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4 Claims.

This invention relates to portable skids or plat-
forms used for supporting articles for transpor-
tation on lifting trucks. The portable skids or
platforms now in use cannot be stacked com-

B pactly and thus when stacked for storage or
shipment take up an unnecessary amount of
space.

An object of this invention is an inexpensive
and durable skid platform of such structure that

10 a pluraelity of the platforms may be stacked one
on the other with the legs of each superposed
platiorm .in nested relation to the platform be-
low it, thereby permitting stacking of such plat-
forms in a compact space and reducing space

16 requirements for storage of such platforms.

. According to the present invention, the skid
vlatform comprises a floor provided with lateral
frames or other structural supporting members.
Tegs or supports are attached to the frames and

20 extend downwardly from the same. The plat-
forms are provided with openings, apertures or
recesses to receive the legs of a superposed plat-
form, thus permitting the nested relation. Pref-
erably, the legs are of U-shape and are attached

25 to the frames with their open upper ends in
register with the openings, recesses or apertures.
With this arrangement, the legs of a superposed
platform are received within the correspending
legs of the lower platform in nested relation.

80 Means may be provided on the under portion of
each platform for spacing the platforms apart

so that the nested legs cannot contact with each

other and become jammed one in the other.
This arrangement permits stacking of the skid
35 platforms in nested relation so that they will re-
quire only a portion of the storage space required
by the type of skid platform ordinarily in use.

Other objects, novel features and advantages
of this invention will be apparent from the fol-

40 lowing specification and accompanying draw-
ing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a nested stack
of skid platforms embodying one form of the in-
vention;

45  Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a platform;

Fig. 3 is a partial plan view of the same:

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a modification;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of another modi

50 fleation, and i

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of & further modi-
fication.

The floor of the skid platform comprises a
plurality of planks 10 arranged transversely of

65 the platform and having their ends received be-

(Cl. 248—41)

tween the horizontal flanges of two metal angle
members 11 -and 12 which constitute a side
frame. 'The angle member 11 has a vertical flange
which overlies the ends of the floor boards and
the edge of the horizontal flange of the angle 60
member 12, this flange being provided with a
reinforcing rib 1ia. The angle member 12 is
also provided with a reinforcing vertical flange.
The horizontal flanges of the members ii and
12 are held in assembled relation to the floor 65
boards 19 by bolts or rivets 13 passing through
the flanges and the floor boards or in any other
suitable manner, .

Legs or supports 14 are attached to the frames
preferably by means of the bolts 13. These legs 70
or supports are preferably formed from strap
metal and preferably are of substantially U shape
with the open end of the U extending upwardly.
The lower portion of the U preferably is made
fiat to provide proper contact for the legs with 75
the floor. '

The frame members 11 and 12 are providéd
with apertures 15 preferably in register with the
open upper ends of the legs 14 and the floor
boards 10 in alinement with the apertures are 80
made shorter than the remaining floor boards.
The apertures in the frame members are formed
by striking out sections which are turned into
engagement with the floor boards. The portions
16 struck out from the frame members 11 are 8%
bent over the ends of the short floor boards to
fasten them in place. The portions 17 struck out
from the frame members 12 are bent under the
ends of the short floor boards to support the same.

The platforms are thus provided with recesses 90
in register with the legs so that the legs of a
platiorm may receive the legs of a superposed
platform in nested relation as shown in Fig. 1.
The vertical spacing of the platforms may be ~
determined by the vertical flanges of the frame
members 12, the flanges of an upper platform en-
gaging the floor of a lower platform and limit-
ing the extent to which the ilegs of the upper
platform may extend into the legs of the lower 100
platform. This vertical flange preferably is of
such dimensions as to prevent one set of legs

- from being jammed into another set of legs and

insures easy nesting and removal! of the plat-

forms. : 105
In the modification disclosed in Fig. 5, the verti-

cal flanges of the frame members 11 are cut

away above the upper ends of the leg members.

The structure is otherwise the same as that of

‘the modification disclosed in Figs. 1 to 4 ang 110
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the platforms may be stacked in nested relation -

in the same manner.

In the modification disclosed in Fig. 6, the por-
tions struck out of the horizontal flanges of the
frame members 11 are discarded entirely and the
short floor members are fastened in place and
supported by portions struck out of the Iframe
members 12. Tabs 18 are bent up over the ends
and the top faces of the. short floor members
while the major portion of the struck out por-
tion 17 is bent to underlie the ends of these floor
boards. .

In the modification disclosed in Fig. 7, the
lateral frame members are made up from single
strips of metal 19 which are bent to overlie and

underlie the ends of the floor hoards. This strip -

is attached to the floor boards by means of holts
13 or otherwise and the upper and lower flanges
are provided with apertures. 15 formed by strik=-

ing out portions 16 and 17 of the upper and lower

flanges and bending the same over the ends of
the short floor boards and -under the ends of
said floor boards as described in connection with
the embodiment disclosed in Fig. 1. These strips
are also provided with reinforcing vertical flanges
which may serve to determine the spacing be-
tween platforms when in nested relation and are
provided with strengthening ribs 19a.

The above described structures are merely ex-
amples of different embodiments of the inven-
tion and itis to be understood that various meodifi-
cations may be made in the structure without in
any way departing from the spirit of the.inven-
tion as defined in the appended claims.

I claim: '

1. A skid platform comprising a plurality of
transverse floor members, lateral frame members
embracing the ends of said floor members, and

1,084,389

having recesses, metabll strap legs atfached to
said frame members, said legs being of U-shape
and having their open ends facing upwardly in

‘register with said recesses whereby platforms may

be arranged in superposed relation with the legs
of one nested in the legs of another. .

2. A skid platform comprising a plurality of
transverse floor members, lateral frame members
embracing the ends of the floor members, por-
tions struck out of seid frame members to form
apertures and being folded into engagement with
certain of the floor members, metal strap legs

attached to said frame members, said legs belng

substantially U-shape and having their open ends
facing the recesses formed in the frame members.

3. A skid platform comprising & plurality of
transverse floor members, certain of which are
less in length than the others, metal frame mem-
bers embracing the ends of the longer floor mem-
pers, portions struck out from sald lateral mem-
bers and bent into engagement with the shorter
floor members to support and fasten the same
in position, metal strap legs attached to said
frame members, said legs being U-shape snd
having their open ends facing the apertures
formed in ssid frame members. '

4, In combination, a platform comprising a
plurality of transverse members, longitudinal
frame members embracing the ends of said trans-
verse members, said frame members having de-
pending reinforcing flanges and U-shaped legs
attached to said frame members with their open
ends facing upwardly, said platform having aper-
tures in alinement with said legs to permit stack-
ing of the platforms with the legs in nested rela-
tion.

CHARLES WALTER ULSH.
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