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(57) Abstract: The method for producing an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer has a step (I) in which an ethylene-vinyl
acetate copolymer in a solution of an ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer is saponified using an alkali catalyst to obtain
a solution of a saponified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer having a degree of saponification of from 10 mol% to less
than 60 mol% and a step (I) in which the solution of the saponified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer is supplied to top
of a tower reactor (A), solvent vapor is supplied to the lower part and discharged from the top, and an alkali catalyst is
supplied below the location at which the solution of the saponified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer is supplied to further
saponify the saponified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer, and a solution of an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer having
a degree of saponification of from 99 mol% to 100 mol% obtained is removed from the tower bottom. According to this
production method, even when an ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer is produced continuously for a long period of time,
the ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer can be saponified efficiently, so that the ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer can be
produced at good productivity.
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