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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JUAN W. ERNEST,l OF 1LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

PORTABLE BOOTH.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 626,753, dated June 13,1899.
Application filed February 8, 1896, . Serial No. 578,493, (No model)

To all whom it may concerrv:

Beit known that 1, JUAN W. ERNEST, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Los An-
geles, in the county of Los Angeles and State
of California, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Portable Booths, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of port-
able voting booths or tents deseribed in my
former patent, No. 523,141, and has for its
object the production of a new and improved
type of portable voting or other booth or tent.

Myinvention consists, mainly and broadly,
in the combination of a frame of any desired
construction, which comprises a swinging-
door carrier with a detachably-secured flexi-

Dble covering that forms walls of the booth or

tent and is supported in part by the frame
and in part by the swinging-door carrier, so
that the latter portion of the covering forms
the swinging door of the booth or tent.

The accompanying drawings form part of
thisspecification,in which like letters of refer-
ence designate corresponding parts through-
out. :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one of my
voting-booths extended ready for use. Fig.2
is a view of the top iron or circuit which holds
the upper end of the legs in place and sup-
ports the canvas or other covering. Fig.3is
a view of the desk and its cleats and the
swinging iron shown at the top of the door in
Fig.1. Fig.4isaview of the desk and swing-
ing bar, the same as Fig. 3, and with the legs
and canvas folded and buckled within the
straps and represents the booth as packed
for shipment. ¥ig.5isa top perspective view
of desk and shows another mode of attaching
it to the legs. Tig. 6 is a view of the swing-
ing bar at the top of the door. Tigs. 7,8, 9,
and 10 are perspective views of legs with dif-
ferent attaching devices.
of thelegsandaropeattaching them together.
Figs. 12 and 13, respectively, are perspective
views of one of the angle-irons and a bolt
used to attach the legs and desk. Figs. 14
and 15, respectively, are perspective viewsof
an angle-brace and socket to be used together
for rapidly attaching and detaching the legs
and desk. Fig. 16 is a perspective view of a
wire hook I have especially made for detach-

~ ably attaching the canvas to therod. Fig. 17

isa viewof top tie frame or circuit to be used

Fig. 11 is a view’

when only three legs are used, and Figs. 18
and 19 are detail views:

In the drawings illustrating the preferred
form of my invention, which form may be
varied, if desired, in many details without
departing from my invention, the legs A are
formed with a tenon on one end, as indicated
in the drawings at N, and the transverse bars
or cleats C are fastened near the ends of the
desk D, a portion of said cleats projecting in
front of the desk. The loop or circuit S8 is
preferably quadrangular and is preferably
formed of an iron or steel rod and with small
loops or eyes O at the corners.
the rod are fastened together, preferably by
welding. When only three legs are to be
used, one of the small loops O should be placed
midway between two corners.

To hold the booth or tent frame together
and to brace it laterally, metal angle-braces,
formed at nearly right angles, (see Fig. 14,) are
fastened by one of their ends to the ends of
the cleats C, as indicated at I, Fig. 3; or if
only three legs are to be used one of the angle-
braces should be fastened near the center at
the back edge of the desk. The other ends
of said braces are adapted to fit into tapering
metal sockets M, Fig. 15, which are fastened
near the middle of legs A, Fig. 9, or are at-
tached higher up on the legs when it is de-
sired that the desk or central member should
be higher.

The angle-brace just described may be
changed for the one shown in Fig. 12, which
may be fastened in.the same places on the
desk, the end with the long opening or slot
L projecting downward, and instead of the
socket M just described the thumb-screw bolt
E will be passed through the legs A. By pass-
ing the openings L underneath the head of
the bolts E, Fig. 10, (and if necessary tighten-
ing the thumb-nut,) the slight flange on the
edges of the angle-braces will be pressed
either side of the leg A, and the booth will
stand just as strong as by the use of the sock-
ots M and will be a few cents cheaper in cost.
Another way of using these angle-braces I'is
to fasten two of them to the legs A, the ends
with the slots L parallel to each other and far
enough apart to receive the end of the cleat
C between them, when with the thumb-screw
bolts E in place in the holes H, Fig. 5, the
bolts will be received by theslots L, when the

The ends of -

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

85

9o

95

100

105




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

6o

65

2 ' 626,753

cleats C are pushed between the braces, and
by tightening the thumb-nuts the frame will
stand firm.

