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This invention relates to article carriers and more par-
ticularly to carriers having multi-ply handle panels se-
cured together in face contacting relation to form a com-
posite medial handle on sither side of which a plurality
of article receiving cells are formed. The invention is
more particularly concerned with carriers of this type in
which separate partitioning elements are inserted and se-
cured by glue or other snitable means and relates to an
insert construction which is especially adapted to be se-
cured within the carrier by simple and sturdy structural
means and wherein riser panels are disposed medially at
each end of the carrier and foldably joined to the carrier
end and handle panels and wherein such riser panels are
arranged to afford an elément of reinforcement whereby
the handle structure of carriers of this type is materially
strengthened at the regions thereof which receive maxi-
mum stress during service conditions. ‘

In Patent 2,537,452 granted January 9, 1951, and owned
by the assignee of this invention, a sturdy and reliable
carrier is disclosed which is constructed of a single paper-
board blank and which is adapted to make full utilization
of paperboard from which such a carrier preferably is
constructed. This type of carrier can be manufactured
in quantity at reasonable cost and is particularly well
suited for use with certain articles to be packaged such,
for example, as boitled soft drinks. In a carrier of the
type disclosed in the aforementioned patent, article receiv-
ing cells are defined by relatively narrow partition strips
which are disposed in spaced relation on either side of
the carrier handle and which are interconnected between
the handle and the side walls.

A principal object of this invention is to provide an
improved article carrier wherein improved partitioning
structure is utilized in such a way as to afford added article
protection and which is interrelated with the structural
elements of the carrier 'so as to afford added strength and
reinforcement.

Another object of this invention is the provision of an
improved carrier in which essential elements such as riser
panels are adapted to afford added reinforcement to the
handle structure at points of maximum stress and without
utilizing additional material for such purpose.

A further object of the invention is to provide riser
panels which are particularly configured so as to afford
a single thickness partition at each end of the carrier and
which are arranged in nested relation in the blank form,
the particular shape of the risers being chosen to afford
proper coaction with the feeder wheels of the carton form-
ing machine.

The invention in one form as applied to an article
carrier of the above-mentioned type comprises a cushion-
ing panel disposed on each side of the handle panel of
the carrier and having anchoring tabs formed along the
edges thereof and wherein such tabs are secured to riser
panels at the ends of the carrier so as to afford reinforce-
ment for the carrier and a complete central panel. In
accordance with another feature of the invention, the riser
panels are formed with reinforcing tabs along their upper
edges which are secured to the usual handle panels in
the region of maximum stress so as materially to increase
the strength and sturdiness of the carrier and particularly
of its handle.

For a better understanding of the invention reference
may be had to the following detailed description taken
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2
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a setup article carrier con-
structed in accordance with one embodiment of the in-
vention; FIG. 2 is a plan view of a blank from which the
basic structure of the carrier of FIG. 1 is formed; FIG. 3
is a plan view of a blank of a partition forming insert
which is secured to certain carrier elements of the blank
depicted in FIG. 2 during the formation of a completed
carrier; FIGS. 4-8 inclusive depict folding and gluing
stages or operations whereby the blanks depicted in FIGS.
2 and 3 are glued, assembled and folded so as to produce
the carrier depicted in collapsed form in FIG. 8 and in
setup form in FIG. 1; FIGS. 4A and 4B show intermedi-
ate stages of the folding operation of the blank depicted
in FIG. 3 whereby paartitions are formed on each side
of the handle; FIG. 9 is a perspective view of another
embodiment .of the invention; FIG. 10 is a plan view of a
blank from which an insert is formed for inclusion in the
carrier depicted in FIG. 9; FIG. 11 is a plan view of the
basic blank used to construct the carrier depicted in FIG.
9; in which FIGS. 12-15 depict various stages of gluing
and folding whereby the blanks depicted in FIGS. 10
and 11 are glued and manipulated to produce the finished
carrier depicted in collapsed form in FIG. 15 and in setup
condition in FIG. 9; and in which FIG. 16 is a plan view
of an alternative insert which may be used on one side of
the handle instead of the insert depicted in FIG. 10 in
accordance with still another feature of the invention.

