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This invention relates to a toothbrush cover and stand
and more particularly, to a cover adapted to encompass
the bristle portion only of a toothbrush,

It is the general object of the invention to provide a
toothbrush cover which will effectively protect the bristle
portion when the toothbrush is not in use and which can
be used in conjunction with any conventional toothbrush
without requiring any modification of the handle portion
thereof.

It is a further object to provide such a cover which
when in position over the bristle portion will still enable
the toothbrush to be stored in a vertical position in a con-
ventional rack therefor.

It is still another object to provide such a cover which
may further serve as a supporting stand for the tooth-
brush when it is' desired temporarily to set the brush
down on a supporting surface, and which may also serve
as an additional gripping means when the toothbrush
is in use.

It is a forther object to provide a cover which may be
removed from and applied to the bristle portion of the
brush without the possibility of coming into contact with
the bristles themselves so that the bristles are not de-
formed.

It is a further object to provide a toothbrush cover
which is open at one end portion thereof and which has
a hinged lip at the other end, the lip permitting the cover
to slide lengthwise of the toothbrush in a channel pro-
vided in the cover for that purpose, the lip covering the
bristle end when the brush is not in use and the end open-~
ing in the cover allowing circulation of air thereinto so
that the bristles may dry during non-use.

These and other objects will become more apparent
from the following detailed description, reference being
had to the accompanying figures of drawing wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates the cover applied to the bristle por-
tion of a toothbrush where it would be placed when the
brush is stored and not in use;

FIG. 2 is a section taken on line 2—2 in FIG. 1 and
looking in the direction of the arrows;

FIG. 3 is a view of the cover as seen looking toward
the open end thereof; )

FIG. 4 is a view of the opposite end of the cover;

FIG. 5 illustrates the relative positions of toothbrush
and cover when the latter is acting as a stand for the
toothbrush or as an additional gripping means during
brushing; and

FIG. 6 illustrates a further standing position for the
toothbrush and cover.

In FIG. 1 a conventional toothbrush is generally indi-
cated by arrow 10 and comprises a handle portion 11
having the usual bristles 12 embedded in head portion
13 thereof.

The cover is generally indicated at 14 and comprises
a tubular member having an external configuration which
may be substantially cylindrical or generally rectangular,
and having a length somewhat greater than the bristle
portion of the toothbrush. The cover is preferably formed
of a resilient plastic material and may also be formed of
synthetic or natural rubber.

In its interior cover 14 includes a pair of oppositely
disposed, inwardly directed ribs 15, 16 extending sub-
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stantially the entire length thereof and which, together
with adjoining portion 17 of the cover, form a restricted
channel 18 adapted to fit snugly around the handle portion
i1 of the brush as seen in FIG. 2. The ribs 15 and 16 are
spaced apart just sufficiently to overlap the edges of head
portion 13 which are adjacent the bristles. Such a con-
struction permits the cover to be forcingly slid along
the handle portion and to remain in any set position.

The bristle receiving pocket 19 is preferably suffi-
ciently large so that no part of the protruding bristles
touches the adjacent cover and also to allow circulation
of air around the bristles so that these may dry out when
the brush is not in use.

One end 20 of the cover is completely open and is
flared outwardly as shown at 21 in FIG. 5 so that the
cover may act as a stand for the toothbrush during use
when it is desired to set it down on some supporting
surface.

The opposite end of the cover is preferably substan-
tially completely enclosed. Accordingly, a lip 22 is pro-
vided which is integral with the body portion of the cover
and which may be hinged thereto at 23 so that it is flexi-
ble in both directions inwardly and outwardly of the
cover. An opening 24 remains in alignment with channel]
18 for handle portion 11 to protrude therethrough and
also for circulation of air for drying purposes. The lip
22 thus permits sliding movement of the cover from the
position shown in FIG. 1 to that FIG. 5 without removal
of the cover from the toothbrush.

In the alternative lip 22 may be affixed on its sides to
the adjacent cover portions in which case the toothbrush
would have to be separated from the cover and inserted
from its opposite end into opening 24 to form the stand
shown in FIG. 5.

Thus, it may be seen that applicant has provided a
relatively simple and inexpensive cover for a toothbrush
which is effective not only to protect the bristle portion
when not in use but also which may act as a temporary
stand for the brush as well as an additional rigid grip
during brushing. The large opening 20 at the lower end
of the cover and smaller opening 24 at the opposite end
permit air circulation when the brush is not in use S0
that its bristles may quickly dry out.

While one embodiment of the invention has been dis-
closed, it is to be understood that the inventive concept
may be carried out in a number of ways. The invention is
therefore not to be limited to the precise details dis-
closed, but is intended to embrace all variations and mod-
ifications falling within the spirit of the invention and
scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A toothbrush cover and stand comprising a body
portion having a continuous and endless cross-section
defining an enclosure for the brush portion of said tooth-
brush, a channel extending along the interior of said body
portion and defined by a section of said body portion
completely encompassing the outer part of the enclosed
toothbrush and further by a pair of oppositely disposed,
inwardly directed ribs, said ribs being disposed completely
above and adapted to define a snug fit against the sides
of the handle portion of said toothbrush, said body por-
tion being open at one end thereof, said open end being
outwardly flared to a maximum at the extremity of said
open end to enable said cover and stand to stand verti-
cally upon said open end while said toothbrush extends
upwardly therefrom, the opposite and outer end of said
body portion being provided with an enclosure except for
that portion in alignment with said channel, said body
portion being slidable along the end of the toothbrush
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handle portion to provide an additional gripping means 2,651,070  9/1953 Zimmerman -—.------ 15—183
for said toothbrush. 2,655,968  10/1953 = Simmons: .
2. A toothbrush cover and stand according to claim 1 2,947,412  8/1960 Tupper ——--w--mom—m-- 206—15
wherein said enclosure comprises a hinged lip movable
inwardly and outwardly of said body portion. 5 FOREIGN P{XTENTS
130,691 12/1948 Australia.
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