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(57) Abstract: A lighting device of a discharge lamp comprising a circuit (5) for detecting a tube current (I) flowing through a code
cathode ray tube (3), and a light control switching circuit (9) for generating an AC output (Vi) continuously from an AC conversion
circuit (2) by invalidating a light control signal (V) being imparted from a light control signal generating circuit (4) to a light control
circuit (7) during an interval (T¢) when the tube current detecting circuit (5) does not detect the tube current (Ir) and driving the light
control circuit (7) when the tube current detecting circuit (5) detects the tube current (Ir). Since the light control signal (V) being
imparted from the light control signal generating circuit (4) to the light control circuit (7) is invalidated by the light control switching
circuit (9) because the tube current (Ip) scarcely flow into the cathode ray tube (3) at the time of starting, the AC output (Vi) from the
AC conversion circuit (2) is fed continuously to the cathode ray tube (3). Consequently, a necessary and sufficient exciting energy
is fed quickly to the code cathode ray tube (3) at the time of starting and the cathode ray tube (3) can be lighted in a short time with
an arbitrary luminance.
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