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An imaging method and apparatus for forming a plurality of images of substantially the same area on a
sample for defect inspection within the area are disclosed. The disclosed method comprises line-scanning
the charged particle beam over the area to form a plurality of n*Y scan lines by repeatedly forming a group
of n scan lines for Y times. During the formation of each group of n scan lines, an optical beam is, from one
line scan to another, selectively illuminated on the area prior to or simultaneously with scanning of the
charged particle beam. In addition, during the formation of each group of n scan lines, a condition of
illumination of the optical beam selectively changes from one line scan to another. The conditions at which

individual n scan lines are formed are repeated for the formation of all Y groups.
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[3£37]) An imaging method and apparatus for forming a plurality of
images of substantially the same area on a sample for defect inspection
. within the area are disclosed. The disclosed method comprises line-
scanning the charged particle beam over the area to form a plurality of
n*Y scan lines by repeatedly forming a group of n scan lines for Y
times. During the formation of each group of n scan lines, an optical
beam is, from one line scan to another, selectively illuminated on the
area prior to or simultaneously with scanning of the charged particle

beam. In addition, during the formation of each group of n scan lines,
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a condition of illumination of the optical beam selectively changes
"~ from one line scan to another. The conditions at which individual n

scan lines are formed are repecated for the formation of all Y groups.
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