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An overlay vernier comprises overlay vernier patterns having
a layout identical to that of patterns disposed within a real cell.
A lower overlay vernier pattern is formed within a scribe line region
along with a lower layer pattern as a lower layer of the real cell,
and an upper overlay vernier pattern is formed within the scribe
line region along with an upper layer pattern as an upper layer
of the real cell. The lower overlay vernier pattern and the upper
overlay vernier pattern have the same layout as that of the lower
layer pattern and the upper layer pattern, respectively. The upper
layer pattern and the lower layer pattern disposed within the real
cell can be accurately aligned using the degree of overlap between

the upper overlay vernier pattern and the lower overlay vernier

pattern.
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