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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, SARAH J. MILEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Man-
chester, in the county of Hillsborough and
State of New Hampshire, have invented cer-
tain newand useful Improvementsin Clothes-
Pins; and I do hereby declare the following

- to beafull, clear, and exact description of the
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invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. '

This invention has for its object a general
improvement of the ordinary clothes - pin
when made of a single piece of wood, which
frequently gives: much trouble and annoy-
ance by failing to hold a garment upon a line.
Such a pin may be forced very tightly onto a
garment and line; but if the wind is blowing
strong the garment strains the pin so severely
that it often slips off; letting the garment fall
to the ground. Then, again, when the pin
grips the garment sufficiently tight to with-
stand the strain caused by a strong wind the
pin is liable tosplit, thus rendering it useless.

The object of my invention is to overcome
these difficulties by improving the efficiency
of the ordinary style of clothes-pin; and to
this end my invention consists of a clothes-
pin made of a single piece of bifurcated wood
of the same form as is the common pin, hav-
ing the adjacent sides of its split or bifurcated
portion corrugated and provided with curved
strengthening or stay plates, and having
prongs projecting at right angles from its
edges for driving into the pin at opposite ter-
minals of the slit or bifurcation, as fully set
forth in the following specification and claims
and clearly illustrated in the drawings accom-
panying and forming a part of the same, of
which— -

Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved
bifureated clothes-pin, Fig. 2 being a sec-
tional elevation of thesame. Fig. 8isa cross-
section taken on line X X of Fig. 1.
is an enlarged perspective view of one of
my improved stay-plates which prevent the
clothes-pin from splitting., TFig. 5is an en-
larged elevation showing a simple modifica-
tion of my improved stay-plates.

Similar reference-letters designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the several views.

The clothes-pin A is bifurcated at B; but

Fig. 4 |

to carry out my invention this slit B is made
with a corrugated cutter, which forms fine
ridges or eorrugations upon the adjacent sides
of the slit, as at b in the drawings, rendering
the pin certain to hold a garment to a line if
properly applied, and to prevent the clothes-
pin from splitting when excessively strained
I provide a pair of metal plates C, curved to
correspond with the diameter of a clothes-
pin and having two or more prongs c¢ for
driving into the wood, as seen in Figs. 2 and
3, and these prongs ¢ may be flat and ser-
rated, as at ¢'in Fig. 4, or they may be formed
of threaded wire, as in Fig. 5, the purpose of
these serrated or threaded prongs being to
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firmly and securely hold the plates C upon '

the clothes-pin.

It is a matter of common knowledge that
the grain of the wood of clothes-pins extends
longitudinally, or practically so, and while
the interfitting corrugations serve to fasten
the clothes more securely upon the line the
pin would be liable to split along the grain
above the end of the bifurcation were it not
for the stay-plates described. For this rea-
son the terminal prongs of the plates are dis-
posed with the grain, serving to bind the
wood fiber and preventits spreading laterally
or splitting, while the intermediate prong is
disposed across the grain, in line with the
bifurcation, to sever the fiberand prevent the
split from extending above the stay-plate in
the event of the pin being subjected to suffi-
cient strain to start the split.

It should be noted that no special adapta-
tion of the pin for the reception of the plates
is necessary and that the plates constructed
as described may be quickly applied to any
pin of ordinary construction.

A practical test of myimproved clothes-pin
satisfies me that it can be relied upon to hold
a garment upon a line where the ordinary pin
will work off, allowing the garment to drop.

Having described my improvements, what
I claim is—

1. Asanewarticle of manufacturea wooden
clothes-pin provided with a longitudinal slit,
and diametrically-opposed stay-plateslocated
above the slit and provided respectively with
terminal prongs extending into the pin above
and at opposite sides of the slit and disposed
with the grain and an intermediate prong di-
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rectly above the slit and disposed across the
grain, substantially as specified.

2. Asanewarticleof manufacturea wooden
clothes-pin provided with a tortuousslit form-
ing interfitting corrugations, diametrically
opposite stay-plates located above the slit and
of substantially triangular form and provided
respectively with terminal prongs extending
from the plate above and at opposite sides of

1o the slit and disposed with the grain-of the

pin, and an intermediate prong above the tei*
minal prongs, directly above the slit and dis-
posed across the grain, substantially as speci-
fied.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
SARAI J. MILEY.
Witnesses:
J. B. THURSTON,
P. II. SULLIVAN.