With reference to the drawings and particularly with
reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the numerals 1 and 2 desig-
nate side walls of the carrier while the numerals 3, 4, 5
and 6 dencte end panels. End panels 3 and 4 are fold-
ably connected with side wall 1 along fold lines 7 and 8
respectively while end panels 5 and 6 are foldably con-
nected with side wall 2 along fold lines 9 and 10, respec-
tively. Foldably joined to the bottom edge 11 of side
wall 1 is a bottom flap generally designated by the
numeral 12. Also foldably joined along the fold line 13
to the bottom edge of the side panel 2 is a bottom wall 14
having a medial fold line designated at 15. Foldably
joined along the fold line 16 to the end panel 3 is a riser
panel in the form of medial partitioning support element
17. Similarly, riser panels in the form of medial parti-
tioning support elements 18, 19 and 2 are foldably joined
along lines 21, 22 and 23 to the end panels 5, 6 and 4, re-
spectively.

The handle structure of the carton depicted in FIG. 1
is similar to that disclosed and claimed in the above men-
tioned Patent 2,537,452 and comprises two pairs of tele-
scopically arranged panels best shown in FIGS. 2 and 4
and designated by the numerals 24, 25, 26 and 27. Cer-
tain numerals are applied to FIG. 2 and certain other
numerals are shown on FIG. 3 to prevent crowding. The
panels 24-27 are generally similar in their overall arrange-
ment and therefore only one of such panels will be de-
scribed in detail, it being deemed desirable to point out
however that the handle panel 24 is foldably joined to
the handle panel 26 along the medial fold line 28 while
the handle panel 25 is foldably joined to the handle panel
27 along the coincidental fold line 28. Panel 24 is sepa-
rated from panel 25 along a cut line 30 while panel 26
is separated from panel 27 along a cut line 31 which coin-
cides with line 38. The outline of any one of the handle
panels follows that for panel 26. The panel 24 may be
defined by the points A, B, C, D, E and F so that the area
enclosed by the lines connecting these points A~F defines
the one handle 24 disposed in a single plane. Line A-B is
a cut line separating handle panel 24 from end panel 3.
Similarly, line C-D is a cut line separating partitioning
strip 32 from an edge of handle panel 24 while line D-E
is a cut line coinciding with line 38 which separates panel
24 from panel 25. B-C is a fold line whereby the par-
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titioning strip 32 is foldably connected with handle panel
24 while line G—H is a fold line along which the partition-
ing strip 32 is foldably joined with the side wall 1.

For the purpose of enabling the carrier to be readily
grasped by the hand of the person carrying it, aperture 33
is provided in handle panel 24 and in addition, a flap 34
may be provided and adjoined to the handle panel 24
along fold line 35 if desired.

In similar fashion hand hold aperture 36 and flap 37
are provided in handle panel 25 and hand hold aperture 38
and flap 39 are provided in handle panel 27.

As is disclosed in the above mentioned Patent 2,537,452
additional partitioning strips 48, 41 and 42 are provided
and are interrelated with the other elements as described
in detail above in connection with partitioning strip 32.

The handle panels 24 and 26 are telescoped over handle
panels 25 and 27 when the carton is formed as will be
described in detail hereinafter.

An auxiliary panel is provided in one of the handle
panels, such as 26, instead of the hand gripping flaps des-
ignated 34, 37 and 33 in connection with panels 24, 25 and
27. Such auxiliary panel is designated in the drawings
by the numeral 43 and is separated from handle panel 26
along a cut line extending from the point designated I
to point J and thence to points K and L. A fold line
designated by the numeral 44 is provided whereby the
auxiliary panel 43 may be folded downwardly.

The insert depicted in FIG. 3 comprises a cushioning
panel 45 and a pair of partitioning panels 46 and 47 fold-
ably joined to opposite edges of cushioning panel 45 along
fold lines 48 and 49. Cut lines 59-53 define a T-shaped
lower portion of cushioning panel 45, wherein the projec-
tions 45a, 45b, 45¢, 45d constitute anchoring tabs for the
inserts on both sides of the handle, such projections be-
ing designated in FIGS. 4A and 4B.

