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Portable Barbecue

@ The invention relates to a portable barbecue, said portable barbecue comprising a firebox, a grate and a cover.
With a barbecue according to the invention the firebox and the cover are adapted to be coupled in a portable
configuration, in which the cover functions as a cover of the firebox, and in a barbecue configuration, in which the
cover functions as a stand of the firebox that vertically spaces the firebox at a distance from a support surface.
This design of the barbecue, more in particular the cover of the barbecue, allows for an efficient use of
components, and, since the firebox is simply placed on the cover, this is achieved without the requirement of
complicated hinge connections.

Dit octrooi is verleend ongeacht het bijgevoegde resultaat van het onderzoek naar de stand van de
techniek en schriftelijke opinie. Het octrooischrift komt overeen met de oorspronkelijk ingediende
stukken.



10

15

20

25

30

35

P32862NLO0/MHR

Title: Portable Barbecue

The invention relates to a portable barbecue.

Portable barbecue grills have long been popular for camping and picnicking. Such portable
barbecues are different from the barbecues used for backyard or patio cooking in that they

must be light weight and easy to assemble and disassemble.

Portable barbecues are known in the prior art, for example from US1540434 and
US2477529. These portable barbecues typically have a suitcase like configuration to enable
them to be carried with ease. The barbecues are folded between a portable configuration
and a barbecue configuration. All in all the known portable barbecues are of a complicated
design, comprising many components which are to be hingeable connected during

assembly. Thus, they require an expensive and lengthy production process.

It is an object of a first aspect of the invention to provide an alternative, portable barbecue in
which the above mentioned drawbacks are eliminated altogether or occur in a greatly

reduced extent.

In particular it is an object of the first aspect of the invention to provide an alternative,
portable barbecue which can be quickly and easily disassembled into a compact unit for

carrying and storing and can be as quickly and easily set up for use.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a portable barbecue which allows for

a simple production process, and is thus inexpensive to manufacture.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a portable barbecue wherein the user
may assemble and disassemble the various components without the need of any tools or

separate fasteners.

According to the present invention, this object is achieved by providing a barbecue

according to claim 1.

A portable barbecue according to the invention comprises:
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a firebox for holding embers, a grate for supporting food products to be barbecued
above the embers, and a cover for said firebox,

wherein the firebox has a bottom panel, a front panel, a rear panel, a left side panel
and a right side panel, which panels together form the firebox, the firebox having an open
top,

wherein the grate has a food product support surface, which support surface is
provided with a pattern of apertures, and which grate is configured to be mounted over the
open top of the firebox,

wherein the cover has a top panel, a left side panel and a right side panel, which side
panels are provided at opposite ends of the top panel, such that the cover is substantially U-
shaped in a frontal view, and which left side panel and right side panel are spaced for
receiving the firebox between them,

wherein the firebox and the cover are adapted to be coupled in a portable
configuration, in which the cover functions as a cover of the firebox, and in a barbecue
configuration, in which the cover functions as a stand of the firebox,

in which portable configuration the cover is mounted onto the firebox such that the
top panel of the cover covers the open top of the firebox, and the left panel and the right
side panel of the cover extend along the left panel and the right panel of the firebox, and

in which barbeque configuration, the firebox is mounted onto the cover, such that the
cover forms a stand for the firebox, and the left side panel and the right side panel of the

cover vertically space the firebox at a distance from a support surface.

With a barbecue according to the invention the firebox and the cover are adapted to
be coupled in a portable configuration, in which the cover functions as a cover of the firebox,
and in a barbecue configuration, in which the cover functions as a stand of the firebox that
vertically spaces the firebox at a distance from a support surface. This design of the
barbecue, more in particular the cover of the barbecue, allows for an efficient use of
components, and, since the firebox is simply placed on the cover, this is achieved without

the requirement of complicated hinge connections.

Thus, the invention provides a portable barbecue having a simple design with few
components and a simple construction. The barbecue according to the invention thus allows

for an inexpensive and comparatively short production process.

Furthermore, to switch between the portable configuration and the barbecue
configuration, the firebox is to be mounted onto the cover, which cover functions as a stand

for said firebox. The barbecue can be assembled and disassembled without the need of
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tools, and is thus easy to use. The invention furthermore provides a portable barbecue
which can be quickly and easily disassembled into a compact unit for carrying and storing

and can be as quickly and easily set up for use.

It is noted that according to the invention, the cover is provided with two side panels,
which side panels are provided on opposite sides of the top panel of the cover. Thus, the
front and the back of the cover are open. In the barbeque configuration, the firebox is
mounted onto the cover, such that the cover forms a stand for the firebox, and the left side
panel and the right side panel of the cover vertically space the firebox at a distance from a
support surface. By spacing the firebox relative to the support surface, e.g. the table top of a
picnic table, the cover prevents the support surface from getting burned by the heat radiated
by the firebox when used.

Furthermore, the open front and back of the cover allow for air to freely pass below
the firebox, and thus allow for venting the support surface as the well as the firebox, and
thus furthermore reduce the chance of he support surface getting burned.

It is submitted that in a preferred embodiment, the cover is a simple U-shaped profile,
comprising a flat top surface and two side panels. The side panels may be simple
rectangular panels. However, the

Furthermore, the side panels and the top panel of the cover may be provided with
openings, for example a grid of openings providing a grate like appearance, and/or the side
panels may be provided with recesses, for example providing the side panels with an N-
shape, or an M-shape, without going beyond the scope of the invention. Such openings may
further enhance ventilation of the firebox and of the support surface during use of the
barbecue.

Also, in an embodiment, additional supports may be provided along the front side
and back side of the cover, be it that the panels would not fully extend along the sides, front
and rear of the cover, since the box like structure that would thus be crated would prevent
proper ventilation below the firebox and/or along the support surface during use of the
barbecue.

In yet another embodiment, additional supports may be provided at the side of the
top panel of the cover that faces the support surface when the cover is in the barbecue
configuration. In a further embodiment, these additional supports are located away from the
edge of the cover, and are received within the firebox when the cover is coupled with the

firebox in in the portable configuration.

It is submitted that the cover according to the invention functions as a stand for

positioning the fire box at a significant distance from a support surface, i.e. at a distance that
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allows for air to freely circulate below the firebox and at a distance the prevents the heat
radiation of the firebox to burn the support surface.

In an embodiment the side panels of the cover are dimensioned such that the cover
functions as a stand, positioning the box at a distance from the supporting surface of at least
3 cm, preferably at least 4 cm, for example 5 cm.

It is noted that in addition to the spacing provided by the cover, the top panel of the
cover provides an additional protection against heat radiating from the firebox and that

deflects that heat away from the support surface.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the left side panel and
right side panel of the cover are provided with free ends that are configured to, in the
barbeque configuration, be coupled with the firebox, preferably with the bottom panel of the
firebox, such that in the barbecue configuration the side panels of the cover space the
bottom panel of the firebox at a distance from the top panel of the cover.

