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Box No.ll. Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Articte 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. |:| ‘Cl'aims' Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. III Ctaims Nos.. 7-16

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. |:| Ciaims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. I:I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:‘ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

" 4, m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: :

1-6

Remark on Protest ' DThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

DThe additional search fees were accbmpanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-6

A surgical stapling tool which comprises:
a main body which includes a handie portion, .
-an effecter extending from said body which holds at least
one surgical staple having two legs with pointed ends and a
crown connector interconnecting the opposite ends of the
legs,
said effecter 1nc1ud1ng a first mechanism for adjusting the
distance between the pointed ends of the legs so they become
-spaced apart a precise desired distance that is one of
several different distances,
an actuator-indicator 1ncorporated in said body for
operating said first mechanism,
a second mechanism which causes the effecter to implant the
staple into body tissue or organ tissue so as to achieve a
precise amount of constriction, which constriction is
dependent upon the one of said several different precise
spaced apart distances to which the pointed ends were
adjusted, and
-an actuator for caus1ng said second mechanism to operate.

2. claims: 17, 18

A surgical staple which comprises two legs having pointed
free ends and a crown connector interconnecting the upper
ends of said legs, said staple being essentially planar and
formed completely of wireform material having an I-beam
cross—-section where two parallel flanges flank a central
web, which flanges are oriented perpendicular to the plane
of the staple.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 7-16

Claims 7-11 and 12-16 pertain to methods for inserting a surgical staple
in the tissue comprising the step of causing the tool to implant the
staple into the body or organ tissue obviously forming part of a
surgical procedure. The Authority is therefore not required to carry out
international search preliminary examination.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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