One insert such as is shown in FIG. 3 is folded along fold
line 48 so that panel 45 overlies panel 46 as shown in FIG.
4A. The underneath surface of edge portion of panel 46
designated at 54 is then glued to the strip 40 as shown in
FIG. 4. The other insert is folded along line 49 so that
panel 45 overlies panel 47. The entire insert is then ro-
tated 180 degrees about a vertical axis and then appears
as shown in FIG. 4B. The bottom surface portion of
panel 47 designated at 55 is then glued to strip 42 as
shown in FIG. 4. :

While glue is being applied at 54 and 55 to the two in-
serts, glue is also being applied to the blank of FIG. 2.
The disposition of such glue application is depicted by
stippling in FIG. 4 which also shows the inserts after they
are affixed to strips 40 and 42. Riser panels 17 and 18 are
folded over along fold lines 16 and 21 respectively and are
glued to handle panels 24 and 26. Simultaneously end
panels 3 and 5 are swung over the side panels 1 and 2
along the fold lines 7 and 9 respectively, During such
folding, parttitioning strip 32 swings over along the top
center portion 1a of side panel 1 along the fold line G-H.
The partitioning strip 41 folds similarly. Since A-B is
a cut line and B-C is a fold line, the above described fold-
ing operation causes the handle panel 24 to overlap the
strip 32 partially as depicted in FIG. 5. In similar fashion
the corresponding end panel 5 and handle panel 26 are
simultaneously folded over, it being understood that the
opening 33 coincides generally with the hand gripping
opening 36 and the opening from which auxiliary panel
43 is struck overlies and generally coincides with the hand
gripping aperture 38. Reinforcing tab 17a being above
the hand gripping aperture 33 in accordance with a fea-
ture of this invention, strengthens the handle at one of
its points of maximum stress. During the folding opera-
tion, strips 32 and 41 are glued to the ends 56 and 57
of panels 47 and 46, respectively. Also area 18a of riser
18 is glued to anchoring tab 45a of panel 45.

The next operation is depicted in FIG. 6 and is effected
by simply folding the riser panels 19 and 20 along their
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fold lines 22 and 23, respectively. During this operation
part 26a of riser 28 is glued to part 45b of panel 45.
Simultaneously reinforcing tab 19« is secured to handle
panels 27 and 26, and materially strengthens the handle.
Thereafter an application of glue is made to the structure
as indicated by stippling in FIG. 7 and subsequently the
arrangement of FIG. 7 is folded along the medial fold lines
28 and 29 to the position indicated in FIG. 8. During
this operation the anchoring tab 45d of one panel 45 is
glued to part 18a of riser 18 on the opposite side of riser
13 from part 45a of the other insert. Likewise anchoring
tab 45¢ is glued to part 20q of riser 20 on the side thereof
opposite from part 455 of the other insert. By this means
a center keel is formed of the risers 17-29 and the panels
45 which adds greatly to the strength of the carrier while
forming a medial partition separating the bottles on one
side of the handle from those on the other side.

It will be understood that the lap panel 12 is secured
along an edge of the boitom panel 14 to complete the
carrier structure depicted in FIG. 8 which figure shows
the carrier in its collapsed condition.

For the purpose of maintaining the carton in the setup
condition as depicted in FIG, 1 and in accordance with
well known practice, notches 60, 61, 62 and 63 are formed
in riser panels 17, 18, 19 and 20 respectively as shown in
FIG. 2. These notches form holding means for cooperat-
ing with the notches 64 and 65 formed in the ends of the
bottom panel 14. This feature is well known and no fur-
ther description thereof is deemed necessary.

The blanks as shown in FIG. 2 are arranged to be cut
in nested relation from a single sheet of material such as
paperboard. For example, the blank on the left is ar-
ranged so that lines 20c, 204, and 2@b coincide respectively
with lines 17¢, 17d, and 175 of the right hand blank. Sim-
ilarly lines 1%b, 194 and 19c¢ of the left hand blank coin-
cide respectively with the lines 185, 184 and 18¢ of the
right hand blank. In this manner substantial economy
of material is effected and adequate cushioning between
the end cells of the carrier on opposite sides of the handle
is achieved. For instance and with reference to FIG. 7, it
is apparent that when the blank is folded along lines 28, 29
partitioning tab 284 will fall into the space below the parti-
tioning tab 19¢ and with line 20d coinciding approximate-
Iy with lines 194. In this way tabs 20a and 1%9e form a
single layer partition with 19¢ being above 28a for a por-
tion of the adjacent end cells. Similar structure is utilized
at the other end of the carrier.

This particular structure is advantageous for another
reason. For example and with reference to FIG. 2, it is
apparent that with the left hand blank having its lines 20d"
and 194 in coincidence with the lines 174 and 184 of the
right hand blank and with motion of the blanks being
from right to left or from left to right, an ideal arrange-
ment is provided whereby one feeder wheel of the form-
ing machine may straddle the lines 204, 174 and the other
wheel may straddle the lines 194, 184. Thus, both wheels
will clear the edges 12b and 20c¢ simultaneously and will
thus maintain correct alignment of each blank. In Jike
fashion both wheels will clear the edges 170 and 18¢
of each blank simultaneously and alignment is maintained
as each blank is fed into and delivered by the machine
feeder wheels.

