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The present invention relates to beautician’s module
and method of making same; and more particularly relates
‘to a beautician’s worktable which may be made up into
different lengths comprising a plurality of modules form-
ing work stations. No matter what length the assembled
table is made, it is made up of modules of substantially
identical configuration and structure.

The invention is characterized by a module of substan-
tially the same plan form, which module comprises a
partial unit of worktables or areas, or the like, which can
be arranged in different arrangements and, by providing
more or less modules, to different lengths to form a piu-
rality of work stations where individual beauticians, hair-
dressers, and the like may serve their respective customers.
The device is further characterized in that different sta-
tions formed by different of the modules can be provided
with different equipment whereby different beauticians’
operations can be performed at different stations along a
series of modules.

Previously used beauticians’ tables, and the like, have
been limited in their adaptation in that they have requn'ed
a substantial area in order to accommodate several pa-
trons at the same time. As an example, presently known
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worktables have been extended linearly with respect to -

each other, and/or have been placed adjacent partitions
or walls which placement and/or arrangement render a
significant portion of the available work space relatively
nuseless.

In addition to the foregoing disadvantages, previously
known tables have availed a minimum work area in which
a beautician may keep the equipment and supplies re-
qu1red for performing the several operations of a beau-
tician, such as, cosmetic treatments, hair setting, hair dry-
ing, and the like.

It is common practice in many beauty salons for a
patron to do other things than sit while her hair or face
or the like are being treated. For example, it is com-
mon practice for patrons to manicure their nails, to read
or write, or do crossword puzzles, etc., particularly while
the hair is being set and dried, etc.

With the amount of table space provided with presently
known worktables and the like in beauticians’ parlors, it is
necessary for the beautician to place materials and equip-
ment on the table area in front of a patron, and accord-
ingly need to reach in front of the patron while perform-
ing services. In other words, the usual floor space
available for providing economical operation of a beauty
salon has not been conducive in the past to providing
" sufficient table area or work space for the beautician and
also area on which a patron may keep manicuring equip-
ment, magazines or the like for convenient usage while
the beautician is serving the patron.

The present invention overcomes the above disadvan-
tages while providing work area in a minimum of floor
space, and also providing a maximum of table space.
The individual modules of the present invention are ar-
ranged to be connected in substantially serpentine arrange-
ment. Even though one or a few modules may be used
conveniently in a smaller beauty salon, it is contemplated
that the larger beauty salons will desire a large number
of such modules connected end-to-end in serpentine man-
ner to provide a plurality of modules in a minimum of
linear space while still providing for maximum worktable
area for the beautician and area for use by the. patrons
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during the service period. In addition, it is convenient
when hair dryers are used that a single dryer may be con-
veniently arranged to be used by more than one module
while still employing commercially available dryers of
known kind.

Assemblies of modules are found very convenient and
an asset to salon owners or managers. In addition to
compactness, each working area or station (module) is in
view of the owner. There is also space provided for a
cash drawer, appointment book, telephone, etc., so that
beauticians need not leave the station or the patron as is
the case in existing salons.

Accordingly it is a broad object of the invention to pro-
vide an improved beautician’s module.

It is a further object of the invention for providing an
improved method for manufacturing improved beauti-
cians’ modules.

A more specific object of the present invention is to
provide a beautician’s module of substantially arcuate
plan-form configuration.

It is another object to provide arcuate shaped modules
which can be arranged end-to-end to provide maximum
beautician’s work area in a minimum of linear space.

It is a further object in keeping with the invention to
provide modules which can be arranged alternately oppo-
site hand in substantially serpentine manner to provide
a maximum number of work stations in a minimum of
linear space.

It is a further specific object in keeping with the inven-
tion to provide modules for beauticians which are fabri-
cated from a minimum amount of material.

It is @ further object in keeping with the next proceed-
ing object to provide a new method of manufacture of
beauticians’ modules for forming a plurality of beauti-
clans’ work stations.

The aforegoing and other objects and advantages of
the present invention reside in details of construction and
different arrangements of parts, and will be either obvious -
or pointed out in the following specification and claim as
read in view of the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic view of several modules ar-
ranged end-to-end to provide an alternated linear arrange-
ment of beautician work stations;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of a module;

FIG. 3 is an elevational view projected from FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a partial elevational view looking downwardly
toward FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a detailed sectional view taken on line 5—5
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a plan view of a modification showing two
modules connected together; and

FIG. 7 is a diagrammatic view illustrating the method
of manufacture of the module section shown in FIG. 6.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, and first of
FIG. 1, a series of modules 10, of which eight are shown
in this figure, are each substantially identical to each other
in plan form. Each of the modules 10 has an arcuate
top 12 shown extended through an angle of approximately
120 degrees between the ends 13 thereof. It is to be un-
derstood that different dimensions radially in this respect
may be desirable for different modules and for different
adaptations, uses and requirements of different beauticians
for different purposes, such as for setting hair or the like,
or applying cosmetics, or for other purposes normally
practiced in the art.

