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UNlTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

FBANK W LANCASTER OF PHILADELPHIA PENNSYLVANIA

REGISTERING CO‘TTRIBUTION—BOX

1,348,012.

' Specification or Létters Patent,

atented July 27 1920.

Apphcatlon ﬁled Novemher 30, .1918.  Serial No. 264,790.

7o all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxg W. LANCASTER,
a citizen of the. United States residing at
Thiladelphia, in the county of I hlhdelphn
State of Pennsylvanm, have invented cer-
tain new and ussful Improvements in Reg-
istering’ Contribution-Boxes; and I do here-
by deelzue the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the 1nvent1011 such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the

- same.

The invention relates to a check control-
ling apparatus and more particularly to the
class of registering contribution boxes. ,

The primary ob]eet of the invention is,
the provision of an apparatus of this char-
acter, wherein are held checks indicative of
1ece1pts of predetermined denominations of
coins, which when deposited, will effect the
automatic dehverv of a receipt therefrom,
thereby placing in the hands of the de-
positor an acknowledgment of the coin of a
predetermined denomination when deposit-
ed within the apparatus, the apparatus be-
ing designed. for use as a collector for dues,
contributions or the like, for religious socie-
ties, churches, assomatlons or other organi-

atlons

Another object-of the invention is, thie
provision of an apparatus of this ch‘xracter,

“wherein on the deposit of coins of predeter-
mined denominations it will register or tally

the same to determine the amotnt deposited
within the apparatus, the construction being
novel in form to avoid tampering therewith
and -eliminate the possibility of operating
said apparatus by the use of spurlous coins
or slugs.

A further ob]ect of the invention is, the
provision of an apparatus-of this character,
which is comparatively simple in construc-
tion, thoroughly refiable and efficient in its
operatlon for the purpose intended thereof,
strong, dm able and i 1ne‘(pen51ve to manufac-
ture. - -

With these and. cther’ objects in view, the
invention consists - in.the -features of-con-

struction, combination and :arrangement -of

parts as will be heréinafter fully ‘described,

illustrated in-the accompanying dmwmo's,

and pointed out 1n the claims heveunto ap-
pended. e

In the accompcmymo drawmcs

Figure 1,is a Vertlcal transverse sectlonal

view through the apparatus or- box, con-
structed in accordance with the invention.

Fig. 2, is'a vertical lon(rltudlnal seetlon‘LI
view thereof.

Tig. 3, is a sectional view on the hne 3—3
of 1<1fr 1 looking in the direction, of the
arrow.

Fig. 4, is a fragmentary rear elevatlon
pfutly broken away.

#1g. 5, is a detail perspectlve view of the
Ieeupt check controlhncr slide and adjunct
parts.

TFig. 6,1s a fraﬂmenmry pelspeatlve view
of one of the coin-chutes same bemfr p:uﬂy
broken away. ,

Fig:7,1s a front elevation.

Fw g is a fragmentary detailed vertleal
sectlonal view through several of the check
containing columns or holders.-

Fig. 9, 15 a perspective view of the slide-

controlhncr plunger, the slide removed.
. Fig. 10 1s a.sectional view on the line

10--10 of Fig. 8, lookmg in the dneetlonv

of the arrow.
Similar reference characters 1ndlcftte cor-

respondlno parts throvghout the seveml‘

views in the drawings.

~Referring to the drawm(rs in detail, A
designates - Generally a casing which has 2
removable slide top 10 and on ! the front wall
11 is supported a mirror 12, the casing A

!
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being . preferably constructed from metal

and its front, sides, back, bottom and top

being aseembled fmd conneeted together in-

any - “suitable manner. Removable through
the back of the casing A and suitably sup-
ported within said -casing; spaced from the
boettom is a coin deposit drawer 12/ which is
locked or otherwise held: closed. against de-
tachment from the casing for malicious ac-
cess thereto and is preferably substantially
L-shape in formation so as not to interfere
with the operating parts of the check con-
trolling “mechanism, heremafter fully de-
seribed.

 Mounted in the upper portlon of the
casing A; transversely thereof, are horizon-
tal braces 13, supporting a plurahty of ver-
tical spaeed -parallel :tubes. or :columns 14

constituting: chambers for receipt: checks 15-

which are staclked therein and. are grouped

‘according to the particular.denominations

indicative of tthe coins deposited within the
apparatus or box. The upper ends of the

tubes 14 are open and the same are’ filled
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thelctluou«rh w1th the chucks 1o on the re-

‘moval of the. top 10 from the casing A,

while the lower ends of these tubes are Tike
wise open for ‘the delivery of the chécks
therefrom, in a manner presently-described.