In such an embodiment, the top panel of the cover thus forms a base of the stand
provided by the cover. This is beneficial, since the space between the bottom panel of the
firebox and the top panel of the cover allows for air to flow directly along the bottom side of
the firebox, and thus optimally cool said bottom surface, and in turn prevent the support
surface and/or the top panel of the cover to get burned by heat radiated form the firebox
during use.

In a preferred embodiment the firebox and the cover are configured such that the
free ends of the side panels are coupled with the bottom panel of the firebox, to provide a
maximum spacing between the bottom panel of the firebox and the top panel of the cover,
when in the barbecue configuration.

In an alternative embodiment, the firebox and the cover are configured such that the
free ends of the side panels are coupled with the side panels of the firebox, for example are
provided with tabs that are to be inserted into slots provided in the side panels of the firebox.
Such an embodiment would allow for the free ends of the side panels to be coupled with the
firebox and different positions, for example by providing multiple slots, one above the other,
in each side panel of the firebox, to thus enable the spacing between the top panel of the
cover and the bottom panel of the firebox to the adjusted.

In an alternative embodiment the cover is configured for supporting the firebox on top
of its top panel, the side panels having free ends configured as feet that support the cover,
and thus the firebox mounted on top of that cover, on a support surface. In such an
embodiment the top panel of the cover can be provided with apertures and/or with spacers,

to allow air to flow directly along the bottom panel of the firebox.
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As was already set out above, in a preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to
the invention, in the barbecue configuration the cover is placed upon a support surface with
its top panel facing the support surface and its side panels extending upwards. In such an
embodiment the left side panel and right side panel of the cover are provided with free ends
that are configured to, in the barbeque configuration, be coupled with the firebox, preferably
with the bottom panel of the firebox, such that in the barbecue configuration the side panels
of the cover space the bottom panel of the firebox at a distance from the top panel of the
cover.

Furthermore, in such an embodiment, the space between the bottom panel of the
firebox and the top panel of the cover allows for air to flow directly along the bottom side of
the firebox, and thus optimally cool the bottom surface of the firebox. At the same time, the
top panel of the cover also functions as a heat shield that shields the support surface from
heat radiated by the firebox. This is in particular beneficial when the barbecue is used as a
table top barbecue.

In a further preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the cover
is provided with feet, preferably in the form of tabs extending along the front and rear of top
panel which tabs are folded at an angle relative to the top panel, for spacing the top panel of
the cover relative to the support surface when the cover supports the firebox in the barbecue
configuration.

In an alternative embodiment, in addition to, or instead of, the feet in the form of tabs,
other type of feet can be provided as well. For example, the top panel can be provided with
multiple protrusions or pojections, for example in the form of plastic domes attached, e.g.
glued or screwed onto the top panel, to function as feet that space the top panel form the
support surface. These protrusions preferably are made form an heat insulating material.

In an embodiment, the feet are provided in the form of tabs as set out above, and are
provided with sleeves of insulating material to further enhance the insolating properties of
the feet.

Providing the cover with feet sets the top panel apart from the support surface, and
thus provides an additional layer of insulation between the heat radiated by the firebox and
the support surface onto which the barbecue has been set up. Furthermore, the feet reduce
the contact surface of the cover, c.q. the barbecue, with the support surface, and thus
reduces heat transfer between barbecue and support surfaces as well.

Thus, the cover can be provided with a substantially flat top panel and still provide a
solid base for the firebox. It is noted that when the cover would be provided with a fat top
surface only and the barbecue would be set up on a flat surface, such as a table top,
irregularities caught between support surface and cover might cause the an unstable

support. By providing the cover with feet, the risk of an unstable base due to irregularities on
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a support surface is reduced. Such an embodiment is in particular beneficial when the
portable barbecue is to be used as a table top barbecue.

In a further embodiment, the front panel and the rear panel of the firebox are
dimensioned such that, in the portable configuration, they extend above the top panel of the
cover, preferably to such an extent that they extend up to or beyond the feet provided on the
top cover. Thus, they prevent the feet from forming protrusions that extend beyond the
contour of the barbecue, which protrusions may hook into foreign bodies or scratch surfaces

during transport of the barbecue or when the barbecue is being stored.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the cover is configured
to, in the portable configuration, be coupled with the firebox at the free ends of its left side
panel and right side panel. Thus, a coupling device provided at the free ends of the side
panels that is used to couple the cover with the firebox when in the barbecue configuration,
is also used for coupling the cover with the firebox when in the portable configuration. Thus,
the design of the cover can be kept simple. In yet a further embodiment the coupling devices
provided on the firebox, for cooperation with the coupling devices provided at the free ends
of the side panels of the cover, are also used in both the portable configuration and the

barbecue configuration for coupling the cover with the firebox.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the firebox and the left
side panel and the right side panel of the cover are provided with coupling devices in the
form of a tab in slot connection which, in the barbeque configuration, and preferably also in
the portable configuration, couples the cover with the firebox. Such an embodiment is in
particular beneficial when the cover and the firebox are formed out of sheet metal, since the
coupling devices can then be created in a simple and efficient manner during the production
process by stamping and bending the sheet metal into the correct configuration.

In an alternative embodiment the side panels are provided with pins near the free
ends of the side panels, which pins are to be inserted in apertures provided in the side

panels of the firebox, or vice versa.

In a further embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the left side panel
and the right side panel are embodied as resilient side panels, which resilient side panels
need to be pushed away from each other or need to be pushed towards each other to
position the taps into the slots and thus couple the cover with the firebox, and which
resiliently bias the tab in the slot once the cover is coupled with the firebox.

By thus providing the cover with flexible side panels, the barbecue is provided with

simple and reliable coupling devices for coupling the cover with the firebox, which coupling



10

15

20

25

30

35

-7-

devices furthermore be provided by way of a simple and efficient production process when
the cover is formed out of a sheet metal blank.

In such an embodiment the resilient side panels function as click fingers, which can
be used for securely coupling the cover with the firebox in both the portable configuration
and the barbecue configuration.

For example when the resilient side panels are used in combination with coupling
devices embodied as tab slot connections, the side panels can be used to bias the taps into
the corresponding slots to secure the connection and prevent substantial movement of the
firebox relative to the cover in a direction perpendicular to the top of the cover and/or to

prevent a premature uncoupling of said coupling devices.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, when in the portable
configuration, the firebox and the cover engage each other such that they form a box, of
which the cover provides the top panel, the left side panel and the right side panel, and the
firebox provides the bottom panel, the front panel and the side panel. Such an embodiment
provides a compact and firm configuration, in particular when the side panels of the cover
tightly fit between the front and rear panel of the firebox. With such an embodiment, the
barbecue, in particular the firebox, can be used to store and transport for example barbecue
equipment and/or the grate and/or coals, etc.

In a preferred embodiment, the cover and the firebox are configured such that, in the
portable configuration, form a closed box, i.e. both components fit into each other such that
no gaps are formed between them. Thus, even small components can be securely held

inside the firebox when in the portable configuration.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, slots or apertures for
receiving corresponding tabs or protrusions provided at the free ends of one of the side
panels of the cover are provided in a sections of the bottom panel of the firebox that
respectively extend beyond the left side panel and the right side panel of the firebox. Thus,
the firebox comprises a compartment for holding embers, delimited by the front panel, rear
panel, side panels and bottom panel of the firebox, which compartment has no opening in
the bottom thereof.