The modification of the invention represented by FIGS.
9-16 is like the carrier depicted in FIGS. 1-8 except in the
modification of FIGS. 9-16 the partition strips 32, 40, 41
and 42 are eliminated. Stated otherwise, the article re-
ceiving cells on each side of the handle in the second modi-
fication depicted in FIGS. 9-16 are formed solely by the
inserts such as that depicted in FIG. 10. Thus, the insert
of FIG. 10 is constructed somewhat differently from the
insert depicted in FIG. 3. For example, in FIG. 10 the in-
sert is provided with a pair of glue flaps 66 and 67 which
are foldably joined to the edges 68 and 69 of the parti-
tioning panels 46 and 47, respectively.
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In order to form the completed carrier depicted in
FIG. 9 from the blanks depicted in FIGS. 10 and 11,
the first step constitutes folding the partitioning panel
47 along the fold line 79 underneath the cushioning panel
45. Of course, such operation causes the glue flap 67
to swing underneath the other elements of the insert as
depicted in FIG. 10. When the insert is so folded, it is
then secured in position as depicted in FIG. 12 by simply
affixing the end designated at 71 of the cushioning panel
45 to the area generally designated at 72 of the handle
panel 25. 1In like fashjon, the same area 71 of the other
insert is glued to the area 73 of handle panel 27. The
glue flaps 66 and 67 of each insert are secured to the
adjacent side walls, such as 1 and 2. Thereafter, the
structure appears as depicted in FIG. 12.

While glue is being applied to the inserts, glue is also
being applied to the blank of FIG. 11 as shown by stip-
pling in FIG. 12 which depicts the inserts in place.

Riser panels 17 and 18 are swung over panels 24 and 26
along fold lines 16 and 21 and are thus glued to the handle
panels. The end panels 3 and 5 are swung about the
fold lines 7 and 9. This operation causes the area 18a
of riser panel 18 to be secured to anchoring tab 454 of
cushioning insert 45. Upon completion of this folding
operation the blank appears as depicted in FIG. 13. As
before, the riser panels 19 and 20 are then folded over
the handle panels 27 and 28 and secured thereto. This
folding operation causes the area 2@aq of riser panel 28
to be secured to anchoring tab 45b of the insert secured
to side wall 1. Area 194 then overlies the hand gripping
holes. The carrier then appears as depicted in FIG. 14.
Glue is then applied as indicated by stippled areas depicted
in FIG. 14. The parts are then folded along the medial
fold lines 28, 29 and the bottom panel 14 is folded over
on itself along the fold line 15. The glue flap 12 is thus
secured to an edge of the bottom panel 14 and the other
parts are secured together as already explained. This
operation also causes the anchoring tab 454 to become
glued to the projecting portion 18a of riser panel 18.
Simultaneously the projecting portion 26a of riser panel
20 is glued to the anchoring tab 45c. Thereafter, the
carrier appears in collapsed condition as depicted in
FIG. 15.

Suitable notches 64 and 65 are provided to cooperate
with the notches 60-63 formed respectively in the riser
panels 17, 18, 1% and 20.

From the description above it will be understeod that
the center cell of the carrier has a double-wall partition
between the bottle in the center cell on one side of the
handle and the bottle in the cell on the other side of the
handle due to the fact that two cushioning panels 45 are
in face contacting relation to each other. It may not be
necessary to provide a double wall thickness at this point.
If such be the case, the structure depicted at FIG. 16 may
be utilized on one side of the handle while the arrange-
ment depicted in FIG. 10 may be used on the other side
of the handle. For example, in FIG. 16 anchoring struc-
ture generally designated by the numeral 75 may be pro-
vided with a struck out partitioning panel 76 which is
foldably joined along line 77 to anchoring structure 75.
Partitioning panel 76 is also provided with a glue flap 78
which is foldably joined to the partition 76 along fold
line 79. In like fashion, a partitioning panel 89 is pro-
vided with a glue flap 81 which is foldably joined to panel
80 along fold line 82. Panel 80 is generally joined to the
anchoring structure 75 along fold line 83.

With reference to FIG. 12 the structure depicted in
FIG. 10 may be secured to one side of the carton such
as to the side wall 1 as already explained. Thereafter, the
structure depicted in FIG. 16 may be secured to the other
side of the carton. To this end the upper edge portion 84
of the anchoring structure 75 may be secured to the
lower edge 73 of the handle panel 27. Simultaneously
the glue flaps 78 and 81 are affixed to the side wall 2.