Armnoed below the delivery ends of the .
tubes 14 “and forwardly inclined and open-_ -
ing through the front 11 of the casing A are
check delivery chutes 16 awhich communi-.
cate at their lower ends with receiving cups.

17 which are ecarried by the front 11 and
rising from the rear-ends or hmhel pot-
tions of the chutes 16 are hoppels 18 which
are accessible to pairs of the tubes 14 so
that the checks from the several tubes will
be delivered into the chutes for the feeding
thereof by grdvity into the-cups 17 to be
accessible to the. depositor.

Located immediately below each tube 14
is:u horizontally disposed check controlling
slide 19 which is formed with an opening 20
corresponding to the size of the checks 15
and normally. registering . with the ‘bore of
the tube 14 for accommodatmcr the lower-
most check therein which latter is held in
the opening 20 by a retarding ledge 21 fixed
across the rear side of the-tube below the
slide 19 so that the check will not fall from
the slide until it has been carried forward off
The slide 19 is fitted slidably
within a plunfrer 22 which is'in the form of
a plate havmcr side guide cleats and inturned
flanges 23 engaging the edges of the slide
19, the plundel bemcr ‘movable independ-
ently of and with the shde 19,in a manner

- presently described.
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Formed 1n each shde 19 hear the for Ward

end is a cross shaped slot 24, the transverse

portion of which is ‘thted to receive a
coin admitted into the casing A, the plunger
22 -being - slotted  through Sts bottom and
notched in its flanges over the ends of the
slot as at 22" to accommodate said coin

“when the slide 19 and plunger 22 are in nor-

mal position. The slide 19 is formed with
depending pins or abutments 25 wso that
when the plunger is moved outwardly or
forwardly and returns-to normal position,
the same will act upon the slide to move it
therewith to normal position, the slide ‘and
plunger being held in normal position under
the action of a coiled retractile- spring 26
connected with the front end of the- plunger
and to a guide bridge piece 27, in the casing
A. Mounted on and rising from each p1un~
ger is a cein receiving “Funnel 28~ which

‘revlsters with the slot and notches 297 in

said plunger and introduces the coin-29 into
the slot 24 in the slide, which: coin  locks the

plunger and slide together for movement

with each. other. “Mounted on the bridge

- piece 27 and extending forwardly is a rest
plate 30 for the coin 99'in each slide to pre-

vent it dropping therethrough until -the
coin has been moved off of the rest: plate 30

1,348,012

for the dehvely thcreof into o dehvery

- trouwh 31 for each of the slides 19 to deliver

the deposxted coin into the drawer 12/, the

trough 31 being supported in any suitable

manuner below the rest plate 30 in the casing
A of the apparatus.
Journaled transversely in the casing A,

adjacent to the front 11 is a shaft 3% on

which . are. supported: operating keys 33
which extend outwardly through suitable
slots 34 exteriorly. of the casing A to be
manually -depressed, and each: lxey controls

a rocking lever 35 connected by a link 36

with a. lockmg actuator arm 37 which is
supported upon a countershaft 38 journaled
transversely in the casing A below the plun-
ger 22, the arm 37 being formed with a lon-
01tud1n'Ll slot 39. Received and working
therein is a pin 40 mounted in pivot ears
41 formed on the front end of the plunger
92 which between the ears 41 is cut away at
42 to allow movement of the arm 37, and this
arm controls the action of the plunger.

The keys 38 are formed with buttons or
heads 43 the same being marked with indicia
indicative of the denommmtlons of the -re-
spective coins deposited within the appara-
tus, and likewise the checks 15 in their

~groups are correspondingly designated to

the denominations .of coins depos1ted and
constitute receipts therefor, when delivered
from the apparatus. '

Mounted 1n the casing A at -the bwck
thereof for each of the shdes 19 is a register-
ing mechanism 44 which is visible from the
rear of -the apparatus and is of any ap-
proved form, the operating arm or member
45 of which is projected into the path of a
trip extension 46 on the rear end -of the
slide 19, so that. on movement of the slide
for the delivery of a check 15 from the ap-

_paratus-the register 44 will be actuated for

the counting or tallying ‘of the checks de-
livered from said apparatus.