The covering K is made of canvas or sheet-
ing or other suitable flexible material. This
covering K in the present form of my inven-
tion is suspended from the upper portion of
the frame, but whether suspended or other-
wisesecured on the frameforms the stationary
walls as well as the swinging wall or door.
Preferably one vertical marginal portion of
the covering laps over the front. of one of
the front corner-uprights, and the opposite
marginal door-forming portion of the cover-
ing suspended from the swinging bar or door
carrier closes against orinto contact with the
narrow flap or in such proximity to its up-
right as to completely close the door-space
between the front uprights; but the narrow
flap is not essential to my invention, the im-
bortant point being to hang the swinging
door-forming lap of the covering so as to close
the doortightly when the voteris in the booth.
At one edge and part way down one side of

covering K are attached-a series of suitable

wire hooks. (See Fig.16.) The hooks pref-
erably used are made specially for this pur-
pose and have at one end a round eye trans-
verse to the plane of the hook. The other end
may be bent out slightly just at the point and
cut off or formed into-a very small loop, as
shown in the drawings, by doubling the wire
back upon itself. These hooks are fastened
to the eanvas by a common eyelet passed
through.the eye of the hook and the canvas
and clenched over a washer on the under side.

The swinging rod or door carrier V used to
support the canvasin front to swing it out as
a door is of sufficient length to extend en-
tirely-across the door-aperture from its piv-
otal point to the narrow flap and is formed
with a small hole at the outer end and a brace
near the other end. Portions of the brace
and rod are formed downward at right angles
to the rod, Fig. 6. A small lateral V-shaped
bend is made in the rod near the right-angled
end (or a hole will answer) to keep the hook
J (if a hook and spring are used) from slid-
ing on the rod. The swinging iron is detach-
ably-attached to the frame-by screw-eyes or
staples Z, driven into one of the legs near its
upper end. The hook Jis attached to a com-
mon spring-hinge, which is fastened to the
leg, so that the hook J will interseet the V-
bend in the swinging rod and act to pull the
barshut, (see F'ig.-19;) or by placing itsscrew-
eyes at the opposite edges of the leg, as shown
in Fig. 18, the bar V will hang square across
the booth when closed, but when opened will
rise several inches at its outer end, so it will
swing shut when released, thus dispensing
with the spring. A staple or screw-eye isin-
serted in the lower side of the desk, as at Z,
Figs. 3 and 4, to assist in holding the swing-
ing rod when the booth is packed.

T'o prevent the carelesss loss of or displace-
ment of some of the legs, the rope or chain P,

Figs.1 and 11, may be attached to or through
each leg to keep them in sets. The straps RR
may be fastened to the under side of the desk
D to hold the parts together in packing, han-
dling, and shipping the booths.

The operation will be readily understood
from the foregoing. The covering is sus-
pended in part from the frame, preferably by
being hooked to the circuit or frame S, ex-
cept in front, where it is hooked or otherwise
suspended to the swinging rod or door earrier
V. The hook being in the hole at the end of
the rod, the other end of the covering is
wrapped around the leg at the left of the door
and hooked, as shown in Fig. 1, or is allowed
to hang loosely in front of the leg. The
cleats C, preferably supporting the table D,
are tied together, in this instance by the table,
although they may be connected by any suit-
able eross member, and the cleats and trans-
verse table form a cross-tie frame which holds
the uprights in position at a distance apart
between the ends of the uprights, and what
T'have called the ““circuit” S forms a.cross-
tie frame for the-upper portions of the up-
rights. These cross-tie frames of the de-
scribed or other suitable .construction with
the uprights form one of many possible forms
of knockdown frames for portable booths or
tents embodying the broader features of my
invention. ‘

The greatimportance of my invention, most

broadly considered, lies in.the fact that one
integral piece of fabric is used to form not
only the walls of the booth or tent, butin con-
nection with the swinging-door carrier also
theswinging doorof the booth. Iam the first,
so far as known to-me, to use a.covering which
not only forms these stationary wallg, but also
forms a swinging door, and the practical im-
portance of this feature of my invention lies
in the ease and speed with which the covering
is handled and also the ease and facility with
which it is folded for storage and the security
againstlossduring theintervals between elec-
tions, when the booths are stored. The fact
that the door of my new booth is a portion
of the hanging or covering keeps the booth
closed at the hinge of the door, and the con-
stroction makes it easy to form the door-car-
rier and to hang the door-forming portion of
the covering in such wise that the bcoth is
made tight along the free edge of the door
when the door is closed.

My invention is not limited to the exact
form, construction, and arrangement of the
various parts, and I therefore reserve the right
to make all such.alterations therein and modi-
fications thereof as fairly ecome within the
scope of the invention. I'have deseribed my
preferred form with great minuteness, so as to
make perfectly clear its construction, and not
because I intend to limit my invention to de-
tails of construction. I prefer to .hang the
covering on the top frame or circuit and on
the swinging-door carrier by means of hooks
to those parts; but any other suitable fasten-
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ing devices may be used, and the carrier may
he fastened to the frame at any desired point.

