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inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-14, 28

Method of improving abiotic stress tolerance in a crop
plant, comprising reducing the expression of an ACC oxidase
gene

1.1. claims: 7-14

Abiotic stress tolerant maize plant and part thereof

2. claims: 15-19

Method for increasing grain yield in a crop plant comprising
reducing the levels of ethylene

3. claims: 20-22

A gene down-regulating construct to reduce the expression
of a plurality of ACC oxidases

4. claims: 23-27

A method of down-regulating an endogenous ACC oxidase gene
in maize

5. claims: 29, 30

Method of selecting a maize plant for increased drought
tolerance
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