Opening through the front 11 of the cas-
ing A near the top thereof, is a series of
coin deposit. chutes 47, the coin being ad-
mitted thereto thloutrh the coin slot 48 in
the offset angular pOlthD 49 of the front
11, and each “chute 47 extends downwardly
directly .over the funnel 28 for. delivering
the coin 29 therein on’ its deposit. within
the apparatus.. Each chute 47 opens into a
deflector’ chute 50 which extends laterally
and downwardly directly.over: the drawer
12 so.that in the event of a spurious coin
or slug being introduced into the apparatus

it will be- deflected intothe deflector chute
“50 and travel directly to the drawer 12’ but

will be ineffective for the successful opera-
tion of the apparatus. Arranged within
the end portion of each. chute 47 are coin
gaging tracks 51 which carry legitimate
coins 1into - the. deposit: runway 52 in the
chute 47 for eﬁ'ectmg the operation of the
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machine, and spurious or unqualified coins
deposited in the apparatus A will drop into
the deflector chute 50 to be ineffective for
the operation of the apparatus.

The apparatus in this instance is con-
structed for the deposit of coins of the five
cent, ten cent, twenty-five cent and fifty
cent denominations, yet the apparatus may
be changed or altered for the deposit of
other coins or different denominations. The
checks 15 in the plurality of tubes 14 are
correspondingly marked and indicative of
the coins of the specified denominations and
serve as receipts for the deposit thereof in
the apparatus.

When no coin has been deposited in the
apparatus and any one of the keys is
pressed, the plunger 22 controlled thereby
will move upon its slide 19 without moving
the latter so that a check 15 will not be de-
livered from the apparatus. On the deposit
of a coin 29 of a predetermined denomina-
tion, the same when inserted in the slot 48,
will gravitate down the chute 47 into the
funnel 28 drop into the slot 24 in the slide
19 and slot 22" in the plunger as shown in
Fig. 1 of the drawings and come to rest
upon the rest plate 30, thereby locking the
plunger 22 to the slide 19; and upon de-
pressing the key 33 controlling the said

plunger, the same and the slide will be

moved forward simultaneously, extracting
the check 15 in the opening 20 in said slide
from the group of checks standing in the
tube 14. When the check removed by the
slide rides off of the ledge 21, it will fall
into the hopper 18, thence into the delivery
chute 16 which carries the same into the
cup 17 for possession thereof by the oper-
ator of the apparatus. - On the simultaneous
movement of the plunger 22 and the slide
19 for the ejecting of the check 15, the coin
29 will ride off of the rest plate 30 and drop
into the trough 381 and thence into the
drawer 12’. The actuation of the slide 19
operates the register 44 for registering the
deposit of the coin in the apparatus.

' - Witnesses:

8

When the coin has been deposited -and
pressure is relieved from the key 33, the
slide 19 and the plunger 22 under the ac-
tion of the spring 26 return to normal posi-
tion, and a check 15 enters the opening 20
in said slide for subsequent, delivery from
the apparatus on the deposit of another
coin therein.

Each tube 14 is formed with a longitudi-
nal slot 53 to permit a person to determine
the number of checks therein.

From the foregoing it is thought, that the
construction and manner of operation of
the apparatus will be clearly understood,
and therefore a more extended explanation
has been omitted.

What is claimed is: o

In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a fixed up-
right tube for checks having a retarding
ledge across the rear side of its lower -end,
a chute beneath the latter leading to a de-
livery -cup, and a coin chute forward of the
tube; of a bridge having a guide forward
of the lower end of the tube, a plunger slid-
able in said guide and having cleats rising
from its edges and turned inward into
flanges, the plunger having a transverse coin
slot' in its bottom and the flanges having
notches over the ends of said slot, a spring
moving the plunger normally rearward
against said tube, manually operable mecha-
nism for moving the plunger forward, a
funnel carried by the plunger and standing
normally beneath said coin chute, a rest
plate carried by the bridge and extending
forward beyond said slot, and a slide guided
within said plunger and having a coin slot
registering with the slot thereof and a check
opening registering with the bore of the
tube.
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In testimony Whereof, I affix my signa--

ture, in the presence of two witnesses.
FRANK W. LANCASTER.

A. R. Rosixnson,
(. B. Soroaon.



