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(54) Title: ULTRASONIC DEVICE FOR FINGERTIP CONTROL

-

(57) Abstract: An ultrasonic surgical in-
strument comprises a handpiece and an
ultrasonically actuated blade distal to the
handpiece. The instrument includes an
activation member that is operable to se-
lectively activate the blade and a con-
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troller that is operable to select the energy
level at which the blade will be activated.
The activation member may comprise ca-

pacitive switches; resistive sensors; reso-
nant cavity switching technology; in-
frared sensing technology; technology
that uses a resonant, standing wave on a

surface that is perturbed by the presence
of a finger; and/or any other suitable type
of technology. The controller may com-
prise the same. The controller may permit
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selection from three or more available ul-
trasonic energy levels. The activation
member and/or controller may be manip-
ulated from various longitudinal positions
on the handpiece and/or various rotation-
al positions about the handpiece, such
that the handpiece may be gripped in a
variety of ways.
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2. claim: 16

The essential features of claim 16 are directed to the cable
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A surgical instrument comprising a handpiece and an end
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the handpiece. Thus, the problem to be solved is a compact
handpiece.
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