallel or individu-
ally without being processed in a time series.
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Further, in the present specification, the term “system” is
used to represent an entire apparatus composed of a plurality
of apparatus.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described using specific terms, such description is
for illustrative purpose only, and it is to be understood that
changes and variations may be made without departing from
the spirit or scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A transmission apparatus for distributing a content item
to a client, comprising:

question generation means for generating question infor-

mation representative of a question regarding one or a
combination of preference, demographic, and interest
information of a user of the client; and

transmission means for

transmitting the question information to the user, the
question information being used to generate user
answer information that is representative of an answer
to the question input by the user in response to the
question represented by the question information, the
user answer information being stored in a memory
and retrieved to filter the content item, and

transmitting the content item together with provider side
answer information of an answer to the question set
by a provider, the provider side answer information
being associated with the content item, wherein

the provider side answer information is compared with the

user answer information stored in the memory to filter
the content item based on whether the provider side
answer information matches the user side answer infor-
mation, and

the user answer information has a same predetermined

format as the provider side answer information.

2. A transmission method of a transmission apparatus for
distributing a content item to a client, comprising:

generating question information representative of a ques-

tion regarding one or a combination of preference,
demographic, and interest information of a user of the
client;

transmitting the question information to the user, the ques-

tion information being used to generate user answer
information that is representative of an answer to the
question input by the user in response to the question
represented by the question information, the user answer
information being stored in a memory and retrieved to
filter the content item; and

transmitting the content item together with provider side

answer information of an answer to the question set by a
provider, the provider side answer information being
associated with the content item, wherein

the provider side answer information is compared with the

user answer information stored in the memory to filter
the content item based on whether the provider side
answer information matches the user side answer infor-
mation, and

the user answer information has a same predetermined

format as the provider side answer information.

3. A reception apparatus for acquiring a content item dis-
tributed from a server, comprising:

answer generation means for generating, in response to

question information representative of a question
regarding one or a combination of preference, demo-
graphic, and interest information of a user and transmit-
ted from the server to said reception apparatus, user side
answer information of an answer of the user to the ques-
tion;
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a memory configured to store the user side answer infor-
mation, which is retrieved to filter the content item;
receiving means for receiving from the server the content
item together with provider side answer information of
an answer to the question set by a provider, the provider
side answer information having a same predetermined
format as the user side answer information and being
associated with the content item; and
matching means for performing a comparison between the
user side answer information and the provider side
answer information transmitted from the server to said
reception apparatus to filter the content item, distributed
from the server, based on whether the provider side
answer information matches the user side answer infor-
mation.
4. A reception method of a reception apparatus for acquir-
ing a content item distributed from a server, comprising:
generating, in response to question information represen-
tative of a question regarding one or a combination of
preference, demographic, and interest information of a
user and transmitted from the server to the reception
apparatus, user side answer information of an answer of
the user to the question;
storing the user side information in a memory;
receiving from the server the content item together with
provider side answer information of an answer to the
question set by a provider, the provider side answer
information having a same predetermined format as the
user side answer information and being associated with
the content item; and
performing, by a processor of the reception apparatus, a
comparison between the user side answer information
and the provider side answer information transmitted
from the server to the reception apparatus to filter the
content item, distributed from the server, based on
whether the provider side answer information matches
the user side answer information.
5. A transmission and reception system, comprising:
a transmission apparatus adapted to distribute a content
item; and
a reception apparatus adapted to filter the content item
distributed from the transmission apparatus;
said transmission apparatus including
a question generator configured to generate question
information representative of a question regarding
one or acombination of preference, demographic, and
interest information of a user of said reception appa-
ratus, and
a transmitter configured to
transmit the question information to the user, and
transmit the content item together with provider side
answer information of an answer to the question set
by a provider, the provider side answer information
being associated with the content item;
said reception apparatus including
an answer generator configured to generate user side
answer information of an answer of the user to the
question represented by the question information in
response to the question information transmitted from
the transmission apparatus,
amemory configured to store the user side answer infor-
mation, which is retrieved to filter the content item;
a receiver configured to receive from the server the con-
tent item together with the provider side answer infor-
mation of the answer to the question set by the pro-
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vider, the provider side answer information having a
same predetermined format as the user side answer
information; and

a processor configured to perform a comparison
between the user side answer information and the
provider side answer information transmitted from
the transmission apparatus to filter the content item,
distributed from the transmission apparatus, based on
whether the provider side answer information
matches the user side answer information.
6. A transmission apparatus for distributing a content item
to a client, comprising:
a question generator configured to generate question infor-
mation representative of a question regarding one or a
combination of preference, demographic, and interest
information of a user of the client; and
a transmitter configured to
transmit the question information to the user, the ques-
tion information being used to generate user answer
information that is representative of an answer to the
question input by the user in response to the question
represented by the question information, the user
answer information being stored in a memory and
retrieved to filter the content item, and

transmit the content item together with provider side
answer information of an answer to the question set
by a provider, the provider side answer information
being associated with the content item, wherein

the provider side answer information is compared with the
user answer information stored in the memory to filter
the content item based on whether the provider side
answer information matches the user side answer infor-
mation, and

the user answer information has a same predetermined
format as the provider side answer information.

7. The transmission apparatus according to claim 6, further
comprising a metadata generator configured to generate
metadata including the provider side answer information as
metadata of the content item corresponding to the answer to
the question set by the provider;

wherein said transmitter is configured to transmit the meta-
data to the client.

8. The transmission apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein the transmitter transmits a digital television broad-
cast signal including the content item and the provider side
answer information.

9. The transmission apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein

the transmitter is configured to transmit the content item
together with the provider side answer information to a
reception apparatus, and

the content item associated with the provider side answer
information is stored in the memory when the reception
apparatus determines the provider side answer informa-
tion matches the user side answer information.

10. A reception apparatus for acquiring a content item

distributed from a server, comprising:

an answer generator configured to generate, in response to
question information representative of a question
regarding one or a combination of preference, demo-
graphic, and interest information of a user and transmit-
ted from the server to said reception apparatus, user side
answer information of an answer of the user to the ques-
tion;

a memory configured to store the user side answer infor-
mation, which is retrieved to filter the content item;
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areceiver configured to receive from the server the content
item together with provider side answer information of
an answer to the question set by a provider, the provider
side answer information having a same predetermined
format as the user side answer information and being 5
associated with the content item; and

amatcher configured to perform a comparison between the

user side answer information and the provider side
answer information transmitted from the server to said
reception apparatus to filter the content item, distributed 10
from the server, based on whether the provider side
answer information matches the user side answer infor-
mation.

11. The reception apparatus according to claim 10, wherein
said processor performs the comparison to filter the content
item corresponding to metadata including the provider side
answer information.

12. The reception apparatus according to claim 10, wherein
the receiver is configured to receive a digital television broad-
cast signal including the content item and the provider side 20
answer information.

13. The reception apparatus according to claim 10, further
comprising:

an accumulator configured to store the content item in the

memory when the matcher determines that the provider 25
side answer information associated with the content
item matches the user side answer information.
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