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This invention relates to hair fastening pins 
and particularly to such pins of the type conn 
monly referred to as “bobby' pins. 
A hair fastening pin of the general type to 

which this invention relates ordinarily consists 
of a generaily J-shaped nenber having coop 
erating legs for receiving and clamping hair 
therebetween. The pin is usually constructed 
of a resilient material Such as Sgring in etal, aid 
the legs are resiliently biased toward each other 
in order to effectively clamp hair lying between 
the legs. 
The resilient biasing of the legs toward each 

other is necessary to carry out the primary pur 
pose of clamping the hair but it creates a practi. 
cal problena of separating the legs to perinit; the 
pin to be inserted in the hair. It has been found 
that many users of such pins have acquired the 
habit of using the teeth to separate the legs of 
the pin. Aside from being unsanitary, this proc 
ess is detrimental to the teeth. Some users of 
Such pins ply the legs of the pin apart with the 
Singeriaails, but this frequently causes breakage 
or other darnage to the rails. Warious schemes 
have heretofore been suggested for effecting sep 
aration of the legs of slash pins, but these schemes 
have not, to the best of my knowledge, been gen 
rally adopted perhaps for the reason that the 

Suggested arraig genets are keen So involved or 
CuriberSOrie as to nake them impractical or for 
the reason that they have greatly increased the 
cost of producing the pins. 
The objects of my invention are to provide hair 

fastening pins which effectively clarinp and hold 
the hair, which correspond generally in size to 
the pins now on the market, which have siiple 
and effective means for separating the legs of 
the pins to permit their insertion in the hair, 
and which car be nanufactured and Sci at a 
cost Comparable to that of the conventional pins 
now in general use. 
A complete understanding of my invention may 

be had from the following detailed description 
taken in connection. With the accorpanying 
drawings which iustrate three exemplary forms 
of the invention. In the drawings: 

Figure is a perspective view of a hair faster 
ing pin embodying one for in of ny invention; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the pin illustrated 
in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation view of the pir ilius 
trated in Figs. and 2, and showing the pin in 
its oper condition; 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but showing 
the pin in its closed condition; 
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Fig. 5 is a Sectional view looking in the direc 

tion of the arrows along the line 5-5 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 6 is a side elevation view of a pin such as 

that illustrated in Figs. to 5 and illustrating 
an Orlanet Secured to one of the legs of the 
pin, 

Fig. 7 is a persective view of a second exem 
piary for of icy invention; 

Fig. 8 is a sectional view looking in the direc 
tion of the arrows along the line 8-3 of Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a third exem 
plary for of my invention; and 

Fig. i0 is a sectional view looking in the di 
rection of the arrows along the line - of 
Fig. 9. 

in the form of the invention i.Strated in 
Figs. to 5, the hair fastering pin is designat 
ed generally by the refers:ce numeral and 
as ShoWil, COinSists of a Strip of resiliest nate 
rial such as spring retal which has been folded 
ugon itself at 3 to for: 2, generally J-shaped 
innember having cooperating legs is and 5. 
Two longitudinally extending parallel slits 6 

and E are foring intermediate the ends of the 
leg Si. The sits 3 and a divide a portion of 
the length of the leg if into three parallel strips, 
which are designated by the reference numerals 
8, 3 and 29. The cential strip. 9, which is 

integrally joined at its ends to the oute strips, 
is longer than Strips 8 and 23. The elongation 
of the central strip S Ray be accomplished 
While the pii is being stain ped or otherwise 
formed. It is only iecessary that the strip 9 
be stressed sufficiently for it to assume a length. 
So; eWiiat greater than the Strips 3 and 2 with 
out, however, acquiring a per Rainert deflection. 
The fact that the central strip is longer 

thain the oater strips 8 and 2 and the fact 
that all three strips are integrally joined at their 
eEids cases cois preSSive Stresses to exist in the 
strip 3 &nd tensile stresses to exist in the outer 
strips and 2. These stresses cause deflec 
tion of the central strip 3 out of the general 
plane of the outer Strips S3 and 2. This defiec 
tion of the strip 9 inay be in the direction illus 
trated in figs. and 4, in Which case the leg 
it is resiliently biased toward the leg for effec 
ively clamping hair between the legs. The de 
fiection of the strip 3 may alternatively be in 
the direction illustrated in Fig. 3, in which case 
the leg f ; is resiliently biased away from the leg 
5 which permits insertion of the pin in the hair. 
The central strip 9 can be Snapped from one 
direction of deflection to the other to effect open 
ing or closing of the pin. When the pin is in 
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the closed condition illustrated in Fig. 4, a slight 
downward pressure on the mid-portion of the 
strip 9 will cause the strip 9 to snap into the 
position illustrated in Fig. 3. With resultant sepa 
ration of the legs of the pin. The pin may be 
closed by exerting a slight pressure upwardly on 
the mid-portion of the strip 9 or on the portion 
of the leg 5 which lies immediately below the 
strip f 9 in Fig. 3. 
The pin may be ornamented as illustrated in 

