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alone
"L"  document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or  "Y"  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be considered to
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citation or other special reason (as specified) - such documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art
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Box No. [ Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been establisﬁed in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
reasons: ‘

1. E] Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international applicatioh that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. [:I Claims Nos:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See Supplemental Box for Details

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the appl'icant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims. o

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

1000

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. L__' No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by tlaims Nos.:

Remark on Protest ' D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,

the payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
- protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box III

This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. This Authority has
found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the claims into distinct groups:

. Group 1: Claims 1 to 13 are directed to a lifter bar and a method of producing the lifter bar by moulding; said
lifter bar having at least one attachment formation embedded in the lifter bar. It is considered that lifter bar
having an attachment form embedded in the lifter bar comprises a first distinguishing feature.

. Group 2: Claims 14 to 18 are directed to a tool suitable for hoisting a lifter bar including at least one capture
mechanism for capturing an attachment formation of the lifter bar, the attachment formation having a shank
portion and an enlarged head portion, the capture mechanism having first member with opening to receive shank
pottion of the attachment formation and a second member which is slidably movable in relation to the first
member to a position in which the second member traps the attachment formation in the opening of the first
member. It is considered that the capture mechanism having first and second slidably movable members to trap
the attachment formation of a lifter bar comprises a second distinguishing feature.

. Group 3: Claims 19-20 are directed to a lifting device for use in hoisting a lifter bar including a capture portion
for capturing an attachment portion of the lifter bar, the attachment portion including a shank portion and an
enlarged head portion, the capture portion including a longitudinal aperture for receiving the shank, an
attachment portion for attaching a lifting hook to the device wherein the lifting hook obstructs the removal of the
attachment formation from the capture portion. It is considered that the lifting device having a capture portion
including a longitudinal aperture for receiving the shank portion of the attachment formations and an attachment
portion for attaching a lifting hook to the device and when the lifting hook is attached it obstructs removal of the
attachment formation from the capture portion comprises a third dlstmgmshmg feature.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among
the claimed inventions invelving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2,
second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art
but are not common to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical relationship.

The only feature common between Group 1 & Group 2 and Group 1 & Group 3 of the claimed inventions which
provides a technical relationship among them is a lifter bar having an attachment formation. However this feature does
not make a contribution over the prior art cited below.

The only feature common between Group 2 & Group 3 of the claimed inventions which provides a technical
relationship among them is a lifter bar having an attachment formation including a shank portion and an enlarged head
portion. However this feature does not make a contribution over the prior art cited below.

D1:-AU 200053388 A1 (GROWTH ASIA AUSTRALIA PTY LTD) 22 February 2001
D2: US 4848681 A (ERIKSSON et al.) 18 July 1989

D3: AU 695779 B2 (EVANS DEAKIN ENGINEERING PTY LTD) 18 July 1996 .
D4: EP 1181981 Al (INDUSTRIE BITOSSI S.P.A) 27 February 2002

Document D1 (figures 1-4, abstract), D2 (figure 1, item 34, figure 3, itemn 33), D3 (figure 5, item 62, page 5 lines 17-19)
and D4 (figures 5-6, column 1 paragraphs [0005-[0007], column 3 paragraphs [0018]-[0021]) disclose a lifter bar with
an attachment formation including a shank portion and an enlarged head portion.
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Supplemental Box

Therefore in the light of this document this common feature cannot be a special technical feature. Therefore there is no
special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the requirements for unity of invention are
consequently not satisfied a posteriori. :
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