In an alternative embodiment, the firebox can be provided with a double bottom, the
slot or apertures being provided in the outside bottom panel of the firebox.

In a further embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the bottom panel,
the front panel and the rear panel of the firebox extend beyond the left side panel and the

right side panel of the firebox, such that the firebox has substantially U-shaped side sections



10

15

20

25

30

35

-8-

for receiving the left side panel and the right side panel when the cover is combined with the
firebox in the portable configuration.

In a further preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, when in
the portable configuration, the side panels of the cover tightly fit between the front, rear and
bottom panels of the firebox, such that the firebox and the cover form a box, preferably a
closed box, of which the cover provides the top panel, the left side panel and the right side
panel, and the firebox provides the bottom panel, the front panel and the side panel.

With such an embodiment, the barbecue, in particular the firebox, can be used to
store and transport for example barbecue equipment and/or the grate and/or coals, etc.

In a further preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the slots
for receiving the tabs of the cover are provided in the bottom panel within the substantially
U-shaped side sections. This embodiment provides the firebox, in particular the bottom
panel of the firebox, with sections for providing coupling devices in the form of slots of
apertures, outside a compartment for holding embers.

In a further embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the front panel and
the rear panel of the firebox extend above the left side panel and the right side panel of the
firebox, such that, in the portable configuration, the cover is received between the front
panel and the rear panel of the firebox. In a further preferred embodiment, the firebox and
the cover are configured for holding the grate between them when in the portable
configuration. In such an embodiment the grate can be located on the open top of the
firebox, between the firebox and the cover when combined in the portable configuration.

It a further preferred embodiment, the front panel and the rear panel of the firebox
extend at an angle relative to each other, i.e. diverge in a direction away from the bottom
panel of the firebox, such that they are farther apart at the top end of the fire box and closer
together near the bottom panel of the fire box, to guide the side panels of the cover into the
U-shaped sections, i.e. between the front panel and the rear panel of the firebox, when the

cover is being mounted onto the firebox.

In a further embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the free end of
each side panel of the cover is provided with a support surface and at least one tab, which
at least one tab extends at an angle to the side panel of the cover and, when in the cover is
coupled with the firebox, extends substantially parallel to the bottom surface of the firebox,
and
which support surface is spaced from the tab at a distance substantially similar to the
thickness of the bottom panel of the firebox, such that, when in the cover is coupled with the
firebox, the bottom panel is locked between the support surface and the tab, and the firebox

and movement of the firebox relative to the cover in a direction parallel to the side panels of
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the cover is prevented. Such an embodiment of the fastening devices provides a secure
connection between the cover and the firebox, in particular when combined with flexible side

panels that bias, i.e. resiliently force, the fastening devices into engagement.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the cover is folded from
a single blank of sheet metal, which provides a simple a quick production process.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the front panel the
bottom panel and the rear panel of the firebox are folded from a single blank of sheet metal,
which provides a simple a quick production process. In a further embodiment, the side
panels of the firebox are welded in the thus formed folded part of the firebox. In an
alternative embodiment, the side panels are part of the same blank as the front, bottom and
rear panels, and the firebox is folded from that single blank after which the panels are for

example fixed to each other by welding.

In a preferred embodiment, the barbecue according to the invention has an elongate
shape, its longitudinal axis extending perpendicular to the side panels of the firebox. In an
embodiment, the barbecue is substantially symmetric relative to a plane of symmetry, which
plane of symmetry extends perpendicular to the side panels of the firebox. In a further
preferred embodiment, the barbecue is provided with a grip at a short end of the barbecue,
such that, when it is carried in the portable configuration its longitudinal axis extends in the
vertical direction. In such an embodiment, the relatively high grip in combination with a

relatively low center of gravity, keeps the barbecue extra stable while being carried.

In an embodiment, the firebox is provided with a spacer bottom, i.e. the compartment
defined by the firebox for holding the embers is provided with a double bottom that provides
a space between the spacer bottom, which effectively forms the bottom of the compartment
and the bottom panel of the firebox. Thus a barrier is provided in the form of an additional
space that prevents the bottom panel of the firebox, i.e. the outside panel, from direct
contact with the embers. It is submitted that the spacer bottom itself in addition functions as
a heat shield as well. Thus, the outside of the firebox is not warmed up that much during use
of the barbecue.

In an embodiment, the barbecue comprises an ember retainer, which is preferably
provided in the form of a basket, preferably folded from a blank of sheet metal, which is
mounted, i.e. hung, in the firebox. The ember retainer provides some distance between the
burning embers and the panels that form the firebox, and thus, the outside of the firebox is

not warmed up that much during use of the barbecue.
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In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the firebox is provided
with a grip, preferably in the form of a flexible strip mounted with opposite ends to the front
panel and the rear panel of the firebox. The strip is preferably made of a heat insulating
material and/or is provided sections of heat insulating material, for example a silicone
material or leather, to prevent heat of the firebox to be transferred to the grip.

In an alternative embodiment, the grip is for example provided in the form of an
aperture, fit for engagement by hand, which aperture is provided in one of the panels of the
cover or firebox, for example in a section of the bottom panel of the firebox extending

beyond the side panels of the firebox.

In a preferred embodiment, the grate is made out of a blank of sheet metal, which
blank is cut and subsequently folded.
In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the grate is configured to rest
on the left side panel and the right side panel of the firebox. In a preferred embodiment, the
grate is provided with spacer walls extending substantially perpendicular to the food support
surface, which spacer walls are provided with slots, or are spaced relative to each other,
such that the spacer walls enable the grate to be mounted onto the firebox in a raised
position, in which the spacer walls rest upon the side panels and/or front panel and rear
panel of the firebox, and in a lowered position, in which the side panels and/or front panel
and rear panel of the firebox are received in slots and/or spaces respectively provided in or
between the spacer walls.
In an embodiment, the spacer side walls are provided at opposite ends of the grate, which
spacer side walls are provided with a flange that extends parallel to the food support
surface, and which flanges are provided with positioning slots for receiving positioning tabs
of the firebox. In addition to these flanged spacer side walls, spacer walls are provided along
the front and rear edge of the grate, such that in the lowered position the side panels of the
firebox are each received between the front and rear spacer walls on one side and the
flanged spacer wall on the other side, and in the raised position, the grate rests with one of
the flanges on one side panel and with a front spacer wall and a rear spacer wall on the

other side panel.

Thus, the spacer walls enable the grate to be mounted in a lowered and in a raised position
on the side panels of the firebox. In the raised position the grate rests with the spacer walls
on the side panels of the firebox. In the lowered position the spacer walls of the grate can be

positioned along the side panels and/or front and rear panels of the firebox. Preferably, the
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lowered position also allows for the cover to be mounted in the portable configuration over
the grate.

