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This inventicn relates generally to footwear.

Zore perticularly, my inventicn -relates to an
improved construction for shoes adapted for
street or sportwear and to the type of shoes hav-
ing relatively thick outer soles.

One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved shee construction of the char-
acter described having a relatively thick cuter
sole made of resiilent rnaterial and in which the
upper is so attached to the shos that it will al-
ways maintain a smocth non-bulging appear-
ancs when weoin.

Another objiect of my invention is
an improved shoee construction ci the character
described having porticns, adjacent the bottom
edge of the uppe free and unattached to form a
skirt portion.

Still another cbject of my invention is to pro-
vide in combination with a shoz construction of
the character described a novel pre-formed
molded outer sole which shall he highly resil-
ient and yet sturdy.

Still another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a novel shoe construction of the character
described which shall comprise relatively few
and simple parts, which shall be easy to assem-
ble, which shall be relatively inexpensive to
manufacture and yet rugged in construction and
which, at the same time, shall be a general im-
provement in the art.

Other objects of this invention will in part be
obvious and in part hereinafter pcinted out.

The invention accordingly consists in the fea-
tures of construction, combinations of elements,
and arrangement of parts which will be exem-=-
plified in the construction hereinafter described,
and of which the scope of application will be in-
dicated in the claims.

In the accompanying drawing, in which are
shown varicus possible embodiments of this in-
vention,

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view, partly sec-
tional, of a shce constructed in accordance with
my invention;

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken substan-
tially on the line 2-—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig., 3 is a cross-sectional view taken sub-
stantially on the line 3-—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig, 4 is a bottom plan view of the shoe con-
struction illustrated in Figs. 1 to -3 but with the
outer sole removed;

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view, partly in per-
spective, of an outer sole formed in accordance
with my invention; and

Figs. 6 and 7 are partial cress-sectional views
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similar to Fig. 2 bub llustrating medified forms
of my 1nventmn.

Referring now in detail to the drawing, there
is disciosed a shoe constructed in. accordance
with my invention and comprising an inner sole
18 of customary design and an outer sole il
which may be of any suitable design but which is
preferably made of a resilient maierial such as
sponge. rubker., An upper 12 of any suitable
design is. provided and instead of the customary
method, well known in the art, of lasiing the
upper between the inner and cuter soles, I em-
ploy, in accordance with my invention, a con
struction by means of which a portion 12a of
the upper adizcent the bhottom edge thereof is
caused to freely overhang the rim of the outer
sole, thus providing a skirt effect. The following
means are employed for permanently attaching
the upper tO the shoe.

A relatively narrow strip or welt {4 is per-
manently attached adjacent one longitudinal
edge thereof to the upper i2 by any suitable
means such as the row or rows of stitching (5.
The unattached or free portion of the welt 14 is
then lasted between the inner sole 18 and the
outer sole I{ as clearly shown in Figs. 1 to 3 of
the drawing. As shown in Fig. 4 of the drawing,
the welt {4 is disposed in a continuous line ad-
jacent the periphery of the outer sole 1, leav-
ing a space S in the center portion thereof. That
portion of the welt i4 interposed between the
inner sole 10 and the outer sole {1 may be per-
manently attached in position by any suitable
meahs known to the art such as, for example,
by cementing the upper surface thereof to the
inner sole 18, and the bottom surface of said
welt portion to the outer sole if, as shown at the
left hand end of Fig. 1 of the drawing. Another
manner consists of first tacking the weit 14 to
the inner sole by the tacks 22 cr by suitable
stitching (not shown), after which the outer scle
11 is adhesively a.ttached to the under surface of
the said welt portion 14, as shown at the heel
porticn of the shoe.

It is thus seen frem the akove described con-
struction that I have provided a shoe in which
the upper thereof appears in continuous un-
broken contour, covering and extending below
the point of junction between the inner sole and
the outer sole to provide a skirt portion for the
upper and in which said skirt portion is free and
unattached and therefore relatively movable
with respect to the outer sole 11, "It is noted that
where a relatively thick outer sole of highly re-
silient material is employed, such as, for ex-




2
ample, sponge rubber as shown in Fig. 5 of the
drawing, when the weight of the wearer of the
shoe presses down on the outfer sole 1l to com-
press the same, the overhanging skirt portion 12a
of the upper {2 will be free to move downwardly
and relatively to the outer sole 11 and thus pre-
vent unsightly buiging of the bottom of the up-
per 12,

By providing the above described construction
having the freely overhanging skirt portion 12a
of the upper {2, I am also able thereby to more
readily ornament the shoe by any suitable orna-
menting means such as, for example, by provid-

ing scallops 18 at the lowermost edge of the skirt-

portion i2a; as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing.

Since the outer sole (1 is preferably made of a
rubber material such as sponge rubber, I have
discovered that if the welt 14 is also made of a
rubber material such as, for example, crepe rub-
ber, the attachment of the outer sole I{ thereto
will be rendered more simple and at the same
time more efficient. In this type of construction,
since the welt 14 and the outer sole {1 are both
of rubber material, the same may be cohesively
joined in any manner well known to the art, or
they may be vulcanized to form a permanent at-
tachment,

In Fig. 6, I have shown a modified form of my
invention in which the same type of upper 12 is
employed having the freely overhanging skirt
portion {2¢ but in which instead of employing
the welt {4, I make use of the lining 20 which
may be attached to the upper in any suitable
manner customarily employed by the art such
as;, for example, by stitching or cementing. In
this form of my invention instead of the lining
being coextensive with the upper, a portion adja-
cent the bottom edge is interposed between the
inner sole #0 and the outer sole {1 and perma-
nently held in place by any suitable attaching
means well known to the art.

