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positions.

0002] Multi-blade mower decks have been manufactured and sold with hinged

@Cks, Wh

operator may secure to the underside of the mower deck. These mulch kits are

e mower back to the side discharge position.




"0

| |

handle mounted on a detent plate and having a detent abutting a first stop on the

0010] Fig. 5 is a bottom perspective view




pin may have a square cross section that may engage square hole 166 in

ching pos




the stepped handle back

rough a hole in the detent plate. The pivot pin




181 may include coil spring 188 inserted around pivot pin 190 above the lever and

upper end of pivot pin 180. Detent p

threade

200 of the detent plate in the side discharge position

may include righ




wer deck 100 having three adjacent

e )

v cutting

tion ‘mower deck. Vertical b

which may




ut stationary deflector or b

103 out through an opening in the side skirt at the side of the mower deck and un

affle 129 may have a vertical dimension less than the

[0027] Having described the preferred embodiment, it will become apparent that.

various modifications can be made without departing from the scope of the invention




09 11 20

Claims:

1. A mulch kit control lever, comprising:

a detent plate attached to a top surface of a mower deck, the detent plate
having a first stop and a second stop;

a vertically oriented pivot pin extending through the detent plate and through
the mower deck and engaging a mulch gate;

a handle engaging the pivot pin and pivoting to move the mulch gate between
a side discharge position and a mulching position; and

a detent pin on the handle abutting the first stop on the detent plate In the side

discharge position and the second stop on the detent plate in the mulching position.

2. The mulch kit control lever of claim 1 further comprising a spring urging

the detent pin against the detent plate.

3. The mulch kit control lever of claim 1 or 2 wherein a portion of the pivot

pIN has a square cross section engaging a square hole in the handle.

4 The mulch kit control lever of claim 1, 2 or 3 wherein the handle Is
stepped.
S. The mulch kit control lever of claim 1, 2, 3, or 4 wherein the detent pin

IS adjustably located In a slot in a first end of the handle.

o. A mulch kit control lever, comprising:

a handle connected by a vertically oriented pivot pin to a pivoting mulch gate;

a detent pin on the handle abutting a first stop on a detent plate when the
mulch gate Is In a side discharge position and abutting a second stop on a detent
plate when the mulch gate Is In a mulching position; and

a coll spring around the vertically oriented pin and biasing the detent pin

downwardly against the detent plate, the coll spring being compressible by pushing
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down the handle to lift the detent pin above the detent plate.

/. The mulch kit control lever of claim 6 wherein the vertically oriented

pivot pin extends through a hole In the detent plate.

8. The mulch kit control lever of claim 6 or 7 further comprising a vertical

hinge connecting the mulch gate to a deflector plate.

9. The mulch kit control lever of claim 8 wherein the vertically oriented

pivot pin extends through the vertical hinge.

10. A mulch kit control lever, comprising:

a mulch gate pivoting between a side discharge position and a mulching
position;

a pivoting handle mounted on a detent plate and having a detent abutting a
first stop on the detent plate in the side discharge position and a second stop on the
detent plate in the mulching position;

a pivot pin extending through the detent plate and connecting the mulch gate
to the pivoting handle; and,

a coll spring positioned around the pivot pin and arranged to bias the detent

down against one of the first stop and the second stop of the detent plate, the coll

spring being compressible by pushing down the pivoting handle to raise the detent

off the detent plate.

11. A mulch kit control lever of claim 10, wherein the pivot pin Is In a hinge

between the mulch gate and a deflector plate.
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