In a preferred embodiment, some or all of the spacer walls are embodied as skewer wall as
well, i.e. are provided with slots for receiving skewers and supporting those skewers at a

distance from the grill, i.e. the food support surface of the grate.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the grate is provided
with preferably parallel skewer side walls on opposites sides of the grate, which skewer side
walls extend substantially perpendicular to the food support surface, and which skewer side
walls are provided with skewer slots for receiving a skewer, such that the skewer side walls
can support that skewer at a distance above the food support surface of the grate. The
skewer slots are configured to provide sufficient distance between skewer and the grill
forming the food support surface to enable the skewers to support food products and
preferably to allow those skewers to be rotated. In an embodiment the skewers are
supported at a distance of at least 1 cm of the food support surface, preferably at least 1,5
cm, for example 2 cm above the food support surface.

In an embodiment, the skewer slots are V-shaped to facilitate positioning a skewer in
the slots.

According to a second aspect, the invention furthermore provides a skewer grate,
which skewer grate can be used with a barbecue according to the first aspect of the
invention, which skewer grate can be used in a first position, in which its food support
surface faces upwards, for supporting food products to be barbecued above the firebox, and
a second position, in which the its food support surfaces faces downwards, for supporting
skewers above the firebox. Such a skewer grate allows for a flexible use of the barbecue.

In an embodiment, the panels of the firebox are provided with skewer slots for

supporting skewers.

In an embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention, the front panel and the
rear panel of the firebox extend above the left side panel and the right side panel of the
firebox, such that the cover, more in particular the top panel of the cover, when in the
portable configuration, is received between the front panel and the rear panel of the firebox.
Thus enclosing the top panel between the front panel and the rear panel of the firebox

provides a firm configuration, i.e. a configuration that can withstand impact during transport.

The invention furthermore provides a method for installing a barbeque, said method

comprising the steps:
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carrying a barbecue according to one or more of the preceding claims to a barbecue
location;

removing the cover form the firebox of the barbecue and placing the cover onto a support
surface; and

mounting the firebox on the cover.

Advantageous embodiments of the barbecue according to the invention and the method
according to the invention are disclosed in the subclaims and in the description, in which the
invention is further illustrated and elucidated on the basis of a number of exemplary

embodiments, of which some are shown in the schematic drawing.

In the drawings

Fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a portable barbecue according to the invention in a
barbecue configuration;

Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of the barbecue of Fig. 1 in a portable configuration;

Fig. 3 shows an exploded view of the barbecue of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 shows a perspective view of the barbecue of fig. 1 with a grate in a raised position;
and

Fig. 5 shows a perspective view of the barbecue of fig. 1 with a grate in a skewer position.

Fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a portable barbecue 1 according to the invention in a
barbecue configuration. Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of the barbecue 1 in a portable

configuration.

The portable barbecue 1 comprises a firebox 2 for holding embers, a grate 3 for supporting

food products to be barbecued above the embers, and a cover 4 for the firebox 2.

The firebox 2 has a bottom panel 5, a front panel 6, a rear panel 7, a left side panel 8 and a
right side panel 9, which panels together form the firebox, i.e. the define a compartment 10

for holding embers. The firebox 2 has an open top 11.

The grate 3 has a food product support surface 12, which support surface is provided with a
pattern of apertures 13. The grate 3 is configured to be mounted over the open top 11 of the

firebox 2.

The cover 4 has a top panel 14, a left side panel 15 and a right side panel 16, which side

panels are provided at opposite ends of the top panel, such that the cover 4 is substantially
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U-shaped in a frontal view. The left side panel 15 and right side panel 16 are spaced for

receiving the firebox 2 between them.

According to the invention, the firebox 2 and the cover 4 are adapted to be coupled in a
barbecue configuration in which the cover functions as a cover of the firebox, shown in Fig.
1, and in a portable configuration in which the cover functions as a stand of the firebox that

vertically spaces the firebox at a distance from a support surface, shown in Fig. 2.

In the portable configuration, the cover 4 is mounted onto the firebox 2 such that the top
panel 14 of the cover 4 covers the open top 11 of the firebox, and thus the compartment for
holding the embers. In the portable configuration, the left side panel 15 and the right side
panel 16 of the cover extend along the left side panel 8 and the right side panel 9 of the
firebox 2. In the particular embodiment shown, the side panels of the cover 4 and firebox 2
overlap when the barbecue, in its portable configuration, is seen in side view. It is noted that
the cover and the firebox are dimensioned such that the side panels of the cover are spaced

from the side panels of the firebox when the cover is mounted on the firebox.

In the preferred embodiment shown, the firebox 2 and the cover 4, when in the portable
configuration, engage each other such that they form a closed box, of which the cover
provides the top panel, the left side panel and the right side panel, and the firebox provides
the bottom panel, the front panel and the side panel. Such an embodiment provides a
compact and firm configuration, in particular when the side panels of the cover tightly fit
between the front and rear panel of the firebox. With such an embodiment, the barbecue, in
particular the firebox, can be used to store and transport for example barbecue equipment

and/or the grate and/or coals, etc.

In the barbecue configuration, the firebox 2 is mounted onto the cover 4, such that the cover
forms a stand for the firebox. In this configuration, the left side panel 15 and the right side
panel 16 of the cover 4 vertically space the firebox 2 at a distance from a support surface 17
that supports the cover. When the cover 4 functions as a stand, it positions the fire box 4 at
a distance from the support surface 17, which distance allows for air to freely circulate below
the firebox and which distance prevents the heat radiation of the firebox to burn the support

surface. This is in particular beneficial when the barbecue is set up on a table top.

In an embodiment the side panels 15,16 of the cover 4 are dimensioned such that the cover
functions as a stand positions the firebox at a distance from the supporting surface of at

least 3 cm, preferably at least 4 cm, for example 5 cm. In the preferred embodiment shown,
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the side panels of the cover have a height similar, but not identical, to the height of the front
panel and rear panel of the firebox. They space the firebox at a distance of about 8 cm from
the top panel of the cover and about 9 cm form the support surface onto which the barbecue

has been set up.

In the preferred embodiment shown the cover 4 is provided with two side panels 15,16,
which side panels are provided on opposite sides of the top panel 14 of the cover. The cover
is open at the front and the rear, i.e. no front and rear panel are provided. In the
embodiment shown, the cover thus has a U-shaped profile when seen in frontal view. The
open front and back of the cover allow for air to freely pass below the firebox, and thus allow
for venting the support surface as the well as the firebox, and thus furthermore reduce the

chance of he support surface getting burned.

The side panels of the embodiment shown are simple rectangular panels. However, the side
panels can have other shapes, for example may be comprise multiple apertures, cut outs,
etc., as long as they are able to function as feet for spacing the firebox relative to the
support surface.

Also, in an alternative embodiment, additional supports may be provided along the front side
and back side of the cover, for example in the form of partial front and rear panels. These
partial panels extend only along sections of the front and rear to enable proper ventilation
below the firebox and/or along the support surface during use of the barbecue.

Also, in an alternative embodiment, the cover may be provided with apertures, for example a
grid of openings may be provided in the top panel of the cover. Such openings may further

enhance ventilation of the firebox and of the support surface during use of the barbecue.