In Fig. 7 I have shown another modified form
of my invention in which a welt or strip 23 of
suitable material such as leather or crepe rubber
is attached along one longitudinal edge thereof
to the top surface adjacent the surrounding edge
of the outer sole !, leaving a free portion 23a.
The said free portion 23a of the strip 28 is bent
over to freely overlie the rim of the outer sole to
simulate the overhanging skirt portion 12q of the
Figs. 1 to 6 form of my invention. In this form
of my invention the bottom edge of the upper 12
is turned in between the inner sole I8 and the
outer sole {f and at the same time overlies the
strip 28, The upper {2 may be attached to the
insole 18 by adhesion or by stitching and the
outer sole {{ may be similarly attached. :

In accordance with my invention I have also
provided a novel construction for the outer sole
{1 ag shown in Fig. 5 of the drawing. This outer
sole is made of sponge rubber and comprises 3
unitary piece of molded rubber in which the den-
sity of the molded sponge rubber in the heel por-
tion 25 may be made greater than the density of
the molded sponge rubber in the toe portion 28
and also a different density may be provided for
the sponge rubber in the area of the shank por-
tion 27.

In the type of unitary rubber outer soles here-
tofore manufactured, it has been the practice to
form the upper surface thereof of a flat horizontal
contour and when the outer sole was attached
to the upper, the said upper surface was manu~
ally deformed in order that it might conform to
the shape-of the last. This resulted in the dis-
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advantage of providing permanent strains to cer-
tain portions of the outer sole which weakened
the same and also tended to throw the entire shoe"
out of shape. By my construction I overcome
the above described disadvantages by permanent-
ly deforming the top surface {ic of the outer
sole so as to conform to the shape of the last
or in other words, the said top surface of the
outer sole is made so that its natural contour
will be the same as that of the last. Therefore,
when the outer sole i1 is permanently attached
to the shoe, it will retain its full resilience and
there will be no distortion and no weakening of
the structure of the outer sole.

It will thus be seen that there is provided a
device in which the several objects of this inven-
tion are achieved, and which is well adapted to
meet the conditions of practical use.

As various possible embodiments might be
made of the above invention, and as various
changes might be made in the embodiments
above set forth, it is to be understood that all
matter herein set forth or shown in the accom-
panying drawing is to be interpreted as illus-
trative and not in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. In a shoe construction, the combination of
an inner sole, an outer sole, an upper and a welt
attached to said Upper along a line spaced from
the bottom edge of said upper and disposed above
the said outer sole, said welt having a portion
thereof interposed between said inner and outer
soles for permanently attaching said upper to
said shoe, the lower portion of the upper freely
overhanging said outer socle,

2. In a shoe construction, the combination of
an inner sole, a resilient outer sole, a fexible,
non-resilient upper, and a welt attached to said
upper along a line spaced from the bottom edge
oi said upper and disposed above the said outer
sole, said welt having a portion thereof inter-
posed between said inner and outer soles for
permanently attaching said upper to said shoe,
said upper having a portion adjacent the bottom
edge thereof freely overhanging a portion of the
rim of said outer sole. '

3. In a shoe construction having an outer sole
and an upper, that improvement which consists
in providing means for attaching said upper to
said sole along a line disposed above the rim
thereof so that a portion of said upper adjacent
the bottom edge thereof depends from said line
of attachment and freely overhangs the rim of
said outer sole.

4. In a shoe construction, the combination of
an inner sole, a rubber outer sole, a flexible, non-
resilient upper and a rubber welt member at-
tached to said upper along a line spaced above
said outer sole, said welt member having a por-
tion thereof interposed between said inner and
outer soles, said rubber outer sole being co-
herently attached to said last named interposed
rubber welt portion, said upper having a portion
extending below said line of attachment which
is free of said shoe to thereby conceal the attach-
ment between said rubber welt and rubber out-
sole and provide an overhanging skirt portion
which freely overlies a portion of the rim of said
outer sole.

5. In a shoe construction, the combination of
an inner sole, an outer sole of resilient material,
an upper and a lining attached to said upper,
a portion of said lining adjacent the bottom
thereof being interposed between said inner and
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outer soles for attaching said upper to said shoe,
said upper having a portion adjacent the bottom
edge thereof freely overlying a portion of the
rim of said outer sole to provide an overhanging
skirt portion.

6. In a shoe construction, the combination of
an inner sole, a rubber outer sole, a flexible, non-
resilient upper and a rubber welt member at-
tached to said upper by stitching along a line
spaced above said outer sole, said welt member
having a portion thereof interposed between said
inner and outer soles, said rubber outer sole be-
ing coherently attached to said last named in-
terposed rubber welt portion, said upper having
an integral portion extending below said line of
attachment which is free of said shoe to thereby
conceal the attachment between said rubber welt
and rubber outsole and provide an overhanging
skirt portion which freely overlies a portion of
the rim of said outer sole.

7. In a shoe construction, the combination of
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an inner scle, a resilient outer sole, an upper,
means associated with szid inner and outer soles
for attaching said upper to said soles along a
line spaced above said outer sole and a skirt por-
tion depending from said line and freely over-
hanging a portion of the rim of said outer sole.

8. In a shoe construction, the combination of
a resilient outer sole, a flexible, non-resilient up-
per, and means to interconnect said sole and said
upper, said means being attached to said sole and
said upper, the line of attachment between said
interconnecting means and said sole being dis-
posed above the side edges of said sole, a sub-
stantial portion of said upper extending below
said line of attachment to conceal the attach-
ment between said interconnecting means and
said sole, said portion being free of said shoe to
thereby provide a skirt freely overhanging said
outer sole.

BENNETT JAYNE.