When hair drying comprises a part of the beautician’s
operation, conventional hair dryers 14 may be mounted
conveniently on a post 16 on every other module 18. As
indicated in the upper two modules 10 of FIG. 1, the
dryer 14 may be pivoted around the post 16 to position
144 where it can be used by the occupant of the second
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module from the top module, as shown. The details of
construction in this regard will be explained more fully
below. As shown in FIG. 1 there is a second hair dryer
14 applied to the third module down from the top of the
drawing and this can likewise be swung down to service
the patron at the fourth module. No dryers are shown
at the lower four modules and these stations may be used
for other purposes wherein drying is not required. How-
ever, if drying is required in each of the stations there
could be two more dryers than the two shown to accom-
modate for each of the eight modules shown in FIG. 1.
Of course, each module 10 may have an individual dryer,
if required.

Inasmuch as the majority of beauticians are right-
handed, the patron may occupy a chair at the dotted line
position 18 and have the upper table area available for
use. Inthis case the beautician will physically occupy
the dotted line area 20 and have the lower part of the top
module 10 available. In addition to this area of the top
module 10, there is extra area provided by the next suc-
ceeding-module 10 that is usable by the first and/or sec-
ond beautician, with both being right-handed. Other
space is provided by a shelf and a drawer to be described
below. It is to be noted that both ends of the assembly
of FIG. 1 are arranged to be used by righi-handed beau-
ticians. In this way, walls or partitions adjacent the ends
of the assembly will cause sacrifice of the lsast fioor
space.

For further details of construction reference is now
made to FIGS. 2, 3 and 4. FIG. 2 is an enlarged plan
view with parts in substantially the same position as shown
in the upper module 18 of FIG. 1. As indicated in FIG.
2 the patron will have use of the area 22 of the table top
of module 18 and the beautician will have use of the area
24 when the operator is right-handed. However, when
the operator is left-handed, the operator will occupy and
use the area 22 whereas the patron will use the area 24.
As shown, there is a drawer 26 which is carried on a shelf
- 28 and guided by an end 30 at the right-hand side, and
guided by an end 32 at the left-hand side of the module
1. 'The opposite edge of the drawer 26 is guided either
by a strip 34 or a strip 36, and is interchangeable between
the position shown to the left-handed position shown in
which latter position it is guided by the end 32 and the
strip 36 for use by a left-handed operator.

It is to be noted that there is a substantial space 38 in
this worktable available to the patron, in which space
magazines and purse or other packages may be placed by
the patron. The end panels 36 or 32 may carry electrical
terminal boxes 48, only one of which is shown on the
end panel 30. The several modules can be electrically
wired and intérconnected so as to provide for lights, cig-
arette lighter, current for the hair dryer 14, a radio, or
other devices necessary or convenient for operator and
patron. Al of such appliances can be wired through
‘concealed wiring between the several modules 1 by con-
ventional known means, not shown.

Each module 19 is equipped normally with at least
three legs 44. Of course, more legs can be provided; how-
ever, the modules between end-modules need only three
to provide sufficient stability for convenient assembly and
to resist substantial downward forces which may be oc-
casioned by a patron or operator leaning upon the top
of a module. For end modules 10, or for single modules
used alone, additional legs 46 may be provided to pro-
vide sunitable stability. Accordingly an end module such
as top module 10 shown in FIG. 1, would be equipped
with four legs. The lowermost module would also be
equipped with four legs, not shown, and be identical to
the top module shown in FIG. 1. An alternate module
construction can comprise two legs 46 and the front center
leg 44 to accommodate different center of gravity C.G.
locations. Single modules would be equipped with three

or more legs 44 as well as two legs 46 to assure stability
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around the center of gravity C.G. of the module 19 for
unit use removed and separated from other modules.
Each leg 44, as well as legs 46, may be equipped with
known adjustable ends 48, or the like, to provide for level-
ing the modules. Each leg is also further secured to the
bottom of the tops of the modules by a suitable ferrule
50, or the like, connected to the under-surface of the top
10.

The dryers 14 are preferably carried on swingable arms
59, that may be extensible and retractable, raised and
lowered in known manner, if desired. For example, the
post 16 may be extensible up and down, and suitable
parallelogram arrangements, could be used to accommo-
date the hair dryers 14. It is of significance in this inven-
tion that the dryers 14 be at least swingable between posi-
tion such as 145 adjacent the third module to an out-of
the-way position as indicated at 14 in the top module; and
that top illustrated dryer 14 be swingable, as mentioned
above, to the position 14a for use by the patron at the
second module from the top of FIG. 1.