It is noted that in addition to the spacing provided by the cover, the top panel of the cover
provides an additional protection against heat radiating from the firebox and that deflects it

away from the support surface.

In the embodiment shown, the cover 4, when in the barbecue configuration, is positioned
with its top panel 14 facing down, i.e. towards a support surface, and its side panels 15,16
extending upwards. Thus, the top panel of the cover forms a base of the stand that is

created by the cover.

In an alternative embodiment the cover is configured for supporting the firebox on top of its
top panel, the side panels having free ends configured as feet that support the cover, and

thus the firebox mounted on top of that cover, or a support surface.
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In the preferred embodiment shown, the left side panel 15 and right side panel 16 of the
cover 4 are provided with free ends 18 that are configured to, in the barbeque configuration,
be coupled with the firebox 2. Thus, the side panels of the cover 4 not only space the fire

box away from the support surface, but also away from the top panel of the cover.

The space thus created between the bottom panel of the firebox and the top panel of the
cover allows for air to flow directly along the bottom side of the firebox, and thus optimally
cool said bottom surface, and in turn prevent the support surface and/or the top panel of the

cover to get burned by heat radiated form the firebox during use.

In the preferred embodiment shown, the firebox and the cover are configured such that the
free ends of the side panels are coupled with the bottom panel of the firebox, to provide a
maximum spacing between the bottom panel of the firebox and the top panel of the cover,

when in the barbecue configuration.

In an alternative embodiment, the firebox and the cover are configured such that the free
ends of the side panels are coupled with the side panels of the firebox, for example are

provided with tabs that are to be inserted into slots provided in the side panels of the firebox.

In the preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention shown, the firebox 2
and the cover 4 are provided with coupling devices in the form of a tab in slot connection.
The free ends 18 of the left side panel 15 and the right side panel 16 of the cover 4 are
provided with a tap 19, and the firebox 2 is provided with slots 20 in its bottom panel 5 for

receiving those tabs 19.

By providing a tab slot connection, or similar coupling devices, the barbecue can be
assembled and disassembled without the need of tools, and is thus easy to use. The
invention thus furthermore provides a portable barbecue which can be quickly and easily
disassembled into a compact unit for carrying and storing and can be as quickly and easily

set up for use.

Furthermore, in the preferred embodiment shown, the left side panel 15 and the right side
panel 16 are embodied as resilient side panels, which resilient side panels need to be
pushed towards each other to position the taps into the slots and thus couple the cover with

the firebox. Once the tabs are inserted in the slots, the side panels resiliently bias the tabs
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into engagement with the slots, and thus secure the connection, i.e. maintain the coupling,

between the cover and the firebox.

By thus providing the cover with flexible side panels, the barbecue is provided with simple
and reliable coupling devices for coupling the cover with the firebox, which coupling devices
furthermore be provided by way of a simple and efficient production process when the cover

is formed out of a sheet metal blank.

In the preferred embodiment of a barbecue 1 according to the invention shown, the coupling
devices provided at the free ends 18 of the side panels 15,16 of the cover 4, which are used
to couple the cover 4 with the firebox 2 when in the barbecue configuration, are also used
for coupling the cover with the firebox when in the portable configuration. More in particular,
in the preferred embodiment shown, the cover 4 and the firebox 2 are configured such that
the tab slot connection that is used to connect the cover with the firebox in the barbecue
configuration is also used to connect the cover with the firebox in the portable configuration.

Thus, the design of the cover can be kept simple.

In the preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention shown, the bottom
panel 5, the front panel 6 and the rear panel 7 of the firebox 2 extend beyond the left side
panel 8 and the right side panel 9 of the firebox 2, such that the firebox has substantially U-
shaped side sections for receiving the left side panel 15 and the right side panel 16 of the

cover 4, when the cover is combined with the firebox to achieve the portable configuration.

The slots 20 for receiving the tabs 19 provided at the free ends 18 of the side panels 15,16
of the cover 4 are provided in sections of the bottom panel 5 of the firebox 2 that extend
beyond the left side panel 8 and the right side panel 9 of the firebox 2. Thus, the firebox can
be provided with slots of a slot tab connection for coupling with the cover outside the
compartment 11 for holding embers. Thus, the compartment 10 for holding embers, which
compartment is delimited by the front panel 6, rear panel 7, side panels 8,9 and bottom

panel 5 of the firebox, has no openings in its bottom.

In the preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention shown, when in the
portable configuration, the side panels 15,16 of the cover 4 tightly fit between the front
panel6, rear panel 7 and bottom panel 5 of the firebox 2. Thus, the firebox 2 and the cover 4
form a closed box, shown in Fig. 2, of which box the cover 4 provides the top panel, the left
side panel and the right side panel, and the firebox 2 provides the bottom panel, the front

panel and the side panel. With such an embodiment, the barbecue, in particular the firebox,
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can be used to store and transport for example barbecue equipment and/or the grate and/or

coals, etc.

It is noted that in the preferred embodiment shown, the front panel 6 and the rear panel 7 of
the firebox 2 extend at an angle relative to each other, such that they are farther apart at the
top end of the fire box and closer together near the bottom panel of the fire box, to guide the
side panels 15, 16 of the cover 4 into the U-shaped sections at opposite ends of the firebox

when the cover is being mounted onto the firebox.

Furthermore, in the particular embodiment shown, the front panel 6 and the rear panel 7 of
the firebox 2 extend above the left side panel 8 and the right side panel 9 of the firebox 2,
such that, in the portable configuration, see Fig. 2, the cover 4 is received between the front
panel 6 and the rear panel 7 of the firebox 2. Thus enclosing the top panel between the front
panel and the rear panel of the firebox provides a firm configuration, i.e. a configuration that

can withstand impact during transport.

In the embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention shown, the free end 18 of each
side panel 15,16 of the cover 4 is provided with a central tab, and a support surface 21 at
each side of said tab. In the embodiment shown, the support surfaces 21 are provided in the
form of an edge of the side panel. In an alternative embodiment, the supports surface can

for example also be embodied in the form of a tab.

At each free end 18 of the side panels 15,16 of the cover 4, the tab 19 extends at such an
angle to the side panel, that, when the cover is coupled with the firebox, the tabs extends
substantially parallel to the bottom surface of the firebox.

At the same time, the support surface 21 is spaced from the tabs 19 at a distance
substantially similar to the thickness of the bottom panel 5 of the firebox 2, such that, when
the cover is coupled with the firebox, the bottom panel 5 is locked between the support
surface 21 and the tab 19, such that movement of the firebox relative to the coverin a

direction parallel to the side panels of the cover is prevented.

In a further embodiment, the tabs are inclined relative to a direction at which the free end of
the side panel is inserted into the slot, to provide the side panels with a click finger like

function, to facilitate coupling the cover with the firebox.

In the preferred embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention shown, the cover 4 is

provided with feet 22. In the preferred embodiment shown the feet 22 are provided in the
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form of tabs extending along the front and rear of top panel 14. The tabs 22 are folded at an
angle relative to the top panel 14, for spacing the top panel from the support surface 17. The

feet provide the top cover with stability on an irregular support platform.