Subsequent folding operations are identical to those
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described above in connection with FIGS. 5-8 inclusive
and as already described in connection with FIGS, 12-15
inclusive,

From the above description, it is apparent that, by the
invention, an improved partitioning structure has been
provided which by virtue of its T-shaped cushioning panel
adjoining the riser panels at each end of the carrier, a
sturdy center keel is provided which greatly increases the
strength and durability of the carrier. In like fashion,
the reinforcing tabs which are formed on the inner edges-
of some of the riser panels greatly add to the strength
and sturdiness of the handle at its points of maximum
stress. An examination of the basic blank as depicted for
example in FIG. 2 and in FIG. 11 shows that the rein-
forcing tabs 17 and 19« are provided without any addi-
tional material because the structure of the blank for
example as shown in FIGS. 2 and 11 will nest with an
adjacent blank. For example and with reference to
FIG. 2, the tab 17¢ of the blank will nest into an adjacent
blank on the left side thereof by lying alongside and im-
mediately above the corresponding reinforcing tab 19z on
the blank to the left. Such tab 17« also will lie immedi-
ately adjacent to and underneath the riser panel 23 of
the blank to the left. Likewise, the tab 194 of the blank
on the left will lic immediately below the tab 17a of the
blank on the right.

While particular embodiments of the invention have
been shown and described, the invention is not limited
thereto and it is intended in the appended claims to cover
all such changes and modifications as fall within the true
spirit and scope of the invention.

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu-
sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows:

1. An article carrier comprising a bottom wall, opposed
side walls joined to said bottom wall along opposite side
edges thereof, end walls joined at the ends of said side
walls and extending transversely inward therefrom, riser
panels joined at the inwardly extending edges of said end
wall panels and extending medially inward of the carrier,
said riser panels having respectively joined thereto in
alignment with the joined edges of said end walls at one
end of the carrier a pair of outer handle panels and at
the other end of the carrier a pair of inner handle panels,
said pair of inner handle panels being in face contacting

5 relation and said pair of outer handle panels being dis-

posed about said inner handle panels to form a composite
handle for the carrier, coincidental hand gripping aper-
tures formed in said handle panels, a cushioning panel
disposed on one side of the carrier handle and positioned
approximately midway between the end panels, said cush-
ioning panel being secured at its upper portion to the
handle, an anchoring tab formed along each side edge of
said cushioning panel adjacent the bottom thereof, and
means fastening said anchoring tabs to said riser panels.

2. A carrier according to claim 1 in which a pair of
partition strips are interconnected to a side wall in spaced
relation and to the handle to form a plurality of article
receiving cells on one side of the handle and in which a
partitioning panel is foldably joined to each side edge of
said cushioning panel and secured to one of said strips.

3. A carrier according to claim 1 in which a partition-
ing panel is foldably joined to each side edge of said
cushioning panel and secured to the adjcent side wall to
form a plurality of article receiving cells on one side of
the handle.

4, A carrier according to claim 3 in which a pair of
partitioning panels are secured in spaced relation to the
other side of the handle and to the other side wall to form
a plurality of article receiving cells on said other side of
the carrier.

5. A carrier according to claim 4 wherein said pair of
partitioning panels are foldably joined along the edges
thereof adjacent the handle to common fastening structure
secured to the handle and to said cushioning panel.

6. An article carrier comprising a bottom wall, opposed
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side walls joined to said bottom wall along opposite side
edges thereof, end walls joined at the ends of said side
walls and extending transversely inward therefrom, riser
panels joined at the inwardly extending edges of said end
wall panels and extending medially inward of the carrier,
said riser panels having respectively joined thercto in
alignment with the joined edges of said end walls at
one end of the carrier a pair of outer handle panels and
at the other end of the carrier a pair of inner handle
panels, said pair of inner handle panels being in face con-
tacting relation and said pair of outer handle pansls being
disposed about said inner handle panels to form a com-
posite handle for the carrier, coincidental hand gripping
apertures formed in said handle panels, a reinforcing tab
formed integrally with one of said riser panels at each
end of the carrier along the inwardly extending edge thare-
of, each of said reinforcing tabs extending above said
hand gripping apertures and being secured to at least one
of said inner panels, a cushioning panel disposed on at
least one side of the carrier handle and positioned ap-
proximately midway between the end panels, said cush-
ioning panel being secured at its upper portion to the
handle, and partitioning panels foldably joined to the
side edges of said cushioning panel and extending trans-
versely of the carrier to define a plurality of article receiv-
ing cells on said one side of the handle. -