1t is preferred that each of the modules be provided
with a mirror 55, that may be of any suitable construc-
tion, and which may be mounted on a pair of standards
56 sunitably secured to the top surface of each of the
modules. With the mirror 55 positioned as shown in
FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, it is conveniently available for use by
both the patron and the beautician. '

Referring now for other details of construction to FiG.
4, the front view of the module looking down towards
FIG. 2 is shown. A suitable skirt 60 is preferably pro-
vided extending a distance down from the top surface 12
of the module 10 so as to provide support for the end
panels 32 supporting the shelf 28 as well as concealing
ferrules 58 and the electric equipment, and other con-
nections that may be desired in each module. To effect
desirable motifs, while retaining economy of manufacture,
the skirt 6¢ may be fabricated of thin plywood, and be
painted, stained and varnished, or vinyl coated. Inasmuch
as the skirt 68 is curved its stremgth is increased. The
skirt also can extend downwardly more than shown, as de-
sired, to provide additional strength as well as shield the
space beneath the module 16. End modules and inter-
mediate modules may be provided with panels, if de-
sired, in known manpger.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a means and method for
assembling the modules 19 conveniently at the time of
installation of same is shown. Modules 10 are adapted
to abut snugly along a line 62 at their ends 13. Although
several means of aligning and securing the module ends
may be utilized, it is preferred in the present modification
wherein an abrasion and heat-resistant plastic cover 64
are utilized over a plywood top 66, that metal dowels
68 be suitably secured thereinto in 2 manner well known
in table making. Two or more pairs of dowels 68 may
cooperate with metal pins 78 to align the tops to provide a
smeothly jointed surface adjacent abutment line 62, which
surface is available for use by either operator or patron
without presenting a substantial break in the flat and
smooth contour of the top of adjoining modules. A suit-
able cleat fastening mechanism 75 may be made up of a
pair of J straps 76, secured by screws 78 to fasten edges
of the tops of the modules by means of a double-return
bend strap 88. The strap 80 may be a drive fit over the
free ends of the J straps to snugly secure the edges along
the line 62 with the same being guided by the dowels pins
70 in the aligned dowels 68,

Referring now to a second modification of the inven-
tion attention is directed to FIG. 6 wherein a pair of
modules 100 are shown joined together along an abutting
line 182 to form a unit comprising two identical modules
arranged opposite-hand. Each module 168 has at least
three legs 104 spaced around the table 109 center of
gravity C.G. 2. When succeeding intermediate modules are
used, the intermediate modules only require the three
legs 194 to assure stability of all the modules in an as-
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sembly. When only two modules 100 comprises a hair-
dresser’s unit for two operators, additional legs 186 are
provided to afford stability at front corners 107 of the
modules. Of course a single module 186, used alone,
will require an additional leg 106a for complete stability,
and more than five legs can be used, if desired.

It is to-be noted that front edges 108 and rear edges 110
of each module 189 differ from the module 10 shown
in FIGS. 1-4, inasmuch as the edges 108 and 110 are not
parallel to each other but are curved around equal radii or
center points. This construction is preferred for economy
of material wherein either vinyl to be used to make a
module is relatively expensive, or when an inexpensive
end-product is desirable. It is to be noted that the ends
112 of succeeding modules are parallel to each other as
well as long the junction line 102, thereof.

FIG. 7 illustrates a method of making modules such as
shown in FIG. 6, for example. It is to be noted that the
edges 112a of a strip of stock 120 may comprise the edges
112 of the modules 160. Accordingly, to fabricate the
modules 168 of FIG. 6 most economically it is only neces-
sary to select strip stock having a width W that is the same
as the width between the edges 112 of the modules 100.
Separate module tops can be then cut off along lines 115,
after being advanced a given distance, such as two feet
when the width W is 6 feet. After each step of two feet
advance of the stock, a swing-saw or the like can be ro-
tated along lines-of-cut 115 around a center of rotation
point 125 to form both the front edge 108 and the rear
edge 110. Each succeeding cut 115, except the first and
last on a piece of stock 120, will form front and rear
module edges 108 and 110. It is to be noted that the
only waste stock need be the front corners 122 and the
rear end 124 of the stock 120.

While I have shown in detail a preferred modification
and an alternate modification of the present invention, and
a method for fabricating the alternate modification, ob-
viously other modifications and fabricating steps will occur
to others skilled in the art. Accordingly, I wish not to be
limited only to specific details and arrangement of parts
and the particular manner of making said alternate modi-
fication, but by the spirit and scope of the subjoined
claim.

1 claim: :

A worktable for use by a beautician comprising, a plu-
rality of modules having generally horizontal tops, the
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top of each of the modules having a pair of spaced arcuate
edges disposed in parallel alignment, the top of each of the
modules having an additional pair of edges connecting the
pair of spaced arcuate edges, each of the plurality of
modules being provided with a support means connected
to the top for supporting the top a predetermined distance
above a floor, the plurality of modules being assembled
with the additional edges of one of the modules in abut-
ting contact with the additional edges of the abutting
modules end-to-end to produce a continuous serpentine
configuration consisting of a plurality of interconnected
S-shapes, each of the modules being releasably secured
to abutting adjacent modules to produce a rigid structure,
each of the S-shapes providing a plurality of alternately
opposed work areas in linearly spaced relation, and op-
erative means pivotally connected to the top of every
other module of the serpentine configuration and along
an edge thereof in a manner permitting a beautician to
utilize the operative means in a work area on one side of
the worktable and in an adjacent work area on the other
side of the table.
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