
May 26, 1964 A. E. JOHNSON 3,134,499 
TELESCOPING CONTAINER 

Filed July 13, 1962 

INVENTOR. 
442O/a a c/2///Ysow 

/21 A BY 
w 2) 

2772eaways. 

  



United States Patent Office 3,134,499 
Patented May 26, 1964 

3,134,4959 
EEESCGPNG CONTANER 

Adoli E. Johnsen, 522. S. 83rd Si, Ralston, Nebr. 
Fied July 13, 1962, Ser. No. 299,531 

5 Claims. (C. 226-8) 

This invention relates to a novel telescoping container 
for a plurality of boxes, such as packages of individual 
servings of cerea is and the like. 
The primary object of the invention is the provision of 

a container of the kind indicated, which can be telescopi 
cally shortened as packages are removed therefrom, where 
by the overall bulk represented by remaining packages 
and the container is substantially reduced, in the interest 
of easier storage and handling, and in the interest of con 
tainment of the remaining packages against being spilled 
out of the container and exposure to damage. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of a 

simple, inexpensive, and efficient container of the char 
acter indicated above, which is composed of a minimum 
number of uncomplex and easily assembled parts. 
Other important objects and advantageous features of 

the invention will be apparent from the following descrip 
tion and the accompanying drawings, wherein, for pur 
poses of illustration only, a specific form of the invention 
is set forth in detail. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a schematic perspective view of a con 

tainer of the present invention, a full complement of in 
dividual packages being shown therein in phantom lines; 
FGURE 2 is a vertical transverse section taken on the 

line 2-2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinal sec 

tion taken on the line 3-3 of FIGURE 2: 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the container, per 

se, showing the same separated into telescopic sections; 
and 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the container show 

ing the sections telescoped to contain remaining packages, 
shown in phantom lines. 

eferring in detail to the drawings, wherein like numer 
als designate like parts throughout the several views, the 
illustrated container, generally designated 169, is shown 
conformably containing a plurality, herein shown as five, 
of rectangular packages P, and as individual servings of 
cereal, which are adapted to be removed from the con 
tainer, one or more at a time, so as to leave remaining 
packages in the container for future removal, as needed. 
The container 19 comprises an elongated rectangular 

bottom Wall 12, having relatively low longitudinal side 
walls 4 extending along its side edges, relatively high first 
and second end walls 16 and 16', on the ends of the 
bottom wall, and abbreviated relatively high side wall 
portions 13 and 8. The abbreviated side wall portions 
18 and 18’ are on the side edges of the end walls 6 and 
16, respectively, and are of the same height as the end 
walls, and have lower portions which bear against and 
are suitably secured to the inner surfaces of the side 
was 14. 
A longitudinally elongated rectangular tongue 29, nar 

rower than the bottom wall 12, has, on one end thereof, 
an upstanding tab 22, which is secured, as by means of 
staples 24, to the lower part of the end wall 16, so that 
the tongue extends along and rests upon the bottom wall 
2, and has a free end 26, which is near to and spaced 
from the end wall 16. The tongue 29 is held down in 
place by the packages P. The “ongue 26 is provided, at 
longitudinally spaced intervals, with transverse weakened 
lines 28, of suitable form, which enable shortening the 
tongue as packages P are removed from the container 10 
The container bottom wall 12 and the side walls 14, 
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are formed, about midway between their ends, with aligned 
transverse weakened lines 30 and 32, respectively, of any 
Suitable form, which are severable to form the container 
into two similar sections A and B, when one or more 
packages P are removed from the container, which are 
adapted to be telescoped in order to shorten the container 
an amount equal to the dimensions of the removed pack 
ages, and in order to compactly contain the remaining 
packages, as indicated in FIGURE 5. 
The container section A is telescoped into the container 

section B, with the bottom wall of the section. A disposed 
between the tongue 20 and the bottom wall of the section 
B. As additional packages of those remaining in the 
telescoped sections are removed therefrom, the tongue 20 
is shortened by tearing the same along the weakened lines 
28. The weight of the remaining packages P holds the 
tongue 29 down in place and produces frictional engage 
ment between the tongue and the bottom walls of the 
sections, which serve to hold the sections in their tele 
Scoped relationship. 
Although there has been shown and described a pre 

ferred form of the invention, it is to be understood that 
the invention is not necessarily confined thereto, and that 
any change or changes in the structure of and in the 
relative arrangements of components thereof are con 
templated as being within the scope of the invention as 
defined by the ciaims appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A telescoping container comprising first and second 

sections, said sections having bottom walls having free 
inner ends and having upstanding end walls on their outer 
ends, and side walls extending from the end walls to said 
inner ends, said sections being telescoped with the bottom 
wall of the first section overlying the bottom wall of the 
second section and with the side walls of the first section 
engaged with the inner surfaces of the side walls of the 
second section, a tongue secured at one end to the end 
wall of the second section and having a free end, said 
tongue freely overlying the botton wall of the first and 
second sections. 

2. A telescoping container comprising first and second 
sections, said sections having bottom walls having free 
inner ends and having upstanding end walls on their outer 
ends, and side walls extending from the end walls to said 
inner ends, said sections being telescoped with the bottom 
wall of the first section overlying the bottom wall of the 
second section and with the side walls of the first section 
engaged with the inner surfaces of the side walls of the 
second section, a tongue secured at one end to the end 
wall of the second section and having a free end, said 
tongue freely overlying the bottom wall of the first and 
second sections, said tongue having longitudinally spaced 
transverse weakened lines spaced from its ends adapted 
to be severed to shorten the tongue as the sections are 
progressively telescoped together. 

3. A telescoping container comprising first and second 
sections, said sections having bottom walls having free 
inner ends and having upstanding end walls on their outer 
ends, and side walls extending from the end walls to said 
inner ends, said sections being telescoped with the bottom 
wall of the first section overlying the bottom wall of the 
second section and with the side walls of the first section 
engaged with the inner surfaces of the side walls of the 
second section, a tongue secured at one end to the end 
wall of the second section and having a free end, said 
tongue freely overlying the bottom wall of the first and 
second sections, said one end of the tongue having an 
upstanding tab engaged with and secured to the inner 
Surface of the second section end wall. 

4. A telescoping container comprising first and second 
sections, said sections having bottom walls having free 
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inner ends and having upstanding end walls on their 
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outer ends, and side walls extending from the end walls 
to said inner ends, said sections being telescoped with 
the bottom wall of the first section overlying the bottom 
wall of the second section and with the side walls of the 
first section engaged with the inner surfaces of the side 
walls of the second section, a tongue secured at one end to 
the end wall of the second section and having a free end, 
said tongue freely overlying the botton walls of the first 
and second sections, and a row of individual packages ex 
tending between and engaged with the end walls and rest 
ing upon the tongue and producing frictional retaining en 
gagements between the tongue and the bottom walls of 
the sections and between the bottom walls of the first 
and second sections. 

5. A telescoping container comprising first and second 
sections, said sections having bottom walls having free 
inner ends and having upstanding end walls on their outer 
ends, and side walls extending from the end walls to said 

' inner ends, said sections being telescoped with the bottom 
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wall of the first section overlying the bottom wall of the 
second section and with the side walls of the first section 
engaged with the inner Surfaces of the side walls of the 
Second section, a tongue secured at one end to the end 
wall of the second section and having a free end, said 
tongue freely overlying the bottom walls of the first and 
Second sections, said end walls having abbreviated side 
walls on their side edges and extending longitudinally 
inwardly from the end walls and engaged with the inner 
Surfaces of the side walls and reaching thereabove. 
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