Fig. 6 by securing an ornamentation 2 thereto 
by means of rivets or other suitable securing 
means 22. The ornamentation 2 is preferably 
secured to the leg 5 rather than the leg 4, for 
the reason that the ornamentation will thereby 
cause less interference with the opening and clos 
ing of the pin. 
The modification illustrated in Figs. 7 and 8 

differs from that above described primarily in 
that in this form of the invention the two Outer 
Strips are elongated and bowed out of the general 
plane of the leg of which they form a part. The 
pin is designated generally by the reference nu 
meral 23 and consists of a strip of resilient mate 
rial 24 folded upon itself at 25 to form a generally 
U-shaped pin having cooperating legs 26 and 27. 
Longitudinally extending parallel slits are formed 
intermediate the ends of the leg 26, thus divid 
ing the portion of the leg 26 into three parallel 
strips 28, 29 and 30. The outer strips 2 and 
39 are longer than the central strip 23 and are 
bowed out of the general plane of the strip 29. 
The outer strips 28 and 30 are subjected to com 
pressive stresses while the central strip 29 is sub 
jected to tensile stresses. This form of the in 
vention operates in a manner quite similar to that 
of the embodiment described above. The pin is 
illustrated in closed condition in Fig. 7, and a 
slight pressure on the upper surfaces of the 
outer strips 28 and 38 will cause those strips 
to Snap into deflected positions on the opposite 
side of the general plane of the leg 2S with con 
sequent movement of the outer end of the leg 26 
away from the leg 27. Closing of the pin is 
effected by Snapping the strips 28 and 36 back 
into the position illustrated in Fig. 7. 
The form of the invention illustrated in Figs. 

9 and 10 involves a single tension strip and a 
Single compression strip. The pin is designated 
generally by the reference numeral 3 and con 
sists of a strip 32 folded upon itself at 33 to 
provide a generally U-shaped member having 
cooperating legs 34 and 35. A single longitudi 
nally extending slot 36 is formed intermediate the 
ends of the leg 34. 
of the leg 34 into parallel strips 37 and 38. The 
strip 37 is longer than the strip 38. The pin is 
illustrated in Fig. 9 in its closed condition and 
may be opened by exerting slight pressure on 
the upper surface of the strip 37, which will cause 
that Strip to Snap to the opposite side of the 
general plane of the leg 34. The pin may then be 
closed by Snapping the strip 37 to the position of 
deflection shown in the drawing. In this form 
of the invention there is some tendency for the 
free end of the leg 34 to twist slightly, but this 
tendency is usually negligible and can be ignored. 
If the tendency toward twisting of the leg 34 is 
found to be excessive, the leg can be given an 
initial permanent twist in the opposite direction 
for the purpose of offsetting the objectionable 
tendency. 

It will be seen from the foregoing detailed 
description of exemplary forms of my invention 

The slot 36 divides a portion 
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4 
that I have provided a hair fastening pin which 
can be readily opened and closed without the use 
of any instrumentality foreign to the pin itself. 
For clarity of illustration, I have somewhat exag 
gerated the width of the pin in relation to its 
length, but the actual pin embodying my inven 
tion may have dimensions not appreciably larger 
than conventional pins now in use. The forming 
of the slit or slits in one of the legs and the 
elongation of one of the strips thus formed may 
be done in a simple operation with suitable dies 
and thus the cost of the pins is not appreciably 
increased. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A hair fastening pin comprising a generally 

U-shaped resilient member having cooperating 
legs for receiving and clamping hair therebe 
tWeen, an intermediate portion of the length of 
One of said legs being divided longitudinally into 
integrally joined strips of different lengths, the 
longer of said strips being bowed out of the 
general plane of the shorter of said strips, and 
being movable from a bowed condition on One 
Side of said leg to a bowed condition on the other 
Side of said leg for effecting movement of said 
leg toward or from the other of said legs. 

2. A generally U-shaped hair fastening pin 
having a pair of cooperating legs for receiving 
and clamping hair therebetween, one of said legs 
having a pair of longitudinally extending parallel 
slits therein dividing the material of such leg 
into three parallel strips integrally joined at their 
ends, the central strip being longer than the two 
Outer Strips and being bowed out of the general 
plane of said outer strips, said longer central 
strip being movable from a bowed condition on 
One side of the plane of such leg to a bowed 
condition on the opposite side of such plane for 
effecting movement of such leg toward and from 
the other of said legs. 

3. A generally U-shaped hair fastening pin 
having first and second cooperating legs for re 
ceiving and clamping hair therebetween, the first 
of Said legs having a pair of longitudinally ex 
tending parallel slits therein dividing the mate 
rial of such leg into three parallel strips integral 
ly joined at their ends, the two outer strips being 
longer than the central strip and being bowed 
Out of the general plane of said central strip, 
Said longer outer strips being movable from a 
bCwed condition on one side of the plane of said 
first leg to a bowed condition on the opposite 
side of such plane for effecting movement of said 
first leg toward and from said second leg. 

4. A hair fastening pin comprising a generally 
U-shaped member having cooperating first and 
Second legs for receiving and clamping hair 
therebetween, the first of said legs defining a slit 
therein extending longitudinally thereof for a 
portion of its length, the portion of said first 
leg on One side of said slit being longer than the 
portion on the opposite side of said slit, said 
longer portion being bowed from the general 
plane of Said shorter portion and having com 
pressive stresses therein, said shorter portion ly 
ing in the general plane of said first leg and 
having tensile stresses therein, said longer por 
tion being movable from a bowed position on 
One Side of Said first leg to a bowed position on 
the Opposite side thereof for effecting snapping 
movement of Said first leg toward or from said 
Second leg. 

HOMER. S. YOUNGS. 
No references cited. 