7. An article carrier comprising a bottom wall, opposed
side walls joined to said bottom wall along opposite side
edges thereof, end walls joined at the ends of said side
walls and extending transversely inward therefrom, riser
panels joined at the inwardly extending edges of said end
wall panels and extending medially inward of the carrier,
said riser panels having respectively joined thereto in
alignment with the joined edges of said end walls at one
end of the carrier a pair of outer handle panels and at
the other end of the carrier a pair of inner handle panels,
said pair of inner handle panels being in face contacting
relation and said pair of outer handle panels being dis-
posed about said inner handle panels to form a composite
handle for the carrier, coincidental hand gripping aper-
tures formed in said handle panels, and a reinforcing tab
formed integrally with one of said riser panels at each
end of the carrier along the inwardly extending edge
thereof, each of said reinforcing tabs extending above said
hand gripping apertures and being secured to one of said
inner parels.

8. A carrier according to claim 7 in which the reinforc-
ing tabs are secured to different ones of said inner handle
panels and in which such tabs are integral with riser panels
on opposite sides of the handle.

9. A carrier according to claim 1 wherein a reinforcing
tab is formed along the inner edge of at least one of the
riser panels at each end of the carrier, each reinforcing
tab being disposed above the hand gripping apertures and
being secured to the adjacent one of said inner handle
panels to form a five-ply handle structure with said outer
and inner handle panels in the region of the handle adja-
cent to and above the ends of said apertures.

10. An article carrier comprising a bottom wall, op-
posed side walls joined to said bottom wall along opposite

side edges thereof, end walls joined at the ends of said

side walls and extending transversely inward therefrom,
riser panels joined at the inwardly extending edges of
said end wall panels and extending medially inward of the
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carrier, said riser panels having respectively joined there-
to in alignment with the joined edges of said end walls
at one end of the carrier a pair of outer handle panels
and at the other end of the carrier a pair of inner handle
panels, said pair of inner handle panels being in face
contacting relation and said pair of outer handle panels
being disposed about said inner handie panels to form a
composite handle for the carrier, coincidental hand grip-
ping apertures formed in said handle panels, a partitioning
tab formed integrally with each of said riser panels along
the inwardly extending edge thereof, the partitioning tab
on one riser panel at each end of the carrier being disposed
above the partitioning tab on the other riser panel at
each end of the carrier so as to provide a single thickness
medial partition at each end of the carrier, and a cushion-
ing panel secured at its upper portion to the handle and
having anchoring tabs along its side edges secured to at
least one of the riser panels at each end of the carrier.

11. An article carrier comprising a bottom wall, op-
posed side walls joined to said bottom wall along opposite
side edges thereof, end walls joined at the ends of said
side walls and extending transversely inward therefrom,
riser panels joined at the inwardly extending edges of
said end wall panels and extending medially inward of the
carrier, said riser panels having respectively joined thereto
in alignment with the joined edges of said end walls at
one end of the carrier a pair of outer handle panels and
at the other end of the carrier a pair of inner handle
panels, said pair of inner handle panels being in face
contacting relation and said pair of outer handle panels
being disposed about said inner handie panels to form a
composite handle for the carrier, coincidental hand grip-
ping apertures formed in said handle panels, and a parti-
tioning tab formed integrally with each of said riser panels
along the inwardly extending edge thereof, the partition-
ing tab on one riser panel at each end of the carrier being
disposed above the partitioning tab on the other riser
panel at each end of the carrier so as to provide a single
thickness medial partition at each end of the carrier.

12. An article carrier comprising a bottom wall, op-
posed side walls joined to said bottom wall along opposite
side edges thereof, end walls joined at the ends of said
side walls and extending transversely inward therefrom,
riser panels joined at the inwardly extending edges of
said end wall panels and extending medially inward of
the carrier, a multiple-ply handle secured at its ends to the
riser panels at the ends of the carrier, and a partitioning
tab formed integrally with each of said riser panels along
the inwardly extending edge thereof, the partitioning tab
on one riser panel at each end of the carrier being dis-
posed above the partitioning tab on the other riser panel
at the corresponding end of the carrier so as to provide
a single thickness medial partition at each end of the
carrier,
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