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Be it known that I, CHARLES F. WIESEN-
MEYER, of Springfield, in the county of San-
gamon,and in the State of Illinois, have in-
vented certain new and useful Iinprovements
in Harness; aud I do hereby declare that the
following is a full,clear, and exact description
thereof, refercnce being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, in which— .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device,
the parts being separated; and Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal scction of the same as arranged for
use, the locking parts being shown in plan
view,

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

The design of myinvention is to render more
easy the placing in and removing from posi-
tion of the-crupper and other parts of a har-
ness; and tothisend it consistsin the construe-
tion and combination of the parts of the device,
substantially as and.for the purpose herein-
after shown. : ’

In the annexed drawings, A represents a
housing having in cross-section substantially
the form and dimensions of one of the billets,
to which a crupper is attached,and preferably
a length equal to about twice its width, At
the rear closed end of said housing is provided
a tongue, a, by means of which the same is con-
nected by rivets,or other means to or with one
end of the erupper or with one of the billets.

Within the housing A is provided a latch, B,
which has the form shown in Fig. 2, and is

pivoted to or within the same near its rear end.

From the rear end of said latch a lug, b, pro-
Jjects outward through an opening in the edge
of said housing,which furnishes a means where-
by said lateh may be moved and also acts as

a stop for limiting the motion of the same. A

spring, C, placed within the rear end of said

" housing bears against the inuer edge of said

lug and holds said latch with a yielding press-
ure at the limit of its motion in one direction.

The end of the latch B is provided with a
hook, &', which is engaged by a notch, d/, that
is formed in the edge of & bar, D, which bar

has such size and shape as to enable it to en-
ter the open end of the housing A at one side
of said lateh, as shown in Tig. 2. The edge of
thebar Dadjacent to the latch Bis formed upon
a diagonal line,so as to give to the end of said
bar a pointed form and enableit,when inserted
within the housing A,to pressthe hooked end
of said latch aside. When said bar has passed
inward until its notch d coivcides with the hook
b’ the latter automatically engages therewith
and securely locks said bar in place. To re-
lease said bar D it is only necessary that the
lug b be pressed rearward,when said latch will
assume the position shown by dotted lines of
Fig. 2, said hook ¥/ being thereby withdrawn
from .engagement with said noteh.

The outer end of the bar D is provided with
a tongue, d, similar in size and shape to the
like featares of the tongue a, by means of which
said bar may be connected to or with one of
the crupper or back-band billets. ‘

As thus constructed the device furnishes a
means for connecting a erupper to or with a
back-band and for rendering easy the attach-
ment or detachment of said erupper during the
operation of placing in or removing from po-
sition a harness. ' .

While preferably used in connection with a
crapper, it will be obvious that this.device may
be employed for connecting together any por-
tions of a harness.

Having thus fully set forth the nature and
merits of my invention, what I claim as new
is— ;

The hereinbefore-deseribed deviee, in which
the housing A, provided with the tongue a, the
lateh B, having the lug b and hooked end 1,
the spring C,and the bar D, provided with the
notch d’ and tongue d, are constructed and
combined to operatein the manner and for the
purpose substautially as shown.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of
November, 1881,

C. F. WIESENMEYER.
Witnesses: '
L. H. BRADLEY,

S. HAMMERSLOUGH.
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