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Hand drier with ozone producing electrostatic field

(57) An electrostatic field within the hair drier converts some of the oxygen passing through it in to ozone.
The electrostatic field is produced, between a filter 16 and the outlet 12, by a corona unit 19. The corona
discharge unit 19 comprises a tube of quartz glass 20 sandwiched between tubes of stainless steel mesh 21,
22. The bimedial filter 16 has electrostatic and activated carbon components. The drying ozone has
bactericidal properties.

At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy.

The claims were filed later than the filing date but within the period prescribed by Rule 25(1} of the Patents Rules 1895.
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HAND DRYER

This invention concerns a hand dryer of the kind (hereinafier termed of the
kind referred to) which emits a jet of heated air onto the hands of the user who will
ordinarily rub his hands together in the jet. Usually a dryer of the kind referred to will
have a manually adjustable flap to direct the jet upwardly to enable drying of the face.

Known hand dryers of the kind referred to generally have a nozzle of quite
small dimension which becomes contaminated with bacteria deflectd backwardly by the
jet from the hands of a user, which bacteria can then be transferred to the hands of a

subsequent user.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a hand dryer of the kind

referred to, which overcomes, at lease to some extent, the problem aforesaid.

According to the present invention, there is provided a hand dryer of the
kind referred to wherein the air leaving the dryer is first passed through an electrostatic

field to convert some of the oxygen therein to ozone.

Ozone has well-known bactericidal properties and also, surprisingly, is a
most effective drying agent enabling the temperature of the jet to be lower than required

for untreated air for similar effect.

The invention will be further apparent from the following description, with
reference to the figures of the accompanying drawing which show, by way of example

only, one form of hand dryer embodying same.



Of the drawing:-

Figure 1 shows a front view of the dryer;

Figure 2 shows a side view of the dryer; and .
Figure 3 shows a cross-section through the dryev%

on the line III - IIT of Figure 1.

Referring now to the drawing, it will be seen that the hand dryer com plises

a prismatic housing 10 of generally triangular cross-section.

The downwardly angled lower wall 11 of the housing 10 presents a sl&:t ike

g

nozzle 12 of extended length through which a heated jet may be emitted to dry the F

of a user which need not be bunched together as necessary with many conven!'

dryers in view of the extended length.

The nozzle 12 is provided with a manually adjustable flap 13 which qbn
moved to direct the jet upwardly for drying the face. ‘

Within the housing 10 are two fans 14, which draw air through a grlj'le
in the top wall 16 of the housing 10 and a filter 16 mounted behind the grille 15 and; q

heating elements 17 for discharge through the nozzle 12. The filter 16 is bmi dlial

comprising an electrostatic filter and an activated carbon filter.

The fans 14 operate automatically in response to the presence of the ]ﬁa nds

or face adjacent the nozzle 12 as determined by proximity sensors (not shown).
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Between the fans 14 and nozzle 12 is a chamber 18 containing a corona
unit 19 which is operated, again by the proximity sensors, to establish a powerful

electrostatic field to convert oxygen in the air stream into ozone.

The corona unit 19 comprises a tube 20 of quartz glass sandwiched between
tubes 21 and 22 of stainless steel mesh. When the unit 19 is operating, typically a current
of 9mA at 4kv flows between the tubes 21 and 22.

The ozone enriched jet has known bactericidal properties and has enhanced
drying properties enabling the jet temperature to be reduced for similar effect when

‘compared with a conventional dryer.

It will be appreciated that it is not intended to limit the invention to
the above example only, many variations, such as might readily occur to one skilled in

the art, being possible, without departing from the scope thereof.



CLAIMS
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1. A hand dryer wherein the air leaving the dryer is first passed throu%,k any

electrostatic field to convert some of the oxygen therein to ozone.

2. An electric hand dryer in which the air leaving the dryer when 0peta1 ing
in a hand drying mode is first passed through an electrostatic field to convert soghc' of

the oxygen therein to ozone.

3. A hand dryer as claimed in Claim 1 or 2 in which the ozone enrich%idl jet

temperature is lower for similar effect when compared with a conventional dryet‘

4. A hand dryer as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 3 in which the

electrostatic field is generated by a corona unit.

5. A hand dryer as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 3 in which the ,

electrostatic field is generated by a corona unit. located within the dryer in the p(ith of

a fan-induced air flow through the dryer.

6. A hand dryer as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 5 in which air is

drawn into the dryer and passes through a filter.

7. A hand dryer as claimed in Claim 6 when dependent on Claim 5 in

which the filter is upstream of the corona unit.

8. A hand dryer as claimed in Claim 6 or 7 in which the filter is a bimdhml
H

filter comprising an electrostatic filter and an activated carbon filter.




s

9. A hand dryer as claimed in Claim 5 or 7 in which the corona unit

comprises a tube of quartz glass sandwiched between tubes of stainless steel mesh.

10. A method of drying the hands using a hand dryer as claimed in any one
of Claims 1 to 9.

11. A method of drying the hands at reduced temperature compared with

conventional hand dryers, comprising using a hand dryer as claimed in any one of

Claims 1 to 9.

12. A hand dryer substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to,

. and as shown in, the accompanying drawings.
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