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Box No.ll  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. E Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lli  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

ey

. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

w

. [X__I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reporicovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

1-30

4, D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the Invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

[l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: -

The initial phase of the search revealed a very large number of
documents relevant to the issue of novelty. So many documents were
retrieved that it is impossible to determine which parts of the claims
27-30 may be said to define subject-matter for which protection might
Tegitimately be sought (Art. 6 PCT). Indeed, independent claim 27 is
drafted as a "product-by-process" claim and, hence, its subject-matter
is considered to be novel and inventive only if the product itself is
found novel and inventive. The process features for obtaining the
product do not Timit the scope of the claim unless they produce
unambiguous identifiable features on the product which is not the case
in present claim. Consequently, any product exhibiting the claimed
composition would destroy the novelty of the subject-matter of claim 27.
Since the claimed composition broadly overlaps the ones of standard 7000
aluminium ailoys as illustrated by the Hufnagel publication cited in
present search report (see Hufnagel, p. 202-204, for instance alloys
7001, 7004, 7005, 7009, 7014, 7017, 7019, 7019A, 7020, 7021, 7022, 7023,
7028, 7039, 7049A, 7051, 7075, 7076, 7277, 7278) a large number of
documents were retrieved taking away novelty of the subject-matter of
claim 27. The same applies to dependent claims 28-30 since the specifed
uses are usual for 7000 series alloys.

In view of the fact that the claimed range for Si is also usual for
above cited 7000-series alloys, the process of claim 1 relates to an
extremely large number of possible processed alloys. Support and
disclosure in the sense of Article 6 and 5 PCT is to be found however
for only a very small proportion of the processed alloys, see in the
description of present application: example 1, alloy 2; example 2, alloy
3; example 3, alloy 5. The same applies to dependent claims 3-20, 23-26
which refer to 7000 serijes alloys in general.

For these reasons, the search was performed taking into consideration

the non-compliance in determining the extent of the search of claims 1,
3-20, 23-30.

The search of claim 1 was therefore restricted to a method which appears
to be supported, i.e. the method of claim 1 with an alloy composition
according to claim 2.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),

should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-20,23-30

Heat treatment at a temperature of more than 500°C performed
after the homogenisation heat treatment prior to hot working
(alternative (i) of claim 1)

2. claims: 1,21

Heat treatment at a temperature of more than 500°C performed
after the solution heat treatment (alternative (ii) of claim

1)

3. claims: 1,22

Heat treatment at a temperature of more than 500°C performed
both after the homogenisation heat treatment prior to hot

working and after the solution heat treatment (alternative
(i1i) of claim 1)
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