The front panel 6 and the rear panel 7 of the firebox 2 are dimensioned such that, in the
portable configuration, they extend above the top panel 14 of the cover 4, in the preferred
embodiment shown in Fig. 2 to such an extent that they extend beyond the feet provided on
the top cover. Thus, they prevent the feet from forming protrusions that extend beyond the
contour of the barbecue, which protrusions may hook into foreign bodies or scratch surfaces

during transport of the barbecue or when the barbecue is being stored.

Fig. 3 shows an exploded view of the barbecue of Fig. 1, in which the fire box 2, the cover 4
and the grate 3 are shown in isolation. The barbecue shown furthermore comprises a spacer

bottom 23 and an ember retainer 24.

The spacer bottom 23 is provided in the firebox 2. The spacer bottom 23 effectively forms
the bottom of the compartment 10 for holding the embers, and thus creates a space
between the spacer bottom 10 and the bottom panel 5 of the firebox 2. Thus a barrier is
provided in the form of an additional space that prevents the bottom panel of the firebox, i.e.
the outside panel, from direct contact with the embers. Thus, the outside of the firebox is not

warmed up that much during use of the barbecue.

The barbecue 2 is furthermore provided with the ember retainer 24, which is provided in the
form of a basket, folded from a blank of sheet metal, which is mounted, i.e. hung, in the
firebox. When the barbecue is sued for barbecuing food products, the ember retainer 24
provides some distance between the burning embers and the panels that form the firebox,

and thus, the outside of the firebox is not warmed up that much during use of the barbecue.

In the particular embodiment shown, the barbecue is according to the invention, more in
particular the firebox 2 is provided with a grip 25 in the form of a flexible strip mounted with
opposite ends to the front panel 6 and the rear panel 7 of the firebox 2.

In an alternative embodiment, the grip is for example provided in the form of an aperture, fit
for engagement by hand, which aperture is provided in one of the panels of the cover or
firebox, for example in a section of the bottom panel of the firebox extending beyond the

side panels of the firebox.
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In the preferred embodiment shown, the barbecue according to the invention has an
elongate shape, its longitudinal axis extending perpendicular to the side panels 8,9 of the
firebox 2. It is submitted that in use, a user will typically sit along a long side of the barbecue,
such that he/she faces the front or rear panel of the firebox of the barbecue.

Furthermore, in the exemplary embodiment shown, the barbecue 1 is substantially
symmetric relative to a plane of symmetry, which plane of symmetry extends perpendicular
to the side panels of the firebox.

In the preferred embodiment shown, the grip 25 is provided at a short end of the barbecue
1, such that, when it is carried in the portable configuration, its longitudinal axis extends in
the vertical direction. In such an embodiment, the relatively high grip in combination with a

relatively low center of gravity, keeps the barbecue extra stable while being carried.

In the preferred embodiment shown, the cover 4 of the barbecue 1 is folded from a single
blank of sheet metal, which provides a simple and quick production process. From the
exploded view shown in Fig. 3, it is clear that the entire cover can be bent form a single
blank.

Furthermore, the front panel 6, the bottom panel, 5 and the rear panel, 7 of the firebox 2 are
folded from a single blank of sheet metal as well. In the embodiment shown, the side panels
8.9 of the firebox 2 are welded in the thus formed folded part of the firebox. In an alternative
embodiment, the side panels are part of the same blank as the front, bottom and rear
panels, and the firebox is folded from that single blank after which the panels are for

example fixed to each other by welding.

In the embodiment shown, the grate 3 is made out of a blank of sheet metal. The grate 3 is
configured to rest on the left side panel 8 and the right side panel 9 of the firebox 2. To keep
the grate 3 in position the grate is provided with slots, which positioning slots 26 match with
corresponding positioning tabs 27 provided on top edges of the side panels 8,9 of the

firebox 2.

In the preferred embodiment shown, the grate 3 is furthermore provided with spacer walls 28
that extend substantially perpendicular to the food support surface 12. In the embodiment
shown, the grate is provided with spacer side walls that are provided with a flange 30 that
extends parallel to the food support surface 12, and which flanges are provided with
additional positioning slots 26 for receiving the positioning tabs 27 of the firebox 2.

Furthermore, the grate is provided with walls along the front and rear, which walls function
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as spacer walls as wel. In addiotn these front and rear spacer walls also function as skewer

walls.

The spacer walls 28 enable the grate 3 to be mounted in a lowered position, shown in Fig. 1,
and in a raised position, shown in Fig. 4, on the side panels of the firebox. In the raised
position the grate 3 at one end rests with the flange 29 of one of the spacer side walls 28 on
one of the side panels 8,9 of the firebox 2 and with the front and rear spacer wall on the
other side wall of the firebox at the opposite end of the grate. The spacer side walls thus
function as spacers. In the lowered position the side panels of the firebox are received
between a spacer side wall located on one side of the respective side panel, and the front
and rear spacer walls, located on an opposite side of the respective side panel. The spacer
walls 28 of the grate 3 are positioned alongside the side panels 8,9 of the firebox 2, as

shown in fig. 1.

The lowered position also allows for the cover 4 to be mounted in the portable configuration
over the grate 3. In the preferred embodiment shown, the firebox 2 and the cover 4 are

configured for holding the grate 3 between them when in the portable configuration. In such
an embodiment the grate can be located on the open top of the firebox, between the firebox

and the cover when combined in the portable configuration.

Furthermore, in the embodiment of a barbecue according to the invention shown, the grate 3
is provided with preferably parallel skewer side walls 30 on opposite sides of the grate. The
skewer side walls 30 extend substantially perpendicular to the food support surface 12 of
the grate, and are provided with skewer slots 31 for receiving a skewer. Thus, the grate 3
can be used in a barbecue position, as shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 4, in which the food support
surface 12 is turned upwards, and in a skewer position, as shown in Fig. 5, in which the food
support surface 12 is turned downward, facing the firebox 2, for supporting skewers above

the open top 11 of the firebox 2.

Thus, when the grate 3 is in the skewer position the skewer side walls 30 can support
skewers at a distance above the food support surface 12 of the grate. The skewer slots 31
are configured to provide sufficient distance between supported skewer and the part of the
grate forming the food support surface to enable the skewers to support food products and
preferably to allow those skewers to be rotated. In an embodiment the skewers are
supported at a distance of at least 1 cm of the food support surface, preferably at least 1,5

cm, for example 2 cm above the food support surface.
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In an embodiment, the skewer slots are V-shaped to facilitate positioning a skewer in the

slots.

According to a second aspect, the invention furthermore provides a skewer grate, which can
be used with a barbecue according to the first aspect of the invention, which skewer grate
can be used in a first position, in which its food support surface faces upwards, for
supporting food products to be barbecued above the firebox, and a second position in which
the its food support surfaces faces downwards, for supporting skewers above the firebox.

Such a skewer grate is shown in Figs. 1 and 3.



