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A design automation system has a data base in which

data entries are accessed through an index. The charac-
teristics of the data base, such as lengths, syntax, and
contents of individual fields, are specified in a master rule.
When a processing program accesses the data base, the
master rule is also accessed to obtain the fieid character-
istics and to use them to set up any subsidiary rules gov-
erning operation of the processing programs. Information
is placed in the data base by update commands that iden-
tify the fields and contents. A language processor checks
the commands and tramsiates them into parameter lists
that are used by a file processor to change the data base.
Information in the data bass can be used by an output
processor, e.g., to format and print a logic diagram.
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