What I claim is—

1. A booth, comprising suitable uprights,
a frame detachably connected with said up-
rights at the top thereof, and serving to re-
tain said uprights in proper relative position,
aswinging-door carrier connected with one of
said uprights, a flexible covering inclosing the
sides and back of said booth, and detachably
suspended from said frame, one edge of said
covering being provided with an integral ex-
tension which forms a door, said door being
detachably suspended from said door-carrier,
and the outer edge of said door beingsecured
to the door-carrier at or near the free end
thereof, substantially asshown and described.

2. A booth, comprising suitable uprights,
a frame detachably connected with said up-
rights at the top thereof, and serving to re-
tain said uprights in proper relative position,
a detachable swinging-door carrier connected
with one of said uprights, a flexible covering
inclosing the sidesand back of said booth, and
detachably suspended from said frame, one
edge of said covering being provided with an
extension which forms a door, said door being
detachably suspended from said door-earrier,
and the outer edge of said door being secured
to the -door-carrier at or near the free end
thereof,said uprights being also provided with
detachable shelf-supports, and a shelf mount-
ed thereon within said booth, substantially as
shown and described.

3. A booth, comprising suitable uprights,
a removable top frame for connecting the up-
per ends of said uprights, a cross-tie frame
removably attached to the uprights between
the lower and upper ends thereof, a swinging-
door carrier detachably connected with one
of the uprights, a flexible covering inclosing
two sides and the back of said booth and de-
tachably suspended from the top frame, said
covering being provided at one edge thereof
with an integral extension forming a door
which is detachably suspended from the door-
carrier, substantially agsshown and described.

4. A bootli, comprising suitable uprights,
a removable top frame for connecting the up-
per ends of said uprights, a cross-tie frame

removably attached to the uprights, between

the lower and upper ends thereof, aswinging-
door carrier detachably connected with one
of the uprights, a flexible covering inclosing
two sides and the back of said booth and de-
tachably suspended from the top frame, said
covering being provided at one edge thereof
with an extension forming a door which is
detachably suspended from the door-carrier,
and detachable shelf-supports connected with
said uprights and provided with a shelf which
is mounted thereon with the booth, substan-
tially as shown and described.

5. A booth, comprising suitable uprights,
a detachable top frame for holding the upper
ends of said uprights in position, a swinging-
door carrier detachably connected with one

of said uprights, a flexible covering inclosing
two sides and the back of said booth, and
provided with hooks by which it is detach-
ably suspended from the top frame, said cov-
ering being also provided at one edge with an
extension forming a door which is provided
with hooks by which it is detachably sus-
pended from the door-carrier, said uprights
being also provided with a flexible connec-
tion between the upper and the lower ends
thereof, and detachable shelf-supports con-
nected with said uprights, and ashelf mount-
ed thereon within the booth, substantially as
shown and described.

6. In a tent or booth, a door comprising a
bar or rod of iron or steel having a brace
welded thereto and angling diagonally there-
from, and having a portion of each formed
at a right angle to said bar and constituting
pivots thereon; suitable eyes or staples for
the pivots to support the bar horizontally at
the top of an opening; a spring-hinge having
a hook adapted to engage the said barand to
pull it back whenever the bar is swung out
and released.

7. A portable booth, comprising a frame,
composed of separate detachable parts and
provided with a swinging-door carrier, said
frame being also provided with a flexible cov-
ering for two sides and the back thereof,
which is detachably suspended from the top
thereof, and provided at oneside or edge with
an integral extension forming a door which
is detachably suspended from said door-car-
rier, subsiantially as shown and described.

8. A portable booth, comprising a frame,
composed of separate detachable parts and
provided with a swinging-door earrier, said
frame being also provided with a flexible cov-
ering for two sides and the back thereof,
which is detachably suspended from the top
thereof, and provided at one side or edge with
an integral extension forming a door which
is detachably suspended from said door-car-
rier, and means for operating or swinging
said door-carrier, substantially as shown and
described.

9. Abooth, composed of suitable uprights,
a detachable top frame for connecting the up-
per ends of said uprights, a swinging-door
carrier detachably connected with one of said
uprights and provided with an eyein the free
end thereof, an integral flexible covering for
the two sidesand the back of said booth, said
covering being detachably suspended from
the top frame, and said covering being also
provided at one edge or side thereof with an
integral extension forming a door which is
detachably suspended from said door-car-
rier, and the outeredge of which is connected
with the eye in the free end of the door-car-
rier, and means for closing said door, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

JUAN 'W. ERNEST.

Witnesses:

Fanva McDOWELL,
HARRY GARRISON,
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