10

15

20

25

30

Ref signs

01 barbecue

02 firebox

03 grate

04 cover

05 bottom panel fire box

06 front panel fire box

07 rear panel fire box

08 left side panel fire box

09 right side panel fire box

10 compartment for holding embers.
11 open top fire box

12 support surface grate

13 apertures grate

14 top panel of the cover

15 left side panel of the cover
16 right side panel of the cover
17 support surface

18 free ends side panels cover
19 tabs cover

20 slots firebox

21 support surface free end side panel
22 feet

23 spacer bottom

24 ember retainer

25 grip

26 positioning slots grate

27 positioning tabs side tabs firebox.
28 spacer side walls grate

29 flange spacer walls grate
30 skewer side walls grate

31 skewer slot

-22-
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P32862NLO0/MHR
CONCLUSIES

1. Draagbare barbecue, de draagbare barbecue omvattende:

een vuurdoos voor het houden van sintels, een rooster voor het ondersteunen van boven de
sintels te barbecueén voedingsproducten en een deksel voor genoemde vuurdoos,

waarbij de vuurdoos een bodempaneel, een voorpaneel, een achterpaneel, een linker
Zijpaneel en een rechterzijpaneel heeft, welke panelen tezamen de vuurdoos vormen, welke
vuurdoos een open bovenkant heeft;

waarbij het rooster een voedingsmiddelenondersteuningsoppervlak heeft, welk
ondersteuningsoppervlak is voorzien van een patroon van openingen, en welk rooster is
ingericht om te worden geplaatst over de open bovenkant van de vuurdoos;

waarbij het deksel een bovenpaneel, een linker zijpaneel en een rechter zijpaneel heeft,
welke zijpanelen zijn voorzien aan tegenovergelegen einden van het bovenpaneel, zodanig
dat het deksel in hoofdzaak U-vormig is in vooraanzicht, en welk linker zijpaneel en rechter
Zijpaneel zijn gespatieerd voor het tussen hen in opnemen van de vuurdoos;

waarbij de vuurdoos en het deksel zijn ingericht om gekoppeld te worden in een draagbare
configuratie, waarin het deksel functioneert als een deksel van de vuurdoos, en in een
barbecueconfiguratie, waarin het deksel functioneert als een standaard van de vuurdoos,
in welke draagbare configuratie het deksel is aangebracht op de vuurdoos zodanig dat het
bovenpaneel van het deksel de open bovenkant van de vuurdoos afdekt, en het linker
zijpaneel en het rechter zijpaneel van het deksel zich uitstrekken langs het linker zijpaneel
en het rechter zijpaneel van de vuurdoos, en

in welke barbecue configuratie, de vuurdoos geplaatst is op het deksel, zodanig dat het
deksel een standaard vormt voor de vuurdoos, en het linker zijpaneel en het rechter

Zijpaneel van het deksel de vuurdoos op een afstand van een ondersteuningsvlak spatiéren.

2. Barbecue volgens conclusie 1, waarbij het linker zijpaneel en het rechter zijpaneel van het
deksel zijn voorzien van een koppelinrichting aan een vrij einde van het respectievelijke
zijpaneel, welke koppelingsinrichtingen zijn ingericht om, in de barbecue configuratie, te
worden gekoppeld met koppelinrichtingen voorzien op de vuurdoos, bij voorkeur op het
bodempaneel van de vuurdoos, zodanig dat in de barbecue configuratie de zijpanelen van
het deksel het bodempaneel van de vuurdoos spatiéren op een afstand van het

bovenpaneel van het deksel.

3. Barbecue volgens conclusie 2, waarbij het deksel is voorzien van voeten, bij voorkeur in

de vorm van tabs die zich uitstrekken langs de voorkant en de achterkant van het
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bovenpaneel welke tabs gevouwen zijn onder een hoek ten opzichte van het bovenpaneel,
voor het spatiéren van het bovenpaneel van het deksel ten opzichte van het

ondersteuningsvlak wanneer het deksel de vuurdoos ondersteund.

4. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij het deksel is
ingericht om, in de draagbare configuratie, gekoppeld te zijn met de vuurdoos aan de vrije

einden van zijn linker zijpaneel en rechter zijpaneel.

5. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de conclusies 2-3, waarbij de vuurdoos en het linker
zijpaneel en het rechter zijpaneel van het deksel zijn voorzien van een tab in sleuf
verbinding welke, in de barbecue configuratie, en bij voorkeur eveneens in de draagbare

configuratie, het deksel met de vuurdoos koppelt.

6. Barbecue volgens conclusie 5, waarin het linker zijpaneel en het rechter zijpaneel zijn
uitgevoerd als verende zijpanelen, welke verende zijpanelen van elkaar af of naar elkaar toe
moeten worden geduwd om de tabs in de sleuven te positioneren en aldus het deksel met
de vuurdoos te koppelen, en welke de tab verend in de sleuf duwen wanneer het deksel met

de vuurdoos is gekoppeld.

7. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij, wanneer in de
draagbare configuratie, de vuurdoos en het deksel zodanig op elkaar ingrijpen dat ze een
doos vormen, waarvan het deksel het bovenpaneel, het linker zijpaneel en het rechter
zijpaneel verschaft, en de vuurdoos het onderpaneel, het voorpaneel en het achterpaneel

verschaft.

8. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij het bodempaneel,
het voorpaneel en het achterpaneel van de vuurdoos zich uitstrekken voorbij het linker
Zijpaneel en het rechter zijpaneel van de vuurdoos, zodanig dat de vuurdoos een in
hoofdzaak U-vormig zijsecties heeft voor het opnemen van het linkerzijpaneel en het rechter
zijpaneel wanneer het deksel is gecombineerd met de vuurdoos in de draagbare

configuratie.

9. Barbecue volgens conclusie 8, waarbij het voorpaneel en het achterpaneel van de
vuurdoos zich uitstrekken boven het linker zijpaneel en het rechter zijpaneel van de
vuurdoos, zodanig dat, in de draagbare configuratie, het deksel is opgenomen tussen het

voorpaneel en hat achterpaneel van de vuurdoos, en bij voorkeur het rooster kan worden
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gelokaliseerd op de open bovenkant van de vuurdoos, tussen de vuurdoos en het deksel

wanneer gecombineerd in de draagbare configuratie.

10. Barbecue volgens conclusie 4 en conclusie 8 of 9, waarbij de sleuven voor het opnemen
van de tabs van het deksel zijn voorzien in het bodempaneel binnen de in hoofdzaak U-

vormige zijsecties.

11. Barbecue volgens conclusie 10, waarbij het vrije einde van ieder van de zijpanelen van
het deksel is voorzien van een steunoppervlak en ten minste een tab, welke ten minste
enige tab zich uitstrekt onder een hoek met het zijpaneel van het deksel, en wanneer het
deksel is gekoppeld met de vuurdoos, zich in hoofdzaak parallel aan het bodemoppervlak
van de vuurdoos uitstrekt, en

welk steunoppervlak gespatieerd is ten opzichte van de tab op een afstand in hoofdzaak
gelijk aan de dikte van het bodempaneel van de vuurdoos, zodanig dat, wanneer het deksel
is gekoppeld met de vuurdoos, het bodempaneel is opgesloten tussen het steunopperviak
en de tab, en beweging van de vuurdoos ten opzichte van het deksel in een richting parallel

aan de zijpanelen van het deksel wordt voorkomen.

12. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij het deksel

gevouwen is uit een enkele blank plaatstaal.

13. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij het voorpaneel,
het bodempaneel en het achterpaneel van de vuurdoos zijn gevouwen uit een enkele blank

plaatstaal.

14. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij de vuurdoos is
voorzien van een greep, bij voorkeur in de vorm van een flexibele strip, bevestigd met

tegenovergelegen einden aan het voorpaneel en het achterpaneel van de vuurdoos.

15 barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij het rooster is
ingericht om te rusten op het linker zijpaneel en het rechter zijpaneel van de vuurdoos, en bij
voorkeur is voorzien van spatieerwanden die zich uitstrekken in hoofdzaak loodrecht op het
voedingsmiddelenondersteuningsoppervlak, welke spatieerwanden zijn voorzien van
sleuven, of ten opzichte van elkaar zijn gespatieerd, zodanig dat de spatieerwanden het
mogelijk maken om het rooster op de vuurdoos te plaatsen in een verhoogde positie, waarin
de spatieerwanden rusten op de zijwanden en/of het voorpaneel en het achterpaneel van de

vuurdoos, en in een verlaagde positie, waarin de zijpanelen en/of voorpaneel en
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achterpaneel van de vuurdoos zijn opgenomen in sleuven en/of ruimtes respectievelijk

voorzien in of tussen de spatieerwanden.

16. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij het rooster is
voorzien van bij voorkeur parallelle spieszijwanden aan tegenovergelegen zijden van het
rooster, welke spieszijwanden zich in hoofdzaak loodrecht uitstrekken op het
voedingsmiddelenondersteuningsoppervlak, en welke spieszijwanden zijn voorzien van
spiessleuven voor het opnemen van een spies, zodanig dat de spieszijwanden die spies
kunnen ondersteunen op een afstand boven het voedingsmiddelenondersteuningsopperviak

van het rooster.

17. Barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, waarbij het voorpaneel
en het achterpaneel van de vuurdoos zich uitstrekken boven het linker en het rechter
Zijpaneel van de vuurdoos, zodanig dat het deksel, meer in het bijzonder het bovenpaneel
van het deksel, wanneer in de draagbare configuratie, opgenomen wordt tussen het

voorpaneel en het achterpaneel va de vuurdoos.

18. Werkwijze voor het installeren van een barbecue volgens de uitvinding, genoemde
werkwijze omvattende de stappen:

dragen van de barbecue volgens een of meer van de voorgaande conclusies, naar een
barbecue locatie;

verwijderen van het deksel van de vuurdoos van de barbecue en het plaatsen van het

barbecuedeksel op een ondersteuningsvlak; en

plaatsen van de vuurdoos op het deksel.












ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a portable barbecue, said portable barbecue comprising a
firebox, a grate and a cover. With a barbecue according to the invention the firebox and the
cover are adapted to be coupled in a portable configuration, in which the cover functions as
a cover of the firebox, and in a barbecue configuration, in which the cover functions as a
stand of the firebox that vertically spaces the firebox at a distance from a support surface.
This design of the barbecue, more in particular the cover of the barbecue, allows for an
efficient use of components, and, since the firebox is simply placed on the cover, this is

achieved without the requirement of complicated hinge connections.
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WRITTEN OPINION

Application numbee

NL2017404

Box No. i Basis of this opinion

1. This gpinion has bean established on the basis of the latest sebof claims filed before the start of the search.
2. With regard to any niclectide andior amino acid sequence disclosedt irihé application and necessary o the
claimed invention, His oginion has been astablished on the basis of:
a. tvpe of material:
1 asequence listing
L1 tablets) refateddo the sequence listing
b format of materiak
O onpaper
£ i electronic form
. timerof filingfurnishing:
£l contained in the application asfiled.
L3 filed together with the application: in electranic form.
1 fumished subsequently for the purposes of search.

3. L1 In addition, in the case thal more than gne version or copy of a sequence listing andor table relating thereto
hag bean filed orfumishad, the required staternenis that the.nformation in the subseguent or additional
coplas isddentical to that in the gpplication as hled or doas not go beyond the application ag filad, as
approprigie. wera furnishad,

4. Additicnal comments:

Box No. V' Reasconed statement with regard 1o novelly, inventive step or industrial applicalyility;
citations and explanations supporting such siatement

1. Statement

Nowvealty ¥es: Claims 245, 10,11, 17
Nuo: Claims 1,78, 1216, 18
inveattive step Yes: Glaims: 2:8,70,°11, 17
No: Claims 1,79, 12-16,.18
tndustrial applicability Yeg: Claims 118
Mo Clains
2. Gitations and axplanations

see separate shest

MLROTE {duly 2008
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Box Ne. Vit Certain defects in the application

see separate sheet
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{SEPARATE SHEET) MLE2O17404

ftem V

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Referenceis made to documents D1 and D2

D1 DE 20 2008 004311 U1 (KNAPPE & LEHBRINK PRBOMOTION GM [DE]
12 augustus 2010 {2010-08-12)

D2 US 4 471 749 A IGALDES EMANUEL [US] 18 septerber 1984
(1984-09-18)

2. The closest prior art is found to be document D1 (paragraphs [0017] - [0027];
figures 1-3) disclosing 4 poriable barbecue, the portable barbecus comprising:

a firebox {4), a grate (3), and a cover (1), wherein the cover is substantially U-shaped;
wherein the firebox and the cover are adapted 1o be coupled in a portable
configuration, in which the cover functions as a cover of the firebox, and in &
barbecus configuration, in which the cover functions as a stand of the firebox.

The subject matter of claim 1 of the present application can therefors not be
considered as being novel.

3. Document D2 {(kolom 2, regel 23 - kolom 4, regel 22; figuren 1-3) discloses also the
same technical features. D2 does not explicitely disclose that the firebox can be
placed on top of the cover; however nothing prevents for the firebox to be placed on
top of the cover i so whished.

4. The method for installing a barbecue comprising the steps of cartying the
barbecue, removing the cover and mounting the firabox onto the cover gecording (o
independent claim 18, is also disclosed in D1, and can therefore not be congsidered as
being novel..

§. The dependent claims 7-9, 12-16 do not appear 1o contain any additional features
which, in combination with the Teatures of any claim to which they refer, over
documaents D1, D2, meet the requiremants of novelly and/or inventive step.

FormNL2STR Istpaiaiasheatl fduly SUEEY (sheet 1}



WRITTEN OPINION Application number
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6. The combination of the features of dependent claim 2 is neither known fram, nor
rendered cbvious by, the available prior art.

tem Vi
Certain defects in the application

7. The relevant background ar disclosed in D1 is not mentioned in the description,
rior is this document identified therein.

8. independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form, which in the present case would be
appropriate, with those features known in combination from the pror art being placed
in the preamble and the remaining features being included in the characterising part.

9. The fealures of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in